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Volume 15 | Vayechi | Sicha 1

A note to the user. A few of the sources appear in close proximity in the torah. They were therefore placed
together, although they may be mentioned a bit further on in the Sicha.

Additionally, the translations represent the simple reading of the text. Based on the Sicha, some of these sources
acquire a different, deeper meaning.
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And lIsrael dwelt in the land of Egypt in the land of Goshen, and they acquired property in it,
and they were prolific and multiplied greatly.
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And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt for seventeen years, and Jacob's days, the years of his
life, were a hundred and forty seven years.
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When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, "If | have
now found favor in your eyes, now place your hand beneath my thigh, and you shall deal with
me with lovingkindness and truth; do not bury me now in Egypt.
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96:3 "And Israel approached the time of dying" (Gen 47:29). It is written, "No one rules over
the wind to restrain the wind, and there is no ruling over the day of death" (Eccles 8:8). Rabbi
Yehoshua of Sichnin said in the name of Rabbi Levi: The trumpets which Moses made in the
wilderness were hidden by the Holy One, who is blessed, when Moses neared death so that
no one else would sound them while they were coming to him, as it is written, "Gather to me all
the elders of your tribes" (Deut 31:28), in order to fulfill what is stated, "And there is no ruling
over the day of death"....And so too when Jacob neared death he began to lower himself
before Joseph and said to him, "Please, if | have found favor in your eyes" (Gen 47:29). When
[did he say this]? As he was approaching death, as it is stated, "And Israel drew near to the
time of dying" (ibid.).
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And Jacob lived: Why is this section [completely] closed? Because, as soon as our father
Jacob passed away, the eyes and the heart of Israel were “closed,” (i.e., it became “dark” for
them) because of the misery of the slavery, for they (the Egyptians) commenced to subjugate
them. Another explanation: That he (Jacob) attempted to reveal the End [of the exile] to his
sons, but it was“closed off’ (concealed) from him. [This appears] in Gen. Rabbah (91:1).
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And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my sojournings are one hundred thirty
years. The days of the years of my life have been few and miserable, and they have not
reached the days of the years of the lives of my forefathers in the days of their sojournings."
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| was [in the field] by day when the heat consumed me, and the frost at night, and my sleep
wandered from my eyes.
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the years of the life of Sarah: All of them equally good.
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And they told him all of Joseph's words that he had said to them, and he saw the wagons that
Joseph had sent to carry him, and the spirit of their father Jacob was revived.
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But the Lord God is true; He is a living God and the King of the world; from His anger the earth
quakes, and the nations cannot contain His fury.
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Spoiled waters are unfit. The following are spoiled waters: those that are salty or lukewarm.
Waters that disappoint are unfit. The following are waters that disappoint: those that disappoint
even once in a seven year cycle. Those that disappoint only in times of war or in years of
drought are fit. Rabbi Judah says: they are unfit
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What is the seal of the Holy One, praise to Him? Rebbi Bevai in the name of Rebbi Reuben,
“true.” What means “true”? Rebbi Abun said that He is a Living Power and the King of this
World. Rebbi Simeon ben Lakish said, x is the start of the alphabet, n the middle, and n the
end. To say, |, the Eternal, am First, | did not receive anything from another. Besides Me there



is no supreme power, for | have no co-owner. And with the last, | shall be, | shall not in the
future turn it over to anybody else.
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So said the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer the Lord of Hosts, "I am first and | am
last, and besides Me there is no God.
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But you who cleave to the Lord your God are alive, all of you, this day.
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As we can see from multiple Pesukim, our forefathers are compared to G-d’s “chariot”.
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He used to say: do His will as though it were your will, so that He will do your will as though it
were His. Set aside your will in the face of His will, so that he may set aside the will of others
for the sake of your will. Hillel said: do not separate yourself from the community, Do not trust
in yourself until the day of your death, Do not judge your fellow man until you have reached his
place. Do not say something that cannot be understood [trusting] that in the end it will be
understood. Say not: ‘when | shall have leisure | shall study;” perhaps you will not have leisure.
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| have become small: My merits have diminished because of the kindnesses and the truth that
You have rendered me. Therefore, | fear lest | have became sullied with sin since [the time



that] You promised me, and it will cause me to be delivered into Esau’s hand[s]. — [from Shab.
32a, Ta’anith 20b, Ber. 41]
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So he blessed them on that day, saying, "With you, Israel will bless, saying, 'May God make
you like Ephraim and like Manasseh,"' " and he placed Ephraim before Manasseh.
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With you, Israel will bless: Whoever wishes to bless his sons, will bless them with their
blessing (with a blessing related to them), and a man will say to his son, “May God make you
like Ephraim and like Manasseh.” - [from Sifrei Nasso 18]
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Rabbi Yohanan said as follows: Our patriarch Jacob did not die. Rav Nahman asked him in
surprise: And was it for naught that the eulogizers eulogized him and the embalmers
embalmed him and the buriers buried him? Rabbi Yitzhak replied to Rav Nahman: | am
interpreting a verse, as it is stated: “Therefore do not fear, Jacob My servant, says the Lord,
neither be dismayed, Israel, for | will save you from afar, and your seed from the land of their
captivity” (Jeremiah 30:10). This verse juxtaposes Jacob to his seed: Just as his seed is alive
when redeemed, so too, Jacob himself is alive.

0
A" gy oMy 2™ (21

:Ni2'¢ Di' 722 17 NINX NT 72 DY .ANNNN'Y ' 7Y ON] .N'YRD DR .Y NHAKD ['AXN X - Q!

12. | believe with complete faith in the coming of Moshiach, and although he may tarry,
nevertheless, | wait every day for him to arrive.
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