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The Hooded and the Channe l Wall s lie to the west of the aeri a l by the Painted Geo 
and have been deve loped over the past few years by R. & C. Anderson. 

The fo ll owing routes lie at the north ern end of the narrow rift fo rming The 
Channel. Scramble up to be lay on the neck, before the rocks drop down aga in. 

The Great Divide - 30m E l 5a*. R. & C. Anderson. 3rd July , 1999. 
A short , steep greasy crack proves diffic ult to protect. Instead c limb the seaward 
side of the fin and step across on to the landward side . Move up to ledges and 
traverse left into the middle of the wa ll. Boldl y c limb a line of weakness up ri ght , 
the n continue to the top. 

The Great Divide Direct - 30m E2 5c**. R. & C. Anderson. II th July, 1999. 
Where the original route traverses le ft , c limb st raight up to hori zonta l break, 
traverse ri ght and make an awkward pull into the crack above. Climb the crack 
directl y to the top. 

Screaming Geo: 
No rth- West Arete - 14m E3 6a. S. C rowe, K. Magog. 16th May, 1999. 
Climb the aI"ete between It' s Raining Rocks and Pinky, mainl y on its right s ide, 
escaping right near the top. 

An immacul ate wall of perfect rock ex te nds south from Lighthouse Arete to the 
arch. The climbing is quite bold on the main initi al pitches, but on perfec t rock. 
Descent: Fro m the block strewn slope above, the south end runs into a 4 m light­
coloured wa ll , with two large bl ocks . Abse il fro m a huge thread beneath the 
right most (so uth) block, s lightl y diagona ll y leftwards (looking down. i.e. towards 
the arch) to belay a few metres above th e south e nd of the pla tform . 

The Quiet Man - 45m VS *- G. Latter, J . Rabey. 15th April , 1999. 
I. 25m4b Fo ll ow a line offaint grooves to a good ledge at a wide left-s lanting fault. 
2. 20m 4b Continue up the faul t, breaking out right and over ledges to fini sh at the 
absei I bl ocks. 

The Heebie-l eebies - 50m El ***. G . Latte r, 1. Rabey . 15th April , 1999. 
Abseil d irectl y down from the leftm ost (north) block to a good spi ke above the 
centre of the platfo rm. A brilli ant main pitch on perfect rock. 
I. 30m Sa. Follow a super left -s lanting pink ramp. continuing up the bl ack ramp 
above to be low a beautiful pink wa ll. 
2. 20m 5b. Climb the crack to ledge, step le ft and up a shallow groove to another 
ledge. Step ri ght and continue more eas ily to belay further back. Thi s pitch could 
be avo ided by easier lines on either s ide , g iving a fantas tic 3* HVS . 

Note: There was a pi ece of string round the thread beneath the north bl ock at the 
top, and another on a large fl ake about ha lfway down, midway between the above 
lines. Someone has been down the re, and therefore must have c lim bed out , 
presumabl y a t least climbing the line between the above two routes. 
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Aird Uig, Torcaso Geo (MR NB 0295 3530): 
The Geo is me ntioned on pp 100- 10 I in the guidebook as having two VS/HVS 
routes on its North Wall with no easy way out. One of the routes below may 
correspond with one of these climbs . 

The first two routes lie on the jet bl ack South Wall (north-facing), towards the 
seaward end of the Geo where an area of rock protrudes slightly, just to the right 
of a sea cave, to form a pillar with a pedes tal at its base. Two cracklines run up the 
pillar. . 

Running Scared - 25 m El 5b***. R. & C. Anderson. 17th July , 1998. 
Step ri ght around the edge into a corner and c limb the right-hand crackline on 
perfect rock. 

No Hidillg Place - 25m El 5b**. R. & C. Anderson. 17th July, 1998. 
The left-hand crackline is almost as good. 

The following routes lie on the North Wall (south-fac ing) at the extreme seaward 
end of the wa ll just before the end of the geo. where there is an obvious slanting 
chimney/crack with a pink quartz vein to its ri ght, and to the right of thi s a long 
corner line. 

42nd STreeT - 40m E2 5c** R. & C. Anderson. 6th Jul y, 1999. 
The long corner line, gained by a crack lead ing from the lower ledge to the higher 
ledge. 

Life ill The Old Dog Yet - 40m E3 5c** R. & C. Anderson. 6th Jul y, 1999. 
The pink quartz vein . Either follow the initial crack of 42nd Street. or a line just to 
its left to join it at the higher ledge. Move up the corner of 42nd Street until it is 
possible to traverse left into the middle of the wall, jugs, then move up the quartz 
vein to a roof and ledges just above. The fine crack in the headwallleads to the top. 

GeneraTion Gap - 35m HVSIE I 5b. R . & C. Anderson. 6th Jul y, 1999. 
The chimney crack, possibly climbed before. 

Happy Returns - E2/3 5c**. R. & C. Anderson. 6th Jul y, 1999. 
Just left of the chimney, climb the crack in the bl ack wall and then its continuation. 

The final route is an escape route starting from ledges at the north-east corner of the 
Geo. 

Escape From Victory - 50m SevereNS 4b*. R . & C. Anderson. 11 th Jul y, 1999 . 
I. 20m 4b. Climb the corner on good black rock, then traverse right and step down 
to a good ledge on the back/West Wall. 
2. 30m4b. Traverse ledges across the back wall and fini sh up a short V-groove in 
the south-east corner of the Geo. 

BEINN NA BERIE, The Little Big Wall: 
The hillside at the eastern end of the Traigh na Beirigh sands is dotted with minor 
bits of rock. One of these is a small , insignificant-looking wall not far above the 
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machair. On closer acqua intance the wall is found to be composed of smooth , near 
perfect gneiss and provides a number of fine c limbs, whi ch although short, give 
some excelle nt moves . The crag is unaffected by the sea, whi ch makes it particu­
larl y useful. 

The le ft end of the wall has a fine crack line running up it with a pocketed wall 
to its right, then towards the ri ght s ide o f the smooth central sect ion are some thin 
cracklines ri s ing above e mbedded bl ocks . All climbs except one were cleaned on 
abseil. 

Traighding Places - 20m HYS 5a*. R. & C. Anderson. 14th Jul y, 1999. 
The obvious corner at the left end of the wall has an awkward ex it. 

Tunes af Gtary-20m E6 6b*** R. & C. Anderson. 9th Jul y, 1999. 
A superb route up the staggered crackline running up the left edgeof the wall. C limb 
the first crack to its top, move right to the upper crack (wires), stretch a Friend 0 into 
a tight pl acement on the right, then continue pas t thi s to the top. 
Note: Tried first in 1998. Cleaned and top-roped . Led pl ac ing a ll of the gear ground 
up with one fa ll /yo-yo . Also red-po inted clean. Effec ti vely cl imbed twice - j ust to 
make sure ! 

Barrier Reef - 20m E6 6a/b*** R. Anderson . 16th Jul y, 1999 . 
Brilliant climbing up the pocketed wall in the centre of the wall. Gain the first 
pocket (Friend 3 fo rced in ; good DMM Peanut I in thin crack to left). Reach the 
large pocket (Friend 4, awkward to seat ; F rie nd 3.5 in pocket above, fo rced in ti ght 
with close together ca m fac ing down). Move le ft to another large pocket (Friend 
o just below; back up wires on le ft if required). Up on the right is a thin crack (Black 
Di amond Sto pper 3 or simi lar with Wi ld Country Rock Yell ow/0.5 or similar just 
be low). Pull past these to a hold , then a layaway and another hold (s topper I, then 
crucia l RP3 inserted right to left into a keyhole at the back of the ho ld). A stre tch 
gains a break (good wires) and then the top. 
Note from R. Anderson: Cleaned and inspected ; no pri or top-roping. Unfortu­
natel y, due to poor weather and the end of the holiday the gear was le ft in overnight 
and all I had to do was clip the draws in . I spent most of the las t day waiting for the 
rain to stop and only just squeezed the route in between showers. The gear is pretty 
specific he nce the reason I have noted it a ll - given the time and the weather (and 
know ing what went where) I would have placed it a ll ground up which would not 
have been a problem. 

Just to the rig ht are some embedded bl ocks from where the next three routes start. 

Cnip-Fit - ISm E4 6a** R. Anderson. 14th Jul y, 1999 . 
Start on the bl ocks and from a letterbox (Friend) swing left in to a thin crack, then 
move up this to its top where it is possible to blindly stretch a Rock 6 up right in to 
a superb placement in a pocket. Gain the break up on the right and fo llow its 
di agonal continuati on up left to pull onto the ledge and fini sh more eas il y . 

Berie-Berie - ISm E5 6b*** . R. & C. A nderson. 15th July, 1998. 
Start o n the blocks and move up past a ho rizontal break to a fl ange (RP3 or similar 
in thi s and the same j ust to the le ft) . Gain the hori zontal break above. step right (a 



330 SCOTTISH MOUNTAINEERING CLUB JOURNAL 

sma ll hori zontal slot just up and ri ght provides additional , awkward to arrange 
protection - Rock 2 in right side Rock 3 on left) and c limb to another horizontal 
(gear) then gain the ledge and finish as for Milk-Traigh up right. 

Milk-Traigh - 15m E2 5c/6a* R. & C. Anderson. July, 1997. 
Just rightofthe blocks, climb the obvious crack to its end, then pull up left to a ledge 
and fini sh up ri ght. 

SOUTH UIST, Beinn Mhor, Hellisdale Buttress: 
The cliff has six gull y lines numbered I to 6 from left to right. Other (and harder) 
climbs done in the Eighties may surface. Therelationshipto the route in SMCJ 1999 
is unknown. J. Hart also made FW As in the Loch Avon area in the early Seventies. 
The best area for rock climbing is at the higher west end of the cliffs where there 
is a largish area of clean white slabby rock. Towards the left (east) end of this area 
is a large tri angular slab bounded on the left by a grassy rake and on the right by an 
overlap. Above the top of the triangle is a prominent vertical corner taken by the 
following climb. 

Open Book Corner - 120m VS 4c** . D. Allan , D. Marriot. 16th June, 1986. 
Start below the corner and climb up to be lay below a small overhang. Traverse left, 
then step down, before carrying on up and left to a grassy rake. Continue up right 
to belay below the steep corner. Climb the corner via a crackjust to its left , then step 
right and climb a second crack to belay on a grass terrace (crux). Carry on straight 
up crossing a ramp to finish above. Scramble to the top. 

Up right from the above route a short vertical cliff crosses the corrie floor and abuts 
the main face. The next climb starts 5m down from the corner where the two cliffs 
meet. 
Slab Butrress- 120m VS 4b** J. Hart, D. Allan. 10th June, 1984. 
C limb directly up to a grass ledge, then ri ghtwards up slabs to a terrace. Traverse 
down left over slabs, then back up leftwards across the terrace and up a corner left 
of a brown and white mark. Continue directly up smooth slabs across a grass ledge 
and up slabs to under a block. Traverse left and up to a nose. Swing round it and go 
up a ramp corner to the right to fini sh. 

Slab Buttress West - 120m Severe** . J. Hart, D. Allan. 27th May, 1984. 
Start 5m right of the last climb in the corner where the short cliff meets the face. 
Clim b up the corner, then up slabs to agrass terrace. Climb a crack above, then trend 
right to a noseof rock. Continue up the rock nose to a grass ledge and fin ish between 
the two right-hand rock noses on the skyline. 

Red Corner - 60m VS *' J. Hart, D. Allan . 27th May, 1984. 
A c limb on the buttress between Gullies 3 and 4 . Scramble up Gully 3, climb the 
ri ght wall and up grass ledges to the foot of the red corner. Climb the stepped corner 
(c rux) to a grass terrace. Climb the corner to the left over a vertical step to the top. 

Winter: D. Allan soloed all of the gull ies in the winters of 1983 and 1984. Gullies 
I and 5 were Grade J, the rest being Grade n. Lengths ri sing from 60m for I to 200m 
for 6. All worth a star. Also: 
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5 to 6 Traverse - Ill"*, 
C limbs Gully S, then up a short ice fa ll and ramp into Gully 6, c rosses Gully 6 and 
goes up agroove (crux). Continue up a ramp, then achimney to more broken ground 
and the top. 

PABBAY : 
NOTE: M any routes have been c limbed on Pabbay, Mingul ay and Berneray in 
recent years and descriptions kept secret. Given the reponed high quality, the 
secrecy seems in a poor spirit. 

The Peninsula opposite the campsite: 
Halfway a long the penin sul a that li es eas t of the beach and the ruined house is a IOm 
high smooth wall w ith a basa lt chimney on its ri ght-hand side. 
Th e Ethics Police - IOm E3 Sc. S. Littl efa ir, O. Methere ll. 10th June, 1998 . 
C limbs the le ft-hand side of the wa ll , bo ld to start. 

Rising Damp - 12m VS 4c. S. Little fair, O. Methere ll . 10th June, 1998 . 
Thi s route can be found Sm to the right of the basalt chimney . Climbthegroove ri ght 
of the sharp arete, stepping right to fo llow the ramp line. 

The Arch Wall: 
FilII Fathom Five - IISm E2 Sb. S. Little fa ir. O. Methere ll . June. 1998. 
Thi s route climbs the big m·ete le ft o f The Priest 
Abse il in down the are te and belay in the chimney/pod I Sm right of the arete . 
I . 20m Sa. Climb the pod and steep c racks above until a pull left on to a s loping 
ramp. Belay. 
2 . 40m Sb. Trend left across the steep wall and climb the groove in the arete. pass ing 
through a steepening (crux) until the groove c loses . 
3 and 4. 60m 4c. Climb grooves and c racks up the lichenous wall. 

The Galley: 
Dream of White Faeces - 60m VS 4c. S . C hinnery, S. Littl e fair, A. Lo ftu s, O. 
Metherell. June, 1998. 
Thi s route traverses the obvious horizonta l break in The Ga lley. Descend The 
Compl ete Works to a ledge. 
I. 30m 4c. Traverse the obviou s break. 
2. 30m 4c . Traverse the break until a move up can be made to fini sh the traverse 
above the overhang. 

The Poop Deck: 
My Private Pabbay Diary - 30m E2 Sc. S. C hinnery, O. Metherell. June. 1998. 
I. Climb the thin c rack up the left-h and s ide of the front face of the proj ecting 
butress up through a sma ll square-cut niche to a ledge. 
2 . Climb the upper wall up to a rightward-ri s ing ramp line to the centre of the upper 
wall. Fini sh at the same point as Human Cargo. 

West End of Allernish Peninsula: 
At the weste rn most point of the All e rni sh penin sul a r is a sma ll box inlet. Abse il 
down a wa ll next to a deep chimney . 
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Suddel! Squall - E2 Sc. D. Long, A. Loftu s. June, 1998. 
Climb the ri ght-hand side o f the ri ght are te of the inle t. 

Windy Corner - H. Severe 4b. D. Long, A. Loftus. June, 1998. 
Climb the obvious le ft corner of the inlet. 

Squall Wall - H. Severe 4b. D. Long, A. Loftu s. June, 1998 . 
Climb the corner system in the left-hand side of the le ft wall. 

MINGULAY, The Wee Geo: 
Lord of the Isles - 20m E4 6a** M. So merville, B. Kerr (on sight) . Jul y, 1999 . 
A superb route which tackl es the overhang on the black slab. Surmount the 
overhang (blindl y placed RPs) at the s light le ft-fac ing groove and make an 
extre me ly dynamic move (fl y) ri ghtwards for a jug. Fini sh eas ily. 

EIGG, An Sgurr, Beehive Buttress, Lower and Upper West Wall: 
SUl1l1 ySide Up-3 Sm Severe. J . Walker. A. Faulk, J. van der Hors\. 30th May, 1999 . 
Thi s line climbs both the Lower and Upper sec ti ons o f the West Wall of Beehi ve 
Buttress . Start at the base of the leftm ost rock of Beehi ve Buttress. Climb easy rock 
to a possible be lay (2Sm) and then continue directl y up the short steep wall behind. 

Ocean Wall, Gully Left Wall: 
M£I/ p hy's La\\'- ISm VS 4c* C. Cartwright, N. Wil son. 30th May, 1999. 
The left wa ll of the boulder-fill ed gully bounding the east side o f Ocean Wall is 
dominated by a left to ri ght-ri sing ramp system. The ramp peters out Sm be low the 
top of the wall. This line c limbs the obvious left-facing corner dropping from the 
top ri ght end of the ramp. Climb the corner, ste pping right at top. before pulling 
back left through a bulge on excellent jugs. 

Staircase - 2Sm VS 4c . A. Faulk. J. Walker. 30th May, 1999. 
The obvious ramp line start to Murphy' s Law. 

Ocean Wall, East-Facing Flank: 
High ' 1/ Dry - 40m HVS Sa*' C. Cartwright, N. Wilson. 30th May, 1999. 
Thi s route ascends the narrow east-fac ing fl anking face of Ocean Wall , as taken by 
Lego Route. The essence of the route is two shallow, offse t, left-facing corners 
starting 10m up the face. Start at a small recess in the basalt dyke left of centre of 
the wall. Climb bulg ing though intricate ground (crux) leading up to the first of the 
shall ow corners. C limb this corner, step ri ght into a second corner and continue on 
to easy upper slabs and the are te above. 

Note: The above party assumes that Lego Route climbs the line on the right of this 
face leading naturally, as does High ' n Dry , to the easy arete bounding Ocean Wall 
and East Flank of Ocean W all. This line of what is believed to be Lego Ro ute was 
certainly climbed by N. Stevenson and K. Murphy on 30th May, 1999, at VS Sa. 

Ocean Wall: 
Unnamed - 60m HVS . N. Stevenson, K. Murphy. 30th May , 1999 
Thi s route climbs a line on the right-hand side of Ocean Wall , ri ght of and paralle l 
to Frozen Ocean. Start at the obvious break as for Frozen Ocean . 
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I. 30m Sa. Follow Frozen Ocean through the overhang, traverse the slabby ram p 
to its end and move up ri ghtwards to blocks in a small ni che. 
2. 30m4c. C li mb the crack above the belay, then flakes leftwards before head ing 
directly for the top. 

MULL, Creag Liath: 
Piping - 16m HVS Sa*' C. Moody, A. Soloi st. 14th October, 1999 
Left of the main rock mass is a rib with a large detached block near the top. Start 
on the left side and c limb the rib , with a bold awkward start. At the block step left 
and cl imb the crack that form s the left s ide. 

Flusie - 20m El Sb** C. Moody , C. Black. 7th September, 1999 
Start just right of Sloe worm. Step off the boulder and climb up right to the rib , place 
gear in the crack on the ri ght then climb the rib keeping on the left side of it. Fini sh 
up the blunt face. 

Bracken Sprayillg- 18m HVS Sa*. C. Moody, C. Black. 22nd Jul y, 1999. 
Round ri ght of Flusie. climb the steep crack on the east face. 

Balmeanach: 
Thirty One Lesbians - E2 5b. C. Moody , C. Black. 19th May, 1999. 
Start at the middle of the pillar left of the main face, at a step in the c li ffbase. Climb 
up, straight fo rward but poorly protected, although a large rock can be placed before 
gaining the mid ledge. From the ledge make reachy moves over rhe bulge and 
continue to easier rock. Follow the easy but loose ramp up ri g ht. Poss ibl y E3 for 
short c limbers. 

Clam Rock - 16m E2 Sc*. C. Moody, C. Blac k. 19th May, 1999 . 
Start between Mu shroom Pi cki ng and Milanda Shelf. Move up to the crescent­
shaped overh ang, left of the dangling fence . Climb the crackli ne above with an 
awkward bu lge. 

Raven 's Crag (MR 433 303): 
A remote cliff with a fine outlook over the islands from Jura to Skye and the Outer 
Hebrides. At 360m and in an exposed position it best visi ted in good weather 
outwith the stalki ng season. M. MacLeod and C. Moody c lim bed here in 1987, but 
an hour's walk from the main road for short routes was a bit over the top in those 
days. Routes described left to right. 

Block Buttress: 
Thi s is the northernmost crag with a huge block leaning against the base at the south 
end. 

Block Rib - 2Sm Severe*' C. Moody . I st Jul y, 1999. 
C limb the rib to the right of the huge block, starting just ri ght of the base of the rib . 

The nex t route is on the buttress to the right. 

Charge O/The Tiger - 30m E2 Sb** I. Taylor, C. Moody. 12 th June, 1999. 
Towards the left s ide of the buttress is a rib with a crack up the ri ght side. This route 
climbs the edge left of the crack. Fine sustained clim bi ng w ith a bold start. 
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Right aga in is a 3Sm-high section of c liff, although it is best to scramble off after 
2Sm. 

Your Paps Are Cloudy - 3Sm E l Sb* C. Moody, M. Shaw. 12th June, 1999. 
Start left of the wide crack. Climb the crack in the shallow corner which slants left 
a little. Finish up the easy crack above. 

Unnamed - 2Sm Severe. A. N. Other, P. Jarvis. 1989 . 
The wide crack. 

Feadag - 2Sm E l Sb** D. Brooks, M. Shaw. 12th June, 1999. 
Excellent climbing, fa irly hard for the grade. Start round right of the wide crack. 
Start up a corner then move left on to the wall for a few moves then continue up the 
corner. 

Amossyhing - 2Sm HVS Sa. C. Moody , I. Taylor. 12th June, 1999. 
Farther right is a prominent crack . Start right of it , c limb a crack then move left and 
up to gain and climb the prominent crack. 

At the right side are three grassy chimney/gu ll ies; there is a V. Diff. right of them. 
It starts at a bou lder and climbs the left edge of the minor buttress. 

Slanting Buttress: 
Crilical Pa/It /rem - 20m El Sa** l. Taylor, C. Moody. 12th June, 1999. 
A crack Iert of Waggy and running paral lel to it. 

Waggy - 20m VS Sa. D. Brooks. P. Jarvis. 1989. 
The obvious right-slanting crack. 

/glloramie - 20m VS 4c. D. Brooks, M. Shaw. 12th June, 1999. 
Cl imb the steep wall on the right to gain a crack which leads to a block overhang. 

Th'e wide mossy crack just right gives a V. Diff. but there are some loose blocks to 
avoid. 

Scoor: 
Monster Spider - 8m E l Sb* C. Moody , M. Burgess. 19th August, 1999. 
A shelfruns right from the baseofTheCave Monstertoa short wall , climb the crack 
that starts from the right side of the dark pool. 

Ardtun: 
Blazing Windows - ISm E2 Sc*' C. Moody, C. Black. 17th May, 1999. 
Twin cracks left of Gong Bird which look straightforward. Mostl y climbing the left 
crack. 

Playing Th e Accordion - ISm E2 Sc*. C. Moody, J. Ferrie, D. Walker, W. Hood. 
I st May, 1999. 
The crack right of Coll ie Dolphins. The climbing is not obvious. 
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Radioacti ve Rose - ISm HVS Sa. C. Moody, C. Grindley, S. Kennedy. 26th June. 
1999 . 
Ri ght of The Pelican Briefare several grassy grooves, beyond which is a left-fac ing 
corner with a 4m high grass-topped pillar 3m left. Cl imb the corner whi ch is about 
10m left of Atomkraft. 

Atomkraft NeinDal1ke- ISm E I Sa/b. C. Moody, A. Soloist. 14th September, 1999. 
The obv ious wide crack in a right-facing corner. Gain a grassy ledge then climb the 
crack. Runners included a Friend#6 and an RP#3. 

Irradiated Slaters - I Sm E l Sb*. C. Moody. C. Black. 17th May. 1999. 
There is a corner 1 Sm right. Start up a short crack to its left, then pull left into the 
main crack which is followed to the top. 

Kiribati - 10m HVS Sa*. C. Moody, C. Black. I st January, 2000. 
The crack left of Walkabout, wi th a bulge high up. 

The Green Hill: 
Get In Quick - 12m E I Sa/b. C . Moody, A. Soloist. October, 1999. 
The wide crack in the left-faci ng corner to the right of Pancakes At lochdar. 

Erraid: 
The three cracks behind Sentinel are left to right, V. Diff.. VS 4c and VS 4c. 
From the Upper Tier go to the archway entrance, turn right and move down the easy 
gully. 

SKYE 

GLEN SLIGACHAN CRAGS: 
There are a number of fine crags on the lower slopes of Sgurr na h-Uamha (M.R. 
476 240) where Harta Corrie meets the main glen. The rock is rough gabbro 
offering excellent fr iction. There is the occasional loose rock, but thi s should not 
detract from the clim bs. Blade pegs are useful as the rock can be very compact, but 
protection is generally good when found. 

The Main Crag (M.R. 488 245): 
This crag is more than lOOm high and rough ly triangular in shape on its NE face . 
The SE face is composed of vast ro lling slabs. 
Luke's Climb-SOm H. Severe4b* R. Simpson, D.Morri son (a lt.). 9th April , 2000. 
At the left s ide of the NE face an obv ious heathery ramp leads rightwards on to the 
face. Start at the far right of the ramp (peg belay). 
I. 2Sm Climb the slab into a shallow corner and go up the right wall. Make an airy 
traverse right to the central s labs. Go up these for Sm to a crack. 
2. 2Sm4b Climb just right of the corner to an obvious break. Climb this awkward ly 
to a spacious ledge. 

Scramble off left to easy slabs leading to the top of the crag. Descent is by a trap 
fault down the left s ide of the SE face . 
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The SE face gives the followin g route: 
The Runaway Slabs - lOOm Moderate - V. Diff. R. Simpson, D. Morri son (both 
so lo). 9th Apri l, 2000. 
Climb the slabs centrally on good rock with excell ent friction. Much variation 
poss ible. 

Laceration Crag: 
Thi s li es about 200m south of the Main Crag and slightl y hi gher up the hill. The 
most prominent feature is a long off-w idth wh ich gives the next route. 
Slash and Burn -40m Mild VS 4b. D. Morrison, R. Simpson (a iL). 9th April, 2000. 
I. 2Sm 4b Climb theslabby right wa ll of the chimney till forced to move left. Bridge 
up to a small tree which is passed on the right with difficulty to move just outs ide 
a chimney-cave (peg belay). 
2. ISm 4b Climb the slabby corner above wi th good moves leading to a trap 
ch imney. 
Graded for the use of pegs. Descent is to the ri ght passing below slabby walls . 

The Mortuary Slab: 
Thi s large slab overlooks the Bloody Stone. From the top of Laceration Crag, the 
slab is seen in profile. A slight descent leads to its foot. 
Pas! Mor!em - 30m V. Diff*' D. Morrison. R. Simpson. 9th Apri l, 2000. 
Start 20m from the right edge at an obvious break (s mall cairn). C lim b the crack for 
Sm to where it forks. Follow cracks and grooves leftwards to the eas ier s labs above 
(good protection). Descend by moving right, scrambling over slabs to the top of 
Lacerat ion Crag. 

SGURR NAN GILLEAN, Coire a' Bhasteir: 
MacLaren's Chilllney - SOm IV.5. C. Gardiner. Edwards. M. M oran. 29th 
February, 2000. 
A good winter pitch; finish up NW Face Route or Just a Boy 's Game (200m to the 
summit). 

Forked Chimney - 7S m IV,S. M. Moran (backrope solo). 15th December, 1999. 
Follows the main chimney in three pitches. Finish up a snow amphitheatre to the 
West Ridge. 

Cingini Chiminee - 3Sm Vr,6 . M. Lates (unsec.). 4th March , 2000. 
The line betwee n Forked Chim ney and Flutings Climb is sometimes comp leted by 
an icic le dripping past the cave. • 
I. ISm Climb to the cave (on good neve on this occasion). 
2. 20m Place good Friend protecti on in the cave roof, then spirit up the delicate 
icicle starting inside and working out. The di fficulties end after I Sm. The easy 
fini shing pitches had to be mi ssed due to icicle Failure. 

Deep Chimney -70m IV ,S. N. Marshall , D. Ritchie. 13th February 2000. 
Follow the summer route. Above the large jammed block a finish was taken on the 
right wall. 
Far better than the summer description would sugges t. 
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South-West Face: 
lOOm directly below the summit lies a snowfie ld. Ice sometimes fl ows from thi s 
snowfie ld down a sha llow depression in the face below then over rock steps to the 
foot of the face . The fo llowing route fo ll ows this ice and gave a fine direct route to 
the summit. 
White Dreams - 28Sm IV,S. N. Marshall, D. Ritchie. 20th February, 2000. 
I . 30m. Climb steep thinly iced s labs to a snowy ledge. 
2. 30m. Continue up thin iced slabs, then steep snow to a ledge on the right. 
3. 30m. Climb the short steep ice pillar above (crux), then easy snow. 
4. SSm. Follow eas ier ice up the depression above to gain a snow basin and climb 
to its top. 
5. SOm. Exit rightwards up steeper ice and gain the main snowfield. 
6. 40m. Follow easy snow to the top of the snow fie ld . 
7. SOm. C limb mixed ground trending right to finish at a fine thread be lay under the 
summit cairn. 

AM BASTEIR, North Face: 
Am Basreir Chimlley - 14Sm IV.6. A. Nelson, D. Ritchie. 12th December 1999. 
Follow the su mmer route, the first two pitches being co mmon to White Spirit. 
I. 40m. Climb the chimney and sha ll ow gully above. 
2. 40m. Climb easie r ground and snow slope to be low a steep chimney . 
3. 40m. Continue up the fine techni cal chimney (crux) to belay on The Deadline. 
4 . 2Sm. Climb the continuat ion fault above to the top. 

Note: A correct ion to the description of White Spirit (SMCJ 1999). There were six 
pitches on thi s route not five . The description should read : 
4 . SOm . Follow this fault rig htwards over broken ground and ledges to belay in an 
alcove. 
5. 40m . Con tinue eas ily rightwards a long the nan'owing ledge in a superb position 
to belay in the chimney of the Squeeze Box . 
6 . 40m. Climb the chimney and fault above to finish just short of the su mmit. 

SGURR AN FHEADAIN : 
Cameron's Gully - 70m I. D. Morrison, R. Simpson. 4th March. 2000. 
This c limbs the deep gully on the Coil' a Tairneilear face direct to the summit, with 
two short steepenings and good rock scenery. 

Note: Stag G ully (Coire a' Mhadaidh) is onl y I m wide, not 2m as stated in the 
guide. 

SGURR A' GHREADAIDH, Summit Buttress : 
Hamish's Chill/ney - WIll. M. Lates, R. Lawson. 1I th December, 1999. 
Follow the slimmer line. 

SGURR A' MHADAIDH: 
Whispering Wa/!- ISSm V. P. Ramsden, M. Fowler (a lt. ). 1I th December, 1999. 
Takes the lower two thirds of the summer line before trend ing right to fini sh. 
I. 30m Start in the dyke line and c limb lip trending left to below a la rge block. 
2. 3Sm Pass the block on the left and move li p to ga in the left-hand end of a 
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prominent snow she lf. Move along thi s fo r 7m, then climb the steep and poorly 
protected wall above trending left to the edge of the wall. Surmount a small overl ap 
to the foo t of a c himney . 
3. 4Sm Climb the chimney to a snow ledge. Veer up leftwards to an ex posed 
position overloo king Deep Gash Gull y. Move left, then trend back ri ght to the left ­
hand end of a snow ramp. 
4 . 4Sm Foll ow the ramp rightwards to gain the crest of the buttress . 

INNACCESSIBLE PINNACLE: 
The Naked Saltire - 30m E2 Sc . M. Lates, D. McLaughlin . 8th Aug ust, 1999. 
A perfect crackl ine up the north wa ll of the Pinnacle (probably the same fa ult as 
South Crack). Athletic moves o ff the ground (crux) lead to a pod. Continue up the 
crack, sustained to the crest. Probabl y slow to dry. 

CORUISG HUT CRAG: 
HalfCelllury Crack - 30m E l Sc. S. Brock, C. Heald . 12th May, 1999 . 
On the ri ght side of the crag is a very prominent groove with a crack which peters 
out j ust be low the top. Start up a grassy rake on the right and traverse left into the 
crack at one-quarter he ight. C limb the crack to a we ll protected crux at the top. 

