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This surah was revealed in Makkah and is composed of 34 verses. It
is named after a man of God, Luqman.
Its subject matter deals with adab and character development, as
well as the fundamentals of our faith.
Themes:

Vain speech
Signs of Allah
Luqman and his advice
Instructions about parents
Allah’s might
Allah’s knowledge
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Introduction

Shaykh Abdullah
Waheed

Ayah 1
Allah begins the surah with Huruf al-Muqata’at; a unique
combination of separate letters;  ٓالٓم.
Mufassireen say, only Allah knows the meaning of these disjointed
letters and has kept it to Himself.
It is a powerful way to start off by acknowledging that we have no
knowledge; Allah knows and we don’t know. Acknowledging our
ignorance is itiraf.
We need to empty our hearts when approaching the Qur’an. There
are parts of it that we will be unable to understand. However, our
job is to listen and obey.
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Not knowing is part of being human. According to Imam Malik, half
of knowledge is acknowledging ‘I don’t know’.
It is Prophetic to acknowledge when you don’t know and when you
do know, it becomes a fard to share it.
For example, when the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) was asked about The Hour, he
replied to Jibril, “The one who is asked knows no more than the one
who is inquiring about it.”
These letters are found at the beginning of several chapters in the
Qur’an, in different combinations from single letters or up to five
letters.
Surah al-Baqarah begins with these same letters. However, in the
next verse, Allah points to that Book (the Qur’an). Here, Allah says,
these verses of this Book (the Qur’an).
Immediately after these letters, the subject matter usually
mentions the Qur’an itself. It is an introduction or indication of
something that is important.
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Ayah 2
This is the All-Wise Book and this is a surah filled with wisdom.
While Allah called Luqman, the wise.
Allah uses the pairing, Al-Alim which is The All-Knowing, and Al-
Hakim, which is The Wise.
This means that He is knowledgeable and possesses the ability to
determine when to use His knowledge; He knows the true nature
of things.
For example, things may not make sense to us at the moment, but
we trust Allah’s knowledge and wisdom, He knows the truth in
every situation.
When Musa AS came to learn from Khidr, a bird was taking some
water with its beak from the sea. Khidr said, “By Allah, my
knowledge and your knowledge besides Allah's knowledge is like
what this bird has taken with its beak from the sea.”
While Allah is Al-Hakim, His Book is also called Hakim. The Qur’an is
knowledge with hikmah, loosely translated as wisdom. Knowledge
without wisdom is useless.
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This is why the entire Qur’an is concise, but complete in its
meaning.
In this surah, Luqman shares wisdom with his son. Wisdoms are
small sayings we collect daily that can be motivational and
inspirational. However, the unique wisdom of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) is
unmatched as He was the wisest of mankind.
Hikmah is a big favor of Allah. Allah said:
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Hikmah is also said to be the teaching of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم). There is
hikmah in his sayings, as per the ahadith below.

It was narrated from Abu Ya’la Shaddad bin Aws that the
Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said:

Abu Ayyub reported: A man came to the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and he
said

ةَ كۡمَ ٱلۡحِ بَ وَ كُمُ ٱلۡكِتَٰ لِّمُ يُعَ يُزَكِّيكُمۡ وَ نَا وَ تِ ايَٰ يۡكُمۡ ءَ
لَ لُواْ عَ نكُمۡ يَتۡ ولٗا مِّ يكُمۡ رَسُ لۡنَا فِ رۡسَ

أَ آ  كَمَ

ونَ لَمُ ا لَمۡ تَكُونُواْ تَعۡ كُم مَّ لِّمُ يُعَ وَ

Just as We have sent among you a messenger from yourselves reciting to you Our
verses and purifying you and teaching you the Book and wisdom and teaching you

that which you did not know. (2:151)

نَّى ا ثُمَّ تَمَ اهَ وَ هُ هَ سَ تْبَعَ نَفْ
أَ نْ  زُ مَ اجِ الْعَ تِ وَ وْ دَ الْمَ ا بَعْ لَ لِمَ مِ عَ هُ وَ سَ انَ نَفْ نْ دَ كَيِّسُ مَ

