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Volume 17 | Yud-Beis Yud-Gimmel Tammuz
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as the days when the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month that was reversed for
them from grief to joy and from mourning to a festive day-to make them days of feasting and
joy, and sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.
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It was stated in the name of Rebbi Nathan: The entire month is qualified for reading the scroll.
What is the reason? The month which for them was turned from sorrow to joy
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. Rav Yehuda, son of Rav Shmuel bar Sheilat, said in the name of Rav: Just as when Av
begins one decreases rejoicing, so too when the month of Adar begins, one increases
rejoicing.
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So said the Lord of Hosts: The fast of the fourth [month], the fast of the fifth [month], the fast of

the seventh [month], and the fast of the tenth [month] shall be for the house of Judah for joy
and happiness and for happy holidays-but love truth and peace.
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Rebbi Simeon ben Yohai stated: So was my teacher Agiba explaining. So says the Eternal of
Hosts, the fast of the fourth, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth
will be for the House of Israel enjoyment and joy. The fast of the fourth is the Seventeenth of
Tammuz, the day when the tablets were broken, the daily sacrifice ceased, the city was
breached, Apostomos burned the Torah, and put an idol in the Temple
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All that a bright student will suggest, was already given to Moshe at Sinai.
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And He brought me to the entrance of the gate of the house of the Lord that is to the north, and
behold there the women were sitting, making the Tammuz weep.
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making the Tammuz weep: There was an image that they would heat up from the inside, and
its eyes, which were of lead, would melt from the heat of the fire, and it would appear as
though it was weeping, and they would say, “It is asking for an offering.” “Tammuz” is an
expression of heating, like (Dan. 3: 19): “more than it was wont to be heated (a'tnY) ” ; (ibid.
22), “and the furnace exceedingly hot (a1x).” Making the Tammuz cry is fesant plorer la chalfez
in Old French; making the heated [god] weep.
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For a sun and a shield is the Lord God; the Lord will give grace and glory; He will not withhold
good from those who go with sincerity.
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For |, the Lord, have not changed; and you, the sons of Jacob, have not reached the end.
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Concerning all that | have said to you you shall beware, and the name of the gods of others
you shall not mention; it shall not be heard through your mouth.
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you shall not mention: That one should not say to another, “Wait for me beside such-and-such
an idol,” or “Meet me on the day [dedicated to] such-and-such an idol” (Mechilta, Sanh. 63b).
Another explanation: Concerning all that | have said to you, you shall beware, and the name of
the gods of strangers you shall not mention -[this comes] to teach you that idolatry is
tantamount to all the commandments [combined], and whoever is careful with it is considered
as if he has observed them all. -[see Kid. 40a, Ned. 25a, Shev. 29a, Chul. 5a, Rashi on Num.
15:23, Deut. 12:28, Er. 69b]
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“..And make no mention of the name of the other gods, neither let it be heard out of your
mouth” (Exodus 23:13), is that a person may not say to another: Wait for me next to such and
such an object of idol worship. The meaning of the statement “neither let it be heard out of your
mouth” is that one may not vow in the name of an idol, nor affirm his statement by an oath in
its name, nor cause others, i.e., gentiles, to vow in its name or affirm their statements by an
oath in its name
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When Ulla came from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, he lodged in a place called Kalnevo. Rava
said to him: And where did the Master lodge? Ulla said to him: In Kalnevo. Rava said to him:
But isn’t it written: “And make no mention of the name of the other gods”? Kalnevo is the name
of an idol. Ulla said to him: This is what Rabbi Yohanan said: With regard to any object of idol
worship that is written in the Torah, it is permitted to mention its name. Since one may mention
the idol while reading the Torah, it is permitted to mention it altogether. Rava asked: And where
is this idol written? Ulla answered: As it is written: “Bel bows down, Nevo stoops” (Isaiah 46:1).

2,7 a7 nTay (15

TIX 'RY 277 17'K N7 NNKR N702n 'K N7 051D NTIAYA DIX) 'R OX AN DARTY DX 7R "INn
D'OIYN 191 71V TAX' NI7T71 0201071 112771 NnNY Ty [0 N 17020 a0 Ty N1 07y

MISHNA: The gentiles asked the Jewish Sages who were in Rome: If it is not God’s will that
people should engage in idol worship, why does He not elimi-nate it? The Sages said to them:
Were people worshipping only objects for which the world has no need, He would eliminate it.
But they worship the sun and the moon and the stars and the constellations. Should He
destroy His world because of the fools?
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And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh together shall see that the mouth of
the Lord spoke.
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It is analogous to a compassionate, wise and righteous father who punishes his son. Surely
the wise son should not "turn his back" to escape and find himself help, or even an intercessor
before his father, who is compassionate, righteous and merciful. Rather, he should have his
face looking straight at his father, face to face, to endure his strikes with love "For weal unto
him all the days."

Now, above, the aspect of panim (face) is that of willingness and pleasure. That is, our Father
in Heaven effuses unto His children all the good of the worlds, and life for the soul and body,
out of love and willingness, pleasure and delight, through the Torah of Life, His blessed Will,
which He gave unto us, as it is written: "For in the light of panecha (Your Face), You gave us
the Torah of Life.. ."to carry out His will with it. And of this it was said: "For in the light of the
King's Face there is life, and His will..."