BLAVEN: 
Clough 's Cleft - V,6. F. MacCallum .M. Shaw, D. Ri tchie. 4th M arch, 2000. 
Foll ow the summer route fini shi ng directly by the continuation chimney at the top. 
Thi s natural winter route. although short, provided superb icy mi xed c limbing. Due 
to the narrowness of two chimney sections rucksacs are not recommended. 

Chock-a-Block Chill1 l1ey- I OSm V. M. Fow ler. P. Ramsden (a lt. ). 12th December, 
1999 . 
I. 2Sm Climb easily up the bed of the gull y. 
2 . 2S m Cl imb steeply up rock on the right of the gully fo r 7m until it is possible to 

traverse a precarious slab to rega in the gully fault. C limb up and ex it awkwardly 
on to an eas ing. 
3. 20m Tackle the nex t series o f overhangs via a through route to a deep cave . 
4 . 3Sm Ex it on the le ft, trend back ri ght to regain the bed and continue on snow. 

ELGOL, Schoolhouse Buttress: 
Note: From C. Moody. No Excuses (SMCJ 1999) sounds the same as Pew with a 
Vi ew (SMCJ 1998) . 

Suidhe Biorach: 
Rapid Learning Curve - E6 6b. N. Hancock. 1999. 
A line through the triple roofs and arete between Arc of the Covenant and Tree 
Route, with the crux being the lip of the fi nal roof (full descripti on not rece ived). 

NEIST, The Upper Crag: 
Towards its northern end, the Upper Crag has a hidden section o f bl ack, north­
fac ing wa ll whic h is split by a very prominent crack. The wall is best approached 
by descending a slabby recess some distance farther north and then wa lking back 
along the base of the crag. Gigantic bl ocks on the slope be low the crag make an 
approach from the Green Lady much more difficult. 
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Comrades in Arms - 45 m E3 6a. W. l effrey, S. Abbott. 26th June, 1999. 
The party in vested in several giant camming dev ices (Came lot 4.Ss) to protect the 
ma in crack. Willi ams also contributed but couldn ' t get up the route. It is best to 
arrange a belay from a stake at the top before climbing. Climb cracked bl ocks and 
move right to gain the main crack line . Struggle up this off-width crack with great 
difficulty. Where it s lants right, make a stride right to another crack, then fo ll ow thi s 
up and left to a fine niche. Climb up to a roof and pass this on the ri ght. Continue 
with sustained interes t up cracks and grooves, on s li gh tl y crumbl y rock, to the top. 

Green Lady Area: 
The nex t three lines are on the Upper Crag c lose to the Green Lady . Approach as 
for that feature but continue to a separate gully SOm farther north . Descend this 
gully for 20m, crossing a sheep fence. Follow a sect ion of short , steep wall on the 
ri ght. The first two lines cl imb zigzag cracks on thi s wall - easily seen from the 
Green Lady . They are short but fun. 
Snickelbo), - 20m Severe 4b. M. Hudson, R. Brown. 30th October, 1998. 
C limb a thin jagged crack at the immed iate base of the gull y. Emerge presently on 
a grassy she lf, step 2m left , and finish up a V-corner over some tricky grave ll y 
bul ges. Good block belays. 

2 & 8 Crack - ISm HVS Sa*' M. Hudson, R. Brown. 30th October, 1998. 
C li mb the striking chimney crack 10m to the left of the base of the gull y . Brutal 
wedging and jamm ing. Belay on blocks as for the previous route. 

Some 10m le ft of the prev ious route, there are a series of flake ribs. The next route 
takes a striking line up the second fl ake. Continuously interesting. 
Thousand Island - 3Sm VS 4c**. M. Hudson, J. Hudson. 27th December, 1998. 
Start precariously up a steep, foot-wide ramp to gai n achimney-slot. Back-and-foot 
up this before bridging out right onto the sloping rib. Climb the open groove above 
via some airy bridging, and finish more eas il y. 

Descend the Green Lady gully to reach the next two routes . 
Potato Picker Fingers - E l Sb? W . Gordon Canning, O. Higg ins . 3rd Jul y, 1999. 
The obv ious crack on the gully wall left of Seagulls. 

Robert the Bruce- 2S m Severe 4b. D. N. Williams, G. Archibald . 22 nd Jul y, 1998. 
A surpri singly enj oyable climb up the rib and cracks a short distance to the right of 
Temptation. The route finishes immedi ate ly to the left of a prominent pinnacle 
which bears a fanciful resemblance to the figure after whom the route is named. 

Walking north from The Financia l Sector just pastthe loch is a belay stake. The next 
three routes are below. To approach them, go down Tower gully and turn north or 
down Green Lady gully and head south. Here is a 40m-high wall w ith a band of 
overhangs and a corne r to the left. It conta in s the following three routes. 
Shimmering - 3S m E l Sb**. C. Moody, L. GOI'don Canning, 8th June, 1999. 
Ri ght of Route With A View is a J 2m hi gh flake, thi s route climbs the obv ious crack 
j ust right. C limb the awkward left-facing corner above the right side of the flake, 
climb the right side of the small block above then pull left and c limb the crack to 
the top. The next route is just to its right. 
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Deep Blue - 40m E2 5c*** N. Smith, R. Lupton. I st May , 1999. 
To the left of the main wall is a recess with a corner to its right and left. A large 
overhang spans between the corners at 15m. The route climbs the le ft-hand corner 
reached by firstly climbing easy slabs. Climb the corner crack to under the roof. 
Fo ll ow the crack through the roof and up the wall above. Good rock throughout. 

Shining Path - 40m E3 5c** N. Smith, R. Lupton . I st May, 1999. 
The route starts at the base of the obviou s crack located in the centre of the main 
wa ll. Climb the easy lower cracks (loose) up to a shallow corner. Here the crack 
c loses then flares. C limb to top of the corner stepping up, right and then back left 
to reach easier ground (c ru x). Continue up a largercornerto finish with an off-width 
splitting the headwall. The lower rock is loose, the upper rock good. 

Financial Sector: 
Both C. Moody and N. Williams note that Gampy ' s Wallet (SMCJ 1999) seems to 
be same route as Hurricane Hideaway (SMCJ 1998). 
C. Moody notes that Jam For Brai ns (see below) mu st be near Worm ' s Eye View 
(S MCJ 1997). 

Jamjor Brains-40m El 5b**. S. Campbell. C. Cartwright, N. Wil son. 3 1 st May, 
1998. 
Climbs the prominent corner system hidden behind (ie. north of) the obvious 
standing pill ar/dyke at the northern extrem ity of the Financial Sector. 
I . 15m 4c. Climb a short corner to gain an awkward chimney. Struggle up thi s to 
a large sloping ledge. 
2 . 25m 5b. Gain the corner above and climb this to a ledge. Step deli cately up to a 
higher ledge and climb the left-hand crack through a roof to easier ground. 

Unnamed - E2 5c. 1. Lewis. T. Charles-Edwards. Summer, 1999. 
Start at the basalt flake/pillar. Climb the crack up the cliff which starts by the right 
(south) side of the pillar, then make an awkward move right and continue to the lOp. 

Waterjront - 25m E2 5c***' C. Cartwright, S. Campbel l. 18th July, 1998. 
To the right of the standing pillar/dyke is a clean wall above a grassy gully . A 
prominent crack, curving up to the right, is protected by a suspicious ly poised 
Damoclean block low down. Climb delicatel y up to the poi sed block and use this 
to enter the crack above. Follow the strenuous but well protected crack to the lOp . 
Loom oj the Land - 30m El 5b* C. Cartwright, S. Campbell. 18th July, 1998. 
This line climbs the shallow right-facing corner and well-defined upper crack 
sp litting the next buttress north (left) of Terminal Bonus (Two belay stakes in 
place). Scra mble up broken ground to the base of the corner which is fo ll owed to 
a ledge on the left. Move right and pull up into the crack Follow thi s to the top. 

Ronnie Biggs- 35m E2 5b/c* C. Moody, R. Lupton, S. Scott Moncrief, L. Gordon 
Can ning. 13th November, 1999. 
The rib between Earthbound and Terminal Bonus. Start down left of Terminal 
Buttress at a pointed block with a faint crack just le ft. Climb the faint crack (crux) 
to the juniper ledge, step left and continue just left of the small overhang above. 
Move up right above the overhang and follow the rib to the top. 
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The next two routes have a common sta rt w ith Insider Dea ling. 
M idas Touch - 30m VS 4c. S. Abbott, P. A irley. Jul y 1999. 
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Start up Insider Dealing, bu t carry on up where that route moves hard right. Fo ll ow 
the obvious left-curving slab, and break out right to finish. 

Black Scholes - 30m HVS Sa. S. A bbot!, P. A irl ey. July 1999. 
Sta rt up Insider Dea ling, the n fo ll ow Midas Touch until it is poss ibl e to move ri ght 
to a roof. Fo ll ow a crack direct to the top. 

Nostrol11o - 40m E I Sa*' A. Holden, M . Hudson. 2 1 st March. 1998. 
Thi s route is s ituated on the south-facing section of the Upper C rag between 
Sonamara and The Fin . It is fin ely-pos itio ned though with some poor rock. Fro m 
the c li ff top a grassy fi n is visible near sea level. Just to the left of this the c li ff fo rms 
three ribs. The climb takes the centra l rib , bounded o n e ither side by a gully . 
Approach from the seashore by scrambling up steep rocks and grass o r fro m the 
cl iff top by abseil.Start to the ri ght of the rib . C lim b easy but suspect rock, trend ing 
le ft to reach the left side of a semi -detached pin nac le on the an~te. C limb a c rack 
to reach the top of the pinnac le. Continue up the rib on the left side till it is possible 
to move onto the an~te . Fini sh directl y Li p thi s. Good nut belays. 

The Lower Crag, Destitution Point: 
Descend as for the Green Lady a nd head north toward s the second obvious 
headl and (the first headland is Poverty Po int). 
CaplClin Pug Wash - 20m E l Sb* N. S mi th, R. Lupton. 20th April , 1999. 
C limb the crack on the south face of the point, le ft of Cog less (S MCJ 1999) . C limb 
through the overhang at Sm and up the c rack in the wa ll above. T here are jammed 
blocks in the lower crack but good rock e lsewhe re. Other short routes have been 
cl imbed left of this one . 

True Colours - 20m E3 Sc***' N. S mith , R. Lu pton, M. MacLeod, L. Gordon 
Canning. 20th April , 1999. 
T hi s route can be seen from the approach. C limbs the left -hand overhanging crack 
of an in verted V recess on the land-facing wa ll , le ft of M an of Straw (S MC] 1999). 
Abse il down the route bel ay ing on a small ledge at the base of the crack. C lim b a 
shallow corner to an overhang, fi st j am right in to a corner leadi ng to a further roof. 
C limb the final roof and crack to fini sh. Excellent rock. 

Poverty Point: 
Aqualung - E2/3 Sc"* C. Moody . N. Sm ith, R. Lupton. 27th March, 1999. 
The corner left (west) of the prow (right of At T he Welks). 

M ichelangelo Buonarroti - 30m E l Sb*. C. Moody, B . Tay lo r. 7th March, 1999. 
The obv ious two corners right (east) of the main prow. The tidal start was avoided 
by stepping in from the left. 

The fo llowing lines are to be found on the Lower C rag, immedi ate ly north of 
Bernard 's D ilemma. Approach down the gull y as fo r that route. Belays have to be 
made well back from the c li ff top on bou lde rs and blocks often well above the path 
- a separate be lay ing rope is he lpful. A solita ry stake at present cate rs o nl y fo r 
Corn fl ake Wall. I & I Groove and Barabbas . 
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Wafty Wall Tawers - 18m HVS 5b. J. Waiters , D. Pattullo, R. Brown. 23 rd May, 
1998. 
The detached tower in the centre of the wall5m north of Mixed Fruit (SMCJ 1998) 
has a crack and corner on its right-hand side. Overcome this deceptively strenuous 
crack to gai n a ledge and access toeasierclimbing, via a ledge, on the wa ll and tower 
above. 

Yellow Walls: 
North of Curving Crack (SMCJ 1998) is a lOOm-l ong bay with an impassable zawn 
at the north end. This is home to fulm ar and shag colonies and climbing should be 
avoided until after the nesting season (March-August inclusive). The final 30m of 
the bay consist of a series of taller ye llow wall s and corners which reach down 
almost to high tide leve l. 
Sugaree - 32m VS 4c*. M. Hudson, P. Arden, A. Holden. 22nd August, 1998. 
This route takes the right-hand area of the ye llow wa lls just before the ground rises 
up in blocks to the right. Start at a smooth area of wall sporting a sequence of sharp 
jugs. An improbable seepage may be flowing I m to the left. Lots of small wires 
needed. Use the jugs to pull up steeply into balance and step left to a short groove. 
An awkward series of moves leads up this to a fishy ledge. Move up and right into 
a smooth left-facing corner. Some awkward mantelshelves lead to the easier steep 
wa ll above, climbed 2m left of the corner. Belay well back on big blocks. 

10m left of Sugaree and a little higher is a very smooth ye llow wall holding a line 
of cleaned flakes and steps. This and the next two lines share a stake belay just above 
the cliff top path. Rope lengths given are to the stake. 
ear/lflake Wall- 40m VS 4b*. M. Hudson, A. Holden. 30th October, 1998. 
Cl imb the centra l crack sys tem steeply, but easily, until forced leftwards across the 
wa ll. A steep move up leads to a sentry box. Step back right to a fishy ledge. Finish 
d iagona ll y right and exit over a precarious flake in the corner. 

5m right lie two fine-looking paral lel groove lines. Both are well protected , steep 
and strenuous, with exacting finishes. 
J & J Graave-45m HVS 5a***' M. Hudson, A. Holden , N. Bassnett. 3 1 stOctober, 
1998. 
C limb the right-hand groove. 

Barabbas - 45m HVS 5b***. A. Holden, N. Bassnett. 30th October, 1998. 
Climb the left-hand groove. 

The next route c limbs the ridge or headland that juts out opposite the Yellow Walls 
across the small zawn. Plenty of scacliff atmosphere for the grade. It is possible to 
descend a blocky north-facing, guano-fil led gu lly lOOm north of the zawn . 
Scramble back south along the baseofthe cliff to gain the promontory: avoid rough 
seas. As for the Yellow Walls, this area is home to shag and fulmar colonies, and 
climbing should be avoided during the nesting season. 
Zawn Ridge - 40m Severe 4b*. M. Hudson, P . Arden. 20th February, 1999. 
At sea (barnacle) level, traverse as far as possible into the zawn until ensconced on 
a small sheltered platform below a steep chimney-crack leading strai ght up the 
ridge. C limb this chimney (crux) till a blocky ramp is reached - possible belay. 
Fo ll ow the ramp up and right in an atmospheric position poised above the zawn. At 
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a shattered ledge, step le ft and c limb a s lim corner then fo llow the bl ocky arete 
above, belay ing on blocks at the landward end of the ridge. 

Cumhann Geodha: 
Coelenterate Com er - ISm HV S Sa*- G . Latter, M. Boyce. 1st July, 1999 . 
The corne r in the centre of the face, sta rting from sma ll mid-tide ledge on the le ft. 

Bay 5, Lighthouse Wall: 
How the West Was Won, with Alternale Start - 25m HVS 5a* G. Latte r, M . Boyce. 
I st July, 1999. 
The right corner bending left to jo in the orig inal route at mid-height. 

Orca - 25m E2 5b*. G . Latte r, M . Boyee. I st Jul y, 1999 . 
The steep corner at the back of the bay, the base gained by a di agonal abse il 
wes twards from the fenceposts. C limb the corner, fini shing with care up the final 
wa ll. 
Note: G . Latter is not sure how thi s re la tes to Neisty Be isty. 

Farther wes t, beyond the foghorn and the last described route in the guide (Horny 
Corner) is a short (c . 12m) immacul ate wall , w ith two faces dropping into the sea. 
Ideal for deep water so loing, as there are no ledges at the base (beware of the 
je ll yfish) . Two routes followin g prominent c rack-lines on the less impos ing wes t 
face were climbed - down the rightmost line (Severe 4a), traversing left and up the 
undercut leftmost one (VS 4c). Both G. Latte r, 13th Jul y, 1999 . An area of excellent 
rock, worthy of further exploration. 

DUNVEGAN HEAD, Am Famhair: 
Thi s is a free-standing arch/sea stack on the north-east coast o f Duirini sh, just over 
I km north of Galtri g ill towards Dunvegan Head, at M.R. 183 558. Park at the end 
of the road . The slack is vis ible from the cliff top path after a 20-minute walk, and 
a steep pa th leads down to the stack. which is access ible at all states o f tide . 
Am Famhair - 20m VS 4b. A. Holden, M . Hudson. 25th May, 1998 . 
Start up the north -west face at a ri ght-fac ing corner. C limb the corner to a ledge on 
the left at halfhe ight. Traverse le ft round the are te and c limb cracks la a loose fini sh. 
The top is g rass with no obvio ll s be lays : descend by simultaneous abseil. 

TORR A' CHRUIDH: 
Thi s small o utcrop is situated about 30m above the sea near the mouth of Loch 
Greshorni sh (M .R. 365 562) . It has promine nt co lumnar jo inting (end on)" and 
atta ins a maximum height of ISm. D. Peck reports an ascent of an obvious shallow 
groove on the left. 

STAFFIN, Elishadder Wall: 
Skyscraper - 40m E2 5b** P. Donnithorne. E. A lsford . I st June, 1999. 
C limbs the overhang-capped groove ri ght of Received with Thanks. Start at the ivy 
patch and climb eas il y up ri ght to the g roove. Susta ined bridging leads to the big 
roo f whi ch is skirted on the le ft to fini sh up a nice c rack. 

Kilt Rock: 
Codzilla - 40m E3 6a***- E. Alsford , P. Donnithorne. I st June, 1999 . 
The groove between Skyeman and Wide-eyed has some tricky moves low down 
and fin e susta ined climbing a ll the way to the top. 
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Sgeir Bhan (Staffin Slip North): 
The following lines are to be found on the li chenous eas t face. Most of the routes 
referred to were reported in SMCJ 1998. Walk left or south of Staffin C lass ic, past 
an ivy-covered wall , to an area of four distinctive semi-detached columns. 
Between the first two columns, a clean wall tops off a steep vegetable patch. 
Silvester Moon - 43m HVS**' R. Brown, D. Pattullo. 3 1 st December, 1998. 
Takes twin cracks on the right-hand side of the wall adjacent to column o ne. 
I. 13m 4a. Negotiate a passage to the ledge. Start right, traverse left , then back right. 
2. 30m Sa. Cli mb the right-hand layaway crack to a small stance. Move up and over 
the roof on good holds. The twin cracks above give good sport. 

Note: Big Farm Weekly lies between Loose Woman and Persistent Vegetated State 
(SMCJ 1997). Fourth Co lumn c limbs the smal ler detached column some ISm left 
of Big Farm Weekly. 

Mr Scratchy - 23m El Sb* M . Hudson, A. Holden. 2 1 st August, 1998 . 
The boot-width crack on the fron t of the fourth colum n - the first ascen t team kept 
their walking boots on. 0 s ing le move of this climb is remotely enj oyable, yet it 
remains an honourable undertaking. Ca malot#4s and hex# I I s protect. Jam upward 
past a res t ledge and chockstone at 8m, calling on a painful repertoi re of arm 
wedges , boot and body jams. Imposs ibl e to grade but toughest at the top. Descend 
by sim ultaneous absei l as for Fourth Column . 

Farther uphill (left of the crack of Skyscraper). a large corner constrains the path. 
The fol lowing line takes the aretc on the higher face. 
Frequent Flyer - 20m HVS 5b*** . D. Pattuulo, R. Brown, J. Waiters. 22nd May, 
1998. 
A good route with consistent, clean climbing and adequate protection. Start beside 
the sma ll detached flake and climb the crack for about 8m to an obv ious ledge. 
Move right and continue up the arete and crack to the finishing crux . 

The next route starts 3m left of Dogs and Wolves, and takes the right-hand side of 
the big square-cut overhang. 
Independence - ISm E2 Sc* *' C. Spencer, M . Hudson. 4th Jul y, 1998 . 
Climb direct to the roof. Move out and left over the overhang using undercuts to 
ga in steep jams. Swing out and finish direct on steep but straightforward ground . 

Immediately left of A White Tail of Hogmanay a crack twists into a triangulated 
groove capped at mid he ight. 
Vienna Triangle- ISm E l 5b*. R. Brown, D. Pattull o J. Waiters . 22nd May, 1998. 
Climb the crack and lose oneself in the triangle. Escape by moving left before 
reaching the block on the upper headwall. 

RUBHA HUNISH, Meal Tuath: 
Details of the route reported in SMCJ 1998 are as fo ll ows: 
Drifting Too FarFromShore-80m E8***. W . Birkett, D. Birkett . 17th September, 
1996. 
Takes the centra l weakness of the crag by discontinuous grooves through overl aps, 
to reach a fine crack running directly up the headwall. Start IOm left of orthern 
Lights just left of nose. 
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I. 55 m 6a. C limb the weakness. trending up the cracks fo rmed by detached 
pinnacles, to the wa ll below the first band of overhangs . Step up le ft to ga in the 
overlap and pull over (first cru x) to ga in a shall ow corner. Climb to a small roof, 
pull into the corner above (second crux), and continue to easier ground . Pull up the 
corner a nd over a detached block to gain a poor stance and be lay just dow n and ri ght 
of a huge detached boulder. 
2. 25m 6c. A serio lls, sustained and precarious pitch. With immedi ate difficulty and 
poor gear, climb a shall ow corner directl y above belay to jo in a d iagonal crack 
which comes in from the ri ght. Continue up crack to overhang in headwall. Pull up 
strenuously ri ght through thi s to ga in crack splitting fin al headwall. Continue 
without respite to the top. 

Meal Deas: 
About 25m south-west of the Minch and Tatties buttress li es a ta ll pyramidal tower, 
the tip of which is split by a crack. The nex t route gain s and climbs thi s crack, 
fini shing up the c liff face behind. 
Questionnaire - 60m VS*' M . Hudson, A. Holden. 27 th May, 1998. 
Approach by mounting the scree left of the tower to the right-hand corner, then 
making a short scramble rightwards up a dusty bank to belay on some giant fl akes . 
Thi s avo ids the fudgy lower section o f cli ff. 
I . 30m 4c. T raverse eas il y rightwards, then climb round onto the front face in a 
spectacular positi on. Gain the crack in the face above, whi ch is fo ll owed (c ru x) to 
a ramp . A mo re vegetated arete leads to the top o f the pinnacle . Belay back at the 
saddl e where the pinnacle joins the main cliff. 
2. 30m 4c. C limb carefull y up to the left-hand of the cracks directl y above, which 
is fo llowed on good jams to the c li ff top. 

NEW GUIDE: 

NORTHERN HIGHLANDS 
SOUTH AND WEST (VOLUME ONE) 

Since the new guide is some way o ff, a summary of all the crags in thi s area is now 
on the SMC Website (under Ac ti vities). In addit io n, there are full descripti ons for 
the routes at G ruinard (including Jetty Buttress) and the Stone Va lley Crags. 

GLEN SHIEL, Creag Lundie Slabs (MR 153 108): 
M. Hudson sent some route descriptions. T he Kyle/Dornie c limbers use it for 
evenings, so the routes may have been c limbed many times . 

SAIL CHAORAINN: 
Distant Groove - 70m 1lI ,4. A . Nisbet. 27th March, 2000. 
The c rag is on the west side of the north top ( 100 tm) and is well see n when walking 
north from the south top ( I 002m). MR 133 158. It is also di sappo inting ly small. The 
route takes a central groove, trending ri ght to a rockfa ll scar, up its left edge before 
mov ing le ft to a steep fini sh. The left edge of the crag was also climbed (scrappy 
Grade II) . 

SGURR AN LOCHAIN: 
Direct Evasion - C limbed direct up the chimney groove on pitch I to the stance 
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below the narrow cave. [V,S overall and worthwhi le. N . Edwards, C. Gardiner, M. 
Moran on 27th February, 2000. 

BEINN FHADA, Coire an Sgairne: 
Tramlines - 140m IV,6. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. I st March , 2000. 
Climbs the crest left of the great wall. Start up a groove system left of the crest until 
flakey ground leads out to the crest above its first steep section. Pullover a bulge 
and climb twin cracks in the second corner left of the crest. The fini shing crest is 
easy. Grade II apart from one short pitch. The route has been climbed in summer 
but including both the steep sections in the crest (Severe but rather vegetated). 

MORUISG, The Great Grey Slab of Moruisg (SMCJ 1997): 
Rock Suifer - 95m HVS * R. Biggar, J. R. Mackenzie. 23rd August, 1999. 
Movi ng left a long the rake below the main slab, the most alTesting feature is a steep 
smooth slab with a prom inent A-shaped notch cut out of the bottom overlap. Start 
here. 
I. 4Sm 4c. Climb up to the notch on fr iction (crux) and through it (first protection 
above) to continue up the slab to a terrace and Friend belay by Close to the Edge. 
A fi ne and bold pitch, eas ier than it looks. 
2. SOm 4b. Climb the initially easy slab left of that route to the steeper top section. 
Climb straight up to the shallow corner right of the double overlapped corner of The 
President's Men and finish up thi s on better holds. 

Britrle Times - 90m El *. R. Biggar, J. R. Mackenzie. 23rd August. 1999 . 
This varied and bold route takes the slah to the right of the hi g grassy corner and 
left of The President's Men on scanty protection. Move up the rake to start up a 
smooth slab left of the first pitch of The President 's Men . 
I. 20m 4b. Friction the slab and up edges to the terrace. 
2. 4Sm 4b. Climb the slab right of the big corner and just left of an overlapped edge, 
over steeper overlaps to an easing and Friend belay in a slot above. 
3. 2Sm Sa .Cl imb the steeper concave slab midway between the big corner and the 
top pitch of The Presidents Men, taking a smooth slab left of a thin grassy crack to 
the top. 

GLAS BHEINN: 
The Beasts Lair - 130m IV ,S. 1. Lyall , R. Webb. December, 1999 . 
From the Bealach a' G las-ch noic, walk just south of west for Ikm until a deep 
chimney/gu lly appears on the left. This is the route (MR approx . 890446). 

Slab Boys - ISOm IV,4 . M. Eurolander, R. Webb. February, 2000. 
As for S lab and Groove, except climb the slab a ll the way on a strip of ice. 

FUAR THOLL, Mainreachan Buttress: 
Moriarty - 180m E4. B. Davi son, A . Nisbet. 31 st July, 1999. 
A linejust right ofSherl ock and forced to share two belays and a short sect ion. Start 
at a small rib right of the bay at the base of Sherlock. 
I . 30m Sa. Cl imb the rib , then go diagonally left across a steep wall above the bay 
to enter and climb a chimney-corner which leads to the right end of the ledge of 
Sherlock. 
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2. ISm 6b. Climb the groove above the right end of the ledge to roofs. Swing ou t 
left on to the are te and traverse delicate ly left to the belay of Sherlock. 
3. ISm 5b. Thi s pitch is a direct version of Sherlock's pitch 4, possibl y the ori g in al 
line but not the necessary line to make She rlock HVS (the grade in the cun-ent guide 
is Scotti sh VS). Start up the groove of Sherl ock but continue over a bulge and the 
groove above. . 
4. 40m5a. Traverse ri ght, the n go up to a ramp. Follow this a short way, then climb 
straight up grooves. 
5. 50m 4b. Take a right-trending line up a depression (para lle l to Sherlock). 
6. 30m. Finish straight up. 

Note: D. McGimpsey and A. Nisbet repeated Enigma/S leuth, Original Winter 
Route o n 29th February. 2000, but with a start near the summer route of Sleuth. 
Despite the description in the current guide, the line marked in photo 835 of the 
Maclnnes gu ide is accurate and the route was probably the hardest in Scotland at 
the time (it was considered VII ,7). 
Sleuth Slarl- 60m VII,7. 
A recommended start near the summer route which keeps the ro ute nearly separate 
from winter Enigma below the Great Terrace and, although slightly harder than the 
Origin al Route crux, is in keeping with it. Start right of Sleuth summer and about 
25m up from the toe of the c li ff at a short ramp which slants up leftward s into a steep 
groove of vertical flakes. Climb the ramp and groove to a ledge (20m). A line of 
weakness now slants up left to jo in the summer route and continues to the First 
Terrace, joining the Original Winter Route (40m). 

Lower South-East ose: 
A Riglu Cheek - 130m VS. A. Ni sbet. 20th May, 1999. 
A route up the steeper ground right of the Nose Direct, crossing the fault of Lair 
Wall. Start below a lighter coloured rib which form s the right s ide of a bay with a 
rowan tree. 
I. 45m 4c. Climb the rib to the first stance of Lair Wall. 
2. 45m 4c. Move right and climb near a crack line which goes to the right end of a 
roof system. Move out right in a spectacular position and up to a terrace. 
3. 40m. Move left and climb a rib of booming flakes to scrambling (a lso an 
alternative fini sh to ose Direct) . 

SGURR A' CHAORACHAIN, Summit Buttress: 
Note: B. Dav ison and A. Nisbet made a free ascent of Big Daddy on 1st August, 
1999 at E3 5c. 

BEINN BHAN, Coire an Fhamhair: 
Genesis - 31 Om VlJ, 7. A. Cave, D. Hes leden. 20th February, 2000. 
Climbs the stunning line formed by an overhanging chimney/chasm at the left s ide 
o f the cliff. Sustained at a reasonable grade and with good belays, this route has an 
intimidating a mbiance. The situations are superb. 
I. 30m. Climb up to the base of the overhanging chimney and traverse o ut left a long 
an obvious narrow turf ledge with interest to belay up and left. 
2 . 35m. Climb rightwards across a steep wall onto a small ledge and then climb the 
short leftward-facing corner. Move out ri ght to a second corner and climb its ri ght 
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wall on thin ice to a terrace above, gai ning the main chimney line. Belay out left on 
a huge natural thread. 
3. 2Sm. Move right and climb up under a hanging icicle. Climb a steep left-facing 
corner on the right. At its top traverse right along turf and mantel boldly up to bel ay 
on a huge monolithi c block. Steep and exposed. 
4. 4S m. Traverse left acros the wall (mi nimal protection) to reach thin ice in the 
main chimney line. Follow this (bold) to a giant chocks tone. Climb under and then 
on to the chockstone and be lay . Fantastic. 
5. 2Sm. Climb the steep groove above with interest. 
Now follow easy snow for two-and-a-half pitches to the top ( ISOm). 

Coire Toll a' Bhein, Breach Buttress: 
The Weed - 230m IV,S. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. 19th December, 1999. 
A direct route up the rightmost ridge (Illegal Grass, SMCJ 1998 is an indirect 
version). Start as for Illega l Grass to the steep band . This was tackled centrally 
starting up a big block with jammed flakes . Two further groove pitches led to the 
easier final crest and the top tower was taken direct. 

BEN DAMPH FOREST, Kinlochdamph Crag (Creag na Saobhaidhe) MR 
869477. West-faci ng cliff base 150111: 
A sandstone crag with interesting c limbing features but slightl y lichenous . Some 
routes are slow to dry ; others are quick in the afternoon sun. The crag is seen from 
the A896 Lochcarron to Shieldaig road. Park on this and walk or cycle down the 
tarmac road to Ceann-Ioch-damh, cross the river (no bridge) and follow the path 
until cl imbi ng the heathery hillside to the crag. 30-40 minutes. 

