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Shemos 12:2
This month [Nissan] shall be to you the beginning of months. It is the first for you of the months of the year.
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Tractate Zevachim 90b — 91a

GEMARA: A dilemma was raised before the Sages: The mishnayot (89a) taught that a frequent offering
precedes other offerings, and also that an offering of greater sanctity precedes others. If there is a frequent
offering and an offering of greater sanctity to be sacrificed, which of them precedes the other? Does the
frequent offering take precedence, due to the fact that it is frequent, or perhaps the offering of greater
sanctity takes precedence, as it is of greater sanctity? The Gemara suggests: Come and hear the ruling
of the first mishna in this chapter, that the daily offerings precede the additional offerings because they
are frequent.

And even though the additional offerings are of greater sanctity, as they are sacrificed due to the sanctity
of Shabbat, the frequent offering precedes the offering of greater sanctity. The Gemara rejects this proof: Is
that to say that the sanctity of Shabbat affects the sanctity of the additional offerings but does not affect
the daily offerings brought on Shabbat? Rather, the sanctity of Shabbat elevates the sanctity of the daily



offerings as well, and as both are of equal sanctity, the frequent daily offering precedes the additional
offerings.

The Gemara cites another proof: Come and hear the continuation of this mishna: The additional Shabbat
offerings precede the additional New Moon offerings because they are more frequent, despite the fact
that the New Moon elevates the sanctity of its additional offerings. The Gemara rejects this proof in a similar
manner: Is that to say that the sanctity of the New Moon affects the sanctity of its additional offerings but
does not affect the additional offerings of Shabbat? These additional offerings are also imbued with the
sanctity of the New Moon.
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Rosh Hashanah 10b

It is taught in a baraita that the tanna’im disagreed about this point: Rabbi Eliezer says: In Tishrei the
world was created; in Tishrei the Patriarchs were born... on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery
in Egypt ceased; in Nisan the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt; and in Tishrei in the future the
Jewish people will be redeemed in the final redemption with the coming of the Messiah.

Rabbi Yehoshua disagrees and says: In Nisan the world was created; in Nisan the Patriarchs were
born... on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt ceased; in Nisan the Jewish people were
redeemed from Egypt; and in Nisan in the future the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final
redemption.
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Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Bereshit 11

R. Isaac said: It was only necessary to write the Torah from < the words > (in Exod. 12:2): THIS MONTH
SHALL BE FOR YOU.?|.e., from where the actual commandments begin. Why did he write from < the words
> (in Gen. 1:1): IN THE BEGINNING? To make known his mighty power. Thus it is stated (in Ps. 111:6): HE
HAS DECLARED TO HIS PEOPLE THE POWER OF HIS WORKS IN GIVING THEM THE HERITAGE OF
THE GENTILES.
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Shemos Rabbah 15:11

...When G-d chose His world, He established ‘heads of months’ and ‘heads of years.” When G-d chose Jacob

and his children, the Jewish people, He established the ‘head of the month of redemption’ (the first day of the

month of Nissan, the month of the Shemos).
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Devarim 26:16

Hashem your G-d commands you this day to observe these laws and rules; observe them faithfully with all
your heart and soul.

Rashi: 2131 975K 'n Nt 01Yn THIS DAY HASHEM THY G-D COMMANDETH THEE — This suggests: each
day they (G-d’s commandments) should be to you as something new (not antiquated and something of which
you have become tired), as though you had received the commands that very day for the first time.
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Pirkei Avot 2:12

Rabbi Yose said: Let the property of your fellow be as precious unto you as your own; Make yourself fit to
study Torah for it will not be yours by inheritance; And let all your actions be for [the sake of] the name of
heaven.

M2 5wn .8
ORI W RN NPT PITV2
Mishlei 3:6

In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths smooth.
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Bereshis 1:1

In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth.
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Rashi on Bereshis 1:1

WX IN THE BEGINNING — Rabbi Isaac said: The Torah which is the Law book of Israel should have
commenced with the verse (Shemaos 12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first of the months” which is the
first commandment given to Israel. What is the reason, then, that it commences with the account of the
Creation? Because of the thought expressed in the text (Tehillim 111:6) “He declared to His people the
strength of His works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of Creation), in order that He might give them the
heritage of the nations.” For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, “You are robbers, because you
took by force the lands of the seven nations of Canaan”, Israel may reply to them, “All the earth belongs to
the Holy One, blessed be He; He created it and gave it to whom He pleased. When He willed He gave it to
them, and when He willed He took it from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut Shimoni on Torah 187).
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Vayikra 5:13

And G-d said, “Letus make Man” With whom did Hashem consult? [For “letus...” suggests there
were others involved.]...R. Joshua of Siknin said in R. Levi’'s name: He took counsel with the souls of the
righteous... It is they with whom He consulted before creating the world.
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Bereishis Rabbah 1:4

"In the beginning of G-d's creating..." - Six things preceded the creation of the world; some of them were
created and some of them were decided to be created... The Patriarchs, Israel, the Temple, and the name
of the Messiah were decided to be created. How do we know the Patriarchs were? As it says (Hosea 9:10):
"Like grapes in the wilderness etc." How do we know Israel was? As it says (Tehillim 74:2): "Remember your
congregation, whom you purchased from old”...
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