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Bamidbar 19

(1) Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aaron, saying: (2) This is the statute of the Torah that Hashem has
commanded: Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a red cow without blemish... (3) You shall give it to
Eleazar the priest. It shall be taken outside the camp and slaughtered in his presence... (6) and the priest
shall take cedar wood, hyssop, and crimson stuff, and throw them into the fire consuming the cow. (7) The
priest shall wash his garments and bathe his body in water; after that the priest may reenter the camp, but
he shall be unclean until evening. (8) He who performed the burning shall also wash his garments in water,
bathe his body in water, and be unclean until evening. (9) A man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of
the cow... (10) He who gathers up the ashes of the cow shall also wash his clothes and be unclean until
evening... (11) He who touches the corpse of any human being shall be unclean for seven days. (12) He
shall cleanse himself with it on the third day and on the seventh day, and then be clean; if he fails to cleanse
himself on the third and seventh days, he shall not be clean... (21) That shall be for them a law for all time.
Further, he who sprinkled the water of lustration shall wash his clothes; and whoever touches the water of
lustration shall be unclean until evening.
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Bamidbar Rabbah 19:5

R. Joshua of Sikhnin said in the name of R. Levi, “There are four things that the evil drive would refute [as
irrational], and for each of them is written [the word,] Chukah (i.e., an unquestioned statute). Now these
concern the following: (1) the nakedness of a brother's wife, (2) diverse kinds, (3) the scapegoat, and (4) the
red heifer.” In regard to the nakedness of a brother's wife, it is written (in Lev. 18:16), “[You shall not uncover]
the nakedness of your brother's wife”; [yet if the brother dies] without children [it is written] (in Deut. 25:5),
“her brother-in-law shall have sexual intercourse with her [and take her for a wife].” And it is written about the
sexual prohibitions (in Lev. 18:5), “And you shall keep [all] My unquestioned statutes [...].” In regard to diverse
kinds, it is written (in Deut. 22:11), “You shall not wear interwoven stuff, [wool and flax together]”; yet a linen
cloak with [wool] tassels is permitted. And for [this commandment also] it is written, [that it is] an unquestioned
statute. [Thus it is written (in Lev. 19:19),] “You shall keep My unquestioned statute. [You shall not mate your
cattle with a different kind..., nor shall you wear a garment with diverse kinds of interwoven stuff].” In regard
to the scapegoat, it is written (in Lev. 16:26), “And the one who sets the azazel-goat free shall wash his
clothes”; yet it is [the goat] itself that atones for others. And for [this commandment also] it is written (in Lev.
16:34), “And this shall be to you an unquestioned statute forever.” In regard to the red heifer, where is it
shown? Since we are taught (in Parah 4:4), “All engaged with the [rite of the red] heifer from beginning to end
render [their] garments unclean”; yet it is [the heifer] itself that purifies garments. And for [this commandment
also] it is written, [that it is] an unquestioned statute. Thus it is written (in Numb. 19:2), “This is an unquestioned
statute of the Torah.”
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| Kings 5:10-11

Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the Kedemites and than all the wisdom of the
Egyptians. He was the wisest of all men: [wiser] than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Chalkol, and Darda
the sons of Mahol. His fame spread among all the surrounding nations.
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Bamidbar Rabbah 19:3

((Numb. 19:2) “This is the statute of the Torah™: R. Isaac began [his discourse] (with Eccl. 7:23), “All this |
tested with wisdom; | thought | could fathom it, but it eludes me.” It is written (in | Kings 5:9), “So G-d gave
Solomon wisdom [...]"... Solomon merely said, “For what reason is a leper cleansed through the tallest among
the trees (the cedar) and through the lowest of the low (the hyssop); through (according to Lev. 14:4) cedar
wood, [crimson stuff,] and hyssop?’ It is simply because he had exalted himself like the cedar, that he was
stricken with leprosy. As soon as he humbled himself like the hyssop, he was therefore cured through
hyssop”. (I Kings 5:13, cont.) “He also spoke with/concerning (‘al) the cattle and the fowl”: Is it possible that
[a person] would speak with cattle and with fowl? Rather [the passage is concerned with] why the cattle are
permitted [as food] with [the cutting of] two organs (the gullet and the windpipe); but the fowl, with [the cutting
of] one organ (i.e., the gullet or the windpipe). Because cattle were created from the dry land. But in regard
to fowl, one text says [they came] from the dry land, while another text says [they came] from the sea. [The
text stating fowls came] from the dry land is what is written (in Gen. 2:19), “So from the ground Hashem G-d
formed every beast of the field and every fowl of the heavens.” The other text says (in Gen. 1:20), “Let the
waters swarm with swarms of living creatures and the fowl fly above the earth.” Bar Qappara said, “They
were created from the mud which is in the sea.” R. Abbin said the name of R. Jose the Galilean said,
“Nevertheless, the feet of the cock resemble the scaly skin of the fish.” (I Kings 5:13, cont.) “And
with/concerning (‘al) the creeping things”: Is it possible that one would speak with a creeping thing? Solomon
simply said, “What is the reason that in the case of the eight swarming creatures which are in the Torah, one
is culpable for hunting or injuring them (on the Sabbath); but in the case of the rest of the swarming creatures,
one is exempt? For the reason that they (i.e. the former) have skins.” (I Kings 5:13 cont.) “And with/concerning
(‘al) the fish”: Is it possible that one would so speak? Solomon merely said, “For what reason do cattle, beasts,
and birds require ritual slaughtering, while fish do not require ritual slaughtering?” Rather it is from this verse
(in Numb. 11:22), “Are there enough flocks and herds to slaughter for them; [are there enough fish in the sea
to gather for them]?”...) Solomon said, “About all these things | have knowledge; but in the case of the
parashah on the red heifer, | have investigated it, inquired into it, and examined it. [Still] (at the end
of the verse in Eccl. 7:23), ‘| thought | could fathom it, but it eludes me.”
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Bamidbar Rabbah 19:6
...And they will take for you a red cow - Rabbi Yose son of Rabbi Hanina says, The Holy One blessed be he
said to Moshe: "to you | will reveal the reason for the red cow, but for others it will be a decree (without