The crag is separated into two halves by a large pinnacle at its base. Left of the 
pinnacle are several grooves. Ri ght of it is an impressive prow high upand a smooth 
overhanging wall at the right end of the crag. The left end of the fronta l face of the 
crag coi ncides with the end of trees at its base. Here the crag turns from west-facing 
to NW-facing and vegetated. In the arete form ing thi s change of aspect is a slim 
bottomless groove, the first route from the left. 
Raven Seek Thy Brorher - 30m E2 Sc. M. Moran, A. isbet. 24th June, 1999. 
Start at the base of the cliff below the groove . C limb a short steep wall to pull on 
to the ledge below the groove. Climb the groove, very helpful until the last move, 
to gain a ledge. Finish up a difficult short wall. 

Beauty and the Beasr - 30m E2 Sc. M. Moran, A. Nisbet. 23rd June, 1999. 
A left-ris ing line. Between the end groove and several big grooves to the right is a 
cracked overhanging wall forming the left end of the front face. Start just left of the 
leftmost big groove and climb a shallow chimney and slab on its left to the 
overhanging wall. From an obvious undercling flake, reach left over the overhang 
and mantel on to a big sloping ledge. Move le ft and gain a higher ledge. Move left 
agai n and finish up the difficult short wa ll as for Raven Seek Thy Brother. 

Den of Iniquity - 30m E4 6b. M . Moran (unsec.). 23rd June, 1999. 
The leftmost of several big grooves left of the pinnacle. Start at the same poi nt as 
Beauty and the Beast butgo straight up a corner to step right into the groove. Climb 
the groove by imaginative wide bridging over an initial overhanging section, then 
more easi ly to the top. 
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Here be Dragons - 2S m El Sb. A. Nisbet, M. Moran. 23rd June, 1999. 
Climbs the next groove right, a smal ler one wi th two ch imneys. Start from the left 
edge of a big vegetated platform Sm up from the base of the cl i ff. Step left into the 
base of the groove (or c limb direct from below) and c limb a short wa ll to the first 
chimney . Climb thi s chimney, a wal l and the second chimney to holly trees on a 
ledge. Fight through the hollies and up a corner to finish. 

Ivy League - 2S m E l Sb . A. Nisbet, M. Moran, W. Skidmore. 16th June, 1999. 
The next groove, deep and left-facing. Start from the back of the platform. C limb 
a left-slanting crack (origi nall y ivy covered), making use of a flake on the right , to 
a ledge at the base of the groove (hard). Continue up the main groove with one hard 
secti on near the top. 

Beasts ' Lair - 30m E l Sb . A. Nisbet, M . Moran. 24th June, 1999. 
The groove/corner behind and just left of the pinnacle. Sta.rt in the cleft behind a 
huge block which lies between the pinnac le and the cliff, at its o uter e nd . Chimney 
up to gain a small corner and the ledge at its top. Move ri ght into the corner and 
climb it to a big ledgejust below the top. Move left across the back wall of the ledge 
to finish up a flake. 

Cat 's Claw - 6m Severe. M. Moran. 26th April , 1999. 
Climbs the back side of the pinnacle by a stiff pull up on to the arete. 

Needle's Edge - 18m E l Sa. M . Moran (unsec .). 28th April, 1999. 
Takes the smooth right-hand edge of the front face of the pinnacle; cl imb the lower 
arete to a good break then make committing moves up left on to the unprotected 
upper arete which eases to the top of the pinnacle. 

Sleeping Dog CLimb-4Sm V. Diff. M. Moran, A. Moran. 1st May, 1999. 
Moving ISm right from the pinnacle, the last easy line before steep wall s is a 
chimney under the left side of the prow. 
I . 20m. Climb the ch imney. 
2. 2Sm. Traverse left where the chimney meets the overhangi ng upper wall, bridge 
across a gap and hand traverse a flake to reach a good break leading up to the top 
of the crag. The finish is slow to dry. 

Crusade Corner - SOm Severe. M. Moran. I st May, 1999. 
I . 2Sm . Climb the chimney of Sleeping Dog Climb until it is poss ibl e to bridge 
across to a traverse shelf lead ing down and right to a belay under the overhanging 
prow. 
2. 2Sm. Move right into the cornerright ofthe prow; climb it past bushes to a deeper 
fini shing chimney. 

Hasta la Bista - SOm E2 Sc . J. Allot!, M. Moran. 16th June, 1999. 
About Sm rig ht of the chim ney are two roofs , the right above the left. Start under 
the left roof. 
I. 22m Sc. C limb right-s lan ting slabs under the roofs until a short overhanging 
crackj ust to the right of the right roof leads up to a midway terrace and belay under 
the prow on C rusade Corner. 
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2. 28m Sa. Traverse 8m right and c limb open slabs to a striking fin al p row; climb 
the crack in its ri ght side or, if wet, traverse Sm to an easier fini s hing crack. 

Creag Dubh an t-Sall (MR 862 532) : 
A sandstone crag whi ch gets the a fternoon sun. The black area is eas il y seen when 
dri ving eas t towards Beinn Damh on the south side of Loch Torridon. 
Gondola - 20m VS 4b* M. McLeod, C. Moody. 6th April, 1996 . 
At the right side of the crag is a prominent an~te . Climb the shall ow chimney right 
of it. 

Che Guevara - 20m VS 4c* C. Moody, M . McLeod . 6th April , 1996 . 
Start up Gondola. Traverse o n to the arete and cl imb it. A more d irect start would 
be harder. 

Nematode - 30m VS 4c. C. Moody, M. McLeod. 6th April , 1996. 
To the left is a watercourse. Climb the open corner just left of it. 

Rock Aglls Raf{ - 30m El Sb** . C. Moody, M. McLeod. 6th April , 1996 . 
A few metres left. Climb up to gain a crack which leads to the right side of an 
overhang. Step right and climb a crack up le ftwards. Move up ri ght to fini sh up a 
steep crack. 

Telegraph Pole - 30m E2 Sb** . C. Moody, M. McLeod, R. Lu pton. 12th May, 
1996. 
Ju t left i a crack. Gain it from the left and c limb it to fini sh up twin cracks. 

Cuir TigearNa Do Thanc-30m E3 Sc**. C. Moody. M. McLeod. 6th April , 1996. 
Left of Telegraph Po le the c li ff base is verti cal: left again it is slabby w ith a crack 
which has a patch of grass 3m up. Go easil y up bes ide the crack, the n fo ll ow it 
steeply until it e nds. Step ri ght and c lim b another crack. Continue stra ight up with 
sparse protecti o n to fini sh up a left- fac ing corner. 

LTATHACH, Coire Dubh Beag: 
Nil Can't - 2S0m 1I . J. Abery, R. Bennie, E. Gill espi e, 1. Leedale, A. Nisbet, J. 
Preston. 22nd January, 2000. 
Start up the large snow ramp pass ing under The Executioner and co ntinue to its end 
where it becomes a shallow chimney. Go up thi s to a terrace, then turn straight up 
and climb short wall s and terraces to fini sh on the crest at the top of the fin al tower 
of Rambl er' s Rib. 

Coire Dubh Mor: 
Wacky Races - 300m JII,S. D. McGimpsey, A. Ni sbet. 19th February , 2000. 
A route up the la rge rambling terraced buttress fo rmed left of the snow g ull y of Way 
Up. Start at the base of the buttress and find the eas ies t line on turf or ice to reach 
a barrier wa ll at ha lf height. Climb thi s fairly centrally (crux), then fini sh tre nding 
right. 

Round the Bend - ISOm V,7 . S. Allan, A. Nisbet. 27th December, 1999. 
C limbs an iced groove right o f the icefall of The Bender. Start up a series of shallow 
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iced grooves para ll e l and right o f The Bender to reach the main iced g roove. C limb 
the g roove to where it overhangs and the ice fini shes . Step le ft and climb a sha llow, 
para lle l but less overhang ing g roove to a terrace. A Friend#O was used for aid to 
clear now from the ex it (almost managed free). Fini sh up a chimney on the right, 
then a sho rte r chimney . 

Chinook - 160m V1,6. S. Anderson , M. Moran, M. We lch. 4th March , 2000. 
C limbs the ice line whi ch sometimes fo rms I Sm ri ght of Poacher ' s; a good 
independent route . 
I. SOm . C limb icy g rooves pass ing a bi g pedes ta l on the ri ght to a cramped stance 
under an overlap. 
2. 40m. Sw ing on to an ice fringe at the lip and fo llow the s lab corner above to be lay 
in a dry corner le ft of an ic icle . 
3. 2S m. Climb the steep ic ic le and move right to bl ock be lays. 
4 . SSm. Move Sm back le ft, climb iced rock, an ice corne r and a mi xed chimney to 
easy ground . 

Test Department Va riation Finish - 70m Vll,7. C . Picco lruaz, 1. Oberhauser. 12th 
March, 1999. 
A mi xed fini sh up the fin a l wall , trending ri ght up thin s labby ground to a vague 
c rest (the no rmal route trends le ft up an icy g roove) . 

Th e Sinister Prawll - 230m V ,6. D. McGimpsey, A . N isbet. 19 th February, 2000. 
The ri ght s ide of the face has a steep prow high up. This is on a rib le ft of the gull y 
ofG eorge. Start at the base of George but move out left on fairl y steep ice on to the 
rib. C limb a se ries of icy/turfy grooves to the impress ive prow. Pass thi s on the right 
via g rooves and a final awkward sho rt wall (which could be eas ier or harde r 
depending on the amount o f ice). Fini sh direct up mi xed ground . 

Meall Dearg, North Face: 
Coriolis - 2S0m W . P. Astle, N . C ooper, A . Ni sbet. 21 st February, 2000. 
Gain and c limb a turfy groove le ft of North Ridge (o rig inall y c alled North Fl ank). 
Where thi s pe ters out, climb steep turf direct to the fin a l ti er of North Ridge. C limb 
thi s on the cres t, the n continue up the eas ie r upper c rest to reach the east ridge o f 
Mea ll Dearg. 

BEINN EIGHE, Coire Mhic Fhearchair, West Central Wall: 
Note: J. C urrie and G. Ro bertson repeated Blood. Sweat and Frozen Tears, and 
thought it hi gh qua lity and worth V lIl ,8 . 

Sail Mhor: 
No. 2 Gully - 300m VI,? B . Dav ison, D. McG im psey, A . Nisbe t, D. Wil kinson. 4th 
March, 2000. 
An impress ive deep gull y w ith a fie rce headwall. The gull y is easy until it turns le ft. 
Soon the re is a chokestone pitch which can bank out and leads to the headwa ll. 
Continue up the bac k of the gull y until fo rced to traverse left. Eithe r c limb ice in 
the le ft corne r or a pile o f blocks just to the ri ght until steep gro und fo rces a return 
traverse to near the gull y bed (4Sm ). C lim b the gull y into a small cave (2Sm ). 
Chimney out the lOp of the cave to the final groove which fini shes o n a fl a t pl atfo rm 
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on the crest of the buttress, here jo ining Lawson, Ling and Glover's Ro ute (2Sm). 
Foll ow thi s to the top. 

SGURR BAN, North-East Face (MR 976 601): 
The most prominent feature of the cliff is a right-s lanting ramp which becomes a 
gully and splits the c li ff into two halves. The right half is bi gger but with less good 
rock (and a big rock fa ll scar). Where the ramp first becomes gully, the right wall 
is formed by a rock island . The wall opposite this island is the left half of the cliff, 
and has a steep prow with threecrackJines which prov ide the bes t rock c limbs. This 
steep wall is bounded on its left by a gully. 
The Grollo - 80m Ill. A. Nisbet. 2nd December, 1999. 
The gull y is un fo rtunately short (low in the grade), but with a remarkable ISm 
subterranean pitch. It starts from near the base of the ramp, easy at f irst. A big 
chockstone blocks the gully and a pitch was climbed on the wall to its left fo ll owed 
by a short traverse back in . The gully is now blocked by an apparent overhanging 
wall. Enter a ca ve at the base of the wall , then back and foot outwards, go under a 
chockstone, then back and foo t inwards to ex it through a hole . The gull y is easy to 
fini sh. 

Ban [h e Bomb - SOm E I Sa. B. Davi son, A. Nisbet. 29th July, 1999. 
From the base o f the gully secti on, scramble up left for !Om on to a ledge (about 
v. Diff.). Start here. The rock is poorer than on the prow. Go diagonally left along 
a fl ake- line pass ing under clean white rock to reach a pinnacle-block. Go up from 
here on grey rock trending first right then left to the top. 

Hope - SOm E2 Sb. B. Davison, A. Nisbet. 30th Jul y, 1999. 
The left-hand c rack-line. Start from the same ledge. Pass a roof by movi ng out left 
and back right (requires faith but low in the grade). 

Faith - SOm E2 Sc. B. Davison, A. Nisbet. 30th July, 1999. 
The middl e crackJine, which leads directly up from the start of the scramble to the 
ledge. It has two hard bulges separated by steep rock. The hope is that the crack is 
dry; otherwise add a grade fo r bridging. 

Charity - SOm E l 5b. B. Davison, A. Nisbet. 29th Jul y, 1999. 
Start level with the top of the rock island. The right crack-line is on the ri ght side 
of the prow and passes right of its band of overhangs. 

Sp in Gully - 200m I. B. Davi son, A. Ni sbet. 27th March, 1999. 
The ramp and gull y, best inc luded on the ascent of Sgurr Ban by dropping down 
from the col and climbing the ramp and gully to fi ni sh nearly on the summit. 

Scaljace - 7S m E l Sb . B. Dav ison, A. Nisbet. 29th July, 1999. 
Climbs the impressive crest of the right secti on but a big rockfall scar drops some 
hints. Start round on the front face about 10m up a ramp which forms the base of 
the cli ff. 
I. 30m Sb. Climb a left-facing corner, much harder than it looks, in several steps 
to a big flake- line (visible from the top of the left section of cl iff). 
2. 30m 4c. Traverse right to the last fl ake. Stand on it to pull on to the wall above 
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and climb thi s trending slightly right to reach the le ft edge of the huge rockfall scar. 
3. ISm Sa. C limb le ftwards th rough the steep fin al wall. 

TORRIDON CRAGS, Creag nan Leumnach, Lower Crag: 
Kermit's Crack - 30m E3 6a* P. Thorburn, T. Tay lor. August, 1999. 
Climbs a thin crack between Vani shing Frog and the descent chimney. Bridge up 
the descent c himney to a ledge, then pull left on to the wall. C lim b to a break, then 
pull through a steepe ning abo ve . Go up the wall , then trend rig ht and go up to fini sh 
on a heather ledge. 

Upper Crag: 
Completely out to Lunge - 25m E5 6b** I. Tay lor, P. Thorburn. August, 1999. 
A bold route with a bouldery crux, which climbs the sha llow scoop ri ght o f Block 
and Beak. Start up Block and Beak to a ledge, then go right and pull on to a small 
ramp. Climb the wa ll above until a long lunge gains a projecting ho ld . Just above 
is a good break for large Fri ends. Fini sh more eas ily . 

MEALL A' GHIUBHAS, Nature Trail Area: 
There are several areas of crag to the SW of Loch Maree whi ch a re approached from 
the Nature Trail paths. 

The Quartzite Crags: 
Situated at about 400m, these crags are approached by the eastern trail and are at 
MR 998 638. Though promising from a di stance, they are fa irl y loose and unlike ly 
to be more than 60m high. So me are sound, particul arl y moving uphill and though 
it is like ly climbs have been done, none are recorded . The soundes t and perhaps 
most obvious is the farthest uphill , a slabby sound buttress just right of the path . 
Path Buttress - 40m Diff. J. R. Mackenzie . I st May, 1999. 
Start at the lowest point , climb the rib , move right and climb the steeper top secti on 
centrall y. 

The Great Red Slab (MR 987 648): 
Approx . a ltitude 400m, North- fac ing. Most eas il y approached from the western 
path of the Nature Trail. Follow thi s to the 300m leve l. Traverse ac ross heather well 
be low the crags to a lone tree. Go straight up through jungle fo r another stretch 
whereupon the slab suddenly becomes visible. Composed of superb sandstone of 
a clean and rough nature, save the lowest tier which is mo re blocky, it gives 
excellent climbing in the lower grades . Descents are to the ri g ht down a sli ppery 
gully. 
Money Lenders Slab - lOOm Severe*' J. R. Mackenzie. I st M ay, 1999 . 
Startat a little cave be low a wide corner to the right of centre oft he lower ti er. Climb 
the steep left wall of the corner, step right and pull over via a small tree. Move a 
metre ri ght. c limb a pair of wedged fl akes and step right on to the slabby nose. 
C limb thi s pl easantly to a small ledge and then c limb the slabby wall to the right 
of a short corner to easy ground . Move up to the nex t ti er whic h is of sound clean 
rock. Climb a shallow groove whi ch is left of centre direct to the to p; thi s gives the 
best climbing on the route . 

Great Expectations - 150m V. Diff**' J. R. Mackenzie. 1st M ay, 1999. 
Thi s climbs the right edge of the slab, overl ooking the retaining west wall. An 
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excellent c limb, ga ining interest with height , all on superb clean rock. Start at a 
steep little slab a t the base; c limb thi s to easy slab which lead naturally to the edge. 
Climb the steeper slabs above through grooves and corners, all on the right edge, 
to a much steeper section. Thi s is climbed overl ooking the edge on good holds, 
stepping le ft past a loose block. Climb more slabs and corners overlooking the ri ght 
edge to a fin al steep wall on the left which is split by a slanting crac k. Climb the left 
wall of the crack, which has two loose fl ake holds, to a rather stretchy ex it. 

The Great Red Slab - 80m V. Diff. R. Simpson, D. Morrison. 26th March, 2000. 
Thi s route starts up and ri ght of Great Expectati ons, though poss ibly jo ining it at 
the top. Start 2m right of a short left -s lanting chimney (cairn). 
I. 30m. Climb a short steep wall to a niche. Move right and climb slabs past a small 
detached bl ock to a ledge below and left o f a large detached block. 
2. 25m. Climb the slabs above to a obvious stepped corner. Climb thi s to a ledge, 
climb to another ledge and be lays. 
3. 25m. Step left and c limb slabs, passing a right-fac ing corner to easy ground and 
belays. 

Cave Crag (MR 987 651): 
About 300m west ofthe Great Red Slab, and level with its base , is a small crag with 
a prominent cave. C limb into the cave which becomes a chas m. On the right wall 
isan obvious crack. 
Chasm Crack - 10m M. Severe. D. Morri son, R. Si mpson 26th March. 2000. 
Thi s g ives an entertaining climb up slightl y fri able rock to a ledge, just below the 
top of a huge detached pinnacle. Either ab eil off the in situ sling, c limb to the top 
of the pinnacle andjump the gap (not recommended), or traverse via a th rough route 
and down cl imb awkwardly to another large chasm. 
Note: There are dangerous hidden holes at the top of the crag. 

North-East Face (MR 981 638): 
Persecution Rib - 200m Severe. 1. R. Mackenzie. I st May, 1999. 
The face is characteri sed by a long broken rib of steep tiers separated by scree and 
grass. The rib is left of the ex isting winter route but is a poor climb; a central start 
might improve it a littl e. Start at the steep wall at the base. On the left is a jutting 
bl ock; c limb over thi s from the left , move up right and climb a short chimney . 
Traverse left to below steep slabs which are followed to the crest. Go up easy 
ground to the next tie r, which is taken le ft of centre, as is the tier above that. The 
fin al tier is of better rock and is taken by the centre of three grooves . 

TORRIDON SANDSTONE CRAGS, Creag an Fhithich (SMCJ 1995, p651): 
The sandstone c rags well seen from the Ben Damph Bar (using thei r correct name). 
Many of the grades given in SMCJ 1995 seem too high. 
4 Trees - 30m Severe 4a. D. All an. 25th April , 1999. 
Climb the left side of the slabby left section just right of four sma ll trees . Start at 
a small left-fac ing corner and f ini sh up a crack beside the last tree. 

Seana Mheallan: 
Left of Left in the Lurch and right of Rowantree Crack is a recessed a rea of rock. 
It consists of an inset slab with a steep headwall which angles into a corner with a 
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vertical left wall. The following routes lie in thi s area . Forgotte n Corner and 
Rejection both fini sh up the twin cracks in the corner as for Reject (SMCJ 1994). 
Forgollen Corner - 25m VS 4c. A .Fyffe, A. Sali sbury. 18th May, 1999. 
This is the big right-facing corner. Climb the corner. slabby at first, and conti nue 
up the steepening to step left to the obvious ledge. Finish up the twin cracks in the 
corner. 

Skirting the Issue - 25 m VS 4c. A. Fyffe, A. Sali sbury. 18th May, 1999. 
Start at the foot of Forgotten Corner and climb the short steep groove and diagonal 
crack to a triangular vegetated ni che. Continue up the corner cracks above and exit 
right below the top steep main corner. Fini sh easi ly. 

Rejection - 25 m HVS Sa. A . Fyffe, A. Salisbury. 18th May , 1999. 
The obvious jam crack in the left wall. Gain the crack from the foot of Forgotten 
Corner and follow it to the ledge o n the left. Fini sh up the twin corner cracks. 

Western Sector (SMCJ 1995, p 650): 
The first two routes are on a prow with three grooves (cairn below) wh ich offers 
a preliminary change of aspect 50m before the main change to the Western Sector. 
Cairn Terrier - ISm VS Sa. A. Nisbet , C. Watk ins. 13th June, 1999 . 
The left groove has a bulge bl ocking access to a we ll -defined V -section lead ing to 
the top . 

Cairnaholics Anon:ymous - ISm Severe 4a. A. isbet, G. Nisbet, C. Watkins. 13th 
June 1999. 
The middle a nd right grooves diverge about 5m up. This is the slabby right groove, 
almost a ramp. 

Unnamed - E l 5b** C. Moody, L. Gordon Canning. 9 th June, 1999. 
The crack left of Unmasked. Climb up left then climb the crack to the right of the 
bulging nose. 

Clockwork Rat- 20m E l 5b. A. N isbet, C. Watkins. 13th Jul y, 1999. 
Strenuous, but well protected. Start up the corner of Mechanical Sheep but soon 
move ri ght to gain a crack in its right wal l. Follow the crack rou nd the ri ght arete 
to a roof and rockfall scar. Go through the left side of the roof and fi ni sh up the 
continuati on crack. 

Sleeping Sickness - 12m HVS Sa. C. Moody , L. Gordon Canning. 9th June, 1999. 
At the right s ide of the wall with Mr Bean, just right of the roof, are three faint 
cracklines running up slightl y left; fo ll ow them. 

DIABAIG, Crofter's Crag (SMCJ 1999): 
Jammy Dodger - 8m 4c. R. M cA lli ster (fo ll owed by others). I1 th Jul y, 1999. 
The left side of the next wall left of the corner of 8-Ace is climbed largely on jugs 
but unprotected. 

SLIOCH: 
Stepped Ridge - 250m V,S. N. Wil son, R. Webb. 5th Apri l, 2000. 
Start as for the summer line, then cl imb by grooves and cracks just left of the crest. 
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Difficulties increase with height, the crux being the last pitch which is common 
with the summer direct route. The extra length over the summer routes takes into 
account the initial gully. There is also a farther lOOm of Grade I ground to gain the 
sum mit ridge. 

COBLE CRAGS (SRON A' CHOIT): 
These are a line of crags overlooking Loch Maree above Victoria Fall s at Slattadale 
(MR 905 706) . Six routes of up to 20m were c limbed in June 1999 in addition to 
four previous routes. 

STONE VALLEY CRAGS, Atlantic Wall: 
Fisherboys - 12m HVS Sa. P. Tattersall. 2 1 st September, 1999 . 
An obvious thi n crack-line in the buttress 10m right of Ancient Mariner. 

Red Barn Crag: 
Then Whal ? - 10m Sa. P. Tattersall. 2 1 st September, 1999. 
Therib ISm rightofHun in the Sun. Climb a wall using finger jugs tothe bluntarete. 

Rum Doodle Crag: 
Go Lighliy - VS 4c. P. Tattersall. 21st September, 1999. 
Climbs the buttress left of Totter's Slab. It has a chimney on its right-hand side. 
C limb the middle of the wall right of the arete past a tiny roof. 

GAIRLOCH CRAGS, Loch Chriostina Crags (Sheet 19; MR 837.820): 
Five minutes north oFPoolewe on the B8057 , these north-facing crags are up to 30m 
high and are composed of a smooth gneiss that is mossy in places. The climbing is 
quite sustained and often technical with smallish wires providing the main 
protection. They dry slowly and are no more than5 to 10 minutes from the road with 
limited parking opposite the crags by an old gun emplacement. There are two lines 
of crag ; a lower cleaner tier and a bigger upper tier. The lower tier is described first 
going from left to right. 
Crack Route - 12m Severe. 
The leftmost scooped slabby wa ll separated from the bigger crags to the right by 
a grass apron. C limb the cracks on the right s ide of the scoop. 

Candle BUllress - 12m VS Sa. 1. R. Mackenzie, D. S. B. Wright. 17th September, 
1999. 
The slender buttress on the left flank of the two biggest ones. Cl imb up the ' candle ' 
direct by pleasant c limbing. 

Boor Constriclor - 18m E3 5c*' J. R. Mackenzie, D. S . B. Wright. II th August, 
1999. 
The leh-hand of the two central buttresses giving a thin and sustained climb with 
awkward protection. Start centrally and gain the first horizontal break above the 
overlap. Move up in the same line the to the next break and step right to a big 
foothold. C limb more easi ly to the top. 

Slanling Crack - 20m E2 5b*. G. Ettle, D. S. B. Wright. 
The obvious left-hand crack on the right-hand central buttress. Tricky to start with 
improving protection with height, a fine line. 
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The Upper Tier: 
Left Crack - 25m VS 4c . 1. R. Mackenzie, D. S. B. Wri ght. II th August, 1999. 
The left side of the top tier has a s labby buttress steeper than it appears from below. 
Thi s line takes a slanting crack on the left with the hardes t moves in the first half, 
we ll protected. 

Hanging Flake - 25 m HVS 5a*. D. S. B. Wright, J. R. Mackenzie. I I th August, 
1999. 
A good route with entertaining c limbing up the steep slabby wall to the right of the 
crack. Climb up to a small fl ake with interest and continue direct to the top on 
hidden holds . 

Rubha Mor, Opinan Slabs (Sheet 19; MR 879 978): 
The slabs are menti oned in SMCJ 1999 have been given thi s name. The 'easy 
angled wall accessed by a ramp' now has 10 routes about 20mlong. The 'short red 
slab' is close on the right at sea level, so the two ca irns act as a landmark for both 
slabs. There are now three routes of I Om on thi s slab, two of which were noted in 
SMCJ 1999. Recent routes by J . R. Mackenzie, either solo or with 1. McWhirter, 
and one with R. Brown. There are also two routes on the vertical wa ll below the 
ramp and two routes on a wall ri ght of ' the short red slab', by J. R. Mackenzie and 
R. Brown . 

LOCH TOLLAlDH, Raven 's Nest, Flag Wall: 
Thi s is the overhung short wall j ust past the left end of Raven's nest and whi ch has 
two routes. 
Crossroads - 10m E5 6b***. P. Tattersall. Apri l, 1998 . 
The wall has an inte res ting cross intrusion feature. C limb the wall through the left 
half of the cross to gain a thin crack (Rock#3 at its base) th rough a bulge. Hard, we ll 
protected moves lead to a short hanging groove and eas ier ground. 

Path - 8m E l 5b. P. Tattersall , A. Katzenmeier. February, 1996. 
The crack on the ri ght , avoiding the temptati on to step back at hal f he ight. 

MacDonald - 40m E4 6a . P. Tattersall , A. Katzenmeier. June, 1999. 
Start up Semi-Automatic to reach a d iagonal crack whi ch that route now fo llows 
left. Pull over a small roof and step right into a groove. At the top of thi s, climb 
slightly right to reach better ho lds. Swing back le ft on j ugs before c limbing up to 
a slab. Climb its le ft edge to the top (two spikes). 

Fraggle Rock: 
l oyfit! Departure- ISm E3 6a* P. Tattersa ll , A. Katzenmeier. April , 1998. 
A crack-line at the right-hand end of the roof- line right of Fragg le Ro ll (Friend#4 
at the lip). 

The Snapper - 20m HVS Sa. A. Fyffe, A. Cunningham . 25th April , 1999. 
Right ofWaldorf is a downward slanting crack fo r 5m . At the ri ght end of thi s are 
some grooves. This takes the central and best defined of these. Clim b up into and 
up the groove to a block, pass thi s and go to a roof. Trend up and right naturally to 
fini sh. 
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The Cloiche Wall: 
Distraction - 2S m E4 Sc. P. Tattersa ll , A. Katzenmeier. May, 1998. 
Halfway between Someone Else ' s Dream (originall y called Pump Acti on) and 
White Fright (regraded as E3 Sc) is ashall ow groove which ends atabout3m he ight. 
C lim b the groove and the li ne above, trending sli ghtl y ri ght to reach another left­
faci ng groove. The wall on its right is climbed to j oin Whi te Fri ght. 

Hidden Crag: 
Frog Dance - 20m E4 6a. P. Tattersa ll , A. Katzenmeier. April , 1999. 
The thin line 10m right of Buena Vista. 

CREAG MHOR TOLLAIDH, Lower Crag: 
Fatg - 20m E2 Sc*. P. Benson, A. Reid. 18th September, 1999. 
The route is on the sidewall at the fa r ri ght of crag, up fro m Hamilton' s Groove and 
arete. Start below a cave and fo ll ow a crack and slabby wall on positive holds to 
fini sh up a steep wall to grassy ledge. Probably E3 6a without ste pping back on to 
the roof of the boulder at Sm. 

GRUlNARD, Carn Goraig: 
The Wicked - 30m E l Sb*. G. Ettl e, P. Thorburn, D. S. B. Wri ght. 9 th Jul y, 1999. 
Up and left from the main crag is an area of obvious steep wall s. Thi s rou te climbs 
the promi nent crack to a heather ledge, then by the arete on the right o n excelle nt 
rock in fin e situations to be lay. Walk off left. 

Carn nam Buailtean (MR 000 869): 
Approach as fo r Carn Goraig. skirting the western edge of this crag and continuing 
fo r I km or so to a li ne of clean pale crags that run along the hill side. About a mile 
from the Gruin ard Ri ver. T he hill o f Carn nam Buailtean sports many crags of 
which below are a sample. 

The crags are numerous but the main ones are situated on a craggy dome that 
faces south-west and lies on the right of the hill side. It sports a slender and very 
clean pale buttress on the right, Sy lph Buttress, a broader slabby crag with a tree­
covered ledge that starts lower down to its left, Blank Buttress , and a less 
conspicuous brown coloured crag between them, Stealth Buttress. Above Blank 
Buttress is a slabby wall that ri ses from a tree covered balcony. Rock of Ages 
Buttress. To the left of the craggy dome lies a broad gull y and high up on the left 
of thi s is an architec turally sati sfy ing crag, Golden Buttress which has a c lean-cut 
slab. At the foot of the gull y on the left is the steep Nose Buttress wi th characteristic 
black rock. 

To the ri ght of Sy lph Buttress is a steep broken buttress on a spur of the hill side, 
Broken Buttress, and beyond Nose Buttress to the left lie a line of slabby buttresses 
that stretch alo ng the western frontage of Carn nam Buailtean at a much higher 
level. Between Broken Buttress and Carn Goraig itself lie many one pitch crags, 
mostly steep, but all on superb rock. All in all thi s area has the potenti al for many 
ISm to 80m routes . 

