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PIRKEI AVOS 5:2

[There were] ten generations from Adam to Noah, in order to make known what long-suffering is
His; for all those generations kept on provoking Him, until He brought upon them the waters of
the flood. [There were] ten generations from Noah to Abraham, in order to make known what
long-suffering is His; for all those generations kept on provoking Him, until Abraham, came and

received the reward of all of them.
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CHAGIGAH 15A

The Gemara relates: Aher asked Rabbi Meir a question, after he had gone astray. He said to

him: What is the meaning of that which is written: “God has made even the one as well as the
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other” (Ecclesiastes 7:14)? Rabbi Meir said to him: Everything that the Holy One, Blessed be
He, created, He created a similar creation corresponding to it. He created mountains, He

created hills; He created seas, He created rivers.

Aher said to him: Rabbi Akiva, your teacher, did not say so, but explained the verse as follows:
Everything has its opposite: He created the righteous, He created the wicked; He created the
Garden of Eden, He created Gehenna. Each and every person has two portions, one in the
Garden of Eden and one in Gehenna. If he merits it, by becoming righteous, he takes his
portion and the portion of his wicked colleague in the Garden of Eden; if he is found culpable

by becoming wicked, he takes his portion and the portion of his colleague in Gehenna.
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BREISHIS 12:5

Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth that they had amassed, and
the persons that they had acquired in Haran; and they set out for the land of Canaan. When they

arrived in the land of Canaan,
M2 MWNI2 5P s

N7y DWID NP MW DUIND DN 1A DYIAX 5NPIWD 2512 1NN 19IY 1IN WY UK
M 7220 52 N ALY 129,007 URY NINDWI D'73Y Kpn YU T0IWD1 ;DINDY 19K3 21020 D°2Y
103121 N3Ip WY, (M 75 92712) 0 Ny HXIwN (XD Dw)

RASHI ON BREISHIS 12:5

1911 WY WK [THE SOULS] THAT THEY HAD GOTTEN (literally, made) IN HARAN — The
souls which he had brought beneath the sheltering wings of the Shechinah. Abraham converted
the men and Sarah converted the women and Scripture accounts it unto them as if they had made
them (Genesis Rabbah 39:14). However, the real sense of the text is that it refers to the men-
servants and to the maidservants whom they had acquired for themselves. The word “NWY” is used
here as (in Genesis 31:1), “he has acquired (MWY) all this wealth”, and (Numbers 24:8), “And Israel

acquires (NWW) wealth” — an expression for acquiring and amassing.
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BREISHIS 2:15
The LORD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden, to till it and tend it.
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SHEMOS 34:6

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed: “The LORD! the LORD!? a God compassionate and

gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness,
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RASHI ON SHEMOS 34:6

00N 7N SLOW TO ANGER — He defers (7"IXM) His anger and does not hasten to punish — it

may be that the sinner will repent.
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RASHI ON BAMIDBAR 14:18

0’0K 7 "N “The Lord is long suffering” towards both the righteous and the wicked. When Moses
ascended to Heaven to receive the Law he found the Holy One, blessed be He, engaged in writing:
“The Lord is long-suffering”. He asked, “Surely only to the righteous?” The Holy One, blessed be
He, answered him, “To the wicked also!” Whereupon Moses said: “The wicked — let them perish!”
He (the Lord) replied to him: “I swear by your life that you shall eventually need this thing (the
extension of My mercy also to the wicked)”. When the Israelites sinned at the incident of the
Golden Calf and at that of the spies, Moses offered prayer before Him, with mention of God’s
attribute of 05X 79X (of His being long suffering). The Holy One, blessed be He, then said to him:
Did you not say, “Surely only to the righteous!?” Whereupon Moses replied, “But did You not tell
me, ‘To the wicked also?” Let then — Moses added — the strength of My Lord be great [even as
Thou didst say] — by fulfilling Thy statement and not mine! (Sanhedrin 111a).
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PIRKEI AVOS 5:1

With ten utterances the world was created. And what does this teach, for surely it could have
been created with one utterance? But this was so in order to punish the wicked who destroy the
world that was created with ten utterances, And to give a good reward to the righteous who

maintain the world that was created with ten utterances.
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PIRKEI AVOS 5:6

