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A rebellious doctorate
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Coronavirus coverage from WIRED

 How did coronavirus start and

what happens next?

 The UK’s job retention furlough

scheme, explained

 Can Universal Basic Income help

fight coronavirus?

 Best video and board games for

self-isolating couples

 Follow WIRED on Twitter,

Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn
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I’ve been thinking and reading about
hateful internet content and social
cohesion for something I’m writing.
This garbage—factually hopeless,
devoid of empathy and encouraging
contempt of ordinary people—is
socially corrosive, the more so when
it’s made the front page lead. 

—Russell Brown (@publicaddress)
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Why shit speech is so compelling to

publishers
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Making news, instead of reporting it



How we can get rid of shit speech
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✾ ✾ ✾ ✾ ✾

It is just this lack of connection to a
concern with truth—this indifference
to how things really are—that I
regard as of the essence of bullshit.

In the year 1930, John Maynard
Keynes predicted that, by century’s
end, technology would have
advanced sufficiently that countries
like Great Britain or the United States
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would have achieved a 15-hour work
week. There’s every reason to
believe he was right. In technological
terms, we are quite capable of this.
And yet it didn’t happen. Instead,
technology has been marshaled, if
anything, to figure out ways to make
us all work more. In order to achieve
this, jobs have had to be created that
are, effectively, pointless. Huge
swathes of people, in Europe and
North America in particular, spend
their entire working lives performing
tasks they secretly believe do not
really need to be performed. The
moral and spiritual damage that
comes from this situation is
profound. It is a scar across our
collective soul. Yet virtually no one
talks about it.

[…]

These are what I propose to call
‘bullshit jobs’.

1



2

And these numbers do not even
reflect on all those people whose job
is to provide administrative,
technical, or security support for
these industries, or for that matter
the whole host of ancillary industries
(dog-washers, all-night pizza
delivery) that only exist because
everyone else is spending so much
of their time working in all the other
ones.
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AMP’s biggest advantage isn’t the
library—you can beat that on your
own. It isn’t the AMP cache—you can
get many of those optimizations
through a good build script, and all
of them through a decent CDN
provider. That’s not to say there aren’t
some really smart things happening
in the AMP JS library or the cache—
there are. It’s just not what makes the
biggest difference from a
performance perspective.

AMP’s biggest advantage is the
restrictions it draws on how much
stuff you can cram into a single page.

[…]

AMP’s restrictions mean less stuff. It’s
a concession publishers are willing
to make in exchange for the
enhanced distribution Google
provides, but that they hesitate to
make for their canonical versions.

3
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"There is a growing number of men
who respond very sensitively to even
a simple remark about women’s

rights. Especially among those who
play games. But the content of the
employee’s retweet was related to
abortion. Even though there were
some radical expressions aimed
toward men mixed into that content,
the issue of ’abortion’ is one that any
woman can relate/empathise with."

Additional reporting contributed by

Kotaku social editor Seung Park.
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Smaller and faster
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Simpler

Use the OS



Reuse the UI
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Use the server
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ghci> :t ’a’

’a’ :: Char

ghci> :t True

True :: Bool

ghci> :t "HELLO!"

"HELLO!" :: [Char]

ghci> :t (True, ’a’)

(True, ’a’) :: (Bool, Char)

ghci> :t 4 == 5

4 == 5 :: Bool

Believe the type



removeNonUppercase :: [Char] -> [Char]

removeNonUppercase st = [ c | c <- st, c `elem` [’A’..’Z’]] 

addThree :: Int -> Int -> Int -> Int

addThree x y z = x + y + z
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factorial :: Integer -> Integer

factorial n = product [1..n]

ghci> factorial 50

30414093201713378043612608166064768844377641568960512000000000000

circumference :: Float -> Float

circumference r = 2 * pi * r

ghci> circumference 4.0

25.132742

circumference’ :: Double -> Double

circumference’ r = 2 * pi * r

ghci> circumference’ 4.0

25.132741228718345

ghci> :t head

head :: [a] -> a

Type variables



ghci> :t fst

fst :: (a, b) -> a

ghci> :t (==)

(==) :: (Eq a) => a -> a -> Bool

Typeclasses 101
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ghci> 5 == 5

True

ghci> 5 /= 5

False

ghci> ’a’ == ’a’

True

ghci> "Ho Ho" == "Ho Ho"

True

ghci> 3.432 == 3.432

True

ghci> :t (>)

(>) :: (Ord a) => a -> a -> Bool



ghci> "Abrakadabra" < "Zebra"

True

ghci> "Abrakadabra" `compare` "Zebra"

LT

ghci> 5 >= 2

True

ghci> 5 `compare` 3

GT

ghci> show 3

"3"

ghci> show 5.334

"5.334"

ghci> show True

"True"

ghci> read "True" || False

True

ghci> read "8.2" + 3.8

12.0

ghci> read "5" - 2

3

ghci> read "[1,2,3,4]" ++ [3]

[1,2,3,4,3]

ghci> read "4"

<interactive>:1:0:

    Ambiguous type variable `a’ in the constraint:

      `Read a’ arising from a use of `read’ at <interactive>:1:0–7

    Probable fix: add a type signature that fixes these type variable(s)
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ghci> :t read

read :: (Read a) => String -> a

ghci> read "5" :: Int

5

ghci> read "5" :: Float

5.0

ghci> (read "5" :: Float) * 4

20.0

ghci> read "[1,2,3,4]" :: [Int]

[1,2,3,4]

ghci> read "(3, ’a’)" :: (Int, Char)

(3, ’a’)

ghci> [’a’..’e’]

"abcde"

ghci> [LT .. GT]

[LT,EQ,GT]

ghci> [3 .. 5]

[3,4,5]

ghci> succ ’B’



’C’

ghci> minBound :: Int

-2147483648

ghci> maxBound :: Char

’\1114111’

ghci> maxBound :: Bool

True

ghci> minBound :: Bool

False

ghci> maxBound :: (Bool, Int, Char)

(True,2147483647,’\1114111’)

ghci> :t 20

20 :: (Num t) => t

ghci> 20 :: Int

20

ghci> 20 :: Integer

20

ghci> 20 :: Float

20.0

ghci> 20 :: Double

20.0

ghci> :t (*)

(*) :: (Num a) => a -> a -> a



Typ
e

s and
 Typ

eclasses



Colophon

YXaf

3hhs



Typ
e

s and
 Typ

eclasses