During the months of Jul y and August the crags are visited by colourful species 
of horse- fl y and clouds of midges. This area is not suitable, the refore, for those of 
a nervous disposition during those months. 
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Sylph Buttress: 
Thi s is the pale s lender crag that lies to the ri ght of the big slabby buttress, split into 
two halves by a thin heather rake. ]t is bounded on the right by a block-filled gull y 
which has an overhanging left wa ll. The rock is impeccable white gneiss save on 
the gull y wa ll which has seen substantial rockfall and has a much less attractive 
darker fissi le rock. Routes are descr ibed from right to left. Descents are down the 
gull y to the right , which invo lves a short straightforward section of down-climbing 
down a broad crack on its true left bank. 
Sylph - 70m Mild VS 4b *. J . R. Mackenzie, R. Biggar. II th June, 1999. 
Thi s good c limb takes the right edge of the buttress. Start on a shelf below a 
prominent dead tree. 
I. 40m4a. C limb a short steep wall at its left end via cracks to a s lab. Move left to 
an arete and c limb this on superb rock to below the steep upper section which is split 
by a crack. 
2. 30m 4b . C limb the arete via the crack in an ex posed and fine positi on, past the 
awkward crux and continue in the same line to the top. A lovely pitch. 

Nymph - 85m E l 5c*** R . Biggar, J . R. Mackenzie. 17th June, 1999 . 
A superb route with a great second pitch, very we ll protected. The c limb follow s 
a thin central crack- I ine over the two bulges on the left half of the buttress. Start at 
a lower tier which li es below a grass she lf. 
I . 20m 4b. C limb a steep narrow slab quite boldly to the grass and belay below a 
pair of c lean ribs. 
2 . 45m 5c. C lim b the right-hand rib then move left to the corner to a bulge, move 
up and right toa block and arri ve beneath the lower bul ge at the central crack. C limb 
the bul ge on generous holds and up the crack in the slab to the next bu lge. A thin 
overhanging crack on the ri ght, crux, surmounts the bul ge and the climb continues 
up the slab above to a stance below a further bulge. 
3. 20m 4a . Clim b the bulge on good holds and fini sh up a short slab. 

Satyr - 65 m VS Sa. 1. R. Mackenzie, D. S. B. Wri ght. 25th June, 1999. 
A pleasant route that takes a line to the left of Nymph. Start as for Nymph' s second 
pitch. Climb the corner over the bul ge and up the thin crack (crux). we ll protected , 
to the first overl ap. Step up right and climb the slab to the next overlap, taken by 
the groove on the righ t, or the left, to a s lab and belays by the left edge be low an 
aI'ete (45m Sa). C limb into a groove and climb the c lean are te to the top (20m 4a). 

Stealth Buttress: 
This lies up a grassy ramp left of Sy lph Buttress. T he bes t descent is down the gull y 
as before. There is a prominent nose on arrival with a large flake at its foot and to 
the left a steep reddish slab with a capping wall. The rock is perfect but protection 
can be rather ski mpy. 
Foxbat - 80m VS 4c . D. S. B. Wright , J. R . Mackenzie. 25th June, 1999. 
Start at the large flake. 
I. 35m 4c. Climb the clean frontal s lab direct to a short wa ll. C limb thi s d irect ly 
(crux) to a ledge above. 
2. 45m4c. Climb the clean nose above to a crack , step left and c lim b a thin slab to 
below a slab and headwall. C limb the slab to the wall which is turned by the ' hand­
traverse' c rack and slab above to fin ish. 
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Stealth Fighter-90m E2 5c**. 1. R. Mackenzie, D. S. B. Wright. 25th June, 1999. 
To the left of the las t route is a steep reddi sh pock-marked slab, not iceab le by the 
absence of protection. This fine but seri ous route climbs the slab direct and takes 
the capping wall centra lly. Rs essenti a l. Start at the lowest point of the slab below 
some pock-marks. 
I. 25m5c. Climb up to a blank section; a scattering of small R.P. runners on ly. Step 
right and up the slab thinly to an obvious hold and up to some welcome protection 
under a small overl ap. Continue thinly up the red slab on the left to a point where 
a delicate traverse ri ght gains a heather groove and stance wi th excell ent belays. 
2. 20m5b. Step right and up to the overhang and boldly through thison hidden holds 
and better protection to a grass ledge above. 
3. 45m. Climb the straightforward slab up and right to near the 'hand-traverse' of 
Foxbat but finish up the left-s lanti ng groove. 

Blank Buttress: 
This is the s labby buttress to the left of Sylph Buttress. It has a prominent tree­
covered ledge at one-third height and steep blank slabs above that lead to a short 
top tier. Descents are easiest by abseil from trees above the top tier; 50m will reach 
the tree-covered ledge and a scramble down to the left or a shorter abse il from the 
trees will reach the base. Continuing above the top tiers leads to steep heather with 
Rock of Ages buttress on the right and a shorter steep crag on the left. 
Poil1l Blank - 65m HVS 5b/c. R. Biggar, 1. R. Mackenzie. 17th June, 1999 . 
This route takes a more or less central line up the slabs to the right of the tree­
covered ledge. Start near the grass rake up to the right. 
1.25111 4c. A pair of prominent grooves are climbed awkwardly past some heather. 
Continue on clean rock up right to a little niche. 
2. 20m 5b/c. The fine bald slab is now taken directly above the stance, initially via 
a crack which then blanks out. Some very tenuous moves (crux) are then made to 
the left to reach a groove which is quite bold and followed to a ledge. 
3. 20m 5a. Climb the steep bu lge above which has a thin exit, poorly protected, to 
heather and a corner. Possibly quite hard for the grade. Some thin, but not sustained, 
climbing on excellent rock. 

Step Dancer - 70m HVS 5a*. J. R. Mackenzie, D. S. B. Wright. 30th July, 1999 . 
To the left of the wall that supports the tree-covered ledge, the brown slabs form 
a clean tongue. Start two metres left of a vegetated groove. 
I. 30m 5a. Climb directly up excellent sustained rock with good protection , over 
the overlap and up to a ledge below a prominent curved crack. 
2. 40m5a. Climb up a short distance, then traverse left to a scoop whi ch is fo ll owed 
more easily to the short top tier, a s lab, climbed centrall y to the jungle above. Tree 
abseil. 

Rock of Ages Buttress: 
Above Blank Buttress lies a superb wall, reached by scrambling up the grassy rake 
or by c limbing from below, to arri ve at a wooded balcony. Descents are best down 
the broad gu ll y round to the left. The wall has a roof to the left and a steep slab to 
the right guarded by a short wall. To the right of this wall is a tree. 
Rock of Ages - 35m El 5b***. J. R. Mackenzie, R. Biggar. 17th June, 1999. 
An excellent route, varied and sustained; protection rapidly improves with height. 
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Start to the left of the tree and climb the short wa ll on sharp holds to a thin groove. 
Move boldly left to the slab and good holds. Gain a thin crack and c limb thi s to a 
steeper section. Continue up the crack with difficulty to a wall . Traverse thinly left 
to a suspect block in a groove. C limb the headwall above by the central thin crack 
in a great position to arri ve at a sentry-box right of a cracked block. Exit onto the 
final s lab via a thin crack on the right. 

Golden Buttress: 
This lies at the top left of the wide gu lly left of Blank Buttress. Very clean with 
strongly c ut features , it is very prominent from below wi th an undercut s lab on the 
front face, a widening ramp and a crack-split wa ll with a large roof to the right. 
Descents are easiest to the left wh ich rejoins the broad gu lly. 
Glistering SLab - 55m HVS 5a*** J. R. Mackenzie, D. S. B. Wright. 25th June, 
1999. 
A splendid climb on impeccable rock, we ll protected. The line follows the best part 
of the slab to the left of a deep crack. Start below the frontal s lab on a grass shelf 
above broken grooves. 
I. 35m Sa. Traverse the slab rightwards below overhangs, usually a bit wet, to reach 
a narrow gangway that cuts above the right wall. C limb a groove on the left and 
emerge on the superb slab in a great position . Foll ow a thin crack over a ll the 
obstacles en route, to reach a spacious stance below a scooped slab. 
2. 20m 4b. C limb the steep rib on the left to finish . 

Heart of Gold - 60m H. Severe 4a* D. S. B. Wright. J. R. Mackenzie. 30th Jul y, 
1999 . 
This route takes the hangi ng corner on the upper right of the c rag reached by the 
scooped wall below the roof. Reach this wall via a grassy ramp on the right of the 
crag that has a short rock step. Low belays below the roof. 
I . 30m 4a. Climb the scooped wall from right to left on good holds via two ledges 
with perched blocks to ex it below the hidden corner. Continue up the corner to a 
belay on the left. 
2. 30m 4a. Step right to a fine slab and climb this d irect to a grass ledge (opt ional 
belay). Move left to the top tier and climb the concave slab to its crest ; step left and 
eas ily up the broken wall to the top of the buttress. Some very pleasant open 
climbing involving both walls and slabs. 

Car Park Area, The Sidewall: 
A steep line of crag running down right from Triangular Slab; west-fac ing. 
Atlantic Pillar - 14m H. Severe 4b. J. R. Mackenzie. 5th August , 1999 . 
A well defined slabby rib with an undercut base is the first feature at the top left end . 
Climb it direct. 

Sraircase - 12m V. Diff. J. R. Mackenzie. 5th August, 1999 . 
A black, diamond-shaped wall 5m to the right is climbed first to the right, then to 
the left. 

One Scoop or Two ? - 10m VS 4c. J . R. Mackenzie. 5th August, 1999. 
Well down to the right a steep red wall. Climb its left s ide via a pairofscooped holds 
to a crack which leads up right to the top. Sustained. 
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There is also a route by J. R. M ackenzie at the top left end of the Flake Buttress, 
Black Wall Special. Gain a di agonal c rack and ramp, then climb the wall above-
10m H. Severe 4b. 

Inveranvie Crag, Optic Wall : 
Slippery Nipple - 20m VS 4c**- C. Grindrod, J. Grindrod, J. R. Mackenz ie. 28th 
March, 2000. 
A sustained and thin ly-protected wall g iving good c limbing. Start left of the 
cracked overhang of The Parting Glass and c limb the wall direct to the le ft-hand 
section of the M-shaped overhang. Climb through thi s and finish up the wall. 

Gruinard Lower Crag: 
Breakpoint - 20m E3 5c. R. Anderson, D. McCallum, S. Anley. 3 I st M ay, 1999 
The s labby wall just right of Halcyon Days. Gain the right end of a diagonal break , 
then move left up thi s to climb the wa ll and finish directly. 

Who Shot JR - 16m HYS 5a*- D. Allan , R. Plenderle ith . 16th May, 1999. 
Start at the sa me place as Halcyon Days but follow a thin crack steeply up right. 
Traverse ri ght across a yellow streak (and Ueejit) into a small corner. C limb the 
corner to a heather ledge and up the c rack above. 

Grui nard Jetty Buttress: 
Gaffers Wa/!- 30m E4** . J. R. Mackenzie, R. Biggar. 16th May, 1999 . 
Between Right Charlie and Dave's Dilemma is an overhanging wall prov iding an 
excell ent steep route. 
I. 12m5b. Surmount the initial overhang and step left on to a shelf. C limb up to and 
over a slanting tlake-crack to gai n the ledge just right of Right Charlie. 
2. 18m 5c. C limb up the shallow fault above, para ll e l w ith Right Charlie; sustained 
and strenuous to the top with some good wires. 
Note: C. McNee and D. Kirk c limbed the corner of Bus Stop direct at Mild Severe 
on 1st January, 1999, naming it New Millennium? 

BEINN AlRIGH CHARR: 
Original Route (the Glover, Walker, Corry and Ling route) - IY ,4. J. Lyall, R. 
Webb. 27th Dece mber, 1999. 
C limb the summer line taking the fine chimney in the upper buttress. 

A'MHAIGHDEAN: 
A Ridge Too Far - 300m IV,4. M. Hind , R. Webb. January , 2000. 
The next ridge east of Pillar Buttress. Climbed in mistake for Pillar Buttress in nil 
visibi lity, a detailed description will be provided after the ascentionis ts have been 
back in the summe r. 

FISHERFIELD FOREST, Na Bearta Buttress: 
Good Friday Direct - 130m HYS 4c. A. Nisbet. 12th July , 1999. 
A direc t version of Good Friday Sl ab, taking a line up the cleanest slab, but with 
limited protecti on providing a fine feeling of exposure. 
I. 30m 4b. As for the normal route . A crack in the wall to the left mig ht be worth 
exploring. 
2. 30m4c . Step left and climb a vague rib direct to the shallow groove of the normal 
route. 
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3. and 4. 70m 4c Start up the c rack o f the normal route, but soon step ri ght and c limb 
direc t up s labs to jo in and fo ll ow a crack, then another whi ch li e in the slab about 
8m right o f the shall ow gully . Susta ined c limbing but the best be lay position is 
unknown. 

MULLACH COIRE MHIC FHEARCHAIR, Tom an Fhioda: 
Nid Rib- 200m V. Diff. A. Ni sbet. 14th May, 1999. 
The route is at MR 075 73 1 and climbs a rib near the rig ht e nd of the c liff 
overlooking the va lley containing Loch an Nid. The ri ght end ofthec liff, justbefore 
it turns the corne r and peters out , holds a bi g scoop with overhangs at its top. Thi s 
is the rib fo rmin g its le ft side. 

Sgurr Dubh, North Face: 
Vagrants Butlress - 120m VS 4b. A. Ni sbet. 14th May, 1999. 
The le ft end o f thi s impressive, but unhelpful c liff, (mostl y gneiss but some rock 
to its left is suspic iously like gabbro) holds a scree gully with a short headwall. 
Ri ght of thi s is fo rmed a buttress before the main face is reached ; the route c limbs 
the right edge of thi s buttress. Start at the right toe of the buttress and c limb a steep 
rib to a mo re vegeta ted secti on. C limb direc t through an overhang to a slabbi er 
fini sh. 

AN TEALLACH, A'Ghlas Thuill: 
Cenlral Bllllress - 3S0m n. A. Ni sbet. 24th December. 1999 . 
Thi s is the buttress be tween Hayfork Gully and orth Gull y (an o ld name) . Start 
where the c res t just right of Hay fork Gully meets the base of the buttress. Climb just 
right of the cres t o f the buttress before moving ri ght to c limb a shall ow gull y which 
leads to the steep band (perhaps a s imilar start to the right-hand vers ion - Unnamed 
in SMCJ 1999) . Continue in the line of the gull y, which passes just left of the nose 
of the steep band. until the upper c rest on the right can be gained by the first line 
of weakness. Fo llow the upper cres t to the top. 

Haystack - 170m VI ,7. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbe t. 6 th January, 2000. 
A sensational route up the impress ive left wall of Hay fork Gull y . Start about a third 
of the way up Hay fork Gull y a t the first break in the le ft wall and where a gull y runs 
up on to a platform on the rib on the left (at the top o f the steep wa ll o f Mini scule 
Rib). C limb out le ft towards the gully to where a ramp leads rig ht across the main 
wa ll ( I Om). C limb the ramp to be low a chimney in the centre of the face (SOm , 
2S m ). Climb the steep chimney (20m). Go rightwards up a ramp then bac k le ft to 
the top o f a c rack which is the continu ati on of the chimney. Ta ke a co mplex line 
through steep wa ll s e nding on the hi ghest ledge which is above a nd left of the point 
above the continuati on crack (3 Sm ). Go left round the corner past a prominent 
thread and climb more eas il y direc t to the top (30m). 

Tiny Gully- I SOmIV ,6 . B. Dav ison, D. McGimpsey, A. N isbe t. 5 th A pril. 2000. 
The gully whi ch cuts back le ft o n to the rib. Gain it by a traverse and c limb it past 
an overhang ing bul ge of chokestones to the pl atform on the rib . Traverse le ft to 
fi ni sh up the sha ll ow gull y of Minor Rib . 
Milliscule Rib - 2S0m V.6. D. McG impsey. A. isbe t. 3rd January, 2000. 
The immedi ate c res t left of and at times overlooking Hayfork G ull y. Sta rt up the 
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shall ow gull y between Minor Rib and Hayfork. Follow this and its right branch 
over a bu lge to reach a terrace on the right below a steep wa ll which overlooks 
Hayfork. C lim b the wall by a crack ri ght of centre, then a right-slanting fl ake-ramp 
to a niche below a wide crack (25m). Step up to the wide crack, then traverse right, 
up and back left to its top (actually a pinnac le). Climb a corner on the le ft to easy 
ground (20m). Move left and c lim b the sha ll ow gully of Minor Rib to the top. 

Cake Fork - 180m n. P. Greening, T. Moore. 18th December. 1999 . 
Climb First Prong until it is possible to traverse left along a shelf (approx. 50m) to 
below an obvious icefall. Climb a short tapering groove to another icefall. Climb 
thi s direct, or the wa ll to the right (easier). Follow an open gull y to the top. 

Toll an Lochain, Sail Liath: 
The following two routes lie on the fron t (or right-hand) face of the right-hand 
buttress (of the three). The rock is good but vegetated on ledges giving pleasa nt 
climbing when the turf is bone dry (rare! ). Cleaner but harder variations are 
poss ible. The climbing is much better in winter. 
Sandeman's Pinnacle- 140m VS. D . McGimpsey, A. isbel. 8th August, 1998. 
Start 30m from the left edge of the buttress (the ramp) at a right-s lanting shall ow 
chimney, the first eas il y climbed feature. 
I. 40m 4a. Climb the chimney and continue di agonall y right in the same line to a 
big flake at the first obvious break in the steep wall above. 
2. 50m 4c. Move left over the flake , then up slabs to the right of a corne r. Cross the 
corner and climb near its left edge to a big pinnacle. 
3. SOm. A right-trending line leads to easy ground. 
Win/er: V I,6. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. 12th December, 1999. 
As ror summer except pitch 2 used a line more suited to winter. After mov ing left 
over the fl ake, a traverse left crossed the corner and the wall above was climbed to 
jo in the summer route. At a vertical wall about 10m below the pinnacle, a short 
traverse right led into the corner which was c limbed on turf until a return traverse 
led to the pinnacle. 

Forgollen Face - 160m VS . D. McGimpsey. A. N isbel. 8th August, 1998 . 
Start in the centre of the face at a clean brown slab below a left to right turf ramp. 
I. 30m 4c. Climb the slab trending left to the turf ramp, then ri ght up the turf to 
above the start. 
2. 25m 4b. Traverse left along a clean slabby break to a large block. 
3. 45m . Go round the bloc k on the left and back ri ght above the belay by the hi gher 
of two big right-slant ing ramps. Before the ramp appears to peter out, go up left on 
steep blocky ground . 
4. 30m 4a. Go up a right slanting ramp, starting with an awkward corner to the base 
of a big groove (well seen on the sky line from below). 
5. 30m. Climb the groove to scrambling . 
Will/er: Vl,6. D. McGimpsey, A . Nisbet. 5th Dece mber, 1999. 
A line based on the summer route. The left to right turf ramp was c limbed from its 
start. The c lean slabby break has a thin line of turf but was very poorly protected 
(pitch 2). A more direct line was taken at the top of pitch 3 and turfy gro und was 
c li mbed on the left of the fina l groove. 

Gobhlach BU/lress-350m IV ,4. D. McGimpsey, A. N isbel. 20th December, 1999 . 
In the centre of the lower part of the buttress are two icefa ll s. The left is steep and 
forms two ice pil lars. The ri ght is the start of this route (Gob lach Grooves is farther 
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right - SMCJ 1994). Start right o f the base and trend le ft to the icefall (or c limb it 
from the base if formed). Cl imb ice, then traverse right to c l imb a steep iced corner. 
Trend le ft up iced grooves for two pitches to gain a ri ght -s lanting ramp whi ch is 
fo llowed eas il y before moving le ft to fini sh up the crest. 

The Ghoul - 180m Ill. B. Dav ison, D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. Sth April , 2000. 
A left-s lanting ramp, the lower of two whi ch c ut through the steep wa ll up ri ght 
from Lost Gull y, sta rts with an ice bul ge but then becomes easier and leads on to 
upper s lopes. Traverse left towards Los t Gully ramp, then re turn ri ght to jo in and 
fini sh up The Spectre. 

Glas MhealI Mor: 
D. Wha lley notes that the crag has been climbed on before, notably by Kinloss 
MRT, and is a good option when winds are hi gh and you are getting old. Ice forms 
readil y producing vari ous icefall s on the crag, a ll Grade TI o r Ill. 
Smear Tes/ - I SOm Ill. S. Price, J. Coats. 19th December, 1999. 
Start I Sm rig ht of the lowest point, just left of an obvious corner. Climb a steep wa ll 
for Sm , move ri ght and continue to another wall left of the corner. Continue over 
broken ground to a hori zontal bl ock (SOm ). Step left on to a small ledge and 
continue up a series of steps to a vertical wall (SOm ). Move right and take a ri ght­
slanting gull y to easy broken ground. 

Chairman 's Choice - 60m IIIIII. P. Greening, A. Barnyard , D . Whalley . 19th 
Dece mber, 1999 . 
Thi s route climbs the short wide icefa ll on the left-hand s ide o f the face. Climb the 
obvious icy slab and over a bulge to good belays on the le ft. Go up the ramp on the 
right and up the steeper wall above . Descend by ramps to the right. 

Southern Up Men - 7Sm IlIA. P. Gree ning, A. Barnyard. 19th December, 1999. 
To the right of the prev ious route is a large shie ld of rock which contain s three icy 
grooves . Start be low the left-h and one . Climb the smear to an ice thread below the 
roof atthe bottom of the groove. C limb the groove (ex posed) to a large spike . C limb 
the icefall on the ri ght, then pass the steeper secti on on the left. Climb a steep wall 
direct (cru x) or trave rse left to a turfy rib and fini sh up a rig ht-s lanting ramp. 

NORTHERN HIGHLANDS 
NORTH AND EAST (VOLUME TWO) 

CREAG GHLAS, West Face: 
Note: The unnamed route (SMCJ 1999, pI06), ' Juli an' s Line ', is ca lled Beware 
the Greeks. 

MEALL NA FAOCHAIG (Gleann Meinich, Strathconon), MR 235 541: 
The wes t end o f the ridge of thi s hill has a broke n heathery crag opposite the West 
Buttress of C reag Ghl as at a similar altitude . The onl y worthwhile conditions 
would be unde r consolidated snow, a rarity . Approach by walking along the track 
fro m Strathconon and cross the burn be low the crag. 
Meinich Buttress - I SOm IlI,4. J . R. Mackenzie . 20th December, 1999 . 
The line taken fo llows the steepest part of the crag where a shall ow groove cuts up 
the fin al sectio n just left of an apparent edge. Concave mi xed ground of ice. rock 
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and heather leads to the groove, marked by a few sma ll trees. A broken icefall ran 
down the left side and gave steep awkward c limbing with the crux at the top. Easy 
ground lies above. 

SGURR NA MUICE, South-East Face: 
Spare Rib - 200m IIl A. G. Cullen , J . R . Mackenzie (a iL). 13th February , 2000. 
To the right of the triple icefall of Streaky and 10 the left of the snow ramp of Po rker 
is a buttress split by a nalTow gully ; thi s provides the line, a nearl y continuous line 
of ice with two good final pitches. The grade assumes good icing (technical 6 
otherwi se). 

Approach by easy ground up the nose and head for a tri angular buttress below 
the crags. 
Start to the right of this and c limb a double icefall to easy ground (40m). Continue 
up iced slabs and steps heading for the narrow gull y in the head wall . Climb an 
icefall to a rock balTier, traverse right below this and ei ther pull over if ice exists 
or cont inue to the end and pull over there. Continue up left to below a vert ical turf 
ch imney (40m). In good conditions c limb the chimney or, as on the first ascent , gai n 
a ledge just left of the ch imney and cl imb a technical slant ing crack and slab to the 
same point (very well protected). Climb up left to an icefall; ei ther cl imb this or 
avoid it by a zig-zag right then left (45 m). Climb the less steep continuati on ice fall 
direct over its final bulge to a snow ramp (35m). 

North-East Face: 
Pig Irol/ Buttress - 130m IV.3. J. R. Mackenzie. R. Biggar. 15th January, 2000. 
This is the buttress to the ri ght of Pearls before Swine. On this ascent approached 
via the Left Start of Three Little Pigs. A serious first pitch. Start at the lowest rib 
of rock which li es c loser to Tusker than Pearls before Swine. Climb a sustained 
series of grooves and awkward steps 10 below a steeper chimney (visible from 
below as a square-cut notch) which lies just left of Tusk er' s bigger groove (50m). 
C limb the chimney, easierthan it looks, move up right to below a steepening groove 
(25m). Climb the fine turfy slab and overhang on the right to easier ground and the 
top (55 m). 

BEN WYVIS, Creag Coire na Feola: 
Hansel and GrelCil - 200m III . J. R. Mackenzie, R. Biggar. 5th April, 2000 . 
To the left of Tapered Buttress is a line of icefal ls, shortest on the left. The most 
reliable one is near the left where it is thickest and forms an ice hose bottomed by 
an ice corner. Start right of a narrow iced V-gull y at the corner and climb ice to a 
stance below the hose (20m). C limb the hose on the right to reach a snowy rake. 
Either descend left from there or continue up e ither easy-angled ice or snow to a 
steeper and possibly corniced exit. 

Tapered Buttress Direcl- 230m IV ,6. R. Biggar, J. R. Mackenzie. 5th April , 2000. 
This is the narrow buttress left of the main icefa ll s of Gael Force Grooves. It takes 
a direct line up turfy ground immed iately ri ght of smooth slabs/icefa lls. An eas ie r 
route should be possible to the right bypassing the steep secti on on pitch 2. 

Start at an in set corner left of the base. Climb this and then strai ght up ; the two 
runners on this pitch provide landmarks. A loose spike and a revolving chokes lone 
(50m) . The crux can be seen above on the sky line as a steep wall. Climb up to it via 
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a narrow groove ri ght of the rock slabs/icefall s climbing a turf-capped overhang en 
route. ThecrLl x wall starts above a ledge and gives a vertical step with sloping holds 
apart from one (SOm ). Continue easil y up to steepening snow (SOm ). Continue up 
the rocky arete left of a similar arete (Discovery Buttress) SOm. Continue up the 
steepening arete to a fin e finish (30m). 

FANNICHS, An Coileachan, Garbh Coire Mor: 
The Callous Palace- ISOm V,6. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. 14th December, 1999. 
Climbs the left edge of the ri ght-hand depress ion in the slabby wall which form s 
the left side of the corrie. It features a left-fac ing corner which breaks through a 
steep band of rock. Climb up to below andjust left of the corner. Pull into the base 
of the corner, then climb the wall just right of it. The top half of the route is easier 
up turf. 

Fionn Bheinn, Creag Toll Mor (MR 152620): 
A north-facing crag lies at the crest of Toll Mor near the east top. The easiest 
approach is via the Achnasheen road up dreary slopes; allow two hours - plus. The 
schi st crag is very steep and has turfy and rocky lines. Despite its meagre height the 
climbing is quite excit ing and concentrated and in the right conditions (frozen hard 
and not too much snow), just about repays the walk-in . 
Dedication Grooves - 70m IV,S*. J. R. Mackenzie, R. Biggar. 12th December, 
1999. 
Roughly in the centre of the crag and 20m to the ri ght of a chimney-groove is a 
stepped wall with hanging icicles. Climb up to the bu lge with the icicles, step up 
ri ght and pull over the bulge above the icicles . Continue Lip a ramp on the left to a 
saddle stance (30m). A steep groove lies above. Clim b up to a block and step right 
to climb a bl ank wall , then the eas ier groove. Continue in the same line past a 
prominent block and over the cornice (40m). Good technical c limbing with easier 
secti ons. 

RHUE SEA CLIFFS, Gem Walls: 
Rhue-ff - 12m E I Sa. P. Mather (un sec.). 17th September, 1999. 
Follow the short hanging corner to the right of Watch this Space, travers ing out 
ri ght under the first roof. Continue up the easy slab above, moving round the ri ght 
side of the second roof. 

ARDMAIR, Fish Farm Walls: 
Loan Shark Direct Finish - E l Sb. N. Taylor (unsec .). 30th December, j 998. 
An exciting direct finis h through the bulges beneath which the ori ginal route 
traverse right. Follow Loan Shark to the heathery break. Climb the steep hanging 
corner on the left-hand side of the upper wall to an ex it left in a fine position. Some 
coincidence with Brent Spar is possible. 

CULBEAG: 
A large clean dome-shaped wa ll (Stag's Wall ) lies about lOOm left of Curved 
Chimney. It is easi ly identified by a dirty central corner di viding the steep left -hand 
section from a slabbier wall on the right. 
Bad Hand Gallg - 6Sm E3** . G. Robertson, T. Rankin (on sight). 4th September, 
1999. 
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Thi s lovely c limb takes the obvious groove line borderi ng the right edge of the steep 
left-hand wall. Protect ion is genera ll y excell ent, a lthough large Friends are useful. 
Start below a prominent layback crack. 
I. 30m 5c. C lim b the crack fo r 5m to footholds. Step across left into the g roove and 
fo ll ow thi s past several inte res ting secti ons to a good ledge where the c rac k widens. 
2. 35m 5b. Cl imb the wide crack above, step left on to a broad ledge, then move 
eas ily left again to below a g igantic fl ake. C limb the excellent fl ake to a chimney 
s lot from which a pop out left leads to easie r g round. 

STAC POLLAIDH, No.1 (West) Buttress: 
Three Day Grooves - lOOm [V ,S. D. All an (back-roped) . 22nd February, 2000. 
60m left (north ) of Baird ' s Pinnac le and 30m right of the north end of the buttress 
is an open book groove, 30m up w hich is a d iamond-shaped overhang with a c rack 
in it. 
I. 45m. Climb the groove (crux) and contin ue up to the overhang which is turned 
on the left. 
2. 25m. Cl imb easy ground to a bi g ri ght-fac ing corner directly above. 
3. 30m. C limb the corner. then easy ground to the summit. 

December Grooves - l OOm IV,6**. D. A ll an, P. Ingram. 14th December, 1999. 
There is a prominent V-groove ISm left of Baird 's Pinnacle (it is be tween North­
West Corner and West Buttress). The route fo llows this and on the top tier, a left­
facing groove which lies on the right side of slabby rocks. Start d irectly below the 
groove and fo ll ow a thin c rack up a short steep wall. T urn the overhang near the top 
of the groove with a trave rse left. Easy ground leads to the top groove which is 
c limbed more or less d irect. An excellent c limb with good protection and belays. 

Note: D.A llan thi nks that South Rib and Party on the Patio are the same route. A. 
Frase r does not ag ree, but ne ither party is sure. 

Sweeney Tadd - 70m E3 . D. Green, S: Richardson. 25th September, 1999 . 
The well-defined pill ar between Enigma G rooves and November Groove. 
I. 25 m 4b. As fo r Pi tch I , November G roove. 
2. 25m 5c. The left s ide of the pill ar is cut by a thin right-s lanting crack. C limb thi s 
to easier ground on the right edge and continue more eas ily to the platform of 
En igma Grooves. 
3. 20m Sa. Between the final chimney of Eni gma Grooves and the exit c racks o f 
November Groove is a ri ght-facing square -cut corner with an offw idth crack at its 
back. Grun t up thi s to the top. 

No. 2 Buttress: 
The Orifice - 35m E3. A. C rofton, G. Robertson. 10th July, 1999 
I. 10m 5b. Round to the le ft of the slab of Vlad the Impaler is a small a lcove, out 
of the left of which springs a corner crack w hich takes you to good block belays on 
a commodi ous ledge. 
2. 25m 6a. Traverse ri ght from here to below an undercut fl ared off-width . C limb 
this and the corner above t9 the big ledge at the top of Vlad. 

Seismic Shockwaves - 20m E3 6a. A. Crofton, G. Robertson. 10 th July, 1999 
Down and right of thi s buttress is a small south-fac ing wall. Just right of its centre 
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is a right-fac ing undercut corner gained by a large projec ting block. Climb this and 
then twin cracks to a ledge. Above is a technical flake-groove which takes you up 
to an awkward pull on to a slab and the top. 

Go up and ri ght from thi s butlress and a sma ll ridge projects southwards. On its right 
wall are three cracks. The uppermost is short and a bit grassy, the middle one is 
c lean and provides continuous jamming to the top (Jamalmadingdong 20m El 5b), 
and the left one takes you to a ledge where round to the left, a block on the frontal 
face a ll ows twin cracks to be fo ll owed to the top (Hi ghland Spring 20m E2 5c). 