‏ "‏ الْ
لَى اللَّهِ ‏"‏ ‏.‏ عَ

“The wise man is the one who takes account of himself and strives for that which is
after death. And the helpless man is the one who follows his own whims then

indulges in wishful thinking about Allah.” (Sunan Ibn Majah)

ا فِي مَّ يَأْسَ عَ
عِ الْ جْمِ

أَ هُ وَ نْ رُ مِ تَذِ مٍ تَعْ لَا تَكَلَّمْ بِكَلَا دِّعٍ وَ وَ ةَ مُ لَا لِّ صَ تِكَ فَصَ لَا تَ فِي صَ ا قُمْ إِذَ
يْدِي النَّاسِ

أَ

“O Messenger of Allah, teach me and make it concise.” The Prophet said, “When you
stand for your prayer, pray as if you are saying farewell. Do not say anything for
which you must apologize, and give up any desire to acquire what people have.”

(Sunan Ibn Majah)

Ayah 3
.refers to the Qur’an being a guidance هُدًى
The Qur’an is a guide for mankind. There are levels of guidance in it
which spans from general to systematic guidance, from spiritual to
social.
In Surah al-Baqarah, Allah said:
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As believers, we want long-term guidance. Hence, we ask Allah
daily for guidance to be on the straight path while reciting Surah al-
Fatihah.
Allah tells us that guidance is for the good-doers. It is additionally a
mercy for the muhsineen, those who excel in doing good.
A muhsin is one who has ihsan (excellence) – they beautify their
actions above and beyond. It is a level above taqwa. A muttaqeen is
one who is God-conscious and fears Allah.
Taqwa is having consciousness, remembering that Allah sees
everything we do. While ihsan is honoring the sight of Allah upon
us to earn His extra love.

In Surah ar-Rahman, Allah said:

لِحُونَ فْ مُ ٱلْمُ ئِكَ هُ
ـٰٓ لَ و۟

أُ  ۖ  وَ مْ ن رَّبِّهِ ى مِّ دًۭ لَىٰ هُ  ئِكَ عَ
ـٰٓ لَ و۟

أُ

It is they who are ˹truly˺ guided by their Lord, and it is they who will be successful.
(2:5)

 ۚ انِ رْقَ ٱلْفُ ىٰ وَ دَ نَ ٱلْهُ بَيِّنَـٰتٍۢ مِّ دًۭى لِّلنَّاسِ وَ انُ هُ رْءَ يهِ ٱلْقُ نزِلَ فِ
أُ ىٓ  انَ ٱلَّذِ ضَ رُ رَمَ هْ شَ

Ramadan is the month in which the Qur’an was revealed as a guide for humanity
with clear proofs of guidance and the decisive authority. (2:185)

ـٰنُ لْإِحْسَ ـٰنِ إِلَّا ٱ لْإِحْسَ لْ جَزَآءُ ٱ هَ

Is there any reward for goodness except goodness? (55:60)

A special reward awaits those who do good and pursue excellence.
Paradise is brought close to them.
Allah promises He will give them everything they desire and for
them, He will give them extra.

In Surah Qaf, Allah said:

زِيدٞ يۡنَا مَ لَدَ ا وَ يهَ آءُونَ فِ ا يَشَ م مَّ لَهُ

They will have whatever they wish therein, and with Us is more. (50:35)

What is ‘more’ is kept ambiguous, and this ambiguity is seen as
another ni’mah. Mufassireen say, this refers to seeing Allah
Himself; which will be better than everything else.

