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Vayikra 12:1-3

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman at childbirth bears a
male, she shall be unclean seven days; she shall be unclean as at the time of her menstrual infirmity. — On
the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

'R K 99,079 NWID YW N,RID0 .2
PIN ;0P RPW NIMWH M0 XOX OH PR LAY KDY Ora — "ora” b Tndn 2nh paor pa b1y — mrnwa” (K]
aPT Ay Tabn 20PaAROR P KO 9mIn Y IRWI WY RS ,MwYY nywnd

Sifra, TazriaParashat Yoledet, Chapter 1 1
1) ("And on the eighth day he shall circumcise the flesh of his foreskin.”) I might think either in the daytime or
at night; it is, therefore, written "the day" — the day and not the night. This tells me (only) that one circumcised
on the eighth day must be circumcised in the daytime. Whence do | derive the same for one who is

circumcised on the ninth day or the tenth day or the eleventh day or on any other day? From "and on the
day."
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Bereishis 17:9,12

G-d further said to Abraham, “As for you, you and your offspring to come throughout the ages shall keep My
covenant... And throughout the generations, every male among you shall be circumcised at the age of eight
days. As for the homeborn slave and the one bought from an outsider who is not of your offspring,
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Tractate Shabbos 132a

And Rabbi Yohanan said: Theverse says: “And on the eighth day...shall be circumcised” (Vayikra 12:3),
which means that the child is circumcised on the eighth day whenever it occurs, even on Shabbat. Reish
Lakish said to Rabbi Yohanan: But if what you say is so, then, with regard to those lacking atonement,
such as a zav or a healed leper, who must after their immersion still bring an atonement offering in order to
complete their purification process, with regard to whom the term on the day is also written, as in the
verse: “And on the eighth day he shall take two he-lambs without blemish, and one ewe-lamb of the first year
without blemish” (Vayikra 14:10), sacrificingtheir atonement offerings should also override Shabbat. Rabbi
Yohanan responded: That verse is necessary to teach that the sacrifice must be brought during the day
and not at night. Reish Lakish asked: This verse with regard to the mitzva of circumcisionis also necessary
to teach that circumcisionmust be performedduring the day and not at night. Rabbi Yohanan replied: That
is derived from a different verse, which states: “And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among
you throughout your generations” (Bereishis 17:12). That circumcision must take place during the day is
derived from that verse.
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Adapted from Shemos Rabbah 19:5

Hashem was looking for merits to enable Bnei Yisrael's redemption. He had Moshe command them to do brit



milah but many refused. Hashem told Moshe to make a korban pesach. Hashem instructed the winds from
the four corners of the earth to blow through Gan Eden, carrying its scent and embedding it in Moshe’s
Pesach. The aroma was overpowering Enticed by the smell, they came to Moshe and asked to partake, but
he told them that they firstneeded to be circumcised, as halacha requires for one to partake in korban pesach.
They did the milah,and its blood mingled with that of the korban. Hashem took each one of them, kissed him
and blessed him, as hinted in the pasuk “/ passed over you and saw you wallowing in your blood, and | said
to you: ‘in your blood, you shall live’; and | said to you: ‘in your blood, you shall live”’(Yechezkel 16:6). Chazal
tell us that this double mention of living by blood refersto the blood of brit milah and korban pesach.
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Yefeh To'ar on Shemot Rabbah 19:5

It is possible that this (the circumcisions) took place before dark, because A.: after dark it is already Yom Tov
when it is prohibited to perform circumcision not at its appointed time (i.e. on the eighth day of life). B:
Circumcisionis not performed at night....
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Shir Hashirim Rabbah 1:12:3

