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Apex Apex sits above Baseline Terminal

Overshoot

Counter

Bar Bar sits below center Bowl Undershoot

Ascender Line

Cap Height

Inner serifs often longer

Tapered

x-Height
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Upper bowl is smaller Ascender sits above Cap Height Ascender

Counter Upper bowl

Stem

Counter

Counter Lower bowl

Undershoot

Shorter

x-Height
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Stress Terminal Compared with O Stress

Aperture

Open Counter

Undershoot

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Same shape
as uppercase
Baseline

Descender Line
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Compared to H Stem Ascender sits above Cap Height Ascender

Overshoot

Counter Compared with mirrored ‘b’ Undershoot

First part is flat

D d— Flared
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Arm The arm sits above middle

Overshoot Eye

Leg Leg is longer Undershoot

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Shortest

Compared with flipped ‘0’
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Arm Compared with E Ascender sits above Cap Height

Arm sits below
x-Height

Arm sits lower
to compensate
large counter

Arm

Bilateral Serif

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Shortest

Compared with flipped ‘t’
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Overshoot Inner serif is longer Roman Double storey Italic Single storey
Counter
Compared with C
x-Height

Flared

Can sit within Stem
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Compared with O Stem Ascender sits above Cap Height

Shoulder

Crossbar sits above center

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Xschnc

Descender Line




© 2022 Type Design Class Type Design Tips

Stem Tittle

Square ending of letterform? Bilateral Serif Tittle is wider then the Stem

Square tittle

Ascender Line
Cap Height

x-Height
Z X Baseline
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Stem Left serif longer Compared with U Tittle

[

Descender

Ascender Line

Cap Height

-— Square ending of letterform?
Square tittle

x-Height

Compared with U




© 2022 Type Design Class Type Design Tips

Stem Arm Inner serif Ascender sits above Cap Height Italic is different

Leg is longer

Ascender Line
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Right serif longer Ascender sits above Cap Height

Compared with E

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Baseline

Descender Line
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No inner serifs

Inner serif longer Bilateral serifs

Tapered and thin V-shape

Ascender Line

Cap Height

m Mmmx

Descender Line
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No inner serifs

Shoulder

No serif

Tapered and thin diagonal

Ascender Line

Cap Height

Nnnx

Descender Line
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Axis Overshoot Axis

Undershoot

Same shape as uppercase O m

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Baseline

Descender Line
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Compared with B Compared with R

Descender
Stem Lobe

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Baseline

Descender Line
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Compared with O Compared with mirrored p

Tail Descender

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height
Can sit within Stem q qX

Baseline

Descender Line
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Counter Stem Swell Terminal
Crossbar

Bracket/fillet Leg Junction Foot

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

— Compared with ‘n’

Baseline

Descender Line
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Smaller then lower counter Same style as uppercase

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Same shape as uppercase

Baseline

Descender Line
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Not an overshoot but a design choice Below the x-Height

Crossbar

Ascender Line

Cap Height

Keep it short, the ‘t’ is
more a x-Height character
than a descender

x-Height

‘Sits’ on the baseline

Baseline

Descender Line
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Inner serif

Undershoot Compared with flipped ‘n’

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Descender Line




© 2022 Type Design Class Type Design Tips

Inner serifs often longer Lowercase is scaled down V

Vertex Crotch

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Same shape as uppercase

Baseline

Descender Line
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Compared with V Lowercase often has no inner seerifs

Apex Crotch Overshoot

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Descender Line
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Poggendorf illusion Poggendorf illusion

Inner serifs often longer Overhang

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Same shape as uppercase
Poggendorf illusion enhanced

Baseline

Descender Line
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Open counter Inner serifs often longer Compared with v Compared with v

Crotch

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Compared with v’

Baseline

Descender Line




© 2022 Type Design Class Type Design Tips

Thick diagonal Thin diagonal

Diagonal Leg

2 z Same shape as uppercase

Ascender Line

Cap Height

x-Height

Baseline

Descender Line
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Take a CI d1 'Y
théfutur
Grids &
Layout
i}f::f :;gagc;ure and hierarchy your fonts online
Grids & Layout Sell your fonts online Adobe Illustrator Type Design Course
Learn how to create Have you always dreamed of In this Class, you will learn how to Learn how to draw characters and
professional-looking layouts that ~ having your own online shop to vectorize your own logo and create professional (variable) fonts
provide structure and hierarchy in sell your fonts, or do you want to lettering sketches in Adobe in Glyphs
your design generate passive income as a [lustrator
designer?
d e l Viktor Baltus
T'ybedesignclass.com
@typedesignclass

typedesignclass.com



