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Nothing More Whole than a Broken Heart:

Why Moshe Broke the Tablets
The Fusion between Self-Esteem & Vulnerability
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Nothing more Wholesome than a Broken Heart €)

Exodus 34:1

The LORD said to Moses: “Carve two tablets of
stone like the first, and I will inscribe upon the
tablets the words that were on the first tablets,
which you shattered.

Rashi on Exodus 34:1:2

Another explanation of 77 709 is: 17 709 HEW
THYSELF — thou hast broken the first tablets, do
thou therefore hew others. A parable: this may be
compared to a king who travelled to a remote
country (more lit., to a province over-sea) leaving
his betrothed at home with her handmaids.
Through the immoral conduct of her handmaids
she also gained a bad reputation (more lit., there
went forth against her an evil name). Her
bridesman arose and tore up the marriage-contract
saying: If the king proposes to kill her I shall say to
him, “She is not yet thy wife” (the marriage
contract which might have served as evidence
being destroyed. The king made enquiry, found
that the immorality had been only on the hand
maids’ side and became reconciled with her. Her
bridesman then said to the king, “Write another
marriage contract for her because the first has
been torn up”. Whereupon the king replied: You
tore it up; do you therefore purchase for her new
paper and I will write it for her in My
handwriting. So, here, too: the King is the Holy
One blessed be He, the handmaids are the mixed
multitude, the bride’s friend is Moses, and the
betrothed of the Holy One, blessed be He, is Israel
— therefore it is said 17 709, “Hew thyself the new
tablets” (Midrash Tanchuma 3:9:30).

Bava Batra 14b:1

the broken pieces of the first set of tablets,
which were placed in the Ark. Having cited the
baraita, the Gemara now presents its objection to
what was taught earlier with regard to the
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dimensions of a Torah scroll: And if it should
enter your mind to say, as Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi
held, that the circumference of a Torah scroll
is six handbreadths, now since any cylindrical
object having a circumference of three
handbreadths has a diameter of one
handbreadth, a Torah scroll with a
circumference of six handbreadths has a diameter
of two handbreadths. And since a Torah scroll is
wound to the middle, since it is rolled from both
sides, it must take up more than two
handbreadths due to the space between the
sheets of parchment and the double rolling.
According to Rabbi Meir, who says that the Torah
scroll was placed inside the ark, how did the scroll
fit in the remaining two handbreadths [pushkei]
of space in the Ark?

Bava Batra 14b:6

The Gemara inquires: And doesn’t the other
Sage, Rabbi Meir, also require it for that? The
Gemara answers: Yes, it is indeed so. Rather,
from where does he derive that the broken
pieces of the first set of tablets were placed in
the Ark? The Gemara expounds: He derives this
from that which Rav Yosef taught, as Rav
Yosef taught a baraita: The verses state: “At that
time the Lord said to me: Hew for yourself two
tablets of stone like the first...and I will write on
the tablets the words that were on the first tablets,
which you broke, and you shall put them in
the Ark” (Deuteronomy 10:1-2). This teaches
that both the second set of tablets and the
broken pieces of the first set of tablets were
placed in the Ark.

Bava Batra 14b:7

The Gemara asks: And what does the other one,
Rabbi Yehuda, learn from this verse? The Gemara
answers: He requires it for that which Reish
Lakish teaches, as Reish Lakish says: What is
the meaning of that which is stated: “The first
tablets, which you broke [asher shibbartal’?
These words allude to the fact that God approved
of Moses’ action, as if the Holy One, Blessed be
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He, said to Moses: May your strength be
straight [yishar kohakha] because you broke
them.

Deuteronomy 10:1

Thereupon the LORD said to me, “Carve out two
tablets of stone like the first, and come up to Me
on the mountain; and make an ark of wood.

Deuteronomy 10:2

[ will inscribe on the tablets the commandments
that were on the first tablets that you smashed, and
you shall deposit them in the ark.”

