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Yoma 67b

The Sages taught with regard to the verse: “You shall do My ordinances, and you shall keep My statutes
to follow them, | am the Lord your G-d” (Leviticus 18:4), that the phrase: My ordinances, is a reference to
matters that, even had they not been written, it would have been logical that they be written. They
are the prohibitions against idol worship, prohibited sexual relations, bloodshed, theft, and blessing
G-d, a euphemism for cursing the Name of G-d. The phrase: And you shall keep my statutes, is a
reference to matters that Satan and the nations of the world challenge because the reason for these
mitzvot are not known. They are: The prohibitions against eating pork; wearing garments that are made
from diverse kinds of material, i.e., wool and linen . . and the scapegoat. And lest you say these have
no reason and are meaningless acts, therefore the verse states: “lI am the Lord” (Leviticus 18:4), to
indicate: | am the Lord, | decreed these statutes and you have no right to doubt them.
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Shemos 24:1

Then He said to Moshe, “Come up to Hashem, with Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, and seventy elders of Israel,
and bow low from afar... Moshe went and repeated to the people all the commands of Hashem and all the
rules; and all the people answered with one voice, saying, “All the things that Hashem has commanded we



will do!”... Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And they said, “All that
Hashem has spoken we will do and we will hear!”
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Rashi on Shemos 24:1

And to Moshe He said, “Come up...: ” This section was [actually] said before the Ten Commandments
[were given] (Mechilta 19:10). On the fourth of Sivan, “Come up” was said to him [Moshe].
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Shabbos 88a

Rabbi Elazar said: When the Jewish people accorded precedence to the declaration “We will do” over
“We will hear,” a Divine Voice emerged and said to them: Who revealed to my children this secret
that the ministering angels use? As it is written: “Bless the Lord, you angels of His, you mighty in
strength, that fulfill His word, hearkening unto the voice of His word” (Psalms 103:20). At first, the
angels fulfill His word, and then afterward they hearken.
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Shemos 23:19

The choice first fruits of your soil you shall bring to the house of Hashem your G-d. You shall not boil a kid
in its mother’s milk.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Mishpatim 7:8

“You shall keep my statutes” . . These are the commandments against which the evil inclination contends,
and against which the peoples of the earth rebel. These are: the wearing of garments made of wool and
linen . . meat prepared in milk...
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Shemos 21:1
And these are the rules that you shall set before them:
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Rashi on Shemos 21:1

AND THESE ARE THE JUDGMENTS — Wherever n7x, “these are”, is used it cuts off the preceding
section from that which it introduces; where, however, n7x1 “and these” is used it adds something to the
former subject (i. e. forms a continuation of it). So also here: “And these are the judgments (i. e. these,
also)”: What is the case with the former commandments (the ten commandments)? They were given at
Sinai! So these, too, were given at Sinai! (R. Yishmael's opinion in Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 21:1)
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Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 21:1

R. Yehudah says: "And these are the judgments" — which were said (commanded) in Marah, viz. (Shemos
15:25) "There (in Marah) He made for them statute and judgment.”
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Ramban on Bereishis 34:13

And the teacher (Rambam) answered in the Book of Judges (Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 14:9) and
said that the Children of Noach (gentiles) are commanded about laws (dinim), and that is that they set up
judges in each and every town to judge about their six commandments . . But according to my opinion, the
laws that were counted [as one] of the seven commandments that the Children of Noach were commanded
is not only to set up judges in each and every town, but [rather] He commanded them in the laws of theft
and fraud, abuse, fair wages, laws of guardianship, rape and seduction, the main categories of damages,



injury to ones's fellow, laws of the borrower and lender, laws of purchase and sale and similar to them -
like the matter of the laws that Israel was commanded.
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Shemos 15:2

The LORD is my strength and might; He is become my deliverance. This is my G-d and | will enshrine Him;
The G-d of my father, and | will exalt Him.
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Shenei Luchot HaBerit, Asara Maamarot, First Maamar

"Know therefore this day and keep in mind that Hashem alone is G-d" (Devarim 4:39). Meaning, knowledge
in the heart with clear comprehension, in addition to the chain of tradition passed down from one's
ancestors. . .

This is hinted in that which the verse states: “Know the G-d of your father” (Divrei Hayamim 1 28:9).
Meaning, in addition to the belief in G-d which is established in your heart from your father, meaning the
chain of tradition passed down from person to person, you yourself must also know, based on your
comprehension.

