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Bamidbar 13:1-16

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying, “Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the Israelite
people; send one man from each of their ancestral tribes, each one a chieftain among them.” So Moshe, by
Hashem’s command, sent them out from the wilderness of Paran, all the men being leaders of the Israelites.
And these were their names: From the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur. From the tribe of Simeon,
Shaphat son of Hori.... From the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael. From the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son
of Vophsi... Those were the names of the men whom Moshe sent to scout the land; but Moshe changed the
name of Hosea son of Nun to Joshua.
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2. Sotah 34b

The Torah states with regard to the spies: “And these were their names: Of the tribe of Reuben,
Shammua the son of Zaccur” (Bamidbar 13:4). Rabbi Yitzhak says: This statement that follows is a
tradition of ours that was passed down to us from our ancestors: The spies were named after their
actions, but we have obtained (Rashi - we do not know how to expound on it except for) - the
interpretation of only one name, the name of “Sethur the son of Michael” (Bamidbar 13:13). He is called
Sethur, as he hid [satar] the actions of the Holy One, Blessed be He (Rashi - He disputed with and
depicted (the enemy of) Hashem16 as a liar). He is called Michael, as he made Him, G-d, appear weak
[makh] by saying that there was not enough food in the land for everyone. Rabbi Yohanan says: We can
also say an interpretation of the name: “Nahbi the son of Vophsi” (Bamidbar 13:14): He is called Nahbi,
as he concealed [hehbi] the statement of the Holy One, Blessed be He (Rashi - He concealed His
words and did not relate them as they were). He is called Vophsi, as he stomped [pisse’a] on the
attributes of the Holy One, Blessed be He (Rashi - He concealed His words and did not relate them
as they were). It is also stated with regard to the spies: “And they went up into the south, and he came
to Hebron” (Bamidbar 13:22). Why is the phrase “and he came” written in the singular form? The verse
should have said: And they came. Rava says: This teaches that Caleb separated himself from the
counsel of the other spies and went and prostrated himself on the graves of the forefathers in Hebron.
He said to them: My forefathers, pray for mercy for me so that | will be saved from the counsel of the
spies.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Ha'Azinu 7:1

Remember the days of yore; understand the years of each generation: Always should a man check the
names to call his son one that is fitting to be righteous - as sometimes the name causes good or causes bad,
as we found by the scouts (Bamidbar 13:4-15): Shamua son of Zakur, since he did not listen (shama) to the
words of the Omnipresent...
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Vayikra 25:2-3

Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When you enter the land that | assign to you, the land shall
observe a sabbath of Hashem. Six years you may sow your field and six years you may prune your vineyard
and gather in the yield.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 13:3

ALL OF THEM WERE MEN — Wherever the term n'wax, “men”, is used in Scripture it is a term denoting
worthiness. These men, [though they later sinned] but at that time [when they were appointed] they were
worthy men.
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Kiddushin 40b
the Gemara relates the following incident: And there already was an incident in which Rabbi Tarfon and
the Elders were reclining in the loft of the house of Nit’za in Lod, when this question was asked of
them: Is study greater or is action greater? Rabbi Tarfon answered and said: Action is greater. Rabbi
Akiva answered and said: Study is greater. Everyone answered and said: Study is greater, as study
leads to action.
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Mishneh Torah, Human Dispositions 5:1

Just as the wise man is recognized through his wisdom and his temperaments and in these, he stands apart
from the rest of the people, so, too, he should be recognized through his actions - in his eating, drinking,
intimate relations, in relieving himself, in his speech, manner of walking and dress, in the management of his
finances, and in his business dealings. All of these actions should be exceptionally becoming and befitting...



