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There are 2 Elements in Chessed: 1) That the recipient receives what he needs. 
2) That the giver acts in a kind manner.  

Usually, the more important element is the recipient. Here we will see that 
when it comes to Hachnasas Orchim we take a novel approach. 

Introduction 1  

The Rambam emphasizes “escorting guests,” not the regular and more inclusive 
expression “hosting guests,” to emphasize that Hachnasas Orchim must be 
done with all the heart, showing care and attention to the guest. This is 
expressed by accompanying the guest as he goes on his way. (See 6). 

  (הלכה א':הל' אבל פי"ד, )
ם   יהֶׁ ל דִבְרֵׂ ֶׁ ה ש  מִצְוַת עֲש ֵׂ

ר חוֹלִים  לְבַק ֵׂ
וֹת הָאוֹרְחִים . .    לְלַו   ו 

2  

The reward for accompanying is greater than all, meaning that it affects 
everything is else that is done (providing food and drink, etc.), as will be 
explained. 

וָיָה  :('בהלכה ) ְ כַר הַל  ש ְ
ֹל.  ה מִן הַכ   מְרֻב ֶׁ

3  

This is the statute that Avraham established and the manner of kindness he 
conducted, to perform the Mitzvah of Hachnasas Orchim with kindness, care 
and attention to the guest, they should feel cared about. 

חֲקָקוֹ אַבְרָהָם   ֶׁ א הַחֹק ש  וְהו 
הַג   נ ָ ֶׁ ד ש  סֶׁ ךְ הַחֶׁ רֶׁ אָבִינו  וְדֶׁ

ה    ,ב ָ
4  

How did he do that? Together with providing food and drink, he would also 
accompany them on their way. (See 6). 

רָכִים,   י ד ְ מַאֲכִיל עוֹבְרֵׂ
ה אוֹתָן.  מְלַו ֶׁ ה אוֹתָן, ו  קֶׁ ְ מַש   ו 

5  

The importance of accompanying is not just that they be protected from 
predators along the way (Talmud Sotah 46b), but also that the guest should 
know that they are cared for. When the guest is not accompanied, they feel 
that they are imposing and it is embarrassing to them, to the point that they 
become pale in the face, which is a form of “spilling blood.” 

הַכְנָסָתָן.   ר מֵׂ יָם, יוֹתֵׂ ו  וְלִו 
ינוֹ   אֵׂ ֶׁ ל ש  אָמְרו  חֲכָמִים: כ ָ
מִים ךְ ד ָ וֹפֵׂ ו  ש  אִל  ה כ ְ  .מְלַו ֶׁ

6  

As explained, the most important part of the Mitzva 
is on the host to make the guest feel welcome. 
Since Avraham hosted appropriately (They 
especially appreciated the attention from someone 
who was so precious, and bottul, to Hashem), he 
was fulfilling the Mitzva, even though they weren’t 
real humans. 

How could Avraham walk 
away from the Shechina, 
if the guests weren’t 
even real (they were 
angels)?   גְדוֹלָה הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִים ו 

כִינָה ְ י ש  נֵׂ ְ לַת פ  הַקְב ָ  ,מֵׂ

7  

The Mitzva is more about the actions of the host, 
and Avraham showed us that he did his part 
properly, we can be use this as a lesson for future 
generations. 

How could we learn a 
Halacha from Hachnasas 
Orchim that isn’t real? 

8  

The fact that he was able to see – notice and pay 
attention – to the three men, even though he was 
sitting with Hashem, tells us that it was the most 
important thing to do. 

What is the proof from 
this Passuk? 

ה  ָ לֹש  ְ ה ש  רְא וְהִנ ֵׂ אֱמַר "וַי ַ נ ֶׁ ֶׁ ש 
ים ִ  "...אֲנָש 

9  

Since the Rambam wants to emphasize the 
importance of caring for your guest from the very 
first moment, the Rambam uses this Passuk that 
shows how Avraham paid attention to his guests as 
soon as he saw them. 

