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GILLINGHAM: MEASURED TAX INCREASE WILL ENABLE BIG INVESTMENT IN BUILDING 

BETTER ROADS, TRANSIT, RECREATION AND SERVICES 
 

Challenges other candidates to disclose realistic, honest tax policies  
 
Advance voting begins this week in the 2022 election. In keeping with a commitment he made 
early in the campaign, mayoral candidate Scott Gillingham is using this milestone to become the 
first candidate to explain how City Hall would pay for his campaign promises if he is elected. 
 
“As I’ve stated at earlier announcements, I believe building stronger infrastructure, stronger 
transport networks, stronger recreation facilities and stronger customer services will require 
some increases in property tax, since the City of Winnipeg has no major revenue source that 
grows with the economy the way other governments do,” he said. 
 
“We’re not going to stop looking for savings and efficiencies, and I’m setting a multi-million 
dollar savings target for the City’s vehicle fleet – but we can’t rely on savings alone to fund the 
improvements most voters believe we need after the pandemic,” he added. 
 
Gillingham’s final platform will contain three measured revenue measures: 
 

Property Tax: Gillingham will maintain the 2.3% dedicated infrastructure tax increases (for 
road renewal and rapid transit) already in the multi-year budget plan for 2023 and after. His 
plan also includes a new dedicated increase for transit and transportation, a small increase to 
support neighborhood recreation projects, and a general service increase to reach a 
combined 2023-26 property tax target of +3.5% annually, 1.2% above current policy. 
 
To put these changes in context, current annualized inflation is at over 6% - but the Bank of 
Canada is projecting it will bring that rate down to 3% by year-end 2023, and be back 
within its 2% target by 2024. Meanwhile, provincial rebates have eliminated 37.5% of the 
education property tax burden faced by Winnipeggers. 

  
Frontage Levies: Gillingham will propose a one-time frontage levy increase of $1.50 per 
foot. Under provincial law, funds raised must be used for road or sewer work. Revenues will 
pay for new road repair and bike route investments until 2026, and then be available to 
support capital debt servicing for road projects from 2027 forward. 



  
Business Tax Rate Freeze. Gillingham will freeze existing business tax rates and rebates. 
55% of businesses already receive a full rebate. “Our goal with business taxes from 2023 
forward must be to get a deal with the province that will phase or merge them out entirely, 
rather than to continue tweaking the tax without a resolution,” he said.  
 
Winnipeg is the last major city in Canada with a separate business tax, and all other major 
cities merged away or eliminated theirs with provincial help. In the short term, this change 
will mean a small revenue increase, financing elimination of patio fees, among other policies. 

 
“It’s important to be honest with voters,” Gillingham said. “I believe these small increases are 
justified to deliver the public services voters want, and to restore key services to pre-pandemic 
levels,” Gillingham said. “Every candidate who promises to protect and prune trees must fund 
that promise somehow. If you want more roads repaired, this is part of how we fund it.  Even 
with these proposed increases, our municipal property tax per household will remain at the 
bottom of major Canadian cities.” 
 
Gillingham noted that Glen Murray has made billions of dollars of campaign promises without 
identifying where funding would come from. Murray will need far higher tax increases to deliver 
on his commitments, despite glib claims he can increase the tax base enough to pay for those 
promises in 2023 and 2024. Gillingham challenged other candidates to announce their own tax 
policies now that advance polls are open. 
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