To the heathens, however, He effuses the life of their bodies without willingness, pleasure, and
delight. This, therefore, is referred to as elohim acherim; for they draw from the aspect of
achurayim.

It is likewise with man: willingness and pleasure are an aspect of panim (face). When one does
not accept with love and willingness, it is as if "he turns his neck" and achor (back), Heaven
forfend.

The suggested advice (to be able) to accept with love, is the counsel of the Lord in the mouth
of our sages, of blessed memory:"to examine one's conduct." Thus one will find with himself
sins that require the purgation through afflictions. Then one will see clearly His great love
towards himself which "upsets the natural order of conduct," as in the simile of the great and
awesome king who, out of his great love, personally washes the filth from his only son, as it is
written: "When the Lord will wash the filth off the daughters of Zion ... with a spirit of justice..."
And "As waters (reflect) face to face," there will be an arousal of love in the heart of everyone
who perceives and understands the preciousness of the nature of G-d's love for the nether
beings; it is dearer and better than all the life of all the worlds, as it is written: "How precious is
Your chesed... " "For Your chesed is better than life... " For chesed [which is the aspect of love]
is the Fountainhead of the life prevalent in all the worlds, as it is written: "He sustains life
through chesed"



And then G-d, too, will give weal and make His Face shine towards him in the mode of a
manifestation of the love which at first was clothed and hidden in a manifestation of
admonition, and the gevurot shall be sweetened at their source and the judgments become
nullified, forevermore.
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And | saw that wisdom has an advantage over folly, as the advantage of light over darkness.
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The verse in Jeremiah compares the Jewish people to an olive tree: “The Lord called your
name a leafy olive tree.” Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Why were the Jewish people likened
to an olive tree? It is to tell you that just as the leaves of an olive tree never fall off, neither in
the summer nor in the rainy season, so too, the Jewish people will never be nullified, neither in
this world nor in the World-to-Come. And Rabbi Yohanan says: Why were the Jewish people
likened to an olive tree? It is to tell you that just as an olive tree brings forth its oil only by
means of crushing and breaking, so too, the Jewish people, if they sin, return to good ways
only by means of suffering.
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It is from the roots of the commandment [that] since the iniquity of killing is very weighty, as the
destruction of the world [comes] through it, to the point that they, may their memory be
blessed, said (Mishneh Torah, Laws of Murderer and the Preservation of Life 4:9) that one who
kills a soul volitionally - even if the did all of the [other] commandments - is not saved from
judgement, as it is stated (Proverbs 28:17), "A man oppressed by bloodguilt will flee to a pit; let
none give him support"; therefore it is fitting for one who killed, that since such a great mishap
as this came through his hand, that he should endure the pain of exile for it, which is almost
equal to the pain of death - as a person is separated from his friends, and from his birthplace
and [instead] dwells with strangers all of his days.
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And Abaye said: May | receive my reward because when | see a young Torah scholar who
has completed a tractate that he studied | make a feast for the Sages.

" qiyo X"1pn n'o n''n NIIX X"'n" (26

7aX NTIVOYT "W 7D | 'NIYI WA P72IX 'OIN'R NTIVOI ND0N DI'01 AN [I'T91 7' (1D NIXxN NTIYOoAl
Q7Y "OX NTI DXNIXA ' 70 | NINW21 WA 71DK7 'R NDIN2 2K '0 7N yiawal 9'oIn% K7W D¥ny? v
"M a'n

At a Mitzvah Meal (Seudas Mitzvah) like a Milah, Pidyon HaBen, a Siyum (concluding of a)
Tractate, or an Engagement Meal, we eat meat and drink wine, all those who are relevant to
the meal, but there is to minimize that one should not to add on. And on the week that Tisha
B'av is within it, there is not to eat meat or drink wine (in the above situations) except an exact
quorum (minyan). And this is allowed even the eve of Tisha B'av
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1. Tisha b'Av is forbidden for washing, anointing, wearing leather shoes, and marital relations.
It is also forbidden to read from the Torah, Nevi'im, and Ksuvim and to learn mishna and
midrash and gemara and halacha and aggada, because it says, "The precepts of God are
right, gladdening the heart" (Tehillim 19:9). Schoolchildren are idle on it. One may read lyov



and the bad things which are in Yirmiyah, but if there are between them passages of
consolation, one must skip them.
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And if you want to know [that this is so], come and see that when the Holy One, blessed be
He, showed Yechezkel the form of the [Temple], what did He say? "Describe the [Temple] to
the House of Israel; let them be ashamed of their iniquities, and measure the plan" (Ezekiel
43:10). Yehezkel [responded] to the Holy One, blessed be He, "Until now, we are put into exile
in the land of our enemies; and You say to me to go and inform Israel [about] the form of the
[Temple], and 'write [it] in their eyes, and they should preserve its form and all of its statutes
[and do them]' (Ezekiel 43:11). And are they able to do [them]? Leave them until they emerge
from the exile, and afterwards, | will go and tell them." [So] the Holy One, blessed be He, said
to Yechezkel, "And because My children are in exile, the building of My [Temple] should be
idle?" The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, "lts reading in the Torah is as great as its
building. Go and say it to them, and they will occupy themselves to read the form of the
[Temple] in the Torah. And in reward for its reading, that they occupy themselves to read about
it, | count it for them as if they were occupied with the building of the [Temple]."
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