01 ' Red Eyes - lOOm HVS Sa. A. Fraser, I. Magil!. 22nd June, 1999. 
Thi s is s ituated on the upper buttress of No. 2 Buttress overlooking Pinnacle Basin . 
The toe of the buttress is a s lim pillar flanked by two chimneys. 
I . ISm Sa. C limb a thin crack up the pillar, move ri ght to a further crack and follow 
thi s with d iffi culty and I NA to be low an overhang. 
2 . 25m4a. Step right into achimney and fo llow thi s to a ledge. Traverse left for 12m 
ac ross slabs to the foot of a chim ney/corner. 
3 . ISm 4a. C limb the chimney/corner, continue up s labs, then a prominent V­
groove to a terrace. 
4 . ISm 4a. C limb a bul ging crack at the top of a gully , then easil y to the top. 
Note: An ancient ring peg was di scovered on the first belay , presumably gained by 
the chimney to the right of the pillar. Thi s would avoid the aid point and probabl y 
give a more balanced route. 

REIFF, The Pinnacle Area: 
Brickinit - E4 6a. R. & C. Anderson. 1999. 
The bouldery wall/aI'ete between Juniors Groove and Rockettes C limb; a long 
stretch enables a Rock 6 to be slotted in at the small overlap , just protected by a side 
runner on the right. 

Seal Song Area: 
Lateral Thinking - 20m E4 6b. S. Crowe, K. Magog. 3 1 st May, 1999. 
Start up The Executioner to the half-height break. Traverse left to ga in the corner 
of Modern Thinking. Step up this , then continue left more easi ly with a spectacular 
mantelshel f to finish, 

Note: This ro ute must traverse across others recorded in SMCJ 1996, p8 1. 
Hairsplitter - E2 5b. R. & C. A nderson. 1999. 
The edge right of Skull smasher. 

Bay of Pigs: 
Sea of Love - 8m E2 5b*, N, Holmes. June, 1996. 
From the first ledge on Creeping Jenny, swing out ri ghtwards to an obvi ous hold 
then move up to finish leftwards via a faint fl ake. 

Minch Wall: 
Bearing Heart - 10m E5/6 6a. S. Crowe, K. Magog. 29th May, 1999. 
Climbs the centre of the wall left of Friends fo r Life. Boulder up to the prominent 
undercut. Place a small cam (00 HB or similar), blind and awkward. then continue 
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to a good break above. Arrange be tter protection and continue more confident ly to 
fini sh up the s lab. Top-rope practice used. 
Note: The route has been top roped before (and thought 6b) but not led due to the 
difficulty of pl ac ing protection . 

Slab Inlet: 
Cool Dudes - 12m El Sb. S. Ri chardson, T. Whitaker. 30th May, 1999 . 
The blunt edge 3m right of The A li Sh uffle. Start from the ledge of A li Shuffle and 
climb up on good holds just left of the edge to a thin sec tion. Move up then right 
(run ner in hidde n break on right) and continue up on improving ho lds to the top. 

Rubha Ploytach: 
Omission - HVS Sb* * E. Ash, R. Salter. 7 th August, 1999 . 
The 'fine right-angled corner' right of Lilidh , menti oned in the line before Ros 
Bhan on p230. Hard to start. especia ll y fo r the short. Poss ibly s low to dry. 

THE POINT OF STOER: 
Waitillg Patiently - 12m HVS Sa . D. Kirk , S. Ni Ri ai n. 30th May, 1999. 
The sharp south an~te of the curved arc-shaped pinnacle immed iate ly north of the 
sta rt of the tyrolean to the Old M an, with an abse il back off the block a t the top of 
the route. 

Ca~ul1lped - 12m VS 4c. D. Kirk, S. Ni Riain . 30th May, 1999. 
On the same pinnacle as above. Take a thin crackline on the west (seaward) face, 
going s lightl y right to left and passing over a small overhang just below the top. 
Abseil as above. 

SUILVEN: 
Erebus- 120m VII .7. M. Franklin , R. Webb. 20th December. 1999 . 
C limbs the north edge of the W Buttress. Pass the scrappy lower tier on the left 
to gai n a ten·ace. Traverse right about 10m until the terrace narrows and steepens. 
Above is a two-s tepped corner which in turn is bel ow tw in grooves. 
I . I Om. Climb the corner. 
2. 40m. C limb the left-hand corner until it peters out, swing into the ri ght-hand 
corner and conti nue to a small ledge. Above, the corner continues into an overhang . 
Make hard moves left to regain the left-hand corner and continue up this. 
3. 40m. Move up and left to gain a surpri singly steep corner and climb this to below 
a vic ious- looking chimney. 
4 . 10m. C limb the chimney, which li ves up to its look. 
5 . 20m. Continue to easy ground . 

BRAEBAG: 
Unllamed - 60m IV ,4. J. Lya ll , R. Webb. December, 1999 . 
F ind the 'ex traordinary defil e' described in SMCJ 1998, p624. Descend it to the 
bottom of the lower tie r and turn ri ght (in descent). 
I . 30m. C lim b the first line of weakness to the top of the lower tier. 
2. 2Sm . Above is a slim right-fac ing corner. C limb this until forced ri ght and keep 
moving right to gain a rib . 
3. Sm. C limb an awkward groove to the plateau. 
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Small Beginning - 30m Ill . N. Wil son, R. Webb. January, 2000. 
From about halfway down the defi le , a si m ilar but less impress ive defil e can be seen 
about ISOm away at the top of the first t ie r to the no rth .. Thi s route c limbs the left 
edge of the buttress to the left of thi s second defil e (bo th defil es a re G rade I) . 

QUINAG, Barrel Buttress: 
Challg - 300m V,7. D. All an, A. Ni sbet. 15th Dece mber, 1999 . 
An intricate line and a sensational fini sh through the steep wall s ri ght o f Cave 
G ull y. Reach the foo t of the upper buttress by the c rest o f the buttress immed iate ly 
ri ght of V Gull y (Badajoz). Once at the upper buttress, start about 10m le ft o f 
Raeburn , M ackay and Ling Orig ina l Route be low a na rrow chimney . Gain and 
c limb the chimney to a ledge. Above is overhanging so traverse le ft , initi a lly w ith 
di ffic ulty, then go up to a ledge under steep ground. Traverse ri ght , go up to a higher 
ledge, traverse ri ght aga in and go up a steep g roove to a big ledge. Go right until 
near the base of the final chimney of Orig ina l Route, then return di agona ll y le ft until 
be low a fina l wa ll po ised above overhangs. Climb thi s (cru x) to fini sh. 

Stout --7Sm VS. D. A ll an, A . N isbet. 12 th August, 1999. 
Start 3m ri ght from the left edge of the centra l pill ar (ie . about 3m right of Orig ina l 
Route) . 
I. 3Sm Sa. Make hard moves up a small g roove, then traverse lOm ri ght a long a foot 
ledge. Return d iagonall y le ft up fl akes, then go stra ight up to a g rass ledge. 
2. 40m 4b. Go ri ght a long the ledge and c limb an obvious line leading left to a ledge, 
then move ri ght and climb short walls to the top. Bette r but near Mild, go left and 
up to its tw in c racks, then climb a fine c rack leading s lightly right. 

Grollse - 60m VS Sa. D. All an, A . Ni sbe t. 12 th August, 1999. 
C limbs the first groove left of the big ri ght-hand fault which fo rms the ri ght s ide 
of the buttress's centra l pill ar. Start Sm le ft of the fa ult. C limb the steep g roove and 
c racks to an easie r-ang led vegetated section. Move left and fini sh up the le ft a rete. 

Nippy Corner - 60m HVS Sa . D. A ll an, A . N isbe t. 2 1 st A ugust, 1999 . 
The ri ght-hand buttress (right o f Coopers Gull y) is capped by a very steep wall. The 
route c limbs a big corner line round on its right s ide. Start be low a lowertie rdirectl y 
be low the co rn e r (reached by a SOm abseil down the line) . 
I . 30m 4 b. C limb the lower wall initi a ll y up then diagona ll y left until be low and left 
of the corne r. 
2 . 30m Sa. C limb the co rner, susta ined at the start (poss ibl y s low to dry). 

CARN AN TIONAIL, Creag na h-Uidhe (Sheet 16, MR 384 374): 
Thi s wes t-fac ing crag can be approached from West Merkland (Skm , I hr. 30min .). 
It is fa irl y extens ive but low in a ltitude, so requires ve ry cold weather. 
Y-Gully, Righl Branch - 200 m 11 *. D. A ll an. 14th March, 1992 . 
Thi s is the fourth gull y f rom the le ft e nd and is more o r less in the centre o f the face. 

Y-Gully, Lefl Branch - 200m 111,4** D. All an. G. C umming . 19 th March, 1995. 
T he branch can be c limbed direct at JUlIl but it is muc h be tte r to do a right-hand 
f ini sh w hi ch involves a f ine 2S m ice pitch, then a right traverse behind a huge 
hanging ic ic le and a fini sh up an iced chimney. 
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East Crag: 
V-Gully, Left Brallch - 220m H. D. All an. 13th February, 1994. 
There is a crag with thi s obvious gully on the east side of the hill . 

SCOURIE, Rubh ' Aird an t-Sionnaich Sheet 9; MR143 435): 
The crag is of Lewisian gneiss and faces SE. The routes were cl imbed by D. A ll an , 
B. Mackenzie and R. Murray on 25th and 27th July, 1997 (leader's initial s given). 
Only the seaward end of the main section is affected by high tide. 
Approach: Park at Eddachilles Free Church off the road just south of Scourie 
village. Walk I km west to the point. The climbs are described from the r ight where 
you arrive. 
ChokeslOne Comer- 20m Mild VS 4b* (D .A.). 
The open left-fac ing corner at the right end of the crag. Start at the first large 
jammed stone in the gull y and c limb up and right. 

Chokes tone Crack - 20m VS 4c* (D.A.). 
Start on the second large j ammed stone in the gull y and c limb right of the two noses . 

Old Peg ROllle - 20m Mild VS 4b* * (R.M. ). 
Start at the same place and c limb and climb left of the nose. 

Black Bob 's Crack - 20m VS 4c** (D.A.) . 
Left of the central bulg ing black wall are two parallel cracks. This c limbs the deep 
right-hand crack and the continuat ion crack on the steeper headwall. 

There is a pleasant traverse round to the left from here above the high tide mark . 
Twill Cracks - 20m VS Sa* (B.M.). 
Halfway along the traverse are two shallow corners. C limb the ri ght one, then twin 
carcks steep ly on big holds to a ledge. Finish up a shallow groove. 
The Wee Comer - 8m Severe* (D.A. ). 
Take the short corner at the top right end of the pl atform. 

Righr Thin Crack - 8m HVS Sb* (B.M.). 
The narrow crack just left of The Wee Corner. 

Left Thin Crack - 10m E l Sb* (B .M. ). 
The narrow crack just left of Ri ght Thin Crack . 

Right-Hand Corner- 12m VS Sa* (R.M .). 
The corner just left of Left Thin Crack. 

Left-Hand Corner - l 2m VS 4c* (D.A.). 
The climb fini shes up a right-s lant ing corner/ramp. 

Pug wash Ahoy - ISm V. Diff. *** (RM ). 
Traverse le ft from the foot of the platform to the arete which marks the end of thi s 
part of the crag (there is a deep c left to its left). C limb the arete. 

Roads Depot Crag (MR 158 439): 
This small I Om crag is ofLewisian gnei ss and is south-facing. Routes by D. Allan 
on 29th August, 1997. 
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Approach: Park on the access track to the Roads Depot off the road just south of 
Scourie vi Il age. The crag is 150m to the north and is invisible from the publi c road. 
Routes described left to right. 
1. Lefi Corner - VS 4c*' 
2. The Ridge - VS 4b/c* 
C limb shallow grooves up the ridge. 
3. Central Corner - HVS 5a**. 
4. Deep Crack - VS Sa. 
The big ri ght-leaning crack and continu ati on chimney. 
5. Chimney Crack- VS 4c*. 
The crack rig ht of the previous climb. Start on the right. 

SHEIGRA, The First Geo: 
Something Worth Fighting For- 25m E6 6b** . R. Campbell , N. Craig. June, 1995. 
Climbs through the overlap and cracked headwall near the right end of the south 
wall (rig ht of Here and Now) . Step off a boulder on to the grey wall and ascend first 
rig htwards, then back left to an overlap (very seri ous) . Pull into a sli ght groove 
above (protection) and continue straight up to a shake-out below the upper 
headwall. From a flat hold, pull strai ght up a thin crack above, crucifix right, then 
crank straight up to finish. 

ARKLE, Loch an Nighe Crag (MR 292 452): 
A gne iss crag, fairly steep but with some vegetati on. Further routes would need 
cleaning. 
Rocking Robin- 30m El 5b. D. Allan, A. Nisbet. 22nd August, 1999 . 
The left of two right-slanting, right-fac ing corners, c limbed unti I near the top when 
a pull out left on fl akes reached heather. Belay ISm back. 

FOINAVEN, Creag Coire na Lice: 
On the south s ide of the loch an is an obvious large boulde r. From here the route is 
almost directly above and straight up the centre of the wall . 
North Wall Groo ve - 160m HVS. A. Crofton , G. Robertson. I I th July, 1999. 
112. ·From near the centre of the lower tier a left-to- rig ht slanting rake and short 
walls lead to the grass terrace at hal fway. 
3. 30m Sa. In the centre of the steep clean section of the face a left-facing groove 
starts just above and right of a pale rib. Start from a small cairn and scratched arrow 
below the groove where there is a small spike belay. Climb the wall above to gain 
the groove left of the pale rib. Follow thi s to a steep wall, step up on to the rib and 
from here climb the steep wall until a traverse can be made back right 6m to a 
comfortable stance at the bottom of the groove. 
4. 25m4b. Climb the groove to another g reat stance under the roofs. Much eas ier 
than it looks. 
5. 25 m 4c. Traverse right under the roofs in an exposed situat ion. Move round the 
rib and continue eas il y to the top. 

Lord Reay's Seat: 
Lefifield - 220m E2*. G. Robertson, T. Rankin. August, 1999. 
A fine mountaineering route, sustained and exposed with a little loose rock, taking 
a direct line of grooves in the left crest of the steep central nose. The top two pitches 
foll ow Pobble 's Direct Fi ni sh (which deserved E2 5b, not HVS, is an excellent 
feature and very sustained, though dangerously loose). Start 20m ri ght of Pobble 
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at the right-hand of two caves, below a clean groove (right of the light-coloured 
patch of rock mentioned in the guide) . 
I. 45m 5b. Enterthe groove boldly from the left (crux) and climb it to the top. Trend 
slight ly rightwards up short walls and a corner to good ledges below the jutting 
prow. 
2. 25m 5b. There is a clean groove just left of the prow. Climb into and up this 
(loose), then pull outright on to the exposed rib which leads to a ledge below a steep 
groove. 
3. 30m 5b. Climb the groove, then move up right to the crest which leads to ledges 
beneath the right-hand corner of the ' crinkly slab' . 
4. 30m 4b. Climb straight up to the base of the huge left-facing corner (pobble 
Direct Finish). 
5. 40m 5b. Climb the corner, exiting right near the top. 
6. SOm. Easier climbing to the summit. 

CREAG SMOMHAIRLE: 
Note: The following opinions are from D. Allan. 
Black Gold - Remove both stars for a horrible top pitch. 
The Ramp - Deserves one star, if not two. 
Bardot Thodol- Regrading of pitches as 5b, Sa, 4c. 

SHETLAND, Esha Ness Lighthouse: 
Sunday Morning - 35m VS 4c. T . Sawbridge, M. Snell. 30th May, 1999. 
Climb a crack in the wall to the left of Mary. Move right on to a rib at the top 

The Drongs (Main Drong): 
Ramsay Dyce - 65m Mild XS. M. Snell. T. Sawbridge (alt.). 2nd June, 1999. 
I. 40m 5b. From the gap, take the rising traverse right to a hard step and then up a 
short chimney 
2. ISm 4c. Climb a wall and corner direct to an easy slab, then up to the lower 
summit. 
3. 1 Om 4b. As for the previous route. 
Note: This route is named after the boat that took the team out to the Drongs. The 
boat hirer, Keith Oliver, can be contacted on 07899 9944798. 

CAIRNGORMS 
LOCHNAGAR: Southern Sector: 
The name Perseverance Wall is suggested for the buttress just right of The Red 
Spout and with the following three routes (Perseverance Rib was the first route 
climbed here). 

The Vice - 80m IV,S. R. Birkett, K. Neal. 30th January, 2000. 
A counter-diagonal to Perseverance Rib. Start up a groove right of Perseverance 
Rib and climb this , then move left on a short piece of easy ground (25m). From here 
move straight up to climb a short chimney with a chokestone (20m). Follow a series 
of large blocks forming an arete to finish left at the top by a huge boulder (35m). 

Gale Force Groove - 70m Ill. S. Muir, P. Mather. 15th December, 1999. 
To the right of Perseverance Rib is a less prominent triangular ridge with a V­
groove (containing a square block roof at half-height) leading to its apex. 
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I. 30m. Climb the groove to the sq uare block and step right. 
2. 40m. Continue up the groove over turfy bul ges to finish along a sma ll rib to the 
pl ateau. 

lason 's Groove - 70m Ill. P. Mather, S. Muir. 23rd January, 2000. 
To the right of Gale Force Groove is another obvious line which fini shes at a notch 
in the sky line to the right of a tower, best seen when stand ing below it. Climb the 
groove to the notch, then either c limb a snow gull y or traverse left on to the rib 
separating the two grooves and finish as for Gale Force Groove. 

The Cathedral: 
Mullahmaloumouktoll - 90m E2. S. Richardson, D . Green. 10th July, 1999 . 
A good natural line up the front face of the mummy-shaped tower at the left end of 
the cliff. Start by scrambling up a groove left of Transept Route a nd belay at the foot 
of the left to right ramp cutting the lower half of the tower. 
I. 25m Sa. Make a steep entry on to the ramp which leads over an overl ap to a small 
stance on the right edge of the tower overlooking Transept Route. 
2. 30m 5b. Climb the left-trending groove, and move le ft below roofs at its top to 
reach the arete. Climb up steepl y to a good stance with a deviati on left then right. 
3. 20m. Continue up the cracked wall above and move along the horizontal ridge 
to a be lay below the fin al chimney of Transept Route. 
4. ISm 5c. Climb the crack in the steep wall 5m left o f the chimney of Transept 
Route to the top. 

The Sorcerer- 80m V,6. J. Ashbridge, S. Richardson. 5th December, 1999 . 
An interesting climb taking a series of grooves and chimneys on the ri ght fl ank of 
the Magic Pill ar. Start by c limbing easy mi xed ground and be lay just right of the 
promine nt corner of No Worries Groove. 
I. 20m. Climb the sq uare-cut corner, passing short prominent twin cracks at half­
heig ht , to reach a good ledge. 
2 . 20m. Continue up the corner above and pull over a difficult capping bulge to 
reach a terrace which is level with the top of the initial corner of No Worries Groove. 
3. 40m. Move right for 5m along the terrace to reach a long straight ch imney which 
cuts deep into the ri ght flank of the buttress. Climb thi s with interest to its top and 
ex it right below the final capping overhang to reach the plateau (large cornice 
poss ible). 

Central Buttress: 
Footloose - 65m VII ,8. P. Be nson, G. Robertson. 19th December. 1999. 
This excelle nt short route with contrasting pitches takes the crack and groove 
immediately left ofMantichore. Start at an overhang ing crackj ust up and left of that 
route. 
I. 25m. Boulde r into thecrack and fo llow it boldly toagood ledge. Continue steeply 
up right over a turfy bulge to join Mantichore at its first belay. 
2. 40m. Climb the groove directly above by a thin crack on its left wall. Where the 
crack goes blind , make a hard mantel , then move left into anothe r groove which is 
followed out le ft to easy grou nd . A superb pitch. 

Shadow Buttress Group: 
Giant 's Head Arete - 220m V,6*. G. Robertson, P. Benson. February, 2000. 
Takes the obviou s groove in the rib between Giant ' s Head Direct and Giant ' s Head 
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Chimney . Good exposed c limbing, climbed under powder. Fo ll ow the lower 
chimney to the overhang. Traverse right as for Giant's Head Chimney and belay on 
the left as soon as the trough is gai ned. Step immed iate ly left on to the slab rib and 
make a ri sing traverse left into an open groove (visibl e from the corrie fl oor). C limb 
the groove for a short way then the turfy crack in its left wa ll to a good sp ike belay. 
Climb grooves in the left side of the crest which is gained via an awkward wall just 
before it joins the Direct. Finish up this. 

Shadow Buttress B: 
Note: A flake used on the crux of Raeburn's Groove was pulled off during a repeat 
attempt (which was abandoned to become the variation on Raeburn ' s Groove­
SMC] 1997, P 337). It has since been climbed by W. Moirand N. Ritchie who found 
this pitch to be technically hard and sustained despite its short length. The route is 
now worth VII, 7. 

The Dark Side oflhe Moon - 180m VI,S. C. Cartwri ght, S. Richardson. 9th January, 
2000. 
The prominent left-facing corner on the Douglas-Gibson Face of Shadow Buttress 
B. The corner is crackless and smooth with little turf, so icy cond itions are required. 
On this occasion the ice was 2cm to 3cm thick and of va ri able quality resultin g in 
two ser ious first pitches. Start 10m left of Eclipse below the corner. 
I. 20m . Climb the corner to a small ledge and peg belay behind a small flake. 
2 . SOm. Continue up the line of the corner until it arcs up and left after 2Sm. C limb 
a short corner on the impending right wall to reach a hanging ice gu ll y which leads 
to a terrace. 
3. 40m. Cl imb the gully to belay below a pronounced buttress. 
4. SOm . Continue up the gu ll y left of the buttress, then move right up a chimney to 
ex it below the final tower of Shadow Buttress B. 
5. 20m. Finish up Shadow Buttress B to the top. 

Tough-Brown Face: 
Diu/re oflhe Sorrows: A. Cave and D. Heselden made the second ascent on 16th 
January, 2000, and in very icy cond itions, fin ished up the last pitch of Dirge (the 
steep groove above the grassy niche of Post Mortem). This direct line would seem 
the best way to go. VIII,8 , but harder than the pitch below. 

Morl- IX,9. B. Davison, D. McGimpsey , A. Nisbet. 15th January, 2000. 
By the summer route except that the left side of a prominent rib was climbed above 
the roof on pitch 2 rather than the right. Very icy conditions. 

Rolling Thunder- 9S m VIll,8. A. Mullin (back-rope so lo) . 5th December, 1999. 
This serious route is very strenuous, technical and poorly protected throughout. 
Follows the summer line without the rightwards traverse at half-height to create a 
fine direct winter line. 
I. 2Sm. Start as described for summer and after the sma ll roof trend up left on two 
grass ledges to reach a big ledge below a overhung corner with a slabby left wall. 
At head height in the corner is an in-silu copperhead which is all the protection 
avai lab le for the crux above. Use the blind corner for thin hooks which all ow a 
diagonal crack in the middle of the slabby wall to be used . There are thin hooks in 
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this and in the corner which a ll ow turf to be reached and in turn the belay ledge. 
Very serious . 
2. 20m. Directly above is the continuation fault with a nut at its base. Climb this to 
reach a grassy ledge with a ramp trending out rightwards. Ignore the traverse out 
right and continue straight up the overhanging corner above (in silu nut at its base). 
C limb the corner boldly to reach a thin turfy groove which leads directly to the next 
be lay on the long ledge. 
3. 20m. Above are two fault lines. Ignore the obvious right-trending wide crack and 
use a blind groove farther left to reach a sloping footho ld out on the left arete. Once 
ga ined, use a lump of turf on the arete and the blind groove to make a hi gh step up 
to reach good turf and then the slanting roof junction and an in silu belay. 
4 . 20m. Traverse up and right to reach the left side of a huge roof. Step down right 
and make an exposed and bold traverse right below the roof to break out up right 
onto a turfy ledge. A series of blocks and ledges lead out right to easy ground and 
the ridge. 
Note: Climbed on sight with some of the crux moves (pitch I, above the 
copperhead) being practised on a tight rope before stepping back down to the ledge 
and re-climbing it (not resting). There was helpful ice under the final roof, although 
it meant no protection. Five fall s in total taken on the route. 

Tough- Brown Ridge: 
Mordwal1d - 200m IV,S. S. Richardson, G. Robertson. 21 st January, 2000. 
The sinister-looking wa ll to the right of Backdoor Route. Good turf and protection 
result in an enjoyable mixed route which holds snow well after a thaw. Start 30m 
up and right of Backdoor Route directly below a smooth left-fac ing groove situated 
30m up the wall. 
I. SOm. C limb mixed ground up to the groove and pass it on ~he right via steep turfy 
wall s. Continue up and left to an excellent stance on the left edge of the wall 
overl ooking the Variation Start to Backdoor Route. 
2. SOm. Move back right on to the wall and climb diagonally right and surmount 
a steep step to reach an easier groove- line above. Climb thi s to a good stance. 
3 and 4. lOOm. Easy ground leads to the crest of the buttress . Foll ow Backdoor 
Route to the top 

Black Spout Pinnacle: 
Once in Ten Years - V,4. R. Clothier, N. Harper. 16th January, 2000. 
A snow-ice route up the blank fault between The French Connection and Katsa lana, 
fin ishing approximate ly up the latte r. Technically easy but poorly protected in the 
unusually icy conditions. 

Extorlionist- 3Sm E2 Sb*. J. Lines, C. Ord. 29th August, 1999. 
Start Sm right of Epitome at a right-facing corner. C limb the corner to a roof and 
pull left on to the wall. Make a couple of thin moves up to better holds and finish 
into a short V-corner. Move up on to The Springboard to the belay and abseil point. 
Sustained and well protected with one harder sect ion. 

Hood Roule - VII,7. J. Currie, G. Robertson. 9th January, 2000. 
Climbed in very icy conditions. The route was started by the first pitch of Epitome. 

The Stack: 
Stackattack - 130m VI,6. S. Richardson, C. Cartwright. 23rd January, 2000. 
A varied mixed route which spirals leftwards from the foot of Redemption to reach 
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The Stack, then breaks outright from the Icy Recess Variation of The Stack to finish 
up the ex it gully of Torquing Corpse. Req uires icy conditions. 
I. SOm. Start at the foot of Redempti on an exposed horizontal break. Traverse the 
break leftwards, make an awkward move around a bulging nose, then move up and 
left to a good stance on the traverse line ofTorquing Corpse pitch 2. 
2 . 20m. Move left and climb the steep left- fac ing corner, as for the Icy Recess 
Variation to The Stack. 
3. 20m. Continue up the Icy Recess, but instead of escaping out left at its top, break 
out ri ght across an overhanging wall to reach the bottom section of the ex it gull y 
of Torquing Corpse. A wild pitch! 
4. 40m. Continue up the gull y to the top. 

The Stuic: 
Millennium BUllress - 90m V,S. J. Ashbridge, S. Richardson. 1st January, 2000. 
The broad buttress between Daybreak Corners and Twilight Groove. 
I. 40m. Start below the centre of the buttress and climb grooves and mi xed ground 

just ri ght of the cres t to a huge bl ock which forms a window that can be seen from 
below. 
2. 30m. Move up to triangular slab . Climb it using cracks on its right side, then step 
left and climb a groove through the steep headwall above past a rockfall scar. 
3. 20m. Easy ground leads to the final ridge of The Stuic and the top. 

First Light - 70m IV,S. C. Cartwright, S. Ri chardson. 2 1 st November 1999. 
The left side of the steep wall to the leftofThe StooeeChimney is cut by a vegetated 
fault. 
I. 30m. Cl imb a steep groove to ledge below the wall. Continue up the fault above, 
passing th rough a ni che to reach a good stance. 
2. 40m. Continue more easi ly up the crest of the buttress to the top. 

The Slot - 70m IV,6. S. Richardson, C. Cartwright. 2 1 st November, 1999 . 
The prominent chimney cleaving the centre of Slot Buttress. 
I. 3Sm. Climb a groove to a ledge. Continue up the steep chimney to a good stance. 
2. 3S m. Fini sh up the continuation chimney and easy ground to the top. 

CREAG AN DUBH LOCH, Central Gully Wall, Buff Slabs: 
Stark Direct Finish - E4 6a. J. Lines, W. Moir. II th August, 1999. 
3a. 3Sm 6a. Directly above the belay is a thin crack in a vertical red wall. Climb thi s 
for a few moves, then move right into a right-facing corner. Move ri ght and up and 
c limb the right-hand of twin grooves to easier ground. The belay is 20m higher. 

MA Y AR, Conie Fee: 
A-B Direct - 2S0m H. D. F. Lang. 13th February, 2000. 
Start at the lowest point of the buttress left of the base ofB Gully. C limb up and left 
from a rock alcove to emerge on the heathery and turfy buttress. Ascend more or 
less directly but avo iding the shelf of that route by climbing directly up to jo in the 
ramp of Central Route. Justshorloftheedge overl ook ing B Gully C himney, ascend 
to reach a groove, then work up over the capping blocks to emerge on a short an~te 
overl ooking the upper chimney of A-B Intermediate . Move delicate ly along the 
arete to land at the col of A-B Intermediate. 

Da ve McCimpsey 0 11 [h e crux pitch 0 11 the fi rs! winter ascent of 'Mort ' IX, 9, Tough Brown Face, 
Lochnagar. Photo: Brian Davisoll Collection. 

The cOITie~; of Bein,., (I' Bhuird and Eastern Caimgorms fram Lochllagar. Photo: Niall Ritchie. 
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GLEN CLOVA, Craig Maud: 
Pinnacle Ridge - 200m H. S . Ri cha rdson. 4 th January, 2000. 
Thi s is the buttress between Curving Gully and No rth G ully a nd the w inter ascent 
approx imates to the summer line. Start at the bottom le ft corne r of the buttress and 
fo llow an easy ramp up right. Move th rough mi xed ground to snow slo pes which 
lead into an icy recess . Climb thi s and fini sh up the centre of three grooves . 

BEINN A' BHUIRD, Coire na Ciche: 
Th e Magic Carpet - Il0m V,4. D. McGimpsey, A . Ni sbet. 11th January, 2000 . 
The ice streak which occas ionall y forms down the s lab le ft of The Carpet. C limb 
the s lab le ft o f the first pitch of The Carpet (la rgely banked out on thi s occasion). 
The ma in ice streak was initi ally too thin so a pa ra ll e l streak neare r The Carpet was 
c limbed until the main streak could be rega ined and fo llowed to the to p. The Carpe t 
itse lf was well iced and would have been s lightly easie r than thi s route. 

The Slugging Match - 150m H. D . McG impsey, A . isbet. II th January, 2000. 
The obvious s labby ramp whi ch fo rms the le ft edge of Sluga in Buttress, ga ined by 
an ice pitc h and fo ll owed to its apex . From he re the hig he r of two left-travers ing 
lines led to s now slopes immedi ate ly right of the Great Sl ab (the left edge o f the 
upper recess and also the fini sh shown in the guide to Sluga in Buttress, a lthough 
a right-hand fini sh is the normal line). Probabl y a g rade harder under powder. 

Coire an Dubh Lochain: 
Note: Fever Pitch (SMCJ 1997) is considered E5 6a* 

Dividing Buttress: 
Seventh Veil - 90m E6**. J. Lines, W . Moir, N. Morri son (on sight). 4th August, 
1999 . 
Climbs the centre of the slab le ft of Streakers Root. Start up and left o f Streakers 
Root at some boss ho lds on the s lab. 
I. 40m 5c. C limb up into a c lean groove w ith a pinki sh ri ght arete. C limb thi s to an 
overlap , then the s lab direct just right o f a pink streak to gain a crack. C limb the 
c rack to an overlap and move right into Streakers Root to be lay (beneath a roof in 
a sho rt right-fac ing corner). 
2. 25m 6b. Step down and move le ft on to the lip of the overlap. Move up vi a a tl ake 
to a curi ous thread in a pocket ~th e o nl y runner). Step in the pocke ts and make thin 
moves up the centre of the slab into a scoop. Fo ll ow the vague le ft rib of the scoop 
to a diagonal fault, climbed to its lOp. 
3. 25m. Scra mble up right , then away left as fo r Streake rs Root pitch 4. 