reason)".
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Nedarim 38a

Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: The Torah was given initially only to Moshe and his
descendants, as it is stated: “Write for you” (Exodus 34:27), and it is also stated: “Hew for you” (Exodus
34:1), meaning: Just as their waste is yours, so too their writing is yours. However, Moshe treated the
Torah with generosity and gave it to the Jewish people. And about him, the verse says: “He that has
a bountiful eye shall be blessed, as he gives of his bread to the poor” (Proverbs 22:9). Rav Hisda raised
an objection from the verse that states: “And Hashem commanded me at that time to teach you statutes
and laws” (Deuteronomy 4:14). This indicates that Moshe was commanded to teach Torah to the Jewish
people from the outset. The Gemara answers: The verse means: And Hashem commanded the Torah to
me, Moshe, and |, on my own initiative, decided to teach you its statutes and laws. The Gemara cites an
additional verse proving that G-d commanded to teach the Jewish people from the outset: “Behold, | have
taught you statutes and laws, as Hashem my G-d commanded me” (Deuteronomy 4:5). The Gemara
answers: Hashem commanded the Torah to me, Moshe, and | decided to teach you statutes and laws. The
Gemara cites an additional verse: “Now therefore write this song for you, and teach it the children of
Israel” (Deuteronomy 31:19). Apparently, Moshe was commanded to teach the Torah to the Jewish people.
The Gemara answers: The verse is referring to the song of Ha’azinu (Deuteronomy 31) alone and not to the
rest of the Torah. The Gemara asks: But the continuation of that cited verse: “That this song may be a
witness for Me among the children of Israel” (Deuteronomy 31:19), indicates that the reference is to the
entire Torah, in which the mitzvot are written. Rather, the Torah was given from the outset to all of the Jewish
people, and when Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, said that the Torah was given exclusively to Moshe, he
was referring merely to the profound analysis of the Torah. Moshe opted to teach it to the people on his
own initiative.
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Kohellet Rabbah 8:1

...Over each and every word that the Holy One, blessed be He, spoke to Moshe, He spoke to him of its
[related] uncleanness and of its purification. When he made known the Parashah (starting with Lev. 21:1),



‘Speak (Emor) unto the priests,” [Moshe] said to him, ‘Master of the world, if [a priest] becomes unclean
(through touching a human corpse), what means is there for his purification?’ When [the Holy One, blessed
be He,] did not answer, at that time the face of Moshe changed. Then when the Holy One, blessed be He,
reached the parashah on the [red] heifer, the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, ‘Moshe, [when | gave
you] that saying which | spoke to you (in Lev. 21:1), “Go, speak unto the priests,” then you said to me, “If one
becomes unclean, what means will there be for his purification,” | did not answer [you at that time. Now] this
is his purification (in Numb. 19:17), “They shall take some ashes from the burning of the sin offering (i.e., the
red heifer).”” [Moshe] said to him, ‘Master of the world, is this a purification??’. the Holy One, blessed be He
said ‘It is a Chukah, and | have decreed a decree, and no creature can fathom my decrees, as the verse
(Bamidbar 19:2) states “This is the statute of the Torah™.
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But whence does wisdom come? Where is the source of understanding? It is hidden from the eyes of all
living, Concealed from the fowl of heaven.
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Ramban on Leviticus 19:2

