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Foreword

Saint Arunagirinathar’s “Tiruppugazh” forms an important part of Tamil
spiritual literature and is held in great reverence among the believers. The
laudatory poems are composed in various ‘chandams’, and hence are very
Impressive when sung. Our Guruji Shri Raghavan has set them to exquisite
music, which has made the songs reach thousands of bhaktas breaking the
language barrier. In tuning the Tiruppugazh songs to music, Guruji has not only
set them to pure classical music but also set the talams without disturbing the
chanda nadai, laying emphasis on the meanings. In the last context, while
singing, the words do not follow their original groupings, which are set as per
grammatical rules. This makes the rendering of the songs, following the correct
grouping of the words, a little difficult for those who have not studied Tamil
literature.

Considering the multi-linguistic composition of the Tiruppugazh Anbars, it was
felt that a version in Devanagari script should be made for those who do not
know the Tamil script. It was also felt that the rendering would be a lot more
useful if it is made the way the songs are sung rather than the way they are
presented according to grammatical rules. With these points in view, an effort
has been made to prepare a guide for singing the Tiruppugazh songs contained
in “Tiruppugazh Ishai Vazhipaadu”. Obviously, this is not a Devanagari version
of the poems as written in their original setting.

In this context, the following points are to be noted:

The vowels e, E, (T, T°),ai and o, O (311", ai1°), au, have been represented by
T, U, U and 3, 3, 3f (e.g.: ¥ for shendil; ¥aet for shEval; 32l for
aashai; ¥iTel for shol; =letHel for shOlaimalai; @R for kaumari; V=g for
aindu, etc.). The hard Ra, Ru, etc., are represented by ¥, ¥, etc.; and as no
special distinction is made in pronouncing the soft Na and hard Na; they are
interchangeably represented by 9. The letter La as in aLavu (37%q) is
represented by corresponding Marathi 3y and zha as in azhagu (31&7]) by @,
The usage of the double hard Ra in words like “vettri’ (dRR) is written simply
as dfcg. In writing a Sanskrit word, where it is felt that the pronunciation while
singing is different from the actual word, the way it is sung is used. e.g. 319X
for MUPN, TSXISIT for SCSXISI, To-Tal for oM, etc.

With a little practice, it is hoped that one will be able to comfortably sing the
songs using the Devanagari script with the above provisions, which, in my
opinion, represents Tamil better than the Roman script.



Finally, this version may slightly differ here and there from the recorded
standard version. | request the user to bear with me and make corrections, where
necessary, when the song is taught. There are errors due to commissions on my
part: some typographical, and some, due to sheer ignorance. If these are
brought to my notice with the corrections, | will try to replace the sheets with
corrected version.

S.Narayan
No. 4, Savitha, Chheda Nagar,
Mumbai 400 089
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