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Source Sheet — Likkutei Sichos 23, Matos

Project Likkutei Sichos

Parshas Matos, Chap. 31

2 "Take revenge for the children of Israel against the Midianites;
afterwards you will be gathered to your people."

3 So Moses spoke to the people, saying, "Arm from among you
men for the army, that they can be against Midian, and carry
out the revenge of the Lord against Midian.

9 The children of Israel took the Midianite women and their
small children captive, and they plundered all their beasts,
livestock, and all their possessions.

10 They set fire to all their residential cities and their castles.

11 They took all the booty and all the plunder of man and beast.

27 And you shall divide the plunder equally between the
warriors who went out to battle and the entire congregation.

28 And you shall levy a tax for the Lord from the soldiers who
went out to battle: one soul out of every five hundred, from the
people, from the cattle, from the donkeys, and from the sheep.

29 You shall take from their half and give it to Eleazar the kohen
as a gift to the Lord.

30 From the half belonging to the children of Israel you shall
take one part out of fifty of the people, of the cattle, of the
donkeys, of the sheep, and of all animals, and you shall give
them to the Levites, the guardians of the Mishkan of the Lord."
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Mishne Torah, Laws of Shmita, Chap. 13

10 The entire tribe of Levi are commanded against receiving an
inheritance in the land of Canaan, and they were commanded
against receiving a share in the spoil when the cities are
conquered, as it states: "The priest and the Levites - the entire
tribe of Levi - should not have a portion and an inheritance
among Israel." "A portion" [refers to a portion] of the spoil; "an
inheritance" refers to [a portion of] the land. And: "You shall not
receive a heritage in their land, nor will you have a portion
among them," i.e., in the spoil. If a Levite or a priest takes a
portion of the spoil, he is punished by lashes. If he takes an
inheritance in Eretz [Yisrael], it should be taken from his
possession.

11 It appears to me that the above applies only with regard to
the land for which a covenant was established

with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, their descendants inherited it
and it was divided among them. If, however, other lands will be
conquered by a king of Israel, the priests and the Levites have
the same rights as the entire Jewish people.

12 Why did the Levites not receive a portion in the inheritance
of Eretz Yisrael and in the spoils of war like their brethren?
Because they were set aside to serve God and minister unto
Him and to instruct people at large in His just paths and
righteous judgments, as it states: "They will teach Your
judgments to Jacob and Your Torah to Israel." Therefore they
were set apart from the ways of the world. They do not wage
war like the remainder of the Jewish people, nor do they
receive an inheritance, nor do they acquire for themselves
through their physical power. Instead, they are God's legion, as
[ibid.:11]: states: "God has blessed His legion" and He provides
for them, as it states: "l am your portion and your inheritance."

13 Not only the tribe of Levi, but any one of the inhabitants of
the world whose spirit generously motivates him and he
understands with his wisdom to set himself aside and stand
before God to serve Him and minister to Him and to know God,
proceeding justly as God made him, removing from his neck the
yoke of the many reckonings which people seek, he is sanctified
as holy of holies. God will be His portion and heritage forever
and will provide what is sufficient for him in this world like He
provides for the priests and the Levites. And

thus David declared: "God is the lot of my portion; You are my
cup, You support my lot."
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Mishne Torah, Laws of Kings, Chap. 6 " 27D, 00951 o 0”ams
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