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Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandments 11

That is that He commanded us to study Torah and to teach it. And that is His saying, "And you shall teach
them to your sons" (Deuteronomy 6:4). And it is written in the Sifrei (Sifrei Devarim 34:4), "To your sons' -
these are the students. For students are called, sons, as it is stated, (Il Kings 2:3) 'And the sons of the
prophets came forth." And there (Sifrei Devarim 34:1), it says, "And you shall teach (shinantam, which is
related here to the word, shen, tooth) them' - they shall be sharp in your mouth, so that if one questions you
about something, you will not stammer to him, but tell him forthwith." And this command was already repeated
several times - "and you shall teach them (and) [to] do them" (Deuteronomy 5:1); "in order that they shall
learn" (Deuteronomy 31:12). And the command and the encouragement of this commandment has already
been scattered throughout many places in the Talmud. And women are not obligated in it, from His saying,
"And you shall teach them to your sons" (Deuteronomy 11:19) - His saying, "your sons," and not, "your
daughters,” as it is explained in the Gemara (Kiddushin 30a).
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Mishneh Torah, Torah Study 1:1
Women, slaves, and infants are absolved from the study of the Torah; but the father is obliged to instruct his



infant son in the Torah, for it is said: "And ye shall teach them your children, talking of them" (Deut. 11.19);
but a woman is not charged to teach her son, for only one obliged to study is obliged to instruct.
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Mishneh Torah, Torah Study 1:4

One who was ambitious to pursue learning, and, at the same time, has a son whom he is obliged to instruct,
his own study comes first; if his son be diligent and intellectually more capable to grasp his studies than
himself, his son comes first. Nevertheless, he shall not completely abandon his own study, his son's
precedence notwithstanding; for, even as he is commanded to teach his son, so is he under command to
study himself.
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Deuteronomy 6:6-7

And these words that | command you today shall be upon your heart. You are to teach them to your children
and you are to discuss them, when you sit at home, and when you journey on the road, and when you go to
sleep, and when you rise.
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Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 12:4-5

The Sages and the Prophets did not long for the days of the Messiah because they wanted to rule the world
or because they wanted to have dominion over the non-Jews or because they wanted the nations to exalt
them or because they wanted to eat, drink and be merry. Rather, they desired this so that they would have
time for Torah and its Wisdom. And there would be no one who would oppress them or force them to be idle
(from Torah). This, in order that they may merit the World to Come, as we have explained regarding the Laws
of Repentance. At that time there will be no famines and no wars, no envy and no competition. For the Good
will be very pervasive. All the delicacies will be as readily available as is dust. The world will only be engaged



in knowing G-d. Then, there will be very wise people who will understand the deep, sealed matters. They will
then achieve knowledge of the Creator to as high a degree as humanly possible, as it says, “For the Earth
shall be filled of knowledge of Hashem, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 11:18

AND YOU SHALL PLACE MY WORDS [UPON YOUR HEART] — Even after you have been banished make
yourselves distinctive by means of My commands: lay Tephillin, attach Mezuzoth to your doorposts, so that
these shall not be novelties to you when you return. Similarly does it state, (Jeremiah 31:21) “Set thee up
distinguishing marks” (Sifrei Devarim 43:34).
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Pirkei Avot 3:11

Rabbi Elazar of Modi'in says: One who profanes the Kodeshim (sacred material); one who desecrates the
holidays; one who whitens (embarrasses) the face of another in public; one who nullifies the covenant of
Abraham our father, peace be upon him; one who reveals meanings in the Torah that run contrary to the law,
even though he has Torah knowledge and good deeds, he has no share in the world to come.
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Bava Metzia 85a-b