Chiddushei Ramban on Bava Batra 14a:4

Shemot Rabbah 46:1

...He started feeling bad that he broke the tablets,
G-d told him: Do not feel bad about the first
tablets, for they only contained the ten
commandments, however in the second tablets I
will give you, that they will have Halcaha Midrash
and Agadah, this is what is said: (Job 11): T will tell
you hidden wisdom for it shall be double
comforting
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Pirkei Avot 4:20

Elisha ben Abuyah said: He who learns when a
child, to what is he compared? To ink written
upon a new writing sheet. And he who learns
when an old man, to what is he compared? To ink
written on a rubbed writing sheet. Rabbi Yose ben
Judah a man of Kfar Ha-babli said: He who learns
from the young, to what is he compared? To one
who eats unripe grapes, and drinks wine from his
vat; And he who learns from the old, to what is he
compared? To one who eats ripe grapes, and
drinks old wine. Rabbi said: don’t look at the
container but at that which is in it: there is a new
container full of old wine, and an old [container]
in which there is not even new [wine].

Menachot 99a:14

Reish Lakish says: Sometimes

Menachot 99b:1

the apparent dereliction of the study of Torah is
its foundation, e.g., if one breaks off his studies
in order to participate in a funeral or a wedding
procession. This is derived from a verse, as it is
“And the Lord said to Moses: Hew for
yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and I

written:
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will write upon the tablets the words that were on
the first tablets, which [asher] you broke”
(Exodus 34:1). The word “asher” is an allusion to
the fact that that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
said to Moses: Your strength is true [yishar
kohakha] in that you broke the tablets, as the
breaking of the first tablets led to the foundation of
the Torah through the giving of the second tablets.

Eruvin 54a:21

Similarly, Rav Mattana said: What is the
meaning of that which is written: “The well
that the princes dug out, that the nobles of the
people delved, with the scepter, with their staves.
And from the wilderness they went to
Mattanah” (Numbers 21:18)? If a person makes
himself humble like this wilderness, which is
open to all and upon which everyone treads,
his Torah study will endure and be given to him
as a gift [mattana]. And if not, his Torah study
will not endure.

Siddur Ashkenaz, Festivals, Shalosh Regalim,
Amida for Maariv, Shacharit, Mincha,
Sanctity of the Day 1

You have chosen us from all the Nations. You
loved us and Desired us. You raised us from
among all Languages and sanctified us with your
mitzvot. You brought us closer to you our King.
To serve your great and holy Name you called us.

Siddur Ashkenaz, Shabbat, Maariv, Amidah,

Concluding Passage 1
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Yoma 21a:8

The Gemara asks: And were there no more
miracles in the Temple? But didn’t Rabbi Levi
say that this matter is a tradition that we
received from our ancestors: The place of the
Ark of the Covenant is not included in the
measurement of the Holy of Holies. Based on
that measurement, the Ark should not have fit
inside the hall. The Holy of Holies measured
twenty cubits by twenty cubits (see I Kings 6), and
a baraita states that there were ten cubits of space
on either side of the Ark. Therefore, it was only
through a miracle that the Ark fit in the Holy of
Holjes. And Rabbenai said that Shmuel said: It
was through a miracle that the cherubs that
Solomon placed in the Holy of Holies would
stand. Their wingspan was twenty cubits, and
since the length of the chamber was the same,
there was no room for the bodies of the cherubs.
There were additional miracles performed in the
Temple.
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Miss Hirschowitz

Why did Moshe break the Luchos?

Nothing more wholesome than a Broken heart @

Farbrengen Parshas Ki Sisa / Purim 1985

Why did Moshe break the Luchos?
Rashi:

What is the question on Rashi, why does the breaking of Luchos still pose
difficul t?

Bava Basra:

What can we learn from the superfluous word ‘Asher’?

What was done with the first broken luchos?

Shemos Rabbah:

How did Hashem comfort Moshe after breaking the luchos?




Miss Hirschowitz

Questions:
1. Why did Moshe have to break them, not hide them?
2. Something positive about the broken tablet, Hashem wants them in the
holy of holies, why?

3. Why were the second ones better?

It was necessary to break the Luchos! But why?

Mishna Avos:

What is Elisha Ben Abuyah recognizing the nature of subjective inherent bias?

Eruvin:

Why is humility significant when studying the Torah?

Siddur:
Why was it difficult for the Jewish people to receive and accept the Torah

wholly at Matan Torah?

What is the advantage of brokenness?




Miss Hirschowitz

Yoma:

What can we learn from the space issue in regard to the Aron?

Why did the broken Luchos need to be in the Aron?

Confidence vs Vulnerability (humility) can it coexist?

Why was it so important for the luchos to be broken?

What does this teach us in the way we approach Torah in our practical life?
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