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Then an Israelite man came and brought the Midianite woman to his brethren, before the eyes
of Moses and before the eyes of the entire congregation of the children of Israel, while they
were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.
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He seized her by her forelock and brought her before Moses. Zimri said to Moses: Son of
Amram, is this woman forbidden or permitted? And if you say that she is forbidden, as for the
daughter of Yitro to whom you are married, who permitted her to you? The halakha with regard
to the proper course of action when encountering a Jewish man engaging in intercourse with a
gentile woman eluded Moses. All of the members of the Sanhedrin bawled in their weeping,
and that is the meaning of that which is written: “And they are crying at the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting” (Numbers 25:6). And it is written thereafter: “And Pinehas, son of Elazar, son of
Aaron the priest, saw and arose from the midst of the congregation and took a spear in his
hand” (Numbers 25:7).
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The Gemara asks: What did Pinehas see that led him to arise and take action? Rav says: He
saw the incident taking place before him and he remembered the halakha. He said to Moses:
Brother of the father of my father, as Moses was the brother of his grandfather Aaron, did you



not teach me this during your descent from Mount Sinai: One who engages in intercourse with
a gentile woman, zealots strike him? Moses said to him: Let the one who reads the letter be
the agent [parvankal to fulfill its contents.
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The name of the Israelite man who was killed, who was slain with the Midianite woman was
Zimri the son of Salu, the chieftain of the Simeonite paternal house.
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Similarly, a female convert or a freed [maid-servant] - even if she was converted or freed when
she was less than three years old10 - since she is not a native-born Jewess, she is deemed a
zonah and is forbidden to [marry] a priest.

On this basis, [our Sages said: A woman who has relations with] a gentile, a netin,11 a
mamzer,12 an Ammonite or Moabite convert, a first- or second-generation Egyptian or
Edomite convert,13 a man with maimed testicles or a severed member,14 or a challal who has
relations with a [nativeborn] Jewess causes her to be considered as a zonah and to be
forbidden to [marry into] the priesthood. If she was a priest's daughter, she is disqualified from
[partaking of] terumah.15 Similarly, a yevamah who engaged relations with a man other than
her yevam becomes a zonah.
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And neither a widow nor a divorced woman may they take for wives, but they shall take virgins
from the descendants of the House of Israel; also the widow who is only a widow, some of the
priests may marry.
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They shall not marry a woman who is a prostitute or who is desecrated, and they shall not
marry a woman who is divorced from her husband for he [the kohen] is holy to his God.
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§ Rav says: Moses, our teacher, was a High Priest and would receive a share of offerings

consecrated to Heaven, as it is stated: “And Moses took the breast, and waved it for a wave

offering before the Lord; it was Moses’ portion of the ram of inauguration, as the Lord
commanded Moses” (Leviticus 8:29).
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And the Rabbis say: Moses became a priest for the seven days of inauguration alone, and
after that his priesthood expired. And some say: The priesthood expired only for the
descendants of Moses, but Moses himself remained a priest, as it is stated: “But as for Moses
the man of God, his sons are named among the tribe of Levi” (I Chronicles 23:14). This verse
indicates that it was his sons who were Levites, but he himself remained a priest. And so too
the verse states: “Moses and Aaron among His priests, and Samuel among them that call
upon His name, did call upon the Lord, and He answered them” (Psalms 99:6).
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in what garments did Moses serve during the seven days of inauguration? He did not serve in
his own clothes, nor in the regular priestly vestments, but in a special white cloak.
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Moses did three things based on his own perception, and the Holy One, Blessed be He,
agreed with him. He added one day to the days of separation before the revelation at Sinai