Coire nan Clach, Crystal Buttress: 
Approx. 300m NW of Dividing Buttress is thi s s labby buttress with pink and g reen 
streaks and a n ove rhanging north wall. 
Bag of Crystals - 70m E2 5b. 1. Lines (on sight so lo) . 29th July, 1999 . 
Sta rt at the ri ght end of the buttress at the start o f the overhang ing north wall. C l imb 
a steep left-c urving g roove to pull on to a ledge (crux), then move 5m right a lo ng 
the lip of the wa ll. C limb a fa int g roove and when it fades. step right to a pink treak. 
C limb thi s to a ledge, step left and go up a rib to ledges (40m). Scramble left and 
up. 

Bob Ross 0 11 ;Be llows ' HVS 50, SlOe 011 Fharaidh. Cairngorm. PhOlo: Creg Strange. 



380 SCOTTISH MOUNTAINEERING CLUB JOURNAL 

Cracked Buttress: 
A clean NE-facing slabby wall with a horizontal and a diagonal crack. 
The Recluse - 60m E2 5b*. 1. Lines (on sight solo). 29th Jul y, 1999. 
Start at the toe of the buttress. Move up and pull th rough a small overl ap to fo llow 
holds directly up past the horizontal and diagonal cracks to reach some small flakey 
hand holds. Follow these up di agonally right, pull through an overlap via a crack 
and go up to ledges (30m ). Scramble up the pleasant slabby rib on the left. 

Snowdrop - lOOm 1II . S. Richardson . 19th March, 2000. 
About lOOm ri ght of Crocus Gully is a funnel-shaped snow scoop. Climb a right­
slant ing mi xed ramp for 50m to gain the scoop which leads to steep cornice ex it. 

Promontory Gully - 180m 1. S. Richardson. 19th March, 2000. 
Climb the strai ghtforward snow gull y through the centre of the Promontory as for 
the summer line. From here broad snow slopes lead up the crest to the cornice which 
is normall y sma ll at thi s point. 

Garbh Choire: 
North- West Slab - 120m III . B. Davison, A. isbet. 6th February, 2000. 
The buttress right of North-Couloir (and Groove) forms a slab with a steep wall at 
its base and bounded on the ri ght by an arete . Start in the centre of the steep basa l 
wa ll and climb an obv ious break to gain the slab. Zig-zag up the slab o n ice until 
a snow band leads out right to the m·ete. Climb the line of the arete to the top. 

COIRE SPUTAN DEARG: 
The Fly- V,7. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. 19th November. 1999. 
By the summer route . Pleas ingly he lpful cracks . 

The Slide - 35m Mild VS 4b. D. McGimpsey , A. N isbet. August, 1999 . 
About ISm left ofThe Chute is a steep rib. Climb the corner on the right of the rib 
untiljust below a midway platfo rm (thi s is the orig inal start to The Swing), then step 
right to gai n and follow a groove to the to p. 
Winter: V,6. D. McG impsey, A. Nisbet. 10th December, 1999. 
The ascent startedj ust left of the rib of The Swing and climbed the groove formed 
by its left side to the midway platform. Tricky moves right gai ned the groove of The 
Slide, followed to the top. 

The Chute - 50m VI,7 . 1. Preston , V. Chelton. 29th February, 2000. 
Climbed in two pitches, behind and on to the block (ISm), then left and up the crack 
(35 m). Well protected, but st ill high in the grade. 

Terminal Wall- VI,6. D. McGimpsey, A. Nisbet. 19th November, 1999. 
Close to the summer route. Included a bold section of hooking through and above 
the overhang on pitch I. 

BRAERIACH, Garbh Coire Mor: 
The Fiery Groove - 120m 1Il. A. Nisbet. 30th March, 2000. 
A series of grooves are formed by the right edge of Phoenix Buttress. These often 
fill with ice late season and are partly protected from the sun by the buttress. Start 
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up the snow bay right of Phoenix Buttress, then climb ice in the second groove to 
the right of the buttress . A left-slanting groove leads into the nearest groove to the 
buttress. This leads to the top above the right side of the buttress . 

Coire Bhrochain: 
Central Chimney - 60m n. A. Nisbet. 30th March, 2000. 
The chimney cleaves the amphitheatre wall between the left and right branches of 
Central Buttress Gully. In late season it can form a narrow runnel of ice. Move on 
to the rib on the right near the top for the most likely break in the cornice. 

CARN ETCHACHAN, Upper Tier: 
Note: After the small overhang on the wide sloping shelf ofInside Edge, J. Preston 
continued direct up the corner to the large ledge, an easier and more logical line. 
G. Ettle climbed Pagan Slit in icy conditions at hard V,6. 

At the far left end of the Upper Tier are some terraced walls, well left of Crevasse 
Route. 
Outer Limits - 105m IV,6. G. Ettle, L. Noble. December, 1999. 
I. 30m. Climb an easy iced crack-line to bel ay on the left. 
2. 30m. Foll ow the crack to the steep wall above, then gain the obvious roofed 
chimney on the right. Climb this with a technical exit right. Move up, then hard left 
to below a crack-line. 
3. 15m. Climb the crack to easy ground. 
4. 30m. Go up right to finish. 

Gonaeno Groove-105m VI,7. M. Garthwaite, G. Ettle. 13th December, 1999. 
Start as for the previous route but heading slightly right into a black chimney and 
steep iced walls above. 
I . 30m. Climb an easy fault-line over one bulge. 
2. 20m. Climb the chimney. 
3. 25m. Climb up blocky ground to overhangs. Step right and swing over a roof to 
another steep wall. Ascend on ice to easy ground. 
4. 30m. Finish up right. 

SHELTER STONE CRAG: 
Threadbare (winter), True Finish - 60m IV,4. A. Mullin, A. Nisbet. 17th Novem­
ber, 1999. 
This is a much better finish to Threadbare (or Consolation Groove) in winter, 
climbing the original finish to Consolation Groove (summer), which is V. Diff. 
Start from 'the shoulder', the level sect ion from where the winter ascent traversed 
off. Climb the crest above, a cracked wall. Continue up a right-slanting groove and 
a short wall to an easier crest (45m). Finish up thi s. 

The Flake - 70m V,7. A. Mullin, A. Nisbet. 17th November, 1999. 
Climbs a prominent right-slanting flake-crack in the wall above the High Ledge, 
forming an X-shape with Citadel Winter Variation, Independent Finish. Good 
climbing, gained by an absei l from the top down to the High Ledge, then a 
descending traverse to near the left end of the High Ledge, close to where Sticil Face 
joins it. Climb a steep capped groove, then continue diagonally right up the crack-
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line until a short steep wall leads to a big ledge below the flake-crack (45m). Climb 
this past an initial roof (crux) and a large wedged flake to the top (25m). 

Central Slabs: 
Unnamed - I 05m E7*** 1. Lines, P. Thorburn. I st August, 1999. 
The linking of Real m of the Senses, L' Elisird' Amore and a previously unrecorded 
route called Hard Lines (R. Campbell, 1. Lines, 20th July, 1996) to give a 
continuous route. 
1. 30m 5c. The left-hand Variation Start to The Pin. 
2. 30m 6c. Realm of the Senses. 
3. 45m 6b. L'Elisird' Amore with a direct finish (climbed before but not recorded). 
Climb Thor for 15m to the peg in a pocket, then move up the white streak on the 
left to a good hold and runner. Move up the flake on the left to make a thin move 
left to a pocket in a pink streak. Go up the pink streak to a line of pockets leading 
left into a corner. Climb out of the corner using the left wall to where the original 
line traversed left for 20m to belay. Instead, climb straight up on reasonable holds 
and follow the holds curving rightwards until they run out ata shield. A flake groove 
is seen on the right (the continuation fault line of The Harp); make a thin move to 
gain this and continue up it to the top. Scramble up and right to a two-peg belay in 
a short overhung corner. 

Note: R. Campbell notes that Cupid' s Bow is now E5 6b after a fall caused the 
protection peg in the crux to snap. G. Ettle and M. Garthwaite repeated Consolation 
Grooves in snowy conditions and agreed with VII,? 

The Steeple, Dusk Till Dawn Version - 285m IX,9. A. Mullin , S. Paget. 20th 
November, 1999. 
The route is technically very arduous throughout. Climbed almost entirely in the 
dark with the exception of two pitches; 24 hours spent on the route without a 
bivouac. Takes in the summer line of The Steeple with the exception of pitch 4. 
I. 30m. Summer Steeple. 
2. 25m. Summer Steeple. 
3. 45m. Climb up and left on ledges to reach a steep blank looking wall with a right­
trending flake crack at half-height, climb this to reach the grass terrace. 
4. 15m. Traverse easily right to reach the block belay below Needle pitch 4). 
5. 30m. (revised pitch length) Take the Postern crack and then go left to large bay 
below steep slabby corners. 
6. 20m. Climb the overhung wall and corner with a hard exit left at half height to 
gain a ledge (common with the top of Needle pitch 4.) 
7. 45m. Above is an overhung wall left of a slabby ramp and barring access to the 
base of pitch 5 of Steeple. The layback crack of Steeple was climbed, then over a 
fierce bulge to reach a ledge 5m below Steeple corner). 
8. I 5m. Climb the corner with a serious start to reach a niche and awkward hanging 
belay. 
9. 30m. Two nuts for aid were used to start this pitch. It becomes extremely 
sustained and serious thereafter with a hard exit over a roof at the top. 
10. The sting in the tail as in summer. 
Note: This was the third attempt on the line. Pitches 1,2, 3,7, 8,9 were not climbed 
on previous attempts. Although we had an excellent knowledge of the cliff and the 
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route, most of these pitches proved to be very demanding in the dark. Climbed in 
excellent winter condition. Frozen turf was essential in order to do thi s route, and 
althoug h the top 30m were c limbed in thawing conditi ons (little snow), the turf 
rema ined frozen. No pegs were pl aced on the ascent, a lthough two were in situ on 
the layback p itch. The grade is uncertain ; it is certain ly no lower. 

HELL' S LUM CRAG, The Lower Slabs: 
Goofey - 45m VS 4c. A. Fyffe, M. Di ggins 7th August, 1999 . 
Start at the lowest point of the slab and climb a thin crack just right of a deeper, 
vegetated crack and leftofthe left fac ingcornerto the overl ap. S tep left into the nex t 
crack syste m and follow thi s eas il y to the headwall which is c limbed by the ri ght 
hand o f three cracks. 

Mars - 40m E l 5b. M . Diggins, A. Fyffe 7th August, 1999 . 
The thin crac k ri ght o f Piu to is ga ined over a steeper, bulging sec ti on (crux). Foll ow 
the thin cracks and fini sh up the green crack in the rib left o f the right facing corner 
of Pluto at the top. 
Note: Start same as Firestarter (SMCJ 1999). 

The Glasnost Slab: 
Anarchy - 45m HVS 5a. A. Fy ffe, M. Diggins 7th August, 1999. 
Pleasant climbing up the vague rib which defin es the left s ide of the slab. Start from 
the ledge and climb shallow grooves up and left to an easing. Move right into ashort 
left-facing corner and climb the wa ll above to gain a s lanting, left facing groove 
with a crack in its left wall. Climb the groove and continuati on faultto easy ground . 
Scrambl e left on rock ledges to a descent. 

The Frontal Face: 
Prince of Darkness, Variation: E2 5b** . 
A variation to pitch 2 to give more susta ined climbing . 
I . 25m 4a. Start as before and move to below an obvio us single crack splitting the 
slab. 
2. 45m 5b. Make a bold move to ga in the crack and clim b it (well protected). 
Continue to the red slab. 

Devils Advocate - 50m E4 6a*. 1. Lines, T. Hui Li. 23rd June, 1999. 
A sli ghtly contri ved line, but with superb climbing. Start at a thin vertical crack in 
a s lim g reen buttress about 4m to the right of Lion o f Judah. Climb the crack to a 
small footledge at 4 m. Step up and make a very thin move up and left to better holds. 
Place a runne r in the crack above, then step down and move right on to the s lab. 
Make aw kward moves up and s li ght ly left to below twin hairline cracks. Climb 
between these (marg inal RPs) to the top. 

What the Hell! - 145m E2/3. 1. Lines, P. Thorburn . 3 1 st Jul y, 1999. 
An eliminate trying to take hard ground between Kiw i G ull y and Escalato r. Start 
just right of K iw i Gully at a smooth slabby buttress. 
I. 45 m 6a. M ake a very thin start up the slab and continue on improving holds. 
Scramb le up to beneath the long overl ap at its right- hand e nd . 
2. 25m 6a/b. Clim b a thin crack through the overl ap just right of Beelzebub cracks 
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(Gb for the short), move up the slab to a break and continue up to beneath the next 
overl ap. 
3. 25 m 4b. Move up to the overlap, then left and cross it via a small right- facing 
notch . Climb a pink streak to the glac is. 
4. 50m Sa. Climb vague pink streaks on the right into the niche of Dev il s Alternative 
and fini sh up thi s route. 

Note: The unna med route in SMCJ 1999, pl25 is ca lled Dust Devil s. 

STAG ROCKS: 
Th e Troglodyte - 25m HVS Sa*' G. Latter. 13th July, 1999. 
C limbed in error for Quartz Digger's Cave Route. Start Gm down left of the cave 
(as per guidebook descripti on). Move up and climb a steep left-slanting ramp, then 
a groove leading to easier ground and the belay on the parent route. 

Albatross - 70m IV ,4. A. Fyffe, A. Cunningham, S. Blagbrough. January, 2000. 
The ramp below and right ofBambi and slanting up rightwards is quite wide . Climb 
the ramp and a steeper section at the top to gain the hi gher of two ledges and a fl ake 
belay overlooking the defined groove of Purge. Go diagonally right across Purge 
to fini sh up a steeper, shall ow fau lt leading to easy ground (as for Albino). 

Roamin ' Wall- 55m El. G. Latter, M. Fitzsimons. 24th Jul y, 1999. 
An attempt to c limb the centre of the tri angular wa ll at the head of Amphitheatre 
Gully (right of the corner pitch of Amphitheatre Wall ). Climbing on-sight, damp 
gritty rock forced a somewhat unsati sfactory deviation into the corner on the right. 
I. 30m 5c. Climb close to the centre of the slab past a number of horizontal breaks, 
until forced into the corner on the right (old PR) for a short way. Return left along 
an obv ious traverse line to finish up a steep jam crack. 
2. 25m 4b . Finish up the fine top pitch of Amphitheatre Wall. 

COIRE AN t-SNEACHDA, Mess of Pottage: 
Between The Three Decrees and Yukon Jack are two crack-lines. They will bank 
up. 
Sharks Fin Soup - 90m V,G . J. Preston , G . Eltle, I. Taylor. 10th December, 1999. 
The left-hand crack climbs up through a fin-like fl ake and its thin continuation for 
40m to j oin The Haston Line. 

The Despot - 90m V,7. G. Ettle, J. Preston. 19th November, 1999. 
The right-hand crack gains a short left-fac ing corner which is steep but amenable. 
Continue in the same line to finish up Yukon Jack. 

The Truncator - 85 m VI,7. M. Garthwaite, G. Ettle. 20th February, 2000. 
Start as for No Blue Skies. 
I. 20m. Move up the diagonal fault a few metres. Climb up a steep break in the 
overhangs above to slabs and a belay in the obvious groove. 
2. 25m. Follow the groove right into Melting Pot. Go up this for IOm. 
3. 20m. As for Trunkline . Break out ri ght on to the pillar and up blocky terrain to 
belay on The Message. 
4. 20m. Climb a crackline just right of The Message. 
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Aladdin's Buttress: 
The Celtic Edge - VII,7. K. Grindrod, J. Wiggins. 26th January, 2000. 
Based on the summer line of Edgewood, except finishing up Doctor Janis on the 
last pitch. The crux was pulling out from crack on to slab on pitch 2, with a second 
crux on the undercut slab on pitch 3 (a little helpful ice). 

COIRE AN LOCHAIN, No.l Buttress: 
Note: G. Ettle thought Ventricle VII,S . 

No. 4 Buttress: 
Puffer Extracl-70m V,6. N. Lowry, T. Woodhead. 13th December, 1999. 
Start up Deep Throat. 
1. 40m. Start up the initial wide groove of Deep Throat. Instead of moving into the 
crack of Deep Throat, climb straight up past a couple of small bulges into a corner 
capped by an obvious overhang. From this corner traverse left over a thin steep slab 
to join Puffer, at the 
point it moves 'though the overhang at a gap'. Belay Sm up the groove in a small 
snow bay several meters below the larger snow bay where Puffer and Deep Throat 
belay. 
2. 30m. Puffer now moves rightwards. Instead , take a direct line above through a 
steep corner. Continue up leftwards through easier ground. 

GLEANN EINICH, No. 3 Buttress: 
At the base of No. 3 Buttress is an obvious boiler-plate slab, usually with a water 
streak down its left and right sides. The slab can be gained by 15 minutes of steep 
heather from the head of the loch. 
Spooky Time - 60m E6 6a*. J. Lines, E. McTavish. 23rd August, 1999. 
A slab climb of some character with some gritty rock to earn the name; 60m rope 
necessary. Start on a ledge on the right beneath the blank slab. Climb a short slab 
to a finger rail. Move left along this to a vertical pink quartz seam. Climb up to a 
flake (poor Friend#i/2) . Step up on to the slab and smear until an easing in angle. 
Move up to a weird flake/pocket (good Friend#2 and others), then move up and 
diagonally left along a line of quartzy knobbles until an easing in angle. Pad directly 
up the easy-angled slab between water streaks to the top. 

NORTH EAST OUTCROPS 
Findon Ness (pl03): 
Siva - 20m E3 Sc. W. Moir, M. Levack. 23rd May, 1999. 
Start up Guru then go up to climb through a notch in the huge beak/roof. 

TiIly Tennant (mistakenly written as Castle Rock of Muchalls in the guide, 
pI40): 
Diedre Esoteria - 12m VS 4c. N. Ritchie, W. MaiL 29th January , 2000 
The corner right of the prow. 

Wild Is The Wind - ISm ES 6a. W. Moir. 29th January , 2000. 
The intermittent crack-line up the prow. 

Petries Hole (p 169): 
Blackballed - Sm E3 6a. W. Moir, P. Allan, N. Ritchie. 26th February, 2000. 
The undercut nose and line of flakes on black granite just above the sea. 
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The following were sent by M. Reed ; the relationship to Blackballed is unknown: 
Access is as per the guide (pI69). The crag forms a ridge running east to the sea and 
has separate little walls in its length. The biggest wall, close to the cave, is birded, 
but the smaller walls are not too bad. The routes were climbed on-sight and soloed. 

As you descend the slabs toward the sea, in a small hidden gully is a short east­
facing wall of poor, crumbly granite with an obvious black rectangular shaped right 
arete, capped by a slab, and possessing a strange-shaped rock feature: 
The Lonesome Lug - Srn H. Severe. M. Reed. 21st May, 1999. 

Blacklist - Srn Severe. 21 st May, 1999. 
Going east again, pass an open green gully (descent) and a black north-facing wall 
with a flake-crack. 

East of Blacklist is small slabby, south-east facing wall which can be traversed 
leftwards at V. Diff. to the south side of the crag. The next lines need a low-ish tide. 
Cold Shoulder- Srn Mild VS. M. Reed. 21st May, 1999. 
From the middle of the traverse, go straight up the centre of the scooped wall on 
perfect rock which becomes mossy near the top . Variation possible. 

The next routes start from the ledge below the south-facing wall, reached from the 
traverse. The old VS mentioned in the guide, is the big green central crack. Watch 
the tide' 
Coral Dew- Srn VS 4b*. M. Reed. 21st May, 1999. 
Climb up from the right end of the ledge, up a vague scoop, to a prominent small 
spike and a small ledge. Finish up the blunt rib. A bold wee number. 

Alienation - Srn E3 6a** 26th May, 1999. 
The cracked wall right of the VS. Climb the right-hand crack to pockets, then the 
left-hand crack boldly to the top. A wee cracker! The second ascent, by T. Rankin , 
confirmed E3. 

Humerous Hughie - Srn Mild VS*. M. Reed. 26th May, 1999. 
Start up the VS , move left along a diagonal break, and then climb the obvious green 
left-facing corner to the top. A fine wee climb. 

Solitude - IOm VS 5a*. M. Reed. 26th May, 1999. 
Start from the lower ledge, down and left of the VS (low tide.) Go up the black wall 
passing a small triangular niche, then up to a small flat-topped protruding block. 
Go up, then right to the highest point of the wall (or finish direct if no birds.) 

Dry Moss - IOm H. Severe. M. Reed. 1st July, 1999. 
The green mossy crack at the left end of the wall, straight up. Definitely no stars. 

Seals Cave (p 170): 
Tide and Time - 30m E6 6b. M. Reed, T. Rankin. 5th April , 1999. 
From a belay on the ledge of Crocodile, go left on to the big wall on gritty rounded 
holds. Follow a li ne up and left of the arete to cl imb a slim groove right of an obvious 
brown rock scar. From the top of the groove make a move up, then traverse left on 
gritty rock to a black horizontal break and good gear (2xFriend#O). The crux 
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follows, up via a small undercut to a shield-like flake, then up over Crocodile's 
ledges to the top. 

Velitand - 20m E4 6a. M. Reed, P. Benson. 20th February, 2000. 
Climb the hanging crack/groove above the small square roof in the big corner to the 
right of Crocodile's belay. Thi s was climbed in a bitter wind and required one rest 
to warm up frozen digits. 

The next routes are at the north end of Seals Caves, below the small hanging quarry. 
The only existing route mentioned in the guide is Piranha (p 172). 
Trilogy - 25m EISa. M. Reed (Top roped before solo). 13th March, 2000. 
Start from the mantel block below Piranha's crack. Step left on to the streaked wall , 
climb up the wall initially using the left arete, then the natural flake-line going right 
to rejoin Piranha at its fine top corner. 

Salmon Pink - 25m E2 5c. W. Moir, N. Morrison. 13th February, 2000. 
Start up Piranha then take the first shelf-line left. Climb the overhanging crack and 
hanging corner above. 

Salmon Chanted Evening - 25m E2 5b. W. Moir, N. Morrison. 13th February, 
2000. 
Take the second shelfleft out of Piranha and climb a crackjust right ofthe hanging 
corner of Salmon Pink. 

Heavens Hound - ISm H. Severe. M. Reed. 1st February, 1999. 
Right of Pirhana. Takes the line of least resistance up good rock right of Piranha, 
then coming back left to exit. It now has a more direct partner in: 

Clunk Clique (Every Trip) - 20m HVS 5b. M. Reed, E. Brown. 11 th March, 2000. 
This goes straight up (where Heavens Hound goes left) through the steep ground 
right of Piranha, using a prominent small flake that juts out perpendicular to the 
rock, on to a ledge, then up to agood spike common with Lung Shadow. Great gear. 

Lung Shadow- ISm HVS/EI Sa. M. Reed, N. Anderson. 24th March, 1999. 
Start from directly below the left end of the big roof and climb the grey-streaked 
wall to an obvious spikey jug. Pull round the roof on good holds in dark rock to a 
good spike. Finish easily. 

The big roof feature now sports two high-quality climbs: 
Teardrop - 20m E4 6a***. M. Reed, N. Anderson. 24th March, 1999. 
Climb easily up to a white-stained nose, pass it on the left and stand on it. Go right 
along the juggy rampline for a move or two, then go back left to the top of the first 
groove. Continue up the second groove to the top and a thread belay on the slab 
above. This route has now had three ascents and was originally recorded climbing 
the first groove direct at E4 6b. 

The Tyburn Jig - 20m E5 6b*** M. Reed, J. Duncan. 18th March, 2000 (three 
falls), 19th March (clean). 
This superb route climbs the very obvious hanging crack left of Teardrop on good 
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rock. Climb easily up to the crack, climb it to areston Teardrop, then go left to break 
through the lip of the roof using some quartz holds just underneath. The exit on to 
the slab had to be brushed, and the entry into the crack was tried on the abb rope. 
Note: Initially thought soft E6. 

Berry's Loup (p 146): 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun - 10m HVS Sb. W. Moir, P. Allan, N. Ritchie. 20th 
February, 2000. 
The recess and jam-crack through the overhang left of Cyndi Louper. 

Descend a chimney below the previous route to reach the next three routes: 
The Issue - lOm El. 
A remarkable wee roof-crack, a desperate free-climbing challenge. 

Avoiding The Issue - lOm El Sa. W. Moir, N. Morrison. 13th February, 2000. 
The wall right of the overhang via a flange. 

Tender Cleft- 12m. Diff. W. Moir. 11th March, 2000. 
The first crack reached on the slabby east face, around the corner from the previous 
climb. 

Silkies Cliff (p147): 
Silkworm - 12m HVS Sa. W. Moir, R. Hewitt, N. Ritchie. 11th March, 2000. 
The groove in the arete right of Silk Cut. 

Wireless Wall- 14m E3 6a. W. Moir, R. Hewitt. 11th march, 2000. 
The left-slanting crack, slab and quartz overhang left of Wire-Nest Corner. 

Last Tangle In Partick - 14m El Sb. N. Ritchie, C. Munro. 11th March, 2000. 
The slim hanging corner left of Wireless Wall followed by a steep crack through 
the headwall. 

Holy Willie 's Prayer- 12m VS Sa. N. Ritchie, W. MoiL 12th February, 2000. 
The undercut corner just right of Hell ' s Hole. 

Heavenly Pursuits - 12m E2 Sb. W. Moir, N. Ritchie. 12th February, 2000. 
Another undercut corner with two overhangs lies Sm right. Climb it direct. 

Note: M. Reed notes that he managed to get to a small island, only just off the 
mainland, between Murdoch Head and Longhaven. Access is down the steep 
grassy slopes opposite, then ajump on to the island at low tide. The main feature 
of interest to the adventurous climber is the gorgeous 8m gently overhanging east 
wall of perfect pink granite. The base can be traversed at Sa, and the face has a line 
of flakes up the left centre which went on-sight solo at Sc, with the added bonus 
of deep water under its base, called Treasure Island. Just to its left is a very short 
and steep groove with a finger crack (6a). Also climbed were three other lines, the 
grooved right arete at VS, a short cracked wall behind and right at HVS Sa, and it' s 
right arete at H. Severe. The west side is only of interest to birdwatchers (30th July, 
1999). 
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MORA Y AREA, COVESEA, Boulders Bay (p 250): 
Family Affair - 12m E2 5b. J. & B. Hall. 26th March , 1999 . 
Start directly below the hanging arete between Past Imperfect and Sleepy Hollow. 
Climb up to a first thread and sw ing left on to the front face. Move diagonally le ft , 
then back ri ght to go straight up the hang ing arete. T hree threads in place. 

Stre~s Relief- 12m E2 5c. J. Hall , B. Woodward. 7th May, 1999. 
The wa lll eftofthe Orphan Anniearete gives a bold route with two variations which 
touch at the key peg runner. 
Left Variatiol1 - Bolder. Start up the centre of the wall (o r more easily up the corner 
at its le ft edge) , then move right to a ledge next to the arete (peg). Step left (crux) 
and c limb up past the right side of a big flake on the wall. 
Right Va riation-Climb the wall just leftofthearete with occasional handholds and 
runners on the are te. 

CUMMINGSTON, Prophet Walls (p 237): 
Africa - ISm E4 6a* . C. Hornsby. 1999. 
An aes thetic , but escapable route, c limbing the front face of the nose. Boulder up 
the centre of the wall below the geographical feature' Africa '. Place protection in 
the left -faci ng corner of The Prophet and c l i mb boldly up to gai n a standi ng posi lion 
below the final head wall (crux). Further protection may be placed in the Prophet 
crack before fini shing. 

The Arch Wall (p 243): 
Archibold - IOm E4 6a. C. Hornsby. 1999. 
Climb Bullworker to the overhang and place protection. Hand traverse hard le ft 2m 
placing small Friends in the overhang lip. Move up and left using a shallow scoop. 
Make difficult and bold moves leftwards (avoid going straight up) to gain the centre 
of the arch and finish directly up. 

HIGHLAND OUTCROPS 

LOCH LINNHE, Stac an Eich (pI22): 
R. Everett notes that Let Sleeping Dogs Lie is E5 6b. 

GLENFINNAN AREA, Boathouse Crag (Highland Outcrops p 141): 
Hyperlensiol1- ISm HVS 5a**. S. Kennedy, C. Grindley . 18th August, 1999. 
The obvious crack-line to the left of Very Gnei ss Wall. Start up a short corner 
before moving left below a bul ge. Surmount the bul ge and climb the crackline 
directly to the top. 

Anlidole- ISm E l 5* A. Hart, C. Grindley, D. Hood, S. Kennedy. 27th May, 1999 
Climbs the slabby wall le ft of Hypertension. Move diagonally up leftwards to a 
heather ledge. Make awkward moves up then le ft until c lose to the left edge. Fini sh 
up a shallow crack in the upper wa ll. Sustained. 

Sedalive - ISm HVS 4c*' S . Kennedy , C. Grindl ey. July, 1998. 
Fo llows the vague vertical fa ult line starting a couple of metres ri ght of Very G neiss 
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Wall. C limb to the hori zontal break at mid he ight. Step ri ght, then climb directly 
to the top. Sparse ly protected in the lower section. 

MALLAIG CRAGS, Carn Mhic a'Ghille-Chaim: 
The first major buttress to the ri ght of the Central Pill ar is split in two by a deep 
corner. The left half contain s a prominent wide S-crack. The next three routes are 
on this buttress, and share a common be lay point (ri ckety tree and 2'/2 Friend). All 
the routes dry very quickly. 

Gael Warning -35m VS 4c. M. Harris , D . & M. Ball ance. 25th September, 1999. 
The wall left of the S-crack contains a thinner, snaking crack in its upper half. Start 
below thi s at a sha ll ow, gardened groove line. Go up the groove to a heather ledge 
and small spike. Move left for a few fee t, then straight up a thin crack, moving left 
to join the snaking crack at an obvious quartz patch . Go up the crack to its end where 
the angle eases, then move ri ght around the corner to the tree. The climbing and wire 
pro tection are both excellent. 

Tinky Win.i.'Y 's Chalkbag - 35m Severe. D. & M. Ballance, M.Harris. 25th 
September, 1999. 
Climb the deep corner, mainly on the ri ght wa ll , on good clean rock. A few loose 
bl ocks in the corner are eas il y avoided . 

Senile Dementia - 25m E2 5c. M. Harri s, D. Ballance. 9th May, 1999 . 
Takes a steep line up the bul ging ri ght-hand sect ion of the buttress, starting just left 
of the descent gull y at an easy ri ght-leaning ramp. Start up the ramp, then climb a 
strenuous overhang ing crack to a good ho ld on the obvious block (which is solid). 
Make an awkward move to stand up, then continue up easing cracks to the tree 
be lay . (Climbed in the ra in on the leader' s 40th birthday). 

The next two routes are on the rightmost buttress of the crag. Thi s has a large slab 
on its left fl ank, which is bounded on the ri ght by a striking leaning arete . 
The Noo-Noo - 35m VS 4c. D. Ballance, M. Harri s. 23 rd August, 1998 . 
This takes the left - leaning crack in the large slab. Start just left of the toe of the 
buttress and c limb di rectly up slabs (keeping right of heather) to a ledge and 
detached bl ock. Now move left into the crack and fo ll ow this, fini shing direct at the 
top. 

