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At that time, the Lord said to me, "Hew for yourself two stone tablets like the first ones and
come up to Me onto the mountain, and make for yourself a wooden ark,
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§ Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: Moses became wealthy only from the waste
remaining from hewing the Tablets of the Covenant, as it is stated: “Hew for you two tablets of
stone like the first” (Exodus 34:1). “Hew for you” means that their waste shall be yours. As the
tablets were crafted from valuable gems, their remnants were similarly valuable.
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MISHNA: Strands of wool that the launderer removes from the garment belong to him, as it
can be assumed that the customer is uninterested in them, but strands that the carder, i.e., one
who prepares wool for use as a textile, removes belong to the customer, as it is assumed that
the customer would want them, since the carder often removes a significant number of
strands. A launderer takes three threads that were inserted at the edge of a garment, and they
are his, but with regard to more threads than this, these additional threads belong to the
customer. If these were black threads on a white garment, he takes all of them and they are
his. As the removal of the threads improves the appearance of the garment, the customer does
not want them.
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In the case of a tailor who left enough thread attached to the cloth that it could be used in
order to sew with it, or if there was a patch of cloth that is three fingerbreadths by three
fingerbreadths left from the cloth given to the tailor by the customer, these items belong to the
customer. That which a carpenter removes with an adze belongs to him, because an adze
removes only small shavings of wood, which the customer is uninterested in; but what he
removes with an ax [uvakashil] belongs to the customer. And if he was doing his work in the
domain of the customer, then even the sawdust belongs to the customer.
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The mishna teaches: And if he was doing his work in the domain of the customer, then even
the sawdust belongs to the customer. The Sages taught in a baraita (Tosefta 11:18): Stone
chiselers are not in violation of a transgression due to the prohibition against robbery if they
take the leftover chips of rock. Furthermore, with regard to those who prune trees, those who
prune vines, those who trim shrubs, those who weed plants, and those who hoe vegetables,
the halakha is dependent upon the owner’s inclination: When the owner is particular about the
plant trimmings, the workers are in violation of a transgression due to the prohibition against
robbery if they take the trimmings, but if the owner is not particular about them, then these
items belong to the workers.
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Rabbi Levi and Rabbi Yochanan say, "From where did he carve them?" One [answered], "From
under [God's] throne of glory." And the other said, "[God] created a quarry in the midst of his
tent, and he quarried two tablets of stone from there. And he took the remnants from there and
he became wealthy from there, since they were from sapphire."
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So | made an ark of acacia wood, and | hewed two stone tablets like the first ones, and |
ascended the mountain, with the two tablets in my hand."
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And Shmuel could have said: Though it has rebelled, the chicken retains its sanctity, since
wherever it is, it is in the treasury [bei gazza] of the Merciful One, as it is written: “The earth is
the Lord’s, and its fullness thereof” (Psalms 24:1). And so Rabbi Yohanan says that the mishna
is referring to a case where one consecrated his chicken for Temple maintenance, and the
chicken then rebelled. Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said to him: But once it rebels, its sanctity is
abrogated. Rabbi Yohanan said to him: Wherever it is, it is in the treasury of the Merciful One,
as it is written: “The earth is the Lord’s, and its fullness thereof.”
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Since all of these categories of oil are acceptable, why were they listed as separate
categories? So that one would know the superior category that nothing surpasses, those which
are equal, and those which are inferior. In this way, one who desires to gain merit for himself,
subjugate his evil inclination, and amplify his generosity should bring his sacrifice from the



most desirable and superior type of the item he is bringing. For it is written in the Torah
[Genesis 4:4]: "And Abel brought from his chosen flocks and from the superior ones and God
turned to Abel and his offering."

