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May the Lord God of your forefathers add to you a thousandfold as many as you are, and may
He bless you, as He spoke concerning you!
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May... add to you a thousandfold as many as you are: What is [the purpose of] repeating
further [in the verse]: “And He will bless you, as He has spoken concerning you?” They [the
Israelites] said to him, “Moses, you are limiting our blessings [i.e., our numbers being multiplied
only a thousandfold]. The Holy One, blessed is He, already promised to Abraham (Gen.
13:16), 'so that if a man will be able to count [the dust of the earth, so will your seed be
counted]!”” [Moses] replied to them: “This [blessing of a thousandfold] is mine, but He will bless
you as He spoke concerning you!” (Sifrei)

190 (3

N'02N N"1PN .1D12NY 17 'YK 'R ,NYN 1120 17 NNX - D'MY9 97X 02D 0O'7y q'oI' DD'MIAX 'N7XR N
N9V WAT DX 'MNYI (3' N'WUXRID) ,0'YN 012D AT NIXK 'NINIE (1D N'WUXRIL) K LI1'AX DNNAX DX
N1 TNY NRX7 )X N'DLL|0R 217 2'DEL,N2N 00D 17 I'NW Y707 Ywn 71'NID12%7 naxp [N AnNRE L YIRD
ST TY XONVIDK NINN 1N XX IDNIR 721201 TIY KIN - 22 T2 '021 DX NN IR OX X .0
D L17wn 17 N1 Ty T2 XaX "7 DAY aNTE 90N 7 N IX9NVIOKYT 17 NKR LNXIND AN 7Tanwn
72 N7 ymw XD N - 1ax )7 NNY NN 72K 9un KIR7 ' XY - 37 M nn 93 007 X anono
72T IWND DONK N2'1 .007 W' wn IT - D'MY9 97X 01D DDV qOoI' DI'N7XR N KW nwn DnY X

22N D'MYN 221221 0N AT ,NNTX 'NNXDI 0N 71IND - 009



(Devarim 1:11) "May the L-rd, the G-d of your fathers, add to you, such as you, a thousand
times!" They said to him: Our teacher, Moses, we do not want you to bless us. The Holy One
Blessed be He promised Abraham our father (Bereshith 22:17) "... and multiply, will | multiply
your seed as the stars of the heavens, and | will make your seed like the sand on the
seashore" — and you set a limit to our blessing! He answered: This is my (blessing). An
analogy: A king had many possessions and a young son, and he (the king) had to go abroad.
He said: If | leave my possessions in the hand of my son, he will squander them. So saying, he
appointed a caretaker (for his possessions) until his son would grow up and he (the caretaker)
gave him (his son) enough of his own for his sustenance — whereupon the son cried: Is this all
the silver and gold that my father has left me? And the caretaker: Everything | have given you
is mine. What your father left for you is in keeping for you. Thus did Moses say to Israel: "May
the L-rd, the G-d of your fathers, add to you, such as you, a thousand times." This is my
(blessing to you). As far as yours is concerned, (Ibid.) "and may He bless you as He spoke to
you" — as the sand of the seas, and the dust of the earth, and as the fish of the ocean, and as
the stars of the heavens, in abundance.
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The reason their testimony would have determined the ruling is that one hundred dinars is
subsumed within two hundred, i.e., testimony concerning a large sum includes testimony
concerning a smaller sum.
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That | will surely bless you, and | will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and
as the sand that is on the seashore, and your descendants will inherit the cities of their

enemies.
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And You said, 'l will surely do good with you, and | will make your seed [as numerous] as the
sand of the sea, which cannot be counted because of multitude."
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And Joseph gathered grain like the sand of the sea, in great abundance, until [one] stopped
counting, because there was no number.

"wn (11
X7 XN DT NN11907 19100 17 77N D TY 1907 7T D Ty

until [one] stopped counting: Until the one who counted stopped counting. This is an elliptical
verse. [The subject of 710 is missing.]
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The discussion above pertaining to the distance that an average person can walk in a day is
based on the assumption that he walks five mil between dawn and sunrise. The Gemara
brings support for this assumption. Rava said: The size of the world is six thousand parasangs,
and the thickness of the firmament is one thousand parasangs. One of these measurements
with regard to the size of the world is a tradition, and one of the measurements is based upon
Rava’s own reasoning.
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Upon which you are lying: (Chullin ad loc.) The Holy One, blessed be He, folded the entire
Land of Israel under him. He hinted to him that it would be as easily conquered by his children
(as four cubits, which represent the area a person takes up [when lying down]). [From Chullin
91b]
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Ulla said: | myself saw that place, and it could not hold even six hundred thousand reeds, all
the more so that number of people. A certain heretic said to Rabbi Hanina: You lie with your
exorbitant exaggerations. Rabbi Hanina said to him: With regard to Eretz Yisrael it is written:
Land of the deer (see Jeremiah 3:19). Just as the skin of a deer cannot hold its flesh, for after
the animal is skinned, its hide shrinks, so too, with regard to Eretz Yisrael, when it is settled, it
expands, but when it is not settled, it contracts. This explains how a place that is so small
today could have been so highly populated prior to the Temple’s destruction.
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And | will make your seed like the dust of the earth, so that if a man will be able to count the
dust of the earth, so will your seed be counted.
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That if a man will be able: Just as it is impossible for the dust to be counted, so will your seed
not be counted
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Thus R. Isaac Luria, of blessed memory, wrote that it is only in these latter generations that it is
permitted and a duty to reveal this science, but not so in the earlier generations.
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And the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which shall neither be
measured nor counted; and it shall come to pass that, instead of saying to them, "You are not
My people," it shall be said to them, "The children of the living God."
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