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In moments of uncertainty and heightened concern, leadership demands clarity, steadiness, and 
fidelity to the principles that bind us together as a nation. These are such times.

As Americans and as public servants, we recognize that the strength of our democracy rests not 
in fear or division, but in our collective commitment to justice, order, and the rule of law. When 
concerns arise within our communities, it is not only appropriate but necessary that we listen, 
speak thoughtfully, and act responsibly.

As elected members of the Dayton City Commission, we have sworn an oath to uphold the 
United States Constitution, the laws of the State of Ohio, and the ordinances of the City of 
Dayton. That oath is not symbolic. It is a solemn promise to govern with integrity, restraint, and 
respect for the dignity of every person who calls Dayton home.

The Constitution of the United States affirms that liberty is not selective, it is the birthright of all. 
Embedded in our founding is the belief that every man and woman is endowed with inherent 
dignity and equal protection under the law. These ideals are echoed at the very gateway of 
our nation, where the Statue of Liberty proclaims: “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free.” That promise has guided generations from those who arrived 
from Europe seeking opportunity to African Americans who fought, waited, and sacrificed to 
claim freedoms long denied.

These truths are not abstract. They are deeply personal. Each of us holds these rights dear, not 
as privileges, but as responsibilities to one another, and to the law itself.  Let us be clear: the City 
of Dayton does not seek to defy federal law, nor does it excuse unlawful behavior of any kind. 
Law and order are the foundation of a safe and thriving community. At the same time, it is our 
duty to ensure that the law is applied in a manner that is constitutional, orderly, and consistent 
with our values as a nation and as a city.

Dayton’s approach to public safety has long been rooted in evidence-based policy, community 
trust, and investment in quality of life. We know that strong neighborhoods, economic 
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opportunity, and mutual respect between residents and law enforcement are not in conflict with 
public safety, they are essential to it.

Through initiatives such as Welcome Dayton, our city has worked deliberately to support 
immigrant integration, ensure access to services, and strengthen police-community relations. 
The Dayton Police Department has been clear and consistent: its mission is to focus on local 
crime and public safety. It does not enforce federal immigration law, nor does it routinely 
engage in federal immigration enforcement actions. This focus allows officers to build trust, 
prevent crime, and keep all residents safer.

Dayton cannot afford another tragedy, especially as we continue the work of healing from 
past ones. Healing requires calm leadership, lawful action, and an unwavering commitment to 
human dignity.

We believe America is strongest when it lives up to its highest ideals. We believe Dayton reflects 
those ideals when we govern with courage, compassion, and respect for the law. And we believe 
that ensuring safety and upholding constitutional rights are not competing goals, but shared 
obligations.

We will continue to do our duty. We will ensure the law is followed. And we will lead in a way that 
honors both the Constitution we swore to uphold and the people we were elected to serve.
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