The same applies to everything given for the sake of the Almighty who is good. It should be of
the most attractive and highest quality. If one builds a house of prayer, it should be more
attractive than his own dwelling. If he feeds a hungry person, he should feed him from the best
and most tasty foods of his table. If he clothes one who is naked, he should clothe him with his
attractive garments. If he consecrates something, he should consecrate the best of his
possession. And so [Leviticus 3:16] states: "All of the superior quality should be given to God."
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On the subject of sores, the Gemara cites a statement referring to one of the methods for
healing a sore. Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: Everything that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
created in His world, He did not create anything for naught.
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But why did our Holy Master thus, and did not leave the matter as it was heretofore? Because
he observed that the number of students continued to decrease, whereas the volume of
oppression continued to increase with renewed strength; that the Roman Empire continued to
spread out its boundaries in the world and conquer, whereas Israel continued to drift aimlessly
and follow extremes, he, therefore, compiled one book, a handy volume for all, so that they
may study it even in haste and not forget it. And his whole lifetime, he sat together with the
members of his tribunal and gave public instruction in the Mishna.
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And they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and fire them thoroughly"; so the
bricks were to them for stones, and the clay was to them for mortar.
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bricks: Because there are no stones in Babylon, which is a valley.
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a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, you will lack nothing in it, a land whose
stones are iron, and out of whose mountains you will hew copper.
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The Lord said to Moses, The man shall be put to death; the entire congregation shall pelt him
with stones outside the camp.

'n,2a"7 'von (24
NP0 N1 00NYIN XYY Y0

The children of Israel journeyed from Rameses and camped in Succoth.
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If a private individual volunteered to bring the communal offerings from his own property, they
are fit for the altar, provided that he transfers them over to the community.
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The Gemara asks: It is obvious that one may donate of his own property to the community,
provided that he transfers it to the community in the proper manner. The Gemara answers:
Lest you say that we should be concerned that perhaps he will not transfer them over to the
public without reservation, and in his heart he will hold on to them as his own, therefore the
baraita teaches us that this is not a matter of concern.
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Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: The Torah was given initially only to Moses and his

descendants, as it is stated: “Write for you” (Exodus 34:27), and it is also stated: “Hew for you”
(Exodus 34:1), meaning: Just as their waste is yours, so too their writing is yours. However,



Moses treated the Torah with generosity and gave it to the Jewish people. And about him, the
verse says: “He that has a bountiful eye shall be blessed, as he gives of his bread to the poor”
(Proverbs 22:9).
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Rav Hisda raised an objection from the verse that states: “And the Lord commanded me at
that time to teach you statutes and laws” (Deuteronomy 4:14). This indicates that Moses was
commanded to teach Torah to the Jewish people from the outset. The Gemara answers: The
verse means: And the Lord commanded the Torah to me, Moses, and |, on my own initiative,
decided to teach you its statutes and laws. The Gemara cites an additional verse proving that
God commanded to teach the Jewish people from the outset: “Behold, | have taught you
statutes and laws, as the Lord my God commanded me” (Deuteronomy 4:5). The Gemara
answers: The Lord commanded the Torah to me, Moses, and | decided to teach you statutes
and laws.
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The Gemara cites an additional verse: “Now therefore write this song for you, and teach it the
children of Israel” (Deuteronomy 31:19). Apparently, Moses was commanded to teach the
Torah to the Jewish people. The Gemara answers: The verse is referring to the song of
Ha’azinu (Deuteronomy 31) alone and not to the rest of the Torah. The Gemara asks: But the
continuation of that cited verse: “That this song may be a witness for Me among the children of
Israel” (Deuteronomy 31:19), indicates that the reference is to the entire Torah, in which the
mitzvot are written. Rather, the Torah was given from the outset to all of the Jewish people,
and when Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said that the Torah was given exclusively to
Moses, he was referring merely to the profound analysis of the Torah. Moses opted to teach it
to the people on his own initiative.
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rom the laws of the commandment is that which they, may their memory be blessed, said
(Sanhedrin 57a) that it is forbidden from Torah writ to rob even the smallest amount. But the
negative commandment of "you shall not rob" only applies to the value of a small coin
(perutah), since the Torah only makes liable [here] for something that is money; and less than



the value of a small coin is not called money. But nonetheless, it is forbidden from Torah writ -
like half a measure, for which we do not administer lashes, but it is [still] a Torah prohibition.
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The Torah prohibits stealing even the slightest amount. It is forbidden to steal as a jest, to steal
with the intent to return, or to steal with the intent to pay. All is forbidden, lest one habituate
oneself to such conduct.
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