It was narrated that Suhaib said: "The Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم)
recited this Verse: 'For those who have done good is the best
reward and even more.' Then he said:
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دَ اللَّهِ نْ لَ الْجَنَّةِ إِنَّ لَكُمْ عِ نَادٍ يَا أَهْ لُ النَّارِ النَّارَ نَادَى مُ أَهْ لُ الْجَنَّةِ الْجَنَّةَ وَ ا دَخَلَ أَهْ ‏"‏ إِذَ
نَا يُبَيِّضْ وُجُوهَ ازِينَنَا وَ وَ لِ اللَّهُ مَ أَلَمْ يُثَقِّ وَ  ا هُ مَ ولُونَ وَ يَقُ

وهُ ‏.‏ فَ زَكُمُ جِ ا يُرِيدُ أَنْ يُنْ دً عِ وْ مَ

مُ اهُ طَ عْ
ا أَ وَاللَّهِ مَ هِ فَ يْ

رُونَ إِلَ يَنْظُ
جَابَ فَ فُ الْحِ يَكْشِ

الَ فَ نَ النَّارِ قَ نَا مِ جِ يُنْ لْنَا الْجَنَّةَ وَ خِ يُدْ وَ

مْ ‏"‏ ‏.‏ يُنِهِ رَّ لأَعْ أَقَ لاَ  هِ وَ يْ
رِ إِلَ نَ النَّظَ مْ مِ هِ يْ

حَبَّ إِلَ
ئًا أَ يْ اللَّهُ شَ

'When the people of Paradise enter Paradise, and the people of the Fire enter the
Fire, a caller will cry out: "O people of Paradise! You have a covenant with Allah

and He wants to fulfill it." They will say: "What is it?" Has Allah not made the
Balance (of our good deeds) heavy, and made our faces bright, and admitted us to

Paradise and saved us from Hell?" Then the Veil will be lifted and they will look
upon Him, and by Allah, Allah will not give them anything that is more beloved to

them or delightful, than looking upon Him.'" (Muslim)

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said about ihsan:

إِنَّهُ يَرَاك إِنْ لَمْ تَكُنْ تَرَاهُ فَ
أَنَّك تَرَاهُ، فَ بُدَ اللَّهَ كَ أَنْ تَعْ

“It is that you should serve Allah as though you could see Him, for though you
cannot see Him yet (know that) He sees you.” (Muslim)

For those who show ihsan to others, Allah will show them ihsan in
return. 
The best ihsan is forgiving people and treating them better than
the way they treated us.
No eye can see Allah, but the heart can sense Allah’s presence.

Ayah 4
This verse describes the characteristics of the muhsineen. They are
those who establish prayer, pay zakah and believe in the akhirah.
Prayer and charity come together 70 times in the Qur’an. Hence,
there is a correlation between the two.

In Surah al-Baqarah, Allah said:

Prayer is taking from Allah, while charity is giving for His creation. It
is a continuous cycle.

لَا مْ وَ ندَ رَبِّهِ مْ عِ جْرُهُ
مْ أَ ةَ لَهُ ا۟ ٱلزَّكَوٰ اتَوُ ءَ ةَ وَ لَوٰ وا۟ ٱلصَّ امُ أَقَ  لِحَـٰتِ وَ ـٰ لُوا۟ ٱلصَّ مِ عَ نُوا۟ وَ امَ ينَ ءَ إِنَّ ٱلَّذِ

مْ يَحْزَنُونَ لَا هُ مْ وَ هِ يْ
لَ فٌ عَ خَوْ

Indeed, those who believe, do good, establish prayer, and pay alms-tax will receive
their reward from their Lord, and there will be no fear for them, nor will they grieve.

(2:277)
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There is a physical and financial exertion component of worship in
our Deen. For example, salah and siyam are physical, while zakah is
financial, and hajj is both financial and physical.
Prayer and charity both require conviction, and consistently doing
these acts will allow us to reach a level of excellence.

Falaah (success) has the same root word as fallaah (a farmer).
A farmer goes through hard labor; planting the seeds, cultivating
the land, and ensuring his crop grows well. After rigorous effort,
the result is the sale of his harvest.
Similarly, those who struggle in Allah’s path will feel a sense of
accomplishment and will reap the reward of their efforts in the
akhirah.
Success takes a lot of hard work and effort, this is why they are
called the muflihun, the truly successful.

Ayah 5