You shall be holy: "One should be separate from sexual transgressions and from sin, for any place that one
finds a fence [before] sexual transgressions, one [also] finds holiness (kedusha)" - this is the language of
Rashi. But in Sifra, Kedoshim, Section 1, Chapter 2, | saw only, "You shall be holy." And [so,] they learned
there (Sifra, Shemini, Chapter 12:3), "And you shall sanctify yourselves and be holy, since holy am I' (Le
viticus 11:44) - Just like | am holy, you should be holy; just like | am separate, you should be separate." But
according to my opinion, this separation is not to separate from sexual transgressions, like the words of the
rabbi (Rashi). But [rather], the separation is the one mentioned in every place in the Talmud where its
[practitioners] are called those that have separated themselves (perushim). And the matter is [that] the Torah
prohibited sexual transgressions and forbidden foods, and permitted sexual relations between husband and
wife and the eating of meat and [the drinking of] wine. If so, a desirous person will find a place to be lecherous
with his wife or his many wives, or to be among the guzzlers of wine and the gluttons of meat. He will speak
as he pleases about all the vulgarities, the prohibition of which is not mentioned in the Torah. And behold, he



would be a scoundrel with the permission of the Torah. Therefore, Scripture came, after it specified the
prohibitions that it completely forbade, and commanded a more general [rule] - that we should be separated
from [indulgence of] those things that are permissible...
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Megillah 6b
Rabbi Yitzhak said: If a person says to you: | have labored and not found success, do not believe

him. Similarly, if he says to you: | have not labored but nevertheless | have found success, do not
believe him. If, however, he says to you: | have labored and | have found success, believe him.
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Sanhedrin 97a

This is as in that practice of Rabbi Zeira, who, when he would find Sages who were engaging in
discussions about the coming of the Messiah, said to them: Please, | ask of you, do not delay his
coming by calculating the end of days. As we learn in a baraita: There are three matters that come only by

means of diversion of attention from those matters, and these are they: The Messiah, a lost item, and
a scorpion.
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Bamidbar Rabbah 19:4
R. Joshua of Sikhnin said in the name of R. Levi, “Over each and every word that the Holy One, blessed be
He, spoke to Moshe, He spoke to him of its [related] uncleanness and of its purification. When he made
known the Parashah (starting with Lev. 21:1), ‘Speak (Emor) unto the priests,’” [Moshe] said to him, ‘Master
of the world, if [a priest] becomes unclean (through touching a human corpse), what means is there for his
purification?” When [the Holy One, blessed be He,] did not answer, at that time the face of Moshe turned
yellow (with shame). Then when the Holy One, blessed be He, reached the parashah on the [red] heifer, the
Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, ‘Moshe, [when | gave you] that saying which | spoke to you (in Lev.
21:1), “Go, speak unto the priests,” then you said to me, “If one becomes unclean, what means will there be
for his purification,” | did not answer [you at that time. Now] this is his purification (in Numb. 19:17), “They
shall take some ashes from the burning of the sin offering (i.e., the red heifer).””
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Pesachim 66b

Rather, Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish rejected this proof and said that a different proof may be brought from
here: “Command the children of Israel that they send out from the camp any leper and any zav and
anyone impure by reason of a corpse” (Bamidbar 5:2). Let the verse say only that they are to send out
those who are ritually impure due to a corpse, and not say anything about zavin and lepers, and I would
say this law on my own through an a fortiori inference: If those ritually impure due to a corpse, whose
impurity is not so severe as it is contracted from an external source, are sent out from the camp, with regard
to zavin and lepers (Rashi: zavin and lepers who are the source of their own impurity), all
the more so is it not clear that they should be sent out? Thus, the verse contains unnecessary information.
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Deuteronomy 4:4
while you, who held fast to Hashem your G-d, are all alive today.
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Tanya, Igeret Hakodesh, elucidation of Epistle 27

This may be explained along the lines of what | received on the saying of our sages, of blessed memory,
that "He has left life unto all the living."

As is known, the life of the tzadik is not a physical life but a spiritual life, consisting of faith, awe, and love.
Thus of faith it is written: "And the tzadik lives by his faith." Of awe it is written; "The awe of Hashem is for
life." And of love it is written: "He who pursues tzedakah and chesed, will find life," and chesed refers to
love.
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16. Tanya Chapter 35

Note: This accords with the comment and explanation which | heard from my teacher, peace to him, on a
passage in Etz Chayim stating that the light of the blessed En Sof does not become unified even in the world
of Atzilut, unless it clothes itself first in the sefirah of Wisdom— the reason being that the Messed En Sof
is the true One Who is One Alone and apart from Whom there is nothing, and this is the level of Wisdom, and

SO on.