The Judgment - 35 m E l Sa. M . Harri s, D . Ballance. 9th May, 1999. 
Climbs the leaning arete. Techni call y very straightforward but exposed, with 
spaced protection. Start as fo r The Noo-Noo to the ledge and detached block. Climb 
straight up pasta hole (good hex poss ible) to a small overl ap. From here, move right 
to the edge and fo llow thi s to a jug in a wide crack. Finish easily in a f ine position. 
(Benj amin Franklin: ' . . .. at fo rty, the judgment. .. ') 

Cnoc a'Bhac Fhalaichte (Tarbet Crag, MR 795 920): 
Thi s crag faces SW at low altitude and dri es extremely quickly. Unfortunately, it 
lies s ix miles from the road end at Bracorina, and is reached by a pleasant track 
along the north shore of Loch Morar. The arduousness of the approach would be 
greatly miti ga ted by use of the schedul ed boat servi ce to Tarbet from Mallaig, or 
by canoe via Loch Moral'. 
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The left side of the crag consists of very steep walls broken by ledges, and has 
several mysterious metal (belay?) stakes on top. The right side of the crag consists 
of an impressive shield ofrock. The following route takes a fine line up this shield: 
a long, slim corner line facing right, and leaning to the right. This is well seen from 
the cairn at the top of the low pass between Tarbet and Sword land. From the cairn, 
walk up to a gear-up spot below the far right-hand end of the cliff. The descent is 
straightforward, down the gully to the right of the cliff. 
Music, MovementandMime-SOmE3 Sc. M. Harris, D. Ballance. 24th May, 1999. 
I . ISm. Walk left a few metres from the gear-up spot, then jungle-bash up to belay 
at the highest trees. 
2. 3Sm Sc . Move up easily atfirst, then left on to a huge detached block. Go up steep 
cracks above (passing a small tree) to a niche. Stand on a large flake on the right, 
then move boldly up and right (crux) to gain the continuation of the crack-line 
which is laybacked to a resting place. Continue up the shallow right-leaning corner 
line to the top. 

Ardnish Peninsula, Paradise Walls (MR 719 806): 
One route has been led on the slabby far right walls above the Paradise Walls: 
The Cure for a Forty Footer - 30m. Diff. S. Culpan, J. Watson. 2nd April , 1999. 
Follow a diagonal orange crack on an obvious clean ramp. 

Lizard Crag: 
This immaculate little crag is situated right by the idyllic beach at MR 700 806. 
The Lizard - 2Sm HVS Sa** J. Watson, S. Cui pin. 2nd April, 1999. 
Climb the steep groove at the bottom tu gain a slab where technical moves leau up 
the headwal1. Finish up and left along a flying arete. 

The Snake - 20m E3 Sc*' J. Watson (unsec.) . 2nd April , 1999. 
Five metres left of the previous route a steep corner gains a difficult break which 
leads right on to the slab of the previous route. Finish as for The Lizard. 

Glac Ruadh: 
The following routes are located on a large area of slab overlooking the gorge 
known as GlacRuadh, immediately behind (north of) the hill containing the Gleann 
Mama slabs (see SMCJ 1998). MR 737 848. To reach the gorge it is best to cut over 
the side of the hill just before Gleann Mama farmhouse. 
Mindstorm - 4Sm VS 4c*' S. Kennedy, C. Grindley, D. Hood. 30th May, 1999. 
Takes a fairly central line up the slab starting close to the lowest rocks. Climb an 
easy initial slab to a short corner. Move up the corner and break out left. Climb 
directly up slabs to finish. 

Whiz Kid-40m. Mild Severe*. D. Hood,C. Grindley, S. Kennedy. 30th May, 1999. 
Climb the corner line to the right of Mindstorm via some short steps. 

ARISAIG, Sidhean Mor: 
The hill is at 600m above Loch nan Uamh near Arisaig (MR 728 867) . Approach 
up Borrowdale Burn path to top of a gorge and flat area with overgrown ruined 
crofts. Take the right-hand branch of the river up Coire an Eas Bhain and follow it 
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to the first of two small lochans at which point the 30m dome-shaped crag comes 
into sight at the top of Sidhean Mar. It is made of good clean schist and would 
probably dry quickly after rain. 

Brae Fahrt - 20m. H. Severe 4b. D. Collier, J. Hartley. 30th July, 1999. 
Starts at the lower end of the north-facing wall of the crag. Ascend a leftwards­
slanting ramp using a corner crack on the right up to an area of loose blocks. 
Negotiate them to step right on to a slab and wide crack rising to the right. Finish 
easily. 

Fairy Tricky - ISm HVS Sb* D. Collier (unsec.) . 30th July, 1999. 
Start at the upper end of the north-facing wall of the crag up a zig-zag crack. Start 
vertically up to a rightwards hand traverse leading to a vertical crack and easy to 
the top. The crack now turns out to be a detached flake. 

Onefor Ewan - 2Sm Mild VS 4b*. J. Hartley, D. Collier. 30th July, 1999. 
The obvious curving crackline to the rightofthe west-facing slab which gives a fine 
route on solid rock (larger gear useful). 

Note: There are other reasonable-looking routes to be climbed here, especially on 
the west-facing slab. 

DUNTELCHAIG, Seventy Foot Wall: 
Save the Tree - ISm E3 6b. 1. Taylor (unsec.). II th August, 1996. 
Climb the hanging groove in the nose right of Slings, then finish up a thin crack. 
Side runners placed in Slings. 

HUNTL Y'S CA YE: 
Sunfish - E4 6a**. J. Watson (unsec.). 4th April, 1999. 
An exciting line up the fish-faced nose left of Cave Route and right of Huntly's 
Wall , finishing up the latter route. Climb the difficult Alternative Start to Cave 
Route to below the big prow, where gear can be placed in abundance. Launch boldly 
up and left, using the 'eye' of the fish as the crucial hold, to gain ledges and a well­
earned breather. Exposed. 

CREAGDUBH: 
Snoopy, Variation - 12m HVS 5b. 1. P. Dyble, S .N. Riain. 22nd August, 1999. 
A variation to Snoopy pitch 2, climbing direct the aJ'ete which is left of the second 
half of the pitch. The previous guide places Snoopy right of Rib Direct while the 
current guide has Snoopy 'left of Rib Direct' , but this seems to be a mistake. 

LAGGAN, Creagan Soilleir, Pine Tree Crag: 
Approximately SOm right and slightly lower than the main crag is an attractive steep 
wall of pinkish rock crossed by two left-trending diagonal veins of quartz. Dries 
very quickly. 

Frank Fish - IOm E2 Sc. D. Green, S. Richardson. 27th September, 1999. 
The shallow left-trending depression in the centre of the wall. Start Im left of the 
right edge. 
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Heather the Weather - IOm HVS Sa. S. Richardson, D. Green. 27th September, 
1999. 
The prominent flake-crack on the right side of the wall. Finish over the final bulge 
on good holds. 

BINNEIN SHUAS, The Fortress: 
Xanadu - 25m El 5b. S. Richardson, T. Wh itaker. 12th September, 1999. 
Up and left of Cube Wall is a steep wall wi th a cracked left edge taken by an 
unnamed Hard Severe mentioned in the Highland Outcrops guidebook. This route 
takes a right-curving line right of the arete and finishes up a short wide crack in the 
centre of the wall. Start 5m right of the left edge and climb a thin crack to a ledge 
on the arete. Move up and right across tw in cracks, step right into a small rounded 
niche and gain the short wide crack above which leads to the top just right of a huge 
perched block. 

DUNKELD, Upper Cave Crag: 
Note: R. Everett notes that Marlina (p296) is probably 7c, based on his ascents of 
other 7c routes. Also, it should probably be spelled Marlena. 

GLEN OGLE, Sunnyside: 
Happy Campus - 6c. R. Anderson. April , 1999. 
The roof between Let it All Hang Out and Hang On. 

Bournville: 
J. Horrocks notes that Voodoo Ray (p335) climbed without use of the arete is 6c 
(rather than 7a) - about the same as using the arete l Using the arete is rather 
precarious, and going up the wall direct is rather blind. 

ABERFELDY, Weem, Weem Rock: 
Bark Backerache - 6b. R. & C.Anderson. May, 1999. 
Route at extreme right end of crag, just right of Crowing at the Enemy. 
Lighten-up - 6a. R. & C.Anderson . May , 1999. 
The edge just left of Crowing at the Enemy 

Notes from SMCJ 1999, p141 (J, Horrocks): 
1. The line taken by Blinded by the Night had previously been climbed without the 
bolts at VS/HVS and finished at the bolt lower-off of one of the routes to the right. 
The bolts have now been removed (but not the lower-off). 
2. Ghost Trail perhaps 6b+ rather than 6c. 
3. Dazed and Confused 6a is rather badly bolted at present. 
4 . Kinmont Times finishing direct is 6b/6b+. 
5 . Loose Living - FA G. Ridge, not team Anderson! 
6. Clutching At Straws is more like 7a. 

GLEN LEDNOCK, Creag na h-Iolaire: 
R. Everett notes that Black September (p3 16) is E3 6a, never E4. 
Rumour has it that the new crags on the other side are poor; definitely not worth the 
given stars, in the independent opinions of two teams. 
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BEN NEVIS, AONACHS, CREAG MEAGHAIDH 

BEN NEVIS, Observatory Buttress: 
Saturday Rib - 150m IIT. S. Richardson, R. Clothie r. 3rd April , 1999. 
The rib left of Good Friday Climb. 
I. SOm . Start at the foot of Good Friday Climb and climb mixed ground to gain a 
snow slope. Climb thi s to a mi xed arete left of Good Friday Climb, Le ft-Hand 
Finish and move up to the foot of a steep buttress . 
2 and 3. lOOm Climb the buttress and fini sh up the crest of the buttress to the top. 

Indicator Wall : 
Soft fce Shujj7e - 120m IV,4. S. Richardson, R. C lothier. 3rd April , 1999. 
The short buttress just left of Indicator Wall. Start 20m up Good Friday Climb 
where a ledge leads ri ght onto the crest of the buttress. 
I. 30m. Climb an icy groove up and ri ght to acave. Ex it left by a short wall and c limb 
mi xed ground to a stance on the left. 
2 . SOm. Step back right into an icy groove and climb thi s to the top of the buttress . 
Climb ice then snow to the ex it gulli es of Indicator Wall . 
3. 40m. Take the left of the three gulli es to the top. 

Pinnacle Buttress of the Tower: 
Smoo1h Operaror - 2 10m Vr,7. S. Ri chardson, C. Cartwri ght. 26th March , 2000. 
A good sustained mi xed climb close to the crest of Pinnacle Buttress between 
Stringfellow and Butterfingers. Start below the initial gully of Stringfellow. 
I . SOm. Climb the gully for 3m them move right on to the buttress and climb a right­
slanting slot to reach the crest. Continue up steep mi xed ground to reach the terrace. 
Move ri ght and be lay be low the ri ght-trending shallow gull y of Butte rfingers. 
2 . 30m. Climb the steep right-fac ing corner left of Butterfingers and continue up 
the left- slanting gull y above to the cave stance. 
3. 30m. Exit the cave on the ri ght then step back left onto the steep wall above. 
C limb a vertical right- fac ing corner and squeeze up the continuation chimney to a 
good stance just right o f the crest of the buttress. 
4 . I Om. Climb the awkward wall behind the stance to reach the good platform at 
the top of Butterfingers pitch 3. 
5 . 20m. Move right around the edge (as fo r Butterfingers) then climb straight up the 
left-facing corner above which leads to the platfo rm of broken bl ocks on the crest 
of the buttress. Juncti on with Stringfell ow. 
6 . 20m. Move up a short left- fac ing corner and climb the centre of the headwall to 
reach the summit of Pinnac le Buttress. 
7. SOm. Continue along the ridge to the foot of the Great Tower on Tower Ridge. 

Garadh na Ciste: 
Raeburn 's 110 1 so Easy - 285m rn,4 . K. Bell , D. Thompson. 13th March, 2000. 
I. 40m. The original first pitch o f Raeburn ' s Easy Route. 
2. 45m. Go up the snow slope s lightly right to an iced slab. 
3. 45m. Climb up the ri ght-hand edge o f the iced slab and cross a snow slope to a 
small rock outcrop. 
4 . 30m. Go straight up the snow slope to a cave at the ri ght-hand side of a rock band . 
5. 40m. T raverse right fo r 10m and ascend a bul ging iced chimney-corner. 

Ferglls MaeCalllll1l 0 11 the first \Villler aseellt of 'Clo1l8h 's Cleft ' V.6, Blavel1, Skye. Photo: David Ritehie. 
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6. 40m. Make a rising traver e right around a corner to rocks below an icefall. 
7. 45m. Cl imb on good ice for25m, then fini sh up a steep snow slope to the corn ice 
plateau. 

Creag Coire na Ciste: 
The Cift - II0m Ill. A. Ferguson , C. Sutcliffe. 11th March, 2000. 
The route lies between North Gully and Four Pl ay. Start at the base of North Gully. 
Take the ice smear on its (true) left wall up on to the buttress. After about 35 m the 
crest of the buttress is reached and a further 10m of easy gro und leads to a rocky 
outcrop. The route then proceeds along the top of the buttress to the snow fan and 
plateau. 

Jubilee Buttress: 
Mortol1 's Neuroma - 170m V,5. N. Gregory, C. Foubister. 10th February, 2000. 
To the ri ght of Central Gully (on the Trident Buttress) between it and Jubilation is 
a small buttress . There is steep icefall at the toe of the buttress. 
I. 50m. Cl imb the steep ice fall at the toe of the buttress for 6m to eas ier ground and 
a peg placement on the right wall. Follow a rising left traverse to a second steep ice 
fall; follow this (exposed) to a shallow gully and a poor belay on the right at its top. 
2. 60m. Climb up and right to the main snow apron via short icy steps. 
3. 60m. Continue direct to j oin Central Gully coming in from the left where the 
snow apron narrows. 

Carn Dearg: 
Note: B . Poll and A. Teasdale c limbed the las t pitch of Bewildabeast at VI ,6 as a 
direct finish to Gemini on 13th March 1999 (thinking it was new). 

Wray 's Wrib - 120m Ill. S. PowelI, J. Wray. February, 1994. 
From the top of the first pitch of Waterfall Gully. Step ri gh t and follow an ice-filled 
groove up and ri ght to a snowy rib which forms the right-hand side of the middl e 
section of Waterfall Gully. Follow thi s rib to a sma ll buttress, cl imbing thi s by a 
crackline right of centre into a snowy saddle. Climb the groove beyond to re-join 
Waterfall Gully after it exits rightward s in to the basi n. 

North Wall of Carn Dearg: 
Macphee's Route - 165 m V,6. C. Cartwright, S. Ri chardson. 12th February, 2000. 
An interest ing and unusual route fo llow ing the SLImmer route in its entirety. 
The climb takes a rising traverse across the North Wall of Ca rn Dearg and is 
recommended in wild weather or conditions of deep snow. Start by following a 
shelf 50m right of Staircase C limb to reach a vegetated groove on the left edge of 
the North Wall. 
I. 40m. Climb the groove and ensuing chimney to a belay on Broad Terrace. 
2. 25m. From the left end of the terrace climb a narrow vegetated groove 
(Mac phee's ' broken crack ' ) and ex it ri ght on a slab to reach the left end of Flake 
Terrace. 
3. 40m. Traverse the terrace rightwards to a stance at the top of a downward step. 
4. 20m. Slither down a chimney, then negotiate the Crevasse by climbing down into 
it and moving along its base. Belay on a huge block at its e nd above a narrow 
chimney. 

Dore Green 01/ 'Pallfagruel' £D2, East fa ce of the Petil Jorasses. Photo: Si11lufI I?ic/wrc/soll. 
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5. 40m. Climb down the chimney and traverse right to a prominent block to the left 
of The Shroud. From here a 25m abseil leads to easy ground at the foot o f Cousin 's 
Buttress. 

Raeburn 's Buttress: 
The Crack - 360m VIII ,8. C. Cartwright, S. Richardson. 13th February, 2000. 
A major undertaking and compelling winter line. Very sustained and strenuous. 
Due to the steepness of the lower secti on, very snowy conditions are required for 
the route to be in acceptabl e winter conditi on. The winter route differed sli ghtl y 
from the summer line, so a full description fo ll ows below. Start by scrambling up 
mi xed ground to a bl ock be lay at the foo t of steep slabs which guard access to the 
crack soaring above. 
I. 25 m. Step left and climb a short verti cal wa ll to gain a vegetated slab. Move up 
and ri ght and pull over a series of overhanging steps to reach a block belay j ust ri ght 
of the crack. 
2. ISm. Climb the overhanging chimney-crack to a stance on the right. 
3. 25m. Move back left to the crack and climb it over a bul ge (two rests taken). 
Continue up the crack to a good platform on the left. 
4 . 20m . The crack bulges above. Step down and right to a ledge, move along thi s 
for 3m, and c limb a seri es o f overhanging wall s to where the angle abruptly eases . 
Thi s is the va ri at ion climbed by Robin Smith in 1956. 
5 to 7. 125 m. Continue up the crest of Raeburn ' s Buttress for three pitches . The 
angle steepens as the buttress narrows, and the final bl ade of rock was passed on 
the left by a vegetated groove above Intermediate Gully . 
8 to 11. 150m. An exit can be made from the top of Raeburn ' s Buttress by moving 
in to the snow bowl left of South Castle Gull y, but thi s li kely to be avalanche-prone 
if there is suffic ient snow fo r The Crack to be in condition. Instead, trend up and 
left up the ri ght side of the upper secti on o fB a ird 's Buttress via open snow grooves 
to reach easy angled snow slopes leading to the summi t of Carn Dearg . 

The Castle: 
The Castle Direct - 90mIV,4. S. Powell , J. Wray. February, 1994. 
In the upper reaches of the Castle, the norma l line fo ll ows a gully just left of centre 
then ex its ri ght. The line of the Direct takes a straight I ine up steep ground some 25m 
to the right of that gully, ex iting directly at the normal fini sh poin t of the Castle. 

AONACH MOR, Coire an Lochain: 
Proposal - 70m V,6. M. Pescod, T . Barton. 6th February, 1999. 
Start below a crack on the left side of the buttress containing Stirling Moss, some 
5m up and le ft of that route. 
I. 35m. Climb toa ledge atthe baseof the crack and climb it steeply to a large ledge. 
2. 35m. Step ri gh t and climb the crest of the buttress to fini sh eas ily. 

Note: A. Kimber notes that S iamese Twin (SMCJ 1998, p648) has been climbed 
before on numerous occas ions as a vari ant to the normal line on Left Twin which 
is onl y 2m to its left. The line has been recorded as such in his guidebook (p 138) . 

Back Street Boogie - 70m VI,6. M. Pescod, F. MacCallum. 20th December, 1999 . 
On a small buttress behind the Prow, i.e. farther left (or farther away fro m Easy 
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Gull y) . To get to the base of the buttress go around the Prow and up a short gull y. 
The buttress is set up and back a short way. The climb itself goes straight up the front 
of the buttress which is onl y about Sm wide. 
I . 30m . C limb up ice s lightl y le ftwards to a bul ge that leads to an ice slab. Gain a 
ri ght-fac ing corner and climb it (mixed) to the top of a pill ar. 
2. 40m. Climb the steep wall above on turfy cracks (strenuous), continue to a snow 
crest that leads to the summit. 

Note: The line of Smoking the White Ow l was first c limbed in the winte r of 1984 
by R. and F. Kincaid. S. Powell (who sends thi s note), then so loed it the following 
winter. 

AONACH BEAG, North Face: 
Aquaphobia - 12Sm VI,6 . A. Cave, K. Coo l. M arch, 1999. 
Essenti a ll y , thi s climbs the slim ice pill ar right of Stand and Deli ver. 
I. 3Sm. Climb up to the base of the pill ar. 
2 . 40m. Climb the pill ar steepl y and then make awkward moves up on rock and out 
left on to ice to fini sh just right of Stand and Deli ve r. (A good fini sh would be to 
go straight up the crack above, however during the I st ascent there was a major thaw 
happe ning so we stayed on the ice) . 
3. SOm. More easily to the top. 

Excalibur - 260m VI ,6. C. Cartwright, S. Richardson. 27th January , 2000. 
A good direct ice line up the unc limbed buttress between Royal Pardon and Camilla 
taking in the previously 'untrodden snowfie ld ' in the centre o f the buttress. Start 
10m left of Camilla just left of a blunt rock rib. 
1. SOm. Climb left of the rib to reach a steep ice wall which leads to easier ground 
above the rib. 
2 . 30m. Co ntinue up ice to be lay below a steep slot which slices through the barrier 
wall below the ' untrodden snowfi eld ' . 
3. 20m. Climb the slot and be lay at the foot o f the snow fie ld . 
4. 40m. Climb the ' untrodden snowfi eld ' and be lay be low a vertical left-facing 
corner which cuts through the buttress at the top right side of the snowfie ld. 
5. SOm. Climb the corner and continue up steep ice to the crest o f the buttress. 
6 and 7. 70m. Fin ish up snow slopes to the top. 

Mean Streak - 2S0m VII,6. M. Hind, R. Webb. February, 2000. 
Climbs the thin ice streak left of Royal Pardon. Start by the foot of Kings Ransom. 
1. 20m. Climb up and right to a prominent spike. 
2. 3Sm . On the right skyline, on the are te overlooking Royal Pardon, is an even 
more prominent spike at the foot of a thin ice streak. Climb to thi s. 
3. SOm. C limb the streak and easier, but not tri vial , ground above to a fl ake . 
4. 30m. Move right and climb an awkward ice bul ge to join Royal Pardon. 
5 etc. I ISm. Continue up Roya l Pardon . 

The White Queen - 300m H. B. Davi son. 6th April , 2000. 
Start Lip a s labby buttress left of the start of Queen's View (SMCJ 1995) initial 
runne l/chimney to reach the snow bas in . From here the route takes the ridge right 
of Queen's View, starting close to where its gull y narrows. Fo llow a fault up right 
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on to the crest of the ridge and stick to it as c lose as possible. A snow slope leads 
to a second buttress on the ridge . From a block at its base fo ll ow a right to left turfy 
ramp and easy rocks to snow. Bypass the final rock buttress on its right and f ini sh 
on snow ri ght of the summit. 

Th e Black Prince - 300m I!. A . Nisbet. 6th April , 2000. 
After the same start up the slabby buttress into the snow basin , take the easiest line 
up a broad ridge to fini sh up snow leading to the final fe w metres of the NE Ridge. 

Note: Starting up the shall ow snow gully le ft of these routes to reach the snow 
bas in , then traversing right to fini sh up the wide snow coul oir which forms in ' the 
easy ground ' le ft o f King's Ransom looks like a pleasant and easy Grade [I (there 
were footsteps in it). 

MEALL GARBH: 
MoolIStone - 16S m VII ,? C. Can wri ght , S. Ri chardson. 19th December, 1999. 
A good and varied mi xed route taking a direct line up the steepest part of the crag 
j ust left of Central G ully . Sta rt be low the left branch of Central Gully directl y below 
a prominent 20m hi gh diamond-shaped shield of rock at one-third he ight on the 
crag. 
I. 40m. Climb a di scontinuous turf break th rough the slabby wall to belay below 
the di amond . 
2. 20m. Clim b a steep corner on the let s ide of the di amond, and continue up the 
groove whi ch fo rms the diamond ' s upper left side. 
3. ISm. C limb leftwards up an icy scoop and move across snow to belay on a large 
block as for Inc lination. 
4 . 20m. Climb the turfy scoop as for Inspira tion to be lay on a ledge be low a diagonal 
crack with two old pegs. 
S. ISm. Step down and right and climb the vertica l wall on the ri ght using well 
spaced turf. To a stance under a roof. 
6. ISm. Move right under the roof and climb a thin hang ing ice smear to eas ier 
ground. 
7. 60m. Snow s lopes lead to the cornice. 

CREAG MEAGHAIDH, The Post Face: 
Moon ligh t Fright - 29Sm V.6. N. Lowry, T. Woodhead. 22nd January, 2000. 
Start Sm right of South Pilla r. 
I. 2Sm. Climb the obvious corner/fault line, moving through a bul ge at 20m. 
2 . 30m. Continue up the corner, stepping ri ght beneath a wall. C limb out to snow 
slopes. 
3. 4S m. Climb mi xed ground near the ri ght side of the main face. pass ing over Pos t 
Horn Gallop, to the foot of a narrow ri ght-s lanting snow ramp. 
4. 3Sm. Move up the snow ramp and round the right edge of the main face to steep 
snow overlooking South Pos t Direct. 
S. 30m. Make moves back left on to the face of the buttress and continue up ri ght 
alongside a snow crest overl ooking the to p bow l o f South Pos t Direc t. 
6. 20m. Climb into the left side o f the upper bowl of South Post Direct to below the 
right face of the top tower. 
7 . 30m. Move back d iagonall y left over steep snow slopes to cru x moves round the 
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arete of the top tower. A small chimney leads to easy ground on top of the tower. 
8. 80m. Continue up easy ground to the plateau. 

Great Buttress: 
Born Slippy - 33Sm VII,6. A. Clarke, N. Kekus. 23rd January, 2000. 
A good icy mixed climb, starting at a curving right-facing corner, just left of the 
right edge of Great Buttress and following the corner to a steep barrier wall, the 
same wall breached by the crux second pitch of Postman Pat farther right. The 
mixed wall leads to ice smears and a rising traverse to join the top of pitch 3 of 
Postman, finishing up this. Follow the corner (thin ice present) to an awkward exit 
onto a shelf, below the steep barrier wall (60m). Slightly on the right is a snow-filled 
groove, capped by a small overhang. Climb this and the ensuing ice smear to belay 
at some loose blocks (4Sm, crux) . Continue up icy grooves above (40m). Make a 
diagonal rising traverse rightwards to belay at the top of pitch 3 of Postman Pat 
(30m). Finish as for the Postman (160m). 

Note: P. Thorburn and D. McGimpsey climbed Postman Pat via a direct icicle 
which had formed down the start to pitch 2 (i.e. avoiding the left traverse). Grade 
VI,6 overall. 

BEN ALDER, Garbh Coire Beag: 
Culra Couloir - 300m Ill. C. Cartwright, S. Richardson. 6th February, 2000. 
The prominent wide left-slanting gully on the left side of the Alderwand face gives 
a fine mountaineering route. An ice pitch at 200m leads to the upper slopes and 
cornice which is best tackled via the snow ridge up and left. 

GLENCOE 

BUACHAILLE ETIVE MOR, Lagangarbh Buttress: 
To Kill a Mockingbird - SSm E2 Sc. A. Nelson, T. Blackmore. 24th May, 1998. 
Left of Blotch Buttress is a higher black-streaked wall with a roof at the end. This 
route climbs the smooth red wall right ofthe roof. Start at a cluster of square blocks 
below a thin crack. Climb the steep wall above, then directly up to a grass ledge 
(4Sm). Climb the crack in the wall above (I Om). 

The Dial- 90m Ill/IV . A. Nelson , D .Gunn. 16th February, 2000. 
A winter ascent of the summer route. 

Lagangarbh Corrie (Coire na Tulaich): 
High on the NW-facing side of Lagangarbh Corrie at the foot of the steepest part 
of the descent route is a prominent icy wall. There are two obvious ice lines on either 
side of the waiL This route follows the rightmost one. 
Sliver- 80m IIIIIV. D. Gunn, A .Nelson. 31st December, 1999. 
Start behind a wall formed by a rocky island with easy snow on each side. Climb 
the ice steeply to a belay at SOm, then finish more easily to the summit ridge. 

Four Feather Falls - 120m ITI/IV. C. White, P. Harrop. 27th January 1999. 
High on the west side of the coire, left of the buttress with the obvious curving 
chimney, a four-fingered icefall forms (the chimney is a Creag Dubh summer route 
called Nae Sae Bad, published in the Lomond rock interim guide produced in 
1985). Start directly below the fall in a snow bay. A lOm runnel leads to grooves 
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followed to the foot of the main icefall (90m). Climb the right-hand ice fall to finish 
just short of the ridge. The right-hand fall was the on ly one fully formed that 
particular day. Good short day or poor weather alternative. 

The Spate - lOOm rV ,6**. P. Moores, A. Nelson. 13th February, 1999. 
A left-slanting chimney line, icy to start then more mixed, leading to a chockstone 
at 4Sm. Surmount the chockstone followed by a step left to gain access to an upper 
chimney and then a snowy shelf. Traverse up rightwards to finish. Good early in 
the season. Probably takes the line of Awrong (p 116 current guide). 

BIDEAN NAM BIAN, Lost Valley Buttress: 
Tiger Feet - 16Sm IV,S*' R. Anderson , R. Milne. 16th January, 2000. 
The icefall running directly through the line of Sabre Tooth. 

/. 4Sm. Start as for Sabre Tooth , climb up right into the initial snow bay, then 
follow a slim, left-facing iced corner to belay as for Sabre Tooth at the base of its 
corner pitch above the terrace. 
2. SOm. Step right and climb the icefall running down the wall just right of Sabre 
Tooth ' s corner to a belay in the groove above the corner. 
3. SOm. Continue to the small upper buttress and climb a groove line slanting 
slightly left up this to below the final snow slopes. 
4 . 20m. Easy to the top. 

Lost Valley Minor Buttress: 
Old Farts Comer- 80m IV,S*. R. Milne, R. Anderson. 23rd January, 2000. 
The left-facing corner opposite Grannies Groove high up the gu ll y on the right side 
of the crag, just right of Chimini Minor. 
l. SOm. Climb the iced corner to turf and continue to an awkward exit where easy 
ground leads to a belay just above. 
2. 30m. A choice of easy lines leads to the top. 
Note: Well banked, as were the lines of Chi mini Minor and Over the Influence, 
which were much eas ier looking than when first climbed. Old Farts Corner has been 
seen with more ice in it and also with none. 

GEARR AONACH, North-East Face: 
Harebell Wall- 4Sm Severe 4a*. G. Latter, M. King. 28th August, 1999. 
Another fine well protected pitch. Start up the short vertical crack 6m left of Hairy 
Kipper. Climb the crack then move leftwards and upon good holds, veering slightly 
right to a prominent crack in the headwall. Climb this , which leads into a short left­
facing groove. Exit either directly or steeply rightwards, then direct. 
Note: The above party found a jammed nut near the top, so it seems the route has 
been done before, but it is a good route, and a worthy companion to both 
neighbouring routes Hairy Kipper and High Flying. 

East Face: 
D. Gunnnotes that winter ascents ofMimsy have been claimed twice (SMCJ 1986 
p340 and SMCJ 1995 p680). 

AONACH DUBH, Far Eastern Buttress: 
North-East Nose - III 4. A. Nelson, A. Paul. lOth December, 1999. 
Follow the summer line with a tricky move at the top. 
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Note: D. Gunn notes that Eastern Slant (SMCJ 1992, P I 13) and Hu-a-Choy (SMCJ 
1997, p357) seem the sa me, poss ibly fo ll owing the summer route, Bli ster. 

Barn Wall: 
Sword Fence - 200m IV,5. A. Nelson, A. Paul , D. Gunn. 14th December, 1999. 
Fo ll ows the easiest line up the wall between Bowstring and Barn Wall. Start below 
a protruding cracked block at 20m. Climb up to and over thi s. Bear left. then up to 
big ledge. Go up at the right end of ledge, then hard left along a thin ramp. Go up 
wall s above to a shelf. Continue up easy ramps and wall s to the top. 

STOB COIRE NAN LOCHAIN, North Buttress: 
The Day A!ter-70m VI,7. A. Nelson, D. Ritchie. 4th April, 2000. 
On the right side ofN. C. Gu lly is a large fin of rock which fo rms a deep chimney 
and cave on its right side. 
I. 40m. C lim b the chimney by its left wall and continue up and left to a ledge (eas il y 
access ible from hi gher up N. C. Gu ll y) . 
2,3.20m, I Om . Left of a sharp overhang is an obvious V-groove directly above the 
ledge. Climb thi s in two pitches to the top. 

