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N his
Born on 24 May 1954, Kwabena Adjei was brought up by ':i;] f:‘?;ﬂ:
parents divaoroed. His father was solf-cmployed und was not ly, Adjoi was
position to contribute meaningfully (o his son’s life. gn:nnl ’,p“‘s o bork
pretty much on his own. According to Adjer, his qdqcsuo : ;;l:’ D haos Bl
bleak. His father was not able to [ully take care frf.lmn, 50 he - ot
to learn from him. However, at a young age, Adjei vacd to et
academically gified and strectwise. He was top of his class in Aogard
attended in the Western Region of Ghana. He excelled consisten yAd' '
inter-school examinations held in his town in the Wcstem Region.. méel
recognised the fact that he was good, but his situation seemed destined to
determine his fate.

2 “T knew I was very clever, but because of my circumstances, there was nobody
to help me attend school. As a result, throughout all my education, I.had been on
my own. [ used to feel a bit embarrassed when my ;fachem_ k;pt tel}[l.ng me,
“Kwabena, you are very good,” he recalled. When he was in Form wo at

secondary school, he had to leave. His hopes were shattered and he realised that
that was the beginning of his challenge.

However, Adjei rose to the challenge. He clearly had a ‘will to succeed’ in his
education, and at a time when most children were doing all they could do to get
- out of school, Adjei put all his energies into trying to get back in. It was, he
says, the beginning of the fire that kept burning in him.

“Tt was my wish to be a priest because of the difficulties I was facing at the time.
I was looking for something like a scholarship but the only places where 1 could
look for this was the clergy, so I wrote letters to the Bishop, and then a Roman
Catholic company in Accra to see if they could sponsor me," Adjel narrated.
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1o Ghana's oapital city. Acorn.
ated, with limited prospects. He had no choice
he anual \

ears old, but largely uned
start at the very bottom. When he came to Acora, used o dom
obs, mainly i on the rondsido. 11e would work for two 10 three days and
then he would be laid of[. His first proper job was as a labourer in the
{ of Forestry, where he spent his ime weeding in the state-0
all, Adjoi did not fare woll in this demanding job,
ndle the heat, pace

Departmen

plantations. Physically sm

which usually attracted men of a larger built who gould ha

and demands of the job. He admits that he was not very good at the physical
labour and he soon got fed up with the back-breaking outdoor life. He quit and
ister, who lived in Accra, and took a job as a house helper.

moved in with his si
successes without

ved that ‘there is no
d to be very true. He was treated so
1ding and severe beatings for
He hed one of the

phocles, belie
e this prove
rsistent s¢O

did not run far. approac
household hand, and luckily, the

ntial in him. He realised that

The Greek playwright. So
hardship,” and in Adjei’s cas
badly by his employer that after pe
minor mistakes, Adjei ran away. He

for a job, again as a

neighbours in the area
neighbour took one look at Adjei and saw pote
uld see that the young man was ambitious,

Adjei was no ordinary servant. He co
so he gave him the address of the Accra Workers College and the Institute of
With this, Adjel took his first steps towards gaining an adult

Adult Education.

education.
him, neither was failure. He

to Accra, he would not g0

back empty-handed. so that was the drive. Thus, began a journey which
propelled Adjei from obscurity and poverty 10 recognition and fortune. Using
the little money he had saved up as a household hand, Adiel enrolled at the
Institute of Adult Education, registering for a correspondence cOUrse n
Mathematics, English, Geography, History and Accounts. At the fime, he wanted
to join the airforce asa pilot. In between lessons, Adjer found himself ajob asa
kitchen helper at an American smelting company. Barco, to help pay for his
studies. His aim was o get into university and he put all his energy 1nto
achieving this goal. He did not want to fail at all.

Going back to his village was not an alternative for
that when he came

wanted to prove to his hometown

ked as an ordinary ‘kitchen boy” by day and an
ght, acquinng knowledge that would help him in the
ined driven and focused, never \osing

his double life, he remai
educate himself was strong, the need 10
a

future. Throughout

sight of his goals. Although the urge 10

make money to supplement his meagre wages soon took over. Spotting
potential business opportunity, Adjel decided to take his first tentative steps into
business and put his night studying on hold. :

For two years, Adje1 wor
extraordinary student by m
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