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Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a
cubit and a half high.
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. At the time the Holy One, blessed be He, told Moses to erect the Sanctuary, Bezalel asked
him: “What is the purpose of this Sanctuary?” Moses replied: “So that He might dwell therein
and teach the law to Israel.” Then Bezalel said: “But where will the Torah be placed?” Moses
answered: “After we have made the Sanctuary we will make the ark.” Bezalel replied: “That is
not the way. Let us make the ark first and then we will build the Sanctuary.”
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Thus the main purpose of the Tabernacle was to contain a place in which the Divine Glory
rests, this being the ark,
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We find that the Tabernacle is called Temple, and that the Temple is called Tabernacle;
therefore, the halakhot that govern one can be derived from the other.
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And they shall make Me a sanctuary and | will dwell in their midst
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§ Apropos the coating of the altar, the Gemara cites an Aggadic teaching: Rabbi
Abbahu said that Rabbi Elazar said: The fire of Gehenna has no power over Torah
scholars. This can be derived by an a fortiori inference from the salamander
[salamandra], a creature created out of fire and immune to its effects, and whose blood
is fireproof: If a salamander, which is merely a product of fire, and nev’'ertheless when
one anoints his body with its blood, fire has no power over him, all the more so should
fire not have any power over Torah scholars, whose entire bodies are fire, as it is
written: “Surely My words are as fire, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:29), and the words of
Torah become part of the Torah scholars’ very bodies.
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Reish Lakish said: The fire of Gehenna has no power over the sinners of Israel either.
This can be derived by an a fortiori inference from the golden altar: If the golden altar,
which has on it a coating that is no more than the thickness of a gold dinar, and which
has incense burning on it for many years and yet fire has no power over it, as the gold
miraculously remained undamaged, all the more so should immunity from fire be
granted to the sinners of Israel, who are filled with good deeds as a pomegranate is full
of seeds, as it is written: “Your temples [rakatekh] are like a pomegranate split open”
(Song of Songs 4:3), which is to be expounded as follows: Do not read this word as



rakatekh, rather read it as reikanin shebakh, meaning the empty, worthless people
among you; even these people are as full of good deeds as a pomegranate is full of
seeds
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This is a wonderful union, like which there is none other, and which has no parallel anywhere
in the material world, whereby complete oneness and unity, from every side and angle, could
be attained.
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In the phrase “declare to My people their transgression,” these people are the Torah scholars,
whose unwitting transgressions become for them tantamount to intentional transgressions.
Due to their erudition, they are held to a higher standard.
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On the contrary, the main form of immersion is in fire, as it is written with regard to the removal
of non-kosher substances absorbed in a vessel: “And all that abides not the fire you shall make
to go through the water” (Numbers 31:23), indicating that fire purifies more than water does.
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all mundane affairs are severe and evil, and wicked men prevail,
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And Reish Lakish says: With regard to a Torah scholar who sinned, he is not disgraced in
public.
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Due to King Hezekiah’s father’s wickedness, he dragged the bones of his father Ahaz on a bier
of ropes and did not afford him the respect due to a king, and the Sages conceded to him.
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As a means of atonement, he did not bury him in an honorable fashion, with a nice bed.
T
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It is a positive commandment to construct a House for God, prepared for sacrifices to be
offered within
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The place of the Ark of the Covenant is not included in the measurement of the Holy of Holies.

Based on that measurement, the Ark should not have fit inside the hall. The Holy of Holies

measured twenty cubits by twenty cubits (see | Kings 6), and a baraita states that there were

ten cubits of space on either side of the Ark. Therefore, it was only through a miracle that the
Ark fit in the Holy of Holies.

2" 1o XN (16
NO7NT AN NN I PTIR'S NYNAT 1WA MMl TN X710 0P MMIRT 0T NNRY

the statement in the Zohar that "The Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely one,"
and the commentary in the Tikunim that "The 248 commandments are the 248 'organs' of the
King."
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This, then, is the meaning of the above mentioned quotation that "The Torah and the Holy One,
blessed be He, are altogether One," and not merely "organs" of the King as are the
commandments.



N, Nnj7 N2 (17
nwyNn 'T7 X'an 170y Nin Ty 21m

Torah study is great because the study of Torah leads to one’s performance of the mitzvot.
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