BIDEAN NAM BIAN, Church Door Buttress: 
Dark Mass - 140m VI,6. M. Bass, S. Yearsley. 4th March 2000. 
A spooky route. Based on West Face Route on the lower spur, it then takes a 
complex line through the upper headwaIl above West Chim ney. Start as for West 
Face Route. 
I. 10m. C limb up and th rough a narrow crack between the buttress wall and a 
detached pinnacle. 
2. 35m. Stand on top of the pinnacle. Climb the steep crack past the left-hand end 
of an overlap to enter a vice- like slot. Thrutch up the slot, and step left where it 
widens. Continue more eas il y up the buttress. 
3. 30m. Broken ground leads to a junction with Flake Route which is fo llowed to 
the ledge and boulder traverse on the fourth pitch of West Ch imney Route. 
4. 40m. Above the ledge and boulder traverse is a cracked wa ll. From the top of a 
large block on the traverse c limb the wall by left- trending cracks (8 m), then move 
up and ri ghtwards into a shallow chimney/groove. C limb thi s, moving right at its 
top, and cross a short diffic ult slab to reach a peg (possib le be lay). From the peg a 
series of discontinuous ledges lead down and right to the arete (difficu lt to protect). 
Swing round the arete and climb two short steep corners directly upwards to eas ier 
ground . Traverse horizontally right for 5m to a bel ay below a steep corner. 
5. 25m. Climb the corner, step right and follow a groove line to the top. 
Note: It is possible that the route coincides with Un Poco Loco (SMCJ 1994) for 
a ection on pitch 4. 

STOB COlRE NAM BEITH: 
Crackwork Grooveplay - 150m IV ,4. A. Nel son, T. Blackmore. March, 1999. 
Between Crack C lim b and Central Gu ll y a slab leads to a steep crack and left-facing 
corner. Cl imb the corner to the base of a V-groove. Go up the groove to a chockstone 
to reach the upper section of 'Central Gull y'. 

C reag Doire-Bheith: 
T he following routes are located on the ri ght hand section of the crag contai ning 
Alan 's Arete (SMCJ 1998 , P 657), just right of the central vegetated area. The 
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routes are worthwhile and get the benefitofany evening sun . Two prominent crack­
lines will be seen near the right edge. These are climbed by the initial two routes 
described. 
Whiplash - 22m HVS 5b*. S. Kennedy, C. Grindley. July, 1997. 
The ri ght-hand crack- line. Start on a sloping she lfup right of the lowest rocks at an 
undercut section . Step left and pull into the crack. Climb the crack directl y to easier 
ground. 

Aristocrack-25m HVS 5a.** S. Kennedy, D. Hood. 10th September. 1999. 
The left-hand crack-line. Start a couple of metres be low the start of Whiplash just 
below a small tree. Pull leftwards into the baseofthecrack. Climb the crack directl y 
via a small roof to reach eas ier slabby ground . 

Avizalldum-25m VS4c* A. Nelson, S. Kennedy, D. Hood. 16th September, 1999. 
Sustained climbing up the wa ll left of Aristocrack. Start by the lowest rocks and 
climb a rib left of a mossy groove. Step right into a shallow corner system from the 
top of the rib. Climb the corner to a small pedestal. Move left into a short hanging 
corner. C limb the corner and slabs above. 

Shal1gabbit - 22m E3 5c*. A. elson. S. Kennedy. 12th September, 1999. 
Steep, fingery and bold. climbing the steep wall right of Whiplash. Start just left of 
a detached block 3m above the start of Whiplash. Make steep moves directly up the 
wall on side pulls to a bulge at 4m (HB#4 high on right). Move up le ftwards from 
the bulge to better holds (Friend#O). Climb the clean rib above to a ledge. 

AN T-SRON, East Face: 
The slabby wall described in SMCJ 1996, P 104. 
Cold Turkey - 130m IV 4. A. Nelson, A. Paul. 25th February. 2000 . 
A winter ascent starting up Coco Leaf. 
The corner/groove holds ice which is climbed to mi xed ground and a be lay under 
a roof on the ri ght (50m). Continue past a sloping she lf and through mixed ground 
to the ridge (80m). 

Bidean nam Bian, Bealach Fhaolain (MR 137539): 
Cunbarrel Cully - 250m IIII. A. Nelson. 10th February , 1999. 
C limbs the obvious para llel gull y line with occasional short steps. 

STOB AN FHUARAIN, Coire nan Craimh (MR 125527): 
MacEwan Sexport - 40m VS 4c. A. Nelson, A. MacEwan. August, 1999 . 
Climbs a c lean black slab left of the corrie burn before the steep rise into the Coire 
nan Craimh. Climb the slab just right of centre start ing up thin flakes , continuing 
past a hori zontal break then a tricky bul ge to finish up quartz ho lds. 

BEINN MAOL CHALUIM, Creag Dubh (MR 132524): 
The Foxes Pass - 90m TIIA. A. Nelson. 10th February, 1999. 
Climbs the obvious .tulfy left-facing corner which splits the crag at the Bealach 
Fhionnghaill. 

GLEN ETIVE, Trilleachan Slabs: 
The Baldest- 115m E2*. D. Jenkins, C. Stead, C. Forrest. 8th August, 1999. 
On the Upper Slabs. Start just left of the leftmost obv iou s corner (Take Your 
Chances) at a three- inch-wide fl ake-crack. 
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I. 35m Sa. Climb the crack-line, heathery in parts, to its top, and be lay in the corner 
on the right ( top of first pitch of Take Your Chances). 
2. 45m 5c. C li mb the ri b, move obviously left, then go up the s lab to ga in the foot 
ofa right-trending scooped ramp. Follow thi s to arri ve at a groove. Go up the groove 
to below a short c lean-cut section. The next 6m or so is the crux. Either climb the 
short groove and go left by a blind crack to bel ay at heather, o r step left onto the 
steep slab and so reach the same point. 
3. 35m 5b. C li mb up and gain a slab sandw iched between two laps. Go le ftwards 
towards a big corner. ex iting rightwards at the top of the corner. Abseil point in the 
grassy bay on the right. 

ARDGOUR: 
Holly Tree Slab - 40m Di ff. *. 
The obvio us gne iss slab o n the south side of the road between the two parking 
places fo r Garbh Bheinn , 10 minutes from the road (MR 9 1? 59?) . S tart at the lowest 
point, avoid the grass patches low down, then head for the apex o f the slab. There 
are easier routes either s ide of thi s one . 

SNAKE CRAG (MR 929 607): 
Thi s gneiss crag can be seen from the long approach car park , there is some seepage 
but the rock is bl ack so looks very wet from a di stance. Approach is mostly fl at on 
a path but a bit boggy - 15 minutes . 

Scheme Wa rs - 16m Severe. D. Hood, C. Moody, S. Ke nnedy. 30th April , 1999. 
Climb up pas t the left side of the pale detached bl ock to gain a ram p. Traverse left , 
then up to fini sh. 

The Timber - 16m Severe . C. Moody, D. Hood, S. Kennedy. 30th April , 1999 . 
Go direct to the left s ide of the nose whi ch is near the top o f the c rag. Foll ow a ramp 
out left . 

Pitcon- 16m E l Sa/b. C. Moody, C. G rindley . 8th May, 1999. 
Go direct to the ri ght side of the nose with a bulge to fini sh. 

Lamb 's FOOl - 20m Severe'. C. Moody, C. Black 17th April , 1999. 
A fault runs up right; start at the base of the fault. Climb up using a thin crack-line 
to a steep wa ll. Step left and fo llow the hidden ramp up right, then f ini sh straight 
up. 

Bring 011 The Hail - 18m VS 4b. C. Moody, C. Black 17th April , 1999 . 
Start ri ght of the base of the di agonal crack/faul t. Climb up to a grass patch on the 
fault and continue straight up . Steep with spaced protection. 

Putyan - 18m VS 4b. C. Moody (back- rope) 7th May, 1999. 
Climb the black rock pas t the right side of a ho ll y bu sh at mid-he ight. 

Mag ic Triangles - 20m HVS Sa . C. Moody, C. Grindl ey. 8th May, 1999. 
Start at the tri a ngular bl ock in the grass. Cl imb up to the d iagona l crack/fault, make 
an awkward move up thi s, then pull up left and continue to gain the tri angul ar 
recess. Move left to fini sh up Putyan. 



404 SCOTTlS H MOUNTAINEERING CLUB JOURNAL 

The Bailie Of Court hill Street- 20m Severe. S. Kennedy, D. Hood, C. Moody . 30th 
April , 1999. 
Start up One Snake Or Two? and follow the ramp up left. 

One Snake Or Two ? - ISm Severe. C. Moody, C. Black. 17th April , 1999 . 
Start just right of the blunt edge where the steep wall meets the slabb ier rock on the 
right. Move up left on diagonal cracks. Before reach ing the heathe r pull over the 
bul ge and continue up a thin crack finishing left of the tree. Belay on small wires 
IOm farther up. 

Lambleg Slab - ISm E l Sa/b*. C. Moody, C. Grindley . 8th May, 1999. 
Just right of One Snake Or Two? gain a ledge, then another ledge up right. Climb 
the steep slab and continue right of the tree. 

The pale wall up on the right is a tOm Diff*. 

BEAR CRAG (MR 930 609): 
Looking from the car park another crag, often with a waterfall, can be seen behind 
China Crag. This is the crag mostly hidden behind the waterfall crag. 
The slab on the left side is Diff. 
Garden Ciry- 16m VS 4c*. C. Moody, C. Grindley. 8th May, 1999. 
The main fau lt. 

Unnamed - 16m Severe*' C. Moody. 1st Apri l, 1999. 
Start at the right side of the steep wall where a crack runs up right. Cli mb straight 
up. A climb just left is easier except for the bulging start. There is also a Diff. to the 
right which crosses a grass ledge high up. 

An unnamed V. Diff. climbs an obvious scoop rightwards. Step ri ght, then climb 
the buttress. 

Crag Name Unknown (MR 941 603): 
This is the gneiss crag overlooking the burn above Inversanda which can be seen 
from the road. 

The Gathering - 2Sm HVS Sa. A . elson, M. Shaw, S. Kennedy, C. Grindley, C. 
Moody. 7th June, 1999. 
Start just right of the toe of the buttress. C limb easily towards the roof, then move 
out right. Continue up, then left. 

GLEN GOUR, Wooden Gazelle Crag (MR 934 650): 
This gneis crag is far up the glen on the north side of the burn . The end of the crag 
can be seen from the road but clean rock cannot be seen till well up the glen - I hr. 
I Omin. from the road. 

Fallow Chili - 40m HVS 4c*. C. Moody, C. Grindley . 4th July, 1999. 
The rib at the left end of the crag. Start up a corner just left of the tree, step right on 
to the rib and c limb to the top. Maybe E I Sa with different route finding. 
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THE SLAB: 
Ga:elle - 25m VS 4c. C. Moody, C. Grindley. 4th Jul y, 1999 
Attempts to c limb the rib on the left s ide . Near the top where it steepens, avoid the 
difficulties by stepping left, moving up the corner, then back right again. 

Dik Dik - 25m HVS 5a*. C. Moody , C. Gri nd ley. 28th August, 1999. 
Start at the black streak. C limb up left, then follow a crack back right to a circu lar 
recess in the centre of the face . Step left (mossy but easy) or c limb more direct ly 
and finish up the right-facing corner. 

Calapull- 25m E2 5b** C. Moody, C. Grindley, S. Kennedy. 28th August, 1999. 
Start at the right side and follow the obvious line up leftwards. Fairly bold. 

Three Blind Mice- 85 m E2/3* T. Fryer, Y. Taylor, 1. McKenzie. 24th Jul y, 1999. 
Farther right is the highest section of cliff. 
I. 30m5a. Foll ow a shallow right-lrending groove wi th a black left wall, then trend 
left on slabby rock. Pull over a bu lge, then go rightwards across a s lab and finish 
rightwards up a short groove to a blocky ledge. 
2. 30m 5c. Traverse left fo r 3m, then make long reach over a bulge. Trend slight ly 
rightwards, then go left before pulling over another bulge via a thin crack . Go up 
the rib to the left of the heather groove to belay left of a heather ledge. 
3. 25m 4b. Trend left up slabby rock to the top. 

ARDNAMURCHAN, Beinn Gheur: 
MacGillivray's Grip - 45m VS 4c. F. Templeton , C. Templeton. 13th August, 
1999. 
The crag is situated on the flank of Beinn Gheur, east of the road from Acharacle 
to Doiriinn, about 400m towards Acharac le from the phone box. Approaching 
Doiriinn the road leaves the River Shiel and cuts through a steep-sided, heavil y 
fo rested wee glen. There are parallel buttresses rising above the trej( line. To the left 
of these crags is a wide open gu ll y. The crag is triangular and left of the gully - 10 
minutes walk. 
Ascend an initi al bulge in the centre of the crag. Move rightward s to the edge and 
continue upwards to a larger overl ap. Traverse left to the foot of a small double 
niche. Go up here breaking out left at the top. Move up rightwards and follow the 
edge to the top of the crag, a pinnacle (25m). Climb on to a sharp grass and moss 
arete and cross this to large cracked blocks ( I Om). 

ARDNAMURCHAN, Rubha Carrach: 
Heart of Darkness - E4 6a**. R. Campbe ll , P. Thorburn (on sight). May, 1998 . 
C limbs sensationally up the right-hand groove line in the seaward prow. Start up 
the right wall of the cave and climb with increasing difficulty on to a limy ledge. 
From here it would be possible to finish stra ight up, probably harder. Move up and 
right across a wall (crux) to better but dodgy holds on a ledge. Climb over scary 
blocks to a traditional Rubha Carrach finish. 

THE ARDNAMURCHAN RING CRAGS 
A number of route descriptions and comments have been received and passed on 
to the authors of the new guide, due out very soon. 
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SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS 

KNAPDALE NOTES (R. Everett): 
Pocket Wall is worth three stars. 
The Razor's Edge is solid HVS . 
Metamorphosis is a terrible route, not worth a star. 
The Tri al is E l Sb (eas ier than Pocket Wall ). 
Several bolt belays have appeared on the tops of many of these buttresses, and there 
are peg runners in The Changeling, Metamorphos is and Not Waving But Drown­
ing. 

BEN VORLICH CRAGS: 
Two routes were climbed by R. Anderson (E I Sa) and M. Garthwaite (ES 6a) but 
no detail s given. 

BEINN IME: 
Chockstone Chimney - 160m IV,4/S . S. McFariane, G. Houston. 20th November, 
1999. 
Start at the lowest point of the buttress forming the right-hand wall of Fan Gully at 
a short corner lead ing to an obv ious chimney. 
I. 4Sm . Climb the short corner to eas ier ground lead ing to a belay below a large 
chocks tone at the base of the chimney. 
2. 45 m. Climb up to the dubi ous chockstone where climbing back on foot leads to 
a bay below an icy ch imney. Climb the left wall on very thin ice leading to belay 
on the left overlooking the crag. 
3. 70m. An easy shall ow gull y leads to the top. 

THE COBBLER, South Face of North Peak: 
Gangway - 40m VIYI ,7. R. Anderson, R. Milne. 30th December. 1999. 
Follow the summer line of Gangway to Fold Direct, then finish up this in three 
pitches. Climbed under a heavy coverage of snow. thawing in the sun . (See article. 
thi s issue.) 

ARDVORLICH (LOCH LOMOND-SIDE), The Hidden Walls- MR 324123: 
These two fine mica-schi st wall s face away from the A82 3km after Loch Sloy 
power station and can onl y be found by wandering up through the bracken from the 
parking spot by the Ceann Mor peninsula ( 10 minutes, 5 minutes when the 
bracken 's not outl). The left wa ll has two routes. 
That Sinking Feeling - 20m E3 6a*. C. Lampton, J. Watson. Spring 1998. 
The groove by the left arete is fo llowed wi th difficulty to the big slots on the next 
route, finishing by the same. 

Tripping the Waves - 20m E2 Sb** J. Watson, G. Foster. Summer 1997. 
The nex t groove is followed with in terest to a difficult move up to the quartzy slots 
where Friends can be placed to protect the exc iting headwall. 

The wall on the right has one direct line so far , from the overhang at the bottom to 
the apex of the wall. 
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Magic Carpet Ride - 25m E2 Sb*** J. Watson , C. Lampton. Spring 1998. 
A tremendous and bold wall climb. Start at the overhang and surmount thi s on good 
holds to a Friend placement. Tiptoe up and right to a peg, then straight up wall to 
a farther peg. From here a bold assault is made straight to apex of the wall (crux). 
Note: These routes were retro-bolted in summer 1999 and are cunently being de­
bolted by J. Watson. 

STOB GHABHAR, Coire Dhomhnaill (MR 232 470): 
Leave the A82 at Bridge of Orchy and park at Victoria Bridge and take the West 
Highland Way (mountain bikes used) north from Forest Lodge. When the northern 
end of the Forestry plantation at MR 282 463 is reached, walk east over moorland 
toward Coireach a' Ba. After crossing the Allt Coire Dhearbhadh skirt the tip of 
Sron nan Giubhas, a prominent ridge which descends westward from the northern 
spur of Stob Ghabhar and continue westward for 2km to enter the small Coire 
Dhomhnaill. From here the line of a prominent stream will be seen draining the 
upper reaches of the corrie, however the gully itself remains hidden . Remain on the 
southern side of the stream and climb steeper ground from the corrie floor to reach 
a point where a deep cleft splitting the buttress on the left can be seen, from here 
a steep ISm icefall barring entry to the upper gully is visible. 
The Great Divide - 275m III** D. Stewart, N. Wightwick. 13th April , 2000. 
A deeply incised gully cleaving a surprising line through an obscure buttress. 
I. 7Sm. Enter the gully and climb snow to a stance below the icefall, belay on the 
right. 
2. 2Sm. Climb the icefall and move up to a belay on the right wall. 
3 & 4. 12Sm. Easy ground now leads to a point where the gully splits to form a 
narrower chimney on the left and an open groove on the right. 
S. SOm. The open groove leads over short steps to the ridge. 

BEINN DORAIN, Creag an Socach: 
The Enemy Within - 110m VII ,7. S. Richardson, C. Cartwright. 28th December, 
1999. 
A difficult climb taking the easiest line up the vertical wall between False Rumour 
Gully and Days of Future Past. 
1. 3Sm. Climb the first pitch of Days of Future Past and belay on the right edge of 
the vertical wall in an obvious niche with an old peg and thread . 
2. 25m. Step down and left and make a rising left traverse above roofs to reach a 
good stance on the crest of the buttress below a large roof. A demanding pitch with 
few positive placements and spaced protection. 
3. SOm. Climb the steep corner to the left of the prominent prow above the roof and 
gain an easier groove system which leads to the top. 

Golgotha - 150m VII,7. C. Cartwright, S. Richardson. 5th March, 2000. 
A right-to-Ieft ri sing line with a spectacular finish up the vertical wall to the left of 
Messiah. Start directly below the 'conspicuous rib ' of Scorpion. 
I. 40m. Climb a short wall just right of the initial snow gully of The Prophet to gain 
a right to left ramp. Follow this past a narrow section to the base of the rock ramp 
of The Sting. 
2. 25m. Ascend the rock ramp and groove above (The Sting pitch 2) and step right 
onto a terrace at its top . 
3. 30m. Trend up and right up mixed ground across the wall right of Antichrist to 
join the curving ramp of Second Coming. Move up to belay in a niche on the right 
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level with a ledge which extends rightwards across the vertical wall on the right. 
4. 35m. Move right along the ledge and pass behind a huge flake. Continue the 
traverse slightly down and right to reach a slim turfy groove (crux) which leads to 
a good stance. A serious pitch with sensational exposure and spaced protection. 
5. 30m. Continue up the groove-line above to the top of the crag. 

BEINN AN DOTHAIDH, North East Coire: 
Rebate - 250m V,S. P. Figg, D. Johnson, M. Bass. 18th December, 1999. 
Start at a tiny snow bay underneath the steep left wall of West Gully, between the 
foot of the buttress and the ramp of Journey to the East. The climb takes the icy 
corner above which is well adorned with icicles. 
1. 45m. Climb the icy corner, initially on its left side. At ISm step right awkwardly 
on to a rib, then continue upwards to easier ground. 
2. etc. 215m. Climb the buttress above by icy walls finishing up the easy mixed 
buttress to the left of Tax us Original finish (ground shared with Femme Fatale and 
Spring Fever) . 

Note: 1. L. Bermudez and A. Thomas straightened out Clonus on 16th January, 
2000, by continuing up in a straight line after the crux over a bulge to reach the 
normal belay - V,S. It may have been climbed before, but is a better and more 
logical line. 

BEN CRUACHAN, Drochaid Ghlas: 
Cenlury- lOOm V,6. C. Cartwright, S. Richardson. 20th February, 2000. 
An interesting mixed climb up the wall to the leftofDrumnadrochaid. Start just left 
of the parallel grooves of Drumnadrochaid below a groove with a prominent 3m 
finger of rock on its left side. 
I. 30m. Pull up a small wall into the groove and climb it exiting right at the top. 
Follow a ramp up and left to a good stance at its end. 
2. 35m. Climb up to the steep headwall which is cut by a prominent slot. Move up 
the wall to a roof, step left into the slot and climb it to a terrace. 
3. 35m. Trend left up snow and finish up the easy left-facing corner above to reach 
the summit ridge. 

MEALL NAN TARMACHAN, Cam Chreag, Fan Buttress: 
Note: 1. lrving notes a return to the crag with The Cider House Rules (SMC] 1999), 
climbing the line to the right. Reading the guidebook with a highly critical eye 
suggested that the two routes might be Chimneys One and Two, but this seems 
unlikely as neither is chimney like and both would be very technical and sustained 
grade II's. There are two narrow gullies that would seem to deserve the name of 
chimney better. The name is an Abbey Road reference. 
Something Grooves - lOOm Ill. 1. Irving, G. Allan. March, 2000. 
Right of The Cider House Rules a line leads up the turfy face . It is well defined in 
the lower half leading to an overhang. This was avoided on the left, and a belay 
taken on a rocky island in a sea ofturf. Further turf lead to easy ground and the top. 

GLEN ALMOND: 
Pinnacle Gully Buttress - 120m II. C. McNee, D. Kirk. 31st January, 1999. 
Take the buttress immediately left of Pinnacle Gully, keeping generally to the crest. 
The quality is reported as similar to the previous winter route on the crag (SMCJ 
1986, p384). The crag is described in the Southern Scotland District Guide. 
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LOWLAND OUTCROPS 

THE GLASGOW OUTCROPS, Auchinstarry Quarry: 

409 

This needs substanti a l revi sion in the gu ide due to further 'rock stabili sation ' work 
and change in routes . Routes 46 to 54 in particular are probab ly no more. 

Bowling Crag (near Dumbarton): 
Bowling crag has been c leaned and lower-o ffs put in place to he lp resu rrect this 
worthwhil e little venue. The crag is situ ated by the cycle path in the woods directly 
across from Bowling train station (the Railway Tavern is good for a pint) and gets 
the sun in the afternoon. The rock is generally sound quarried basalt . Old bolt-heads 
sugges t the walls have been climbed on before and aided, but since they ' re not 
documented the main routes have been led free by John Watson and given 
descriptions a nd grades. The routes are well worth their 10 or 15 metres, packing 
in some eccentric moves! For the faint-hearted, all routes can be top-roped (though 
someone wi ll have to lead!), and double-rope technique is a must for route 3. 

From left to ri ght: 
Tom 's Chimney- HVS Sa. Bridge up the chimney, using natural rock and the brick 
wall , to gain a brick ledge (crux). Place crucial gear and either finish through the 
blocks, or step delicately right and fini sh up a scoop. Way better than it looks. 

Yogi's Wobble - E l 5b*. C limb the arete and step out on to the wall , clip a peg, then 
take the groove direct with a precarious step-through. Bold but worth it for that 
move. 

Booboo 's Knob - E2 5b** . Superb, sustained balances from the arete of the last 
route traversing across the horizontal break to finish up Yosemite crack. Drop a 
point if you tweek the old bolt-heads! 

Astroboy- E2 6a*. The crackin the middle. A boulder problem start to gain the peg 
leads to the crack which traverses at the top to the left lower-off. Take RPs and a 
rock#2. 

Yosemite Crack - E3 6a**. The fine obvious fingerJock crack, turning the nose on 
the left, leads to a perplex ing fini sh. Finishing up the wall direct from the fl ake 
bumps the grade up to a powerful E4 6b . 

Eiger Suction - E4 6b* Gain the groove by the sycamore tree with difficulty, and 
continue through the bouldery crux (RP#O) to better holds and small Friend 
placements. Go left along horizontal cracks to fini sh up the previous route. Hard 
for the grade. 

THE GALLOWAY HILLS, Craignaw: 
The Dow Spout - 150m lI/Ill. A. Fraser, J. Thomson . 20th December, 1999. 
Th is is the prominent waterfall which occasionally cascades down the east face of 
Craignaw, about 500m south of the summit. A love ly cli mb, sustained scenic and 
varied althoug h infreq uentl y in condition, requiring good conditio ns then a hard 
freeze . Rumoured to have been climbed prev iously. 

THE DUMFRIES OUTCROPS, Clifton Crag, Hollowstones Wall: 
lnfili - 10m El 5b. S. J. H. Reid , S. Stout. 26th June, 1997. 
The thin crack- line between Outcast and the upper section of Hollowstones 
Chimney is cli mbed by devious means. Start from the grassy platform as for 
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Outcast, ga ined by c limbing the first easy section of Jeune Ecole. C limb 2 m up 
Ho ll owstones Ch imney and make a bewildering move leftwards across a s lab to 
gain a short slanting crack and ultimately easier ground to the top. 

Inft /! Direct- IOm E2 Sc. C. King, S.J.H.Reid. 22nd October, 1997. 
The direct start - strenuous 1 

Jigsaw Buttress: 
StifI Upper Lip - 22m VS **. S. J . H. Reid , C. King (A IL). 22nd October, 1997 . 
A rising gird le. The first pitch makes an excell ent Severe in its own right. Start as 
for Li pst ick. 
I. 12m 4a. Cl imb up to below the crack on Lipstick and traverse right to gain a 
ri ghtwards s lan ting line of jugs that leads to a finish at the top of Liplet. 
2 . I Om 4c. Descend sli ghtly the corner ofRatten 's Rest and traverse the horizontal 
break under the grooves, c rossi ng W all Street, and finishing as for The Groove. 
Beware dubious blocks. 

Note: S. Reid notes that the access details forth is crag are wrong in the guide. They 
should be: From most areas, the approach w i II be v ia the A 7 10 south from 
Dumfries. A few miles before reaching Sandyhills Bay there is an narrow lane on 
the right (west) and some outcrops can be seen on the hill s ide to the north of this 
lane. Follow the lane for about a mile to a small lay-by on the left just past Upper 
Clifton Farm. A granite stile leads into a field. Walk across this, well to the left of 
the farm bu ildings . to an angle in the far wall. A second sti le is hidden some ISm 
to the right. Cross the next field to agate in the far corner, under Hollowstones Wall. 
(There has been known to be a bu ll in the second field - tread cautiously I) . There 
is no need to ask permission (as mentioned in the current gu ide). Please keep dogs 
on a lead when in the fields. In spring, birds often nest near the Main Area o r Red 
Slab and these buttresses should be avoided. 

THE SOUTH-WEST SEA CLIFFS, Portobello, Cracked Block Bay: 
Mall Shot by Shed - ISm E I Sa. N. Taylor (un sec.). 3rd May, 1999. 
About 3m left of Only Monsters is a simi lar route wh ich c limbs the seaward wall 
of the blockjustleft of centre . Inte res ting rock with minimal protection (on ly a large 
Friend just below the top). 

Labrax, The Central Slab (SMCJ 1999): 
The Lotus Eaters - 16m E l Sb** . A. Fraser, 1. Magi ll. 23rd July. 1999. 
Fine climbing to gai n, then fo llow the central crack on the slab. 

Right-Hand Slab: 
Caledonia Dreaming-20m HVS Sa**' A. Fraser, 1. Magill. 1st September, 1999. 
A good va ried cl imb. Climb the left arete of the Cranberry Jam slab, using the 
cracks on the left to ga in the ledge at the foot of the wide crack. Traverse right for 
2m to the edge. Continue with difficulty to gain and c limb the shallow crack just 
left of the edge. 

Laggantalluch, Laggantalluch Head: 
Sea Monkey - 20m E2 Sc*. N. Taylor (unsec. on s ight). 2nd May, 1999. 
Start 4m left of Seal Song. Climb a steep left-slanting diagonal groove and crack 
system to a sma ll rectangular overhang. Pull through its left side with difficulty , 
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then move up and right to a welcome rest. Continue easi ly up a small yell ow slab, 
then move back left to fo ll ow twin w ide cracks to the top. 

Note: Peregrine Corner (S MCJ 1999. P 158) may well be the sa me as Stolen 
Moments (SMCJ 1997 , p367). 

THE CENTRAL OUTCROPS, Cambusbarron West Quarry: 
About Sm to the left of Cha is a c lean slabby bu ttress with two prominent 
convergi ng c racks . 
Mutant Crocodiles - ISm E l Sb** M. Somerville, A. Morriss. A. Walker. June, 
1999. 
An excellent route whi ch tackles the left-hand crack. Starting beneath a small 
overhang, climb the crack and finish direct. 

Queer Uncle Henry- ISm El Sb':' . M. Somerville, A. Morriss. August. 1999. 
Gain the right-hand crack by c limbing the short corner. Move left on to the slab, 
climb the crack, then fini sh up Mutant Crocodiles. 

Arse On Slumps - ISm E2/3 Sc. M. Somerville, A. Morri ss. August, 1999. 
An bold eliminate line which starts Im to the right of Queer Uncle Henry. C limb 
the short aJ"ete of the smooth slab up to the overlap. Step left , move up and finish 
up the slab, stepping s lightl y rightwards, avo iding the ri ght aJ"ete . 

Looney Tunes - 9m ES 6b** M. Tweedly, M. Somerville (both led) . May, 1999. 
A bouldery . gritstone- like (complete with unprotected crux and bad landing) route 
which climbs the fron t face of the Cha buttress using the right-hand arete. Starting 
from a tiny ledge make hard awkward moves to gain the horizonta l break. From 
here step right onto the arete and finish straight up. The route was top-roped prior 
to the ascents and has been graded for an on-sight lead. 

Jason's Dilemma - 13m HYS Sa. M. Somerville (on sight), A. Morriss. March. 
2000. 
Starting just right of Force 8, c limb up and right to a huge hold . Climb the crack! 
arete above thi s until just below the top, where a traverse left avoids the horrendous 
looking top-out. 

Almost directly oppos ite Cha is a (fa irl y) obv ious buttress with some prom inent 
clean cracks. 
Dark Side of the Spoon - 9m E3 Se*' M. Somervi lle (on sight). August, 1999. 
Climb the clean hand crack with he lp from the left arete of the buttress. A good , 
well-protected strugg le. 

Follow ing the wall s round to the extreme right end of the quarry (about 2S0m right 
of Dark Side of the Spoon) is a tiny natural bulging buttress. 
SOl11nambulisl/1- Sm HYS Sb. M. Somervi lle . August. 1999. 
Climb the bulging mossy wa ll w ith some nice moves. G ritstone micro-routes come 
to Cambusbarron l 

EAST LOTHIAN, Traprain Law: 
The Fox - 7m E3 6a. M. Somervil le, J. Barker. February. 1999. 
At the topofthe Law there is a blank diamond-shaped wall . Starting on the left make 
hard thin moves up the centre of the wa ll on smal l s lopi ng ho ld s, passing a poor 
quadcam#O, to reach better holds and some RP's at the top. Avoid the corner on the 
left. Side-runners reduce the grade. 