Ten things were created on the eve of the Sabbath at twilight, and these are they: [1] the mouth of
the earth, [2] the mouth of the well, [3] the mouth of the donkey, [4] the rainbow, [5] the manna,
[6] the staff [of Moses], [7] the shamir, [8] the letters, [9] the writing, [10] and the tablets. And
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some say: also the demons, the grave of Moses, and the ram of Abraham, our father. And some say:

and also tongs, made with tongs.
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MISHNAH KELIM 2:1

Vessels of wood, vessels of leather, vessels of bone or vessels of glass: If they are simple they are
clean If they form a receptacle they are unclean. If they were broken they become clean again. If
one remade them into vessels they are susceptible to impurity henceforth. Earthen vessels and
vessels of sodium carbonate are equal in respect of impurity: they contract and convey impurity
through their air-space; they convey impurity through the outside but they do not become impure
through their backs; and when broken they become clean.
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BARTENURA ON MISHNAH KELIM 2:1

All vessels when they are broken they become clean, but earthen vessels and vessels of sodium
carbonate only when they are broken do they become clean, they cannot become clean through

immersion by water, only by being broken.
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MENACHOS 44A:

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Natan says: There is no mitzva, however minor, that is
written in the Torah, for which there is no reward given in this world; and in the World-to-
Come I do not know how much reward is given. Go and learn from the following incident

concerning the mitzva of ritual fringes.

There was an incident involving a certain man who was diligent about the mitzva of ritual
fringes. This man heard that there was a prostitute in one of the cities overseas who took four
hundred gold coins as her payment. He sent her four hundred gold coins and fixed a time to

meet with her. When his time came, he came and sat at the entrance to her house.

The maidservant of that prostitute entered and said to her: That man who sent you four
hundred gold coins came and sat at the entrance. She said: Let him enter. He entered. She
arranged seven beds for him, six of silver and one of gold. Between each and every one of

them there was a ladder made of silver, and the top bed was the one that was made of gold.

She went up and sat naked on the top bed, and he too went up in order to sit naked facing
her. In the meantime, his four ritual fringes came and slapped him on his face. He dropped
down and sat himself on the ground, and she also dropped down and sat on the ground. She
said to him: I take an oath by the gappa of Rome that I will not allow you to go until you tell

me what defect you saw in me.

He said to her: I take an oath by the Temple service that I never saw a woman as beautiful as
you. But there is one mitzva that the Lord, our God, commanded us, and its name is ritual
fringes, and in the passage where it is commanded, it is written twice: “I am the Lord your
God” (Numbers 15:41). The doubling of this phrase indicates: I am the one who will punish those
who transgress My mitzvot, and I am the one who will reward those who fulfill them. Now,
said the man, the four sets of ritual fringes appeared to me as if they were four witnesses who

will testify against me.

She said to him: I will not allow you to go until you tell me: What is your name, and what is
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the name of your city, and what is the name of your teacher, and what is the name of the

study hall in which you studied Torah? He wrote the information and placed it in her hand.

She arose and divided all of her property, giving one-third as a bribe to the government, one-
third to the poor, and she took one-third with her in her possession, in addition to those beds

of gold and silver.

She came to the study hall of Rabbi Hiyya and said to him: My teacher, instruct your students
concerning me and have them make me a convert. Rabbi Hiyya said to her: My daughter,
perhaps you set your sights on one of the students and that is why you want to convert? She
took the note the student had given her from her hand and gave it to Rabbi Hiyya. He said to

her: Go take possession of your purchase.

Those beds that she had arranged for him in a prohibited fashion, she now arranged for him
in a permitted fashion. The Gemara completes its point about the reward of mitzvot and points
out how this story illustrates the concept: This is the reward given to him in this world, and

with regard to the World-to-Come, I do not know how much reward he will be given.

n"M:Y" ©9937.10

IO 197 2K 222 MNW2 7 97 DIZW N 12253 11230 NI 7N 1T NN Ivnwa
MRDYAN M7

DEVARIM 29:18

When such a one hears the words of these sanctions, he may fancy himself immune, thinking, “I

shall be safe, though I follow my own willful heart”—to the utter ruin of moist and dry alike.
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TEHILIM 139:16

Your eyes saw my unformed limbs; they were all recorded in Your book; in due time they were

formed, to the very last one of them.
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