Why does the Rambam 
change from the Passuk 
used by the Gemara? 

10  

 



ד: הל' אבל פרק י"רמב"ם    

לִים, א.  ם אֲבֵׂ לְנַחֵׂ ר חוֹלִים, ו  ם לְבַק ֵׂ יהֶׁ ל דִבְרֵׂ ֶׁ ה ש  מִצְוַת עֲש ֵׂ
וֹת הָאוֹרְחִים, וְלַעֲסֹק  לְלַו  ה, ו  ל ָ לְהַכְנִיס הַכ ַ ת, ו  לְהוֹצִיא הַמ ֵׂ ו 

רָה בו  י הַק ְ כָל צָרְכ ֵׂ פוֹ,  . .  ב ְ גו  ב ְ ֶׁ ת חֲסָדִים ש  מִילו  ן ג ְ ו  הֵׂ ל  וְאֵׂ
י  ם, הֲרֵׂ יהֶׁ בְרֵׂ ו  מִד ִ ל  ל מִצְוֹת אֵׂ כ ָ ֶׁ י ש  ִ ר. אַף עַל פ  עו  ִ ם ש  ין לָהֶׁ אֵׂ ֶׁ ש 
בָרִים  ל הַד ְ מוֹךָ" )ויקרא יט, יח(. כ ָ עֲךָ כ ָ כְלַל "וְאָהַבְת ָ לְרֵׂ ן ב ִ הֵׂ

רִים, ו  אוֹתָם לְךָ אֲחֵׂ עֲש  י ַ ֶׁ ה ש  ה רוֹצֶׁ אַת ָ ֶׁ ה   ש  ה אוֹתָן אַת ָ עֲש ֵׂ
בַמִצְוֹת וֹרָה ו  ת   .לְאָחִיךָ ב ַ

It is a positive commandment of Rabbinic origin1 to visit 

the sick, comfort mourners, to prepare for a 

funeral,2 prepare a bride,3 accompany guests, attend to 

all the needs of a burial . . These are deeds of kindness 

that one carries out with his person that have no 

limit.5 Although all these mitzvot are of Rabbinic origin, 

they are included in the Scriptural commandment: “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.”6   

חֲקָקוֹ אַבְרָהָם . ב ֶׁ א הַחֹק ש  ֹל. וְהו  ה מִן הַכ  וָיָה מְרֻב ֶׁ ְ כַר הַל  ש ְ
ה   הַג ב ָ נ ָ ֶׁ ד ש  סֶׁ ךְ הַחֶׁ רֶׁ ה  -אָבִינו  וְדֶׁ קֶׁ ְ מַש  רָכִים, ו  י ד ְ מַאֲכִיל עוֹבְרֵׂ

י  נֵׂ ְ לַת פ  הַקְב ָ גְדוֹלָה הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִים מֵׂ ה אוֹתָן. ו  מְלַו ֶׁ אוֹתָן, ו 
אֱמַ  נ ֶׁ ֶׁ כִינָה, ש  ְ ים..." )בראשית יח, ש  ִ ה אֲנָש  ָ לשֹ  ְ ה ש  רְא וְהִנ ֵׂ ר "וַי ַ

 .ב(

The reward one receives for accompanying guests is 

greater than all of the others.8 This is a statute 

which Abraham our Patriarch instituted and the path of 

kindness which he would follow. He would feed 

wayfarers, provide them with drink, and accompany 

them.9 Showing hospitality for guests surpasses 

receiving the Divine Presence as it states: “And he saw 

and behold there were three people.”10 

ו    אִל  ה כ ְ ינוֹ מְלַו ֶׁ אֵׂ ֶׁ ל ש  הַכְנָסָתָן. אָמְרו  חֲכָמִים: כ ָ ר מֵׂ יָם, יוֹתֵׂ ו  וְלִו 
מִים ךְ ד ָ וֹפֵׂ  .ש 

Accompanying them is greater than showing them 

hospitality. Our Sages said:11 “Whoever does not 

accompany them is considered as if he shed blood.” 
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