This is hinted to in the verse "This is my G-d and | will enshrine Him; The G-d of my father, and | will exalt
Him" (Shemos 15:2). Meaning, When He is “my G-d” - He becomes my G-d through grasping and
comprehending Him, then, ve’anvehu {I will enshrine Him}, which can be read, ani v’hu.! Meaning, He and
| are bound together, so to speak, for my knowledge of Him is grasped in my heart. However, when my
knowledge is not based on comprehension, but rather on tradition, for He is my father’s G-d, then “I will
exalt Him,” for He is lofty and exalted above me, and | am distant from Him in the conscience of my heart.

il fShelah breaks up the word v’anvehu into ani v’hu, lit., “l and He."}
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Shemos Rabbah 12:3

It is written: "all Hashem desired, he has done." (Psalms 135:6) Dovid said: this is in spite of the Holy One's
decree that "the heavens are Hashem's heavens and the earth He gave to humanity.” (Ibid. 115:16) To
what analogy is this similar? To a king who decrees, saying "Romans shall not descend to Syria and Syrians
shall not ascend to Rome." Likewise, when the Holy One created the universe, He decreed, saying: "the
heavens are Hashem's heavens and the earth He gave to humanity.” (Ibid.) When He desired to give the
Torah He nullified this original decree. He said: "the the lower [realms] shall ascend to the higher, and the
higher shall descend to the lower; and | am the one who initiated [this]." As it is written: "And Hashem
descended upon Mt. Sinai." (Shemos 19:20) And it is written: "And to Moshe He said 'ascend to Hashem'."
(Ibid. 24:9) Behold, [it is for this reason that it is written] "all which Hashem desired in the heavens and
upon earth, he has done."
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Shemos 19:16-18

It came to pass on the third day when it was morning, that there were thunder claps and lightning flashes,
and a thick cloud was upon the mountain, and a very powerful blast of a shofar, and the entire nation that
was in the camp shuddered. Moshe led the people out of the camp toward G-d, and they took their places
at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for Hashem had come down upon it in fire;
the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled violently.

00”7 M1 ninv .13

19V N7 D19IN ,nY2a N7 1Y ,N19 N7 iy ,NIX N7 1i9Y ,MIND DX XN 02 YiTpD [DIYd L[N '20 DY 102X 20 X
AN IR iR R L,WMINDNT PRIY D7IVD XX ,NAT 87 DA YTV N7 00 LY Wi Nk 87 0o

Shemot Rabbah 29:9

Rabbi Abbahu said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: When the Holy One gave the Torah, no bird screeched,
no fowl flew, no ox mooed, none of the ophanim (angels) flapped a wing, nor did the seraphim (burning
celestial beings) chant "Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh (Holy, Holy, Holy!)" The sea did not roar, and none of the
creatures uttered a sound. Throughout the entire world there was only a deafening silence as the Divine
Voice went forth speaking: "I am the Lord your G-d".
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Eight Chapters 6

The evils which the philosophers term such—and of which they say that he who has no longing for them is
more to be praised than he who desires them but conquers his passion—are things which all people
commonly agree are evils, such as the shedding of blood, theft, robbery, fraud, injury to one who has done
no harm, ingratitude, contempt for parents, and the like. The prescriptions against these are called
commandments (nixn), about which the Rabbis said, “If they had not already been written in the Law, it
would be proper to add them” . . There is no doubt that a soul which has the desire for, and lusts after, the
above-mentioned misdeeds, is imperfect, that a noble soul has absolutely no desire for any such crimes,
and experiences no struggle in refraining from them. When, however, the Rabbis maintain that he who
overcomes his desire has more merit and a greater reward (than he who has no temptation), they say so
only in reference to laws that are ceremonial prohibitions. This is quite true, since, were it not for the Law,
they would not at all be considered transgressions. Therefore, the Rabbis say that man should permit his
soul to entertain the natural inclination for these things, but that the Law alone should restrain him from
them. Ponder over the wisdom of these men of blessed memory manifest in the examples they adduce.
They do not declare, “Man should not say, ‘| have no desire to kill, to steal and to lie, but | have a desire
for these things, yet what can | do, since my Father in heaven forbids it!'” The instances they cite are all
from the ceremonial law, such as partaking of meat and milk together, wearing clothes made of wool and
linen, and partaking in prohibited sexual relations. These, and similar enactments are what G-d called “my
statutes” ('nizn), which, as the Rabbis say are “statutes which | (G-d) have enacted for thee, which thou
hast no right to subject to criticism, which the nations of the world attack and which Satan denounces, as
for instance, the statutes concerning the red heifer, the scapegoat, and so forth”. Those transgressions,
however, which the later sages called rational laws are termed commandments (nixn), as the Rabbis
explained.
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