Rabbi Abahu said, "While Moshe and the people of Israel were still eating the Passover offering in Egypt,
the Holy One had already struck the Egyptians, as is written, "And it was about the middle of the night..."
(Shemos 12). This is the meaning of the following verse according to Rabbi Abahu: "While the king was
inclining on his couch, my nard (see below) gave forthits fragrance." (Song of Songs 1:12) The fragrance is
a reference to aroma of the Passover offering that came to mask the smell of Egyptian blood. The sages
explain that, "the smiting of the Egyptians by their first born,” (Tehilim 136) refers to the killing of the elders
by the first born of Egypt. When the elders refused to let the Israelites go free in order to save their first born
children, the first born attacked them. So the smell of blood came from the death of the elders as well as the
first born who died in any case during the tenth plague. The smell of death was so great en Egy pt that G-d
made the smell of the Passover offering as good as the aroma of the Garden of Eden. As a result, the
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Israelites were dying to eat the Passover offering. They said to Moshe, "Give us a bit of what you are
eating!" Moshe answered: G-d has said to me, 'the foreigner may not eat it!" They then removed the non-
Israelites from their midst. They were still dying to try the Passover offering, so they said to Moshe, "Give us
a bit of what you are eating!" Moshe answered: G-d has said to me, Your slaves must be circumcised and
then you may eat of the Passover offering. They immediately circumcised their servants. They were still
ravenous for the Passover offering. They said to Moshe, "Give us a bit of what you are eating!" Moshe
answered: G-d has said to me quite succinctly, "The uncircumcised may not eat of it." Immediately the
Israelites all took their knives and were ready to circumcise themselves. Who actually performed the
circumcision? Rabbi Berechiah said, Moshe, Aharon and Yehoshua. One performed the circumcision, one
drew out the drop of blood, and one poured the cup of wine.
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Shemos 12:8

They shall eat the flesh that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread and
with bitter herbs.
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Shemos 12:16

You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first day, and a sacred occasion on the seventh day; no work
at all shall be done on them; only what every person is to eat, that alone may be prepared for you.

n-7 DPWN Y .10
NI MEN 17758 1270 WR AN TR 270 NN D DN 2 7Y 120 012 DWW MYUHY inpn M
Song of Songs 3:7-8

There is Solomon’s couch, Encircled by sixty warriors Of the warriors of Israel, All of them trained in warfare,
Skilled in battle, Each with sword on thigh Because of terror by night.
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Yehoshua 5:2-8

At that time Hashem said to Yehoshua, “Make flint knives and proceed with a second circumcision of the
Israelites.” So Yehoshua had flint knives made, and the Israelites were circumcised at Gibeath-haaraloth.
This is the reason why Yehoshua had the circumcision performed: All the people who had come out of Egypt,
all the males of military age, had died during the desert wanderings after leaving Egy pt. Now, whereas all the
people who came out of Egypt had been circumcised, none of the people born after the exodus, during the
desert wanderings, had been circumcised. For the Israelites had traveled in the wilderness forty years, until
the entire nation—the men of military age who had left Eqypt—had perished; because they had not obeyed
Hashem, and Hashem had sworn never to let them see the land that Hashem had sworn to their fathers to
assign to us, a land flowing with milk and honey. But He had raised up their sons in their stead; and it was
these that Yehoshua circumcised, for they were uncircumcised, not having been circumcised on the way.
After the circumcising of the whole nation was completed, they remained where they were, in the camp, until
they recovered.
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Tehilim 139:12

Darkness is not dark for You; night is as light as day; darkness and light are the same.
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Shemos 12:11

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eat it hurriedly: it is a passover offering to Hashem.
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Rashi on Shemos 12:11

IT IS THE PASSOVER OF HASHEM — The offering is called nos in allusion to the springing and passing
over — because the Holy One, blessed be He, passed over the houses of the Israelites in between the
houses of the Egyptians and sprang from Egyptian to Egyptian, whilst the Israelite who was between them
escaped. The words “And ye shall eat it in haste for it is a 'springing’-offering to Hashem” imply: Ye, therefore,
do every act of sacrificial service connected with it (with the Paschal lamb) in honour of Heaven (G-d) by way
of springing and leaping over (i. e. hastily), as a reminder of its name, which is called, the “springing”-offering.
In old French, (Provencal) too, Pascua (the term for the Passover festival) signifies stepping over.
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Bereishis 17:13

they must be circumcised, homeborn, and purchased alike. Thus shall My covenant be marked in your flesh
as an everlasting pact.



