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Deuteronomy 29:9-14

(9) You stand this day, all of you, before Hashem your God—your tribal heads, your elders and your officials,
all the men of Israel, (10) your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper
to water drawer— (11) to enter into the covenant of Hashem your God, which Hashem your God is concluding
with you this day, with its sanctions; (12) to the end that He may establish you this day as His people and be
your God, as He promised you and as He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (13) | make this
covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone, (14) but both with those who are standing here with us this
day before Hashem our God and with those who are not with us here this day.
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 29:9
naxa onx YE ARE STANDING THIS DAY [ALL OF YOU BEFORE HASHEM] — This teaches that Moses

assembled them in the presence of the Omnipresent on the day of his death, in order to initiate them into a
covenant with Him.
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3. Rashi on Deuteronomy 29:12

And He will be for you a God. Because he spoke to you, and swore to your forefathers not to exchange
their posterity for some other nation; He thus binds you with these oaths, so that you won’t incite Him, as He
and you are inseparable. Until this point, my interpretation has followed the plain meaning of the text.
According to Midrash Agadah: Why is the chapter of “You stand” adjacent to the imprecations? Because,
when the Israelites heard nearly one hundred imprecations, besides the forty nine in Toras Kohanim, their
faces blanched, and they said, ‘Who can survive these”? Moshe began soothing them. You stand, this day.
You have greatly angered the Omnipresent, yet He has not destroyed you, you have endured before Him.

This day. Like the day which endures, turning dark, but then brightening. So has He given you light, and so
shall He give you light in the future; while the imprecations and the suffering sustain you, and stand you
before Him. The chapter above this, as well, is conciliatory, “You have seen everything, etc.” Another
interpretation: You stand. Because the Israelites were passing from one leader to the next — from Moshe to
Yehoshua — therefore, he arranged, for them, a standing assembly, in order to exhort them. Yehoshua did
the same, and so did Shmuel — “Stand, and | shall censure you” — when they passed from his tutelage, and
entered into the tutelage of Shaul.
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Deuteronomy 29:1-9

Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: You have seen all that Hashem did before your very eyes in
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his courtiers and to his whole country: the wondrous feats that you
saw with your own eyes, those prodigious signs and marvels. Yet to this day Hashem has not given you a
mind to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. | led you through the wilderness forty years; the clothes
on your back did not wear out, nor did the sandals on your feet; you had no bread to eat and no wine or other
intoxicant to drink—that you might know that | Hashem am your God. When you reached this place, King



Sihon of Heshbon and King Og of Bashan came out to engage us in battle, but we defeated them. We took
their land and gave it to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh as their heritage.
Therefore observe faithfully all the terms of this covenant, that you may succeed in all that you undertake.

You stand this day, all of you, before Hashem your God—your tribal heads, your elders and your officials, all
the men of Israel...
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 29:3

ntn oirn v UNTO THIS DAY — | have heard that on the day when Moses gave the Book of the Law to the
sons of Levi, as it is written, (Deuteronomy 31:9) “And he gave it to the priests the sons of Levi”, all Israel
came before Moses and said to him: Teacher Moses, we, too, stood at Sinai and accepted the Torah, and it
was given to us; why, then, do you give the people of your tribe control over it, that they may tomorrow say
to us, “Not to you was it given, but to us was it given”? Moses rejoiced at this matter and in reference to this
he said to them, (Deuteronomy 27:9) “This day have you become the people [of Hashem thy God]”, meaning,
Only this day have | come to understand that you are attached to and have a desire for the Omnipresent.
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Numbers 16:27

They withdraw from the dwelling of Korach, Dasan and Avirom, and all around; and Dasan and Avirom went
out, and stood at the door of their tents with their wives, children and infants.

Rashi: ...The word nra¥a (stood) suggests that they stood with erect stature in a challenging attitude, ready
to revile and to curse. The phrase is similar in meaning to (I Samuel 17:16) “And he stationed himself (2x'n1)
there for forty days”, which occurs in the story of Goliath (Midrash Tanchuma, Korach 3).