The Gemara discusses the topic of the acquisition of Torah knowledge. Rav Yehuda says that Rav says:
What is the meaning of that which is written: “Who is the wise man, that he may understand this?
And who is he to whom the mouth of Hashem has spoken, that he may declare it? Why has the land
been lost and laid waste like a wilderness, so that none passes through?” (Jeremiah 9:11). This matter,
i.e., the question: Why has the land been lost, was stated by the Sages, i.e., the wise man mentioned in
the verse, and yet they could not explain it. It was stated by the prophets, i.e., those to whom the mouth
of Hashem has spoken, and yet they could not explain it, until the Holy One, Blessed be He, Himself



explained it, as it is stated in the next verse: “And Hashem says: Because they have forsaken My
Torah which | set before them” (Jeremiah 9:12). Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: This does not mean
that the Jewish people ceased Torah study altogether; rather, they did not recite a blessing on the
Torah prior to its study
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Pirkei Avot 4:20

Elisha the son of Avuyah would say: One who learns Torah in his childhood, what is this comparable to? To
ink inscribed on fresh paper. One who learns Torah in his old age, what is this comparable to? To ink
inscribed on erased paper.

Rabbi Yossei the son of Judah of Kfar HaBavli would say: One who learns Torah from youngsters, whom is
he comparable to? To one who eats unripe grapes and drinks [unfermented] wine from the press. One who
learns Torah from the old, whom is he comparable to? To one who eats ripened grapes and drinks aged
wine.

Said Rabbi Meir: Look not at the vessel, but at what it contains. There are new vessels that are filled with
old wine, and old vessels that do not even contain new wine.
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Pirkei Avot 4:19
Samuel the Small would say: "When your enemy falls, do not rejoice; when he stumbles, let your heart not
be gladdened. Lest G-d see, and it will be displeasing in His eyes, and He will turn His wrath from him [to
you]" (Proverbs 24:17-18).
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Berakhot 28b

MISHNA: In addition to the halakhot relating to the fixed prayers, the Gemara relates: Rabbi Nehunya ben
Hakana would recite a brief prayer upon his entrance into the study hall and upon his exit. They said
to him: The study hall is not a dangerous place that would warrant a prayer when entering and exiting, so
what room is there for this prayer? He said to them: Upon my entrance, | pray that no mishap will
transpire caused by me in the study hall. And upon my exit, | give thanks for my portion. GEMARA: The
Sages taught in a baraita the complete formula of Rabbi Nehunya ben Hakana’s prayer: Upon his entrance,
what does he say? May it be Your will, Lord my G-d, that no mishap in determining the halakha
transpires caused by me, and that | not fail in any matter of halakha, and that my colleagues, who
together with me engage in clarifying the halakha, will rejoice in me. He specified: And that | will neither
declare pure that which is impure, nor declare impure that which is pure and that my colleagues will
not fail in any matter of halakha, and that | will rejoice in them.
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Eruvin 13b

Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said: For three years Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagreed. These
said: The halakha is in accordance with our opinion, and these said: The halakha is in accordance
with our opinion. Ultimately, a Divine Voice emerged and proclaimed: Both these and those are the
words of the living G-d. However, the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Beit Hillel.
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Kiddushin 30b

Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba says: Even a father and his son, or a rabbi and his student, who are engaged
in Torah together in one gate become enemies with each other due to the intensity of their studies. But
they do not leave there until they love each other, as it is stated in the verse discussing the places the
Jewish people engaged in battle in the wilderness: “Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of Hashem,
Vahev in Suphah [beSufa], and the valleys of Arnon” (Numbers 21:14). The word “vaheVv” is interpreted as
related to the word for love, ahava. Additionally, do not read this as “in Suphah [beSufa]”; rather, read it
as “at its end [besofa],” i.e., at the conclusion of their dispute they are beloved to each other.
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Yevamot 14b
Beit Shammai did not refrain from marrying women from Beit Hillel, nor did Beit Hillel refrain from marrying
women from Beit Shammai. This serves to teach you that they practiced affection and camaraderie between
them, to fulfill that which is stated: “Love truth and peace” (Zechariah 8:19).