based on his own perception. And he totally separated from his wife after the revelation at
Sinai. And he broke the tablets following the sin of the Golden Calf.
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Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses regarding the Cushite woman he had married, for he
had married a Cushite woman.
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Miriam and Aaron spoke: She spoke first. Therefore, Scripture mentions her first. How did she
know that Moses had separated from his wife? [See below] R. Nathan says: Miriam was
beside Zipporah when Moses was told that Eldad and Medad were prophesying in the camp.
When Zipporah heard this, she said, “Woe to their wives if they are required to prophesy, for
they will separate from their wives just my husband separated from me.” From this, Miriam
knew [about it] and told Aaron. Now if Miriam, who did not intend to disparage him [Moses]
was punished, all the more so someone who [intentionally] disparages his fellow.
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The lad ran and told Moses, saying, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp!"
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Now this man Moses was exceedingly humble, more so than any person on the face of the
earth.
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Mouth to mouth: | told him to separate from his wife (Sifrei Beha’alothecha 1:42:8, Tanchuma
Tzav 13). Where did | tell him this? At Sinai; “Go and tell them, ‘Return to your tents,’” but you,
remain here with Me” (Deut. 5:27). - [See Shab. 87a]
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GEMARA: The Sages taught: From where is it derived that if a priest betrothed a widow and
was subsequently appointed to be High Priest, that he may marry her? The verse states: “Shall
he take for a wife” (Leviticus 21:14), an inclusive phrase that indicates that he may marry her in
this situation despite the general prohibition for a High Priest to marry a widow..
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A man of the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi.
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The Gemara asks: If Amram remarried Jochebed, rather than say: “And took for a wife a
daughter of Levi” (Exodus 2:1), it should have stated: “And returned for a wife the daughter of
Levi.” Rav Yehuda bar Zevina says: He performed an act of marriage just as one would do for
a first marriage. He sat her on a palanquin [appiryon], and Aaron and Miriam danced before
her, and the ministering angels said: “A joyful mother of children” (Psalms 113:9).
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In Egypt, Amram was commanded regarding other mitzvot. Ultimately, Moses came and the
Torah was completed by him.
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But didn’t Rabbi Abba say that Rav said: With regard to every Torah scholar who issues a
halakhic ruling based on a tradition he claims to have received from his teacher, and that ruling
has practical ramifications for himself as well, if he stated the ruling already before the incident,
i.e., before it had a bearing on his own case, one listens to him; but if not, if he reported the
tradition only after it was personally relevant to him, one does not listen to him, as he is an
interested party.
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°Similar texts are in Tanhuma Qorah 2 (Buber 4), Num. rabba 18(2), Midrash Prov. 11(27).
Rav said, Korah was an Epicurean. What did he do? He went and made togas completely of
blue wool. He came before Moses and asked him, does a toga made completely out of blue
wool need sisit? He answered, it is an obligation since it is written®Deut. 22:12. While from
Num. 15:37-41 one might free a blue toga from exhibiting a blue thread, this verse makes it
clear that a knotted appendage is needed.: braids you shall make for yourselves. Does a
house full of Torah scrolls need a mezuzah? He answered, it needs a mezuzah since it is
written®'Deut. 6:9, 11:20., you shall write them on the door-posts of your house, etc. He asked
him, what is the rule for a white spot the size of a bean®Lev. 13:18-23. By rabbinic
interpretation, a white spot indicates skin disease only if it is at least the size of a Cilician
bean.? He answered him, it is impure. If it spread over his entire body? He answered him, it is
pure®Lev. 13:13.. At that moment, Korah said that the Torah is not from Heaven, nor is Moses
a [true]® prophet, nor Aaron a High Priest. 3Cf. Num. rabba 18(15), Midrash Prov. 11(27). Then
Moses said, Master of all worlds! If a mouth of the earth had been created during the Six Days
of Creation, it is fine. Otherwise it should be created now: If the Eternal would create a
Creation®*Num. 16:30..
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But if the Lord creates a creation, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them and all
that is theirs, and they descend alive into the grave, you will know that these men have
provoked the Lord."
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And, the Gemara continues, the Sages sought to suppress the book of Proverbs as well
because its statements contradict each other. And why did they not suppress it? They said: In
the case of the book of Ecclesiastes, didn't we analyze it and find an explanation that its
statements were not contradictory? Here too, let us analyze it. And what is the meaning of: Its
statements contradict each other? On the one hand, it is written: “Answer not a fool according
to his folly, lest you also be like him” (Proverbs 26:4), and on the other hand, it is written:
“‘Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes” (Proverbs 26:5). The
Gemara resolves this apparent contradiction: This is not difficult, as this, where one should
answer a fool, is referring to a case where the fool is making claims about Torah matters;
whereas that, where one should not answer him, is referring to a case where the fool is making
claims about mundane matters.
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The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: If this scoundrel, the evil inclination, accosted you,
seeking to tempt you to sin, drag it to the study hall and study Torah. If it is like a stone, it will
be dissolved by the Torah. If it is like iron, it will be shattered. The Gemara elaborates: If it is
like stone, it will be dissolved, as it is written: “Ho, everyone who is thirsty, come you for the
water” (Isaiah 55:1), water in this context meaning Torah; and it is written: “Stones were worn



by water” (Job 14:19). If it is like iron, it will be shattered, as it is written: “Is not My word like
fire, says the Lord; and like a hammer that shatters rock” (Jeremiah 23:29).
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Phinehas the son of Eleazar the son of Aaron the kohen has turned My anger away from the
children of Israel by his zealously avenging Me among them, so that | did not destroy the
children of Israel because of My zeal.
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Rav Hisda says: Concerning one who comes to consult with the court when he sees a Jewish

man engaging in intercourse with a gentile woman, the court does not instruct him that it is
permitted to kill the transgressor. It was also stated that Rabba bar bar Hana says that Rabbi
Yohanan says: Concerning one who comes to consult with the court, the court does not
instruct him that it is permitted to kill the Jewish man engaging in intercourse with a gentile
woman.
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Israel sent messengers: Elsewhere, the sending [of messengers] is ascribed to Moses, as it
says, “So | sent messengers from the desert of Kedemoth” (Deut. 2:26). Similarly, “Moses sent
messengers to the king of Edom...” (above. 20: 14), but concerning Jephthah it says, “Israel
sent messengers to the king of Edom...” (Jud. 11:17). These verses supplement each other;
one holds back [information by not informing us who authorized the sending of the
messengers] and the other reveals [that Moses sent them]. Moses is Israel, and Israel is
Moses, to teach you that the leader of the generation is equal to the entire generation,
because the leader is everything. — [Midrash Tanchuma Chukkath 23, Num. Rabbah 19:28]
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And he said: "l have been zealous for the Lord, the God of Hosts, for the children of Israel
have forsaken Your covenant. They have torn down Your altars and they have killed Your
prophets by the sword, and | have remained alone, and they seek my life to take it.
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He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gave of his bread to the poor.
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