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Chukas: Moshe and the Parah Adumah - A Unique
Association

Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson
From the Sichos in English Collection

The Torah portion of Chukas begins with G‑d saying to Moshe:1 “Speak to the Jewish people and have them bring you a
parah adumah temimah, a completely red cow….”

Our Sages note2 that G‑d insisted that the parah adumah be brought to Moshe because “all the parah adumos shall
cease, but yours shall remain forever.” This was of great import to all subsequent parah adumos , for the priests who
made the future parah adumos all sanctified themselves from the ashes of Moshe’s parah adumah.3 This is why all
parah adumos are known by Moshe’s name.4

This unique relationship is also stressed in the explanation for the commandment of parah adumah : Only to Moshe did
G‑d reveal the divine rationale behind parah adumah — “to you I shall reveal the reason of parah adumah.”5

Why is there such a special relationship between the parah adumah and Moshe?

The parah adumah brought about atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf.6 The commentators explain7 the connection
between atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf and purification from the impurity that comes from contact with the
dead (the simple reason for the parah adumah) thus:

Were it not for the sin of the Golden Calf, the Jewish people would have been freed from death.8 For at the time the
Torah was given, the Jews were freed from death.9 It was only because of the sin of the Golden Calf that the nation
again became subject to dying.10 Thus, the sin of the Golden calf was a cause of death, and hence also of the impurity
that results from death.

This, then, is the connection between atonement for the sin of the Golden Calf and purification from the defilement that
comes from contact with the dead.

According to the above, we can better understand the statement of the Rambam11 that “nine parah adumos were made
from the time they were given this command until the destruction of the second Beis HaMikdash. The first was made by
Moshe … the tenth will be made by King Moshiach.”

Why does the Rambam find it necessary to number the parah adumos offered throughout the generations? Moreover,
why does he single out the tenth from all the other offerings found in the prophecy of Yechezkel12 and specify that it
will be made by King Moshiach?

The Rambam is hinting at the fact that complete purification brought about through the parah adumah will only come
about through Moshiach; only then will complete atonement have been granted for the sin of the Golden Calf.13

At the time of Moshiach, and only then, will there be complete purification from the impurity that results from contact
with death. For at that time death will cease, as the verse states14 with regard to that period: “Death will be swallowed
up forever.”15
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This is alluded to in the Rambam’ s statement that “the tenth will be made by King Moshiach,” for the number 1016 is a
sign of fulfillment and completion, and the completed state of purification brought about by the parah adumah will only
be realized with the parah adumah offered by Moshiach.

In light of the above, we also understand the unique relationship between the parah adumah and Moshe:

The fundamental action of the parah adumah is not the negation of impurity, but the negation of its very cause —
death. This requires Moshe’s power, for we find that only “Moshe’s handiwork is eternal,”17 and “Moshe did not die …
just as in the past he served, now as well….”18

Therefore the ability of all subsequent parah adumos to purify depended on the ashes of Moshe’s, for the ultimate
power of the parah adumah’s purification (freedom from death, or eternal life) is connected with Moshe’s eternality.

Based on Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XXXIII, pp. 127-129.
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