The Rt. Hon. Kwasi Kwarteng MP

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy

1 Victoria Street

LONDON

SW1H OET

15t August 2021

Dear Secretary of State,

We the undersigned are writing to you as authors, illustrators, translators and book lovers to
raise our concern about the government’s consultation on copyright.

The UK currently has strong copyright laws which enable creators to be fairly compensated
for their work and the UK to export more books than any other country in the world.

Weakening the UK’s copyright laws would impair our ability to earn an income which would
have a devastating impact on this country’s vibrant, world-renowned book industry. If writing
becomes a profession only accessible to the wealthy, important stories will not be told.

The Intellectual Property Office is currently consulting on the UK'’s future exhaustion regime.
If they decide to introduce an international exhaustion framework, authors will be unable to
limit foreign editions of their books being sold into the UK — undercutting their domestic
sales.

Authors, like many creatives, have suffered greatly during the pandemic. This consultation
could significantly impact authors' livelihoods, setting them back once again. Another blow to
the industry would have a deeply detrimental impact on the UK book trade.

If you turned to reading during lockdown, if you appreciate the cultural, economic and social
impact books have on our society, we urge you to make sure the UK avoids an international
exhaustion framework and any radical shift to the way the UK book market is able to
operate, supporting the recommendations that will be put forward by the organisers of the
Save Our Books campaign in their consultation responses. Doing so will allow UK authors to
export their books around the world, safe in the knowledge that their UK earnings won'’t
suffer.

We are asking you to please save our books and ensure the government makes the right
choice to support copyright for authors and publishers.

Yours sincerely,

Sir Kazuo Ishiguro Bernardine Evaristo Julia Donaldson
Hilary Mantel Adam Kay Reni Eddo-Lodge
Maggie O'Farrell Philip Pullman Axel Scheffler

Sophie Kinsella Cressida Cowell Val McDermid
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Peter Ackroyd
Hallie Rubenhold
Jim Kay

Clare Mackintosh
Mark Haddon
Lauren Child
Philip Reeve
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Lesley Mcevoy
Kate Harrison
Caroline Mitchell
Felicity Everett
Anita Frank
Sally Gardner
Lydia Corry

Lisa Hall

Alison May
Scott Kershaw
Annie Lyons
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Jackie Kabler
Richard Crowhurst
Donna Ashcroft
Bella Osborne
Mary Hartley

Dr John Beech
Mike Smith

Sue Bishop
Chris Orland
Pat Marsh
Jeanne Giriffiths
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Francesca Bargiela
Alan Maley
Robert Penfold

Brian Short



Nat Paterson
Rachael Mcgill

Guy Gunaratne
Owen Mullen
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Clare Weze

Paul Russell Garrett
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Sarah Maltby
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Martin Wright

Jenni Keer
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Andrew Morton
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Antony Manstead
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Pam Eddiford
Diane Setterfield
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Georgie Codd
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Sue Hampton
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John Winter
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Martin Body

Professor Stefan
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Derek Paget
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Susie Maguire

Dr Toni Bunnell



Richard Byrne
Peter Gray

Clare Gray

Susan Steward
Gemma Merino
David Moore

Eric Sanders
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Paul Whitfield
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Christopher Tuplin
Melanie Reinhart
Lucy Ridout
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Ruth Hemus
Charlotte Purkis
Dr Stephen Wyatt
Carol Farrelly
Jean Gooder
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Christine Buxton
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Jonathan Eastland
Steve Davison
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Shalini Boland
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Chris Townsend
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Robin Stowell
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lan Cassidy
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Sophie Johnson
Andrew Ayton
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Stephen Smith
Christopher Wilk
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Linda Edwards
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Mark Stay
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Andrew Lewis
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K Sorrell
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Paul Gitsham
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Karen Swann
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John Edward Sussams
Claire Cooper

Mr Cailein Gillespie
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Seén Hewitt
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Mary Turner Thomson
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Michael Ralph Sneyd
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Andrew Erskine

Prue Goodwin

Sarah Thursfield
Jean Burnett

David Whiscombe
David C Klaasen
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Hilary Mckay
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Alex Thomson
Richard Hobbs

Peter Everett
Norman Seward
Stephen Halliwell
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Charles Sell

Nicola Pryce

Lindy Wildsmith
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Professor Glenn Bowman
Martin Taulor

Julia O'Dowd

Alison Smith

Hilary Koll

Gillian Cross
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David Bellamy
Alison Miller
Norman D Lock
Paul Devine
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Cathy Cade
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David Devereux
Susie Alegre
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Susan Hocking
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Walter Houston

Dr. Peter J Collins
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Steve Page
Charlotte Zeepvat
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Stephen Bernard
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Kira-Anne Pelican
Laura Bui

Edward Cavanagh
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Simon Wood
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Alice Menzies
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George Sydserff
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John Walker

Jeanne Openshaw
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Roderick Whitfield
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Lesley Michele De Meza
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Kathleen Whyman
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Rosemary Brown
Rachel Thwaites
Robert Percival

Dr. John Sugden
Guy Puzey

Allan Cameron
Hannah Quirk

Jared Cade

Mark Gagan

Dr Michael Simpson
Tracy Martin

Dr Stephen Scoffham
Nick Shepley

Dr Nicola Macleod
Andrew Singleton
Rebecca Wragg Sykes
Jan Stewart

Kate Morrison

Gerry O'Hanlon

Mary Carter

Emily Koch

Rachel Rivett
Jennifer Parsons
Christine Butterworth
Salma Samar Damluiji
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Emma Reynolds
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Helen Moors
Professor Nicholas Orme
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Susan Mackay
Timothy Sutton
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Amanda Giles
Susan Croft
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Frances Barry
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Fiona English
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Tim Danton
Felicity Notley
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Heather Toomer
John Rizkalla
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Lesley Dowding
Simon Heffer
Simon Bruni
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Thomas Nelson
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A.C.H.Smith
Monday Killo

RJ Arkhipov

Tom Ellett

Danielle Brown & Nathan
Kai

Owen Crankshaw
Cathy Fisher

Yip Po-Ching
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Jean Matthews
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Neil Corre

Gareth Southwell
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Sir David Haslam
Gordon Riches
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Emma Cheatle
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Teresa O’Brien
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Andrew Burrows
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lain MacKenzie
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Stephen D. Tansey
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Michael Jones
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Richard Overy
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Katie Ginger

Jerry Fishenden
Jane Woodin

Tish Farrell

Mark Chisnell
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