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The Holy One, blessed be He, however, befriended Israel and called them his possessions,
inheritance, (and) portion, as it is said: For the portion of the Lord is His people Jacob, the lot of
Hisinheritance (Deut. 32:9); and ye shall be Mine own treasure among all the peoples (Exod. 19:5);
and T have planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed (Jer. 2:21). Why did the Holy One, blessed
be He, concern Himself from the very beginning of time with the genealogies of the nations? This
may be likened to a king who dropped a pearl into sand and pebbles. The king was compelled to
search the sand and the pebbles to recover the pearl. As soon as he recovered the pearl, however,
he discarded the sand and the pebbles, for he was only interested in retrieving the pearl.
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Similarly, the Holy One, blessed be He, devoted Himself superficially to the earlier generations,
and then ignored them. He mentioned Adam, Seth, Enoch, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, etc. (I Chron.
1:1-2), and also the second ten generations, Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, etc. (ibid. 1:24), so that a
child could take the Bible and read about the ten generations from Adam to Noah at a single
sitting, and also about the ten generations from Noah to Abraham at one time. But when he
reached the section dealing with the pearls, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he would have to apply
himself diligently in reading about them. That is why the section on Elephaz the son of Esau is
included in this chapter.
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Jacob dwelt: Scripture described Esau’s settlements and his generations, [but only| briefly,
because they were not distinguished nor important enough to elaborate on [in detail] how they
settled and the order of their wars, [or| how they drove out the Horites. [In contrast] it (Scripture)
elaborates at length on the settlements of Jacob and his generations, and all the events that
brought these about, since they were [considered] important [enough] to the Omnipresent to
dwell upon at length. Similarly, you find regarding the ten generations from Adam to Noah: So-
and-so begot so-and-so, but when it (Scripture) reached Noah, it dwelt upon him at length.
Likewise, with the ten generations from Noah to Abraham, it dealt [only] briefly with them, but
when it reached Abraham, it dwelt upon him at length. This can be compared to a pearl that falls
into the sand: A person searches in the sand and sifts it with a sieve until he finds the pearl, and
when he finds it, he casts the pebbles from his hand and keeps the pearl.
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These are the generations of Jacob: And these are those of the generations of Jacob. These are their
settlements and their wanderings until they came to settle. The first cause [of their wanderings]:
when Joseph was seventeen years old, etc. Through this [the events that unfolded], they wandered
and descended to Egypt. This is according to the plain explanation of the verse, putting everything
In its proper perspective.
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And these are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the children
of Israel:
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And these are the names of the chieftains of Esau: who were called by the names of their provinces
after Hadar died and their kingdom had ceased. The first ones mentioned above (verses 15-19) are
the names of their generations, and so it is delineated in (I Chronicles 1: 51): And Hadar [sic] died,
and the chiefs of Edom were Chief Timna, etc."
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And he throws the pebbles: after we begin discussing Yakkov, we do not discuss Eisav anymore,
as he was cast away, similar to pebbles...
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Now, let my master go ahead before his servant, and I will move [at] my own slow pace, according
to the pace of the work that is before me and according to the pace of the children, until T come to
my master, to Seir."
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And saviors shall ascend Mt. Zion to judge the mountain of Esau, and the Lord shall have the
kingdom.
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For then I will convert the peoples to a pure language that all of them call in the name of the Lord,
to worship Him of one accord.
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And the house of Jacob shall be fire and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau shall
become stubble, and they shall ignite them and consume them, and the house of Esau shall have
no survivors, for the Lord has spoken.
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And strangers shall stand and pasture your sheep, and foreigners shall be your plowmen and your
vinedressers.
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And the Lord said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two kingdoms will separate from

your innards, and one kingdom will become mightier than the other kingdom, and the elder will
serve the younger.
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The Gemara relates: Rabba bar Sheila found Elijah the prophet, who had appeared to him. He said
to Elijah: What is the Holy One, Blessed be He, doing? Elijah said to him: He is stating halakhot
transmitted by all of the Sages, but in the name of Rabbi Meir He will not speak. He said to him:
Why? He replied: Because he learned halakhot from the mouth of Aher. He said to him: Why
should he be judged unfavorably for that? Rabbi Meir found a pomegranate and ate its contents
while throwing away its peel. He said to him: Indeed, your defense has been heard above. Now
God is saying: My son, Meir, says: When a person suffers, e.g., by receiving lashes or the death
penalty at the hands of the court, how does the Divine Presence express itself? Woe is Me from
My head, woe is Me from My arm, as God empathizes with the sufferer. If the Holy One, Blessed
be He, suffers to such an extent over the blood of the wicked, how much more so does He suffer
over the blood of the righteous that is spilled.
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And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth has become full of
robbery because of them, and behold I am destroying them from the earth.
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Rabbi Levi and the Rabbis: Rabbi Levi said anyone who it says about him "Was', saw a new world.
Rabbi Shemuel said there are five: Noah, yesterday "water wore away the stones" (Job 14:19), as
Rabbi Levi said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan even the lower millstones were erased by the
water, and here you say, "The sons of Noah who exited from the ark were," (Genesis 9:18) How
could this bel? Rather he saw a new world.
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So long as the earth exists, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and
night shall not cease."
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And he planted an eishel in Beer-Sheba, and he called there in the name of the Lord, the God of
the world.
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4And also the nation that they will serve will T judge, and afterwards they will go forth with great
possessions.
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It came to pass at the end of four hundred and thirty years, and it came to pass in that very day:
[This] tells [us] that as soon as the end [of this period] arrived, the Omnipresent did not keep
them [even] as long as the blink of an eye. On the fifteenth of Nissan, the angels came to Abraham

to bring him tidings. On the fifteenth of Nissan Isaac was born; on the fifteenth of Nissan the
decree of “between the parts” was decreed. — [from Mechilta]
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As in the days of your exodus from the land of Egypt, I will show him wonders.



21" "8 nanwn mabn o”am (21

niwy? YXIW? 7i9W 170 101N 9227 .NBWND KON PONII DX PRI N2WRD Dy 1% 199 X030 DD
Ny 2 5 9ma7) 31 "0M27A 92 1"731 X203 Y (X D 072T) NI 1"7&3: 10 T2 1M5) 702 NN
Y "ijzg N Ay (3 5 0°927) "Pa5N "N TY

All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only be redeemed through
Teshuvah.

The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will repent towards the end of her exile
and, immediately, she will be redeemed as [Deuteronomy 30:1-3] states: "There shall come a time
when [you will experience] all these things... and you will return to God, your Lord.... God, your
Lord, will bring back your [captivity]”.
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a land the Lord, your God, looks after; the eyes of Lord your God are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year to the end of the year.



