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In memory of Esther Leah bas Shmuel Chaim, Yartzeit 21 Elul
Dedicated by Ephraim Gershon Stein and Family
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Deuteronomy 29:9-14

(9) You stand this day, all of you, before Hashem your God—your tribal heads, your elders and your officials,
all the men of Israel, (10) your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper
to water drawer— (11) to enter into the covenant of Hashem your God, which Hashem your God is concluding
with you this day, with its sanctions; (12) to the end that He may establish you this day as His people and be
your God, as He promised you and as He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (13) | make this
covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone, (14) but both with those who are standing here with us this
day before Hashem our God and with those who are not with us here this day.
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 29:14
AND ALSO WITH HIM THAT IS NOT HERE — i.e. with the generations that will be in future

711072 0D'MAT,0'ON "MYY .3
TIVI .0271D DI'N 02X DNX 2D NT,0N7 D7NY N9 NI'RY X 1vNWNd 1IW197 DN K21 . A7 DTINYA DNIT QY OXNI



2V X7 'R 7ANR NN 7apn 0t R7 09 DTN A XA D DR RN7TL,ND 1KY ' DY 1N NNDY 'Y R Nl e
NIAXT N'WID X2 D nI7 W TIVE.DNAN 17291 DY ' NIMWIN 72X ,0W 1'N X7 09120 DX QKT ,1'9W 'K, NIMYT7 0T NN
NN 9901 5"a DNMINKR 0'RAN 07N L17AR NIARNY |ID1,RIN

3. Siftei Chakhamim, Deuteronomy 29:14

Even with the generations destined for the future. You cannot explain the verse according to its
straightforward connotation, that those who are not here had left, because it is written, “You stand, this day
all of you. Also, you could [refute this explanation and] say: How can one contract a covenant with someone
who is not present? Perhaps if he came back from where he went and was here, he would not accept the
covenant! But if it refers to those who will be in the future, there is no difficulty as even if their bodies were
not there, their souls were there and accepted the covenant. Another explanation is that “a son is the
extension [lit., leg] of his father,” and being that the fathers accepted [the covenant], the sons who come after
them are also included in the covenant.
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Shevuot 39a

“But with he who stands here with us this day” (Deuteronomy 29:14), | have derived only that those who
stood at Mount Sinai were included in this covenant. From where do | derive that the subsequent
generations, and the converts who will convert in the future, were also included? The verse states:
“And also with he who is not here with us this day” (Deuteronomy 29:14).
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 29:11

THAT THOU SHOULDEST PASS INTO THE COVENANT — The way of “passing” was as follows: those
who made a covenant used to make a partition (i.e. used to place objects in a straight line) on one side and
a partition on the other and passed between them, as it is said, (Jeremiah 34:18—20) “[And | will give the
men which have not performed the words of the covenant which they made before Me] when they cut the calf
in two, and passed between the parts thereof ... [into the hands of their enemies]”.
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Mishneh Torah, Repentance 8:8
As for the reason why the sages called it "the World to Come": it is not because it is not now in existence, so

that it might be inferred that this world will be destroyed and thereafter will come that world; the matter is not
so, for that World is and ready, even as it is said: "Oh how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up



for them that fear Thee; which thou hast wrought for them that take their refuge in Thee" (Ps. 31.19-20). They

called it not World to Come, save alone because that life comes to man after the life of this world wherein we
exist with a body and soul, and this life is found by man first.
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Deuteronomy 7:7
It is not because you are the most numerous of peoples that Hashem set His heart on you and chose you—
indeed, you are the smallest of peoples;
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Exodus 15:16
Terror and dread descend upon them; Through the might of Your arm they are still as stone— Till Your people
cross over, O Hashem, Till Your people cross whom You have ransomed.
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Hayom Yom 25 Elul

The Alter Rebbe related: When | was in Mezritch, | heard the following teaching from my revered master, the
Maggid, in the name of his revered master, the Baal Shem Tov.

The seventh month [which is Tishrei] is the first of the months of the year. The Holy One Himself blesses it
on Shabbos Mevarchim, the last Shabbos of the month of Elul. And with the power of this [blessing], the
Jewish people bless the months eleven times in the year.

[This week’s Torah reading begins:] Atem nitzavim hayom — “You are standing firm today.” The word “today”
alludes here to Rosh HaShanah, which is the Day of Judgment, for the phrase, “The day came,” is rendered
by the Targum with the words, “the day of great judgment came.” [And it is concerning this day that the Torah
tells us:] “You are standing firm”; that is, you are vindicated in judgment.

On the Shabbos before Rosh HaShanah, which is the last Shabbos of the month of Elul, we read the parshah



that begins with the words, Atem nitzavim. This [reading constitutes] the blessing that G-d gives on the
Shabbos that blesses the seventh month, the month that is satiated and that satiates the entire Jewish people
with abundant bounty for the entire year.



