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And you shall do what is proper and good in the eyes of the Lord, in order that it may be well
with you, and that you may come and possess the good land which the Lord swore to your
forefathers,
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This is not the limit of this principle. Even when a person sells property which he owns to
another person, his colleague, the owner of the property neighboring his, has the right to pay
the purchase price to the buyer and remove him from his purchase. The purchaser who comes
from afar is considered as the agent of the neighbor.

This applies whether the original owner's agent conducted the sale, or whether the property
was sold by the court, the privilege of a neighbor is granted. Even if the purchaser was a Torah
scholar, a non-immediate neighbor,and a relative of the seller, while the neighbor was an
unlearned learned person with no family connections to the seller, the neighbor receives
priority and may remove the purchaser.



This practice stems from the charge Deuteronomy 6:18: "And you shall do what is just and
good. " Our Sages said: "Since the sale is fundamentally the same, it is 'just and good,' that
the property should be acquired by the neighbor, instead of the person living further away."

If there are many neighbors, all have a right to acquire the property which was sold. It is
divided among them equally, according to their number, and they all must reimburse the buyer
for the purchase price.

This applies provided they all come at the same time. If, however, one comes and purchases
the property from the buyer, he alone acquires it, for he is a neighbor. Similarly, if some of the
neighbors comes and purchase it and others are in a distant country, those who are present
are entitled to purchase it and it becomes theirs.

Similarly, if a person sells a property to one neighbor or one of his business partners, even if
he is not a partner in the ownership of landed property, that person acquires it. The other
partners or neighbors do not have the right to acquire it together with him.
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If a buyer bought a field from a gentile or a seller sold a field to a gentile, this purchase or sale
is not subject to the halakha of one whose field borders the field of his neighbor.
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If a seller sold a field to a gentile, the gentile is certainly not bound by the command of: “And
you shall do that which is right and good in the eyes of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:18). The
gentile is therefore under no obligation to refrain from purchasing this land.
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"And you shall do what is fair and good" - In this matter you (the would-be purchaser) loses
nothing (for you can find other lots to purchase), so you should not trouble the owner of the
adjoining property who might otherwise end up with many partial lots.
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When a person sells property to a gentile, the seller is placed under a ban of ostracism until he
accepts responsibility for any loss that the gentile might cause his neighbors and the gentile
agrees to conduct himself in relation to his neighbors according to Jewish law in all matters. If
the gentile compels a neighbor to accept a loss for which he would not be responsible
according to Jewish law, the seller is compelled to make restitution.
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The Gemara comments: There were those who understood that this principle applies only to
rabbinic prohibitions but not to Torah prohibitions, with regard to which the transgressors must
be reprimanded. However, this is not so; it is no different whether the prohibition is by Torah
law or whether it is by rabbinic law, we do not say anything to them. For example, on the eve of
Yom Kippur, there is an obligation that one begin the fast while it is still day, before sunset, as
the extension of Yom Kippur. During this time, one must observe all the halakhot. This mitzva
of extending Yom Kippur is by Torah law, and yet people eat and drink until darkness falls but
we do not say anything to them, as we know they will pay no attention.
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Nevertheless, one should not hasten to recite Kiddush before it is definitely nightfall. Even
though on other festivals a person may add [time] from the mundane to the holy and recite
Kiddush and eat while it is still day [on the day preceding the festival], nevertheless, one may
not do so on Pesach. [The rationale is that Scripture] links eating matzah to partaking of the
Pesach sacrifice, as it is written:“You shall eat [the Pesach sacrifice] together with matzah and
bitter herbs,” and with regard to the Pesach sacrifice, it is written: “They shall eat the meat on
this night,” [implying that the Pesach sacrifice must be eaten] specifically at night.



Since the Scriptural requirement to eat matzah [applies] only after nightfall, therefore, all the
four cups [of wine] that our Sages ordained may similarly [be drunk] only at night, during the
time when it is fit to partake of matzah, for all [the practices] established by our Sages were
ordained in a manner resembling Scriptural practices. [Since] the cup [of wine over which]
Kiddush [is recited] is one of the four cups [of wine to be drunk at the Seder], therefore, it must
[be drunk] when it is actually night and not during [the time] added from the mundane to the
holy.
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The standard procedure was that the members of the incoming watch divide the shewbread in

the north section of the courtyard, and the outgoing watch in the south. However, there was
one exception: The watch of Bilga, due to a penalty imposed upon it, always divides the
shewbread to its members in the south, even when it is the incoming watch. And its ring used
to facilitate slaughter of the animals was fixed in place, rendering it useless, and its niche
among the niches in the wall of the Chamber of Knives, where the priests would store their
knives and other vessels, was sealed
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We learned in the mishna that Bilga always divides the shewbread in the south, even when it
is the incoming watch. The Gemara elaborates: The Sages taught in a baraita: There was an
incident involving Miriam, the daughter of a member of the Bilga watch, who apostatized and
went and married a soldier [sardeyof] serving in the army of the Greek kings. When the Greeks
entered the Sanctuary, she entered with them and was kicking with her sandal on the altar and
said: Wolf, wolf [lokos], until when will you consume the property of the Jewish people, and yet
you do not stand with them when they face exigent circumstances? And after the victory of the
Hasmoneans over the Greeks, when the Sages heard about this matter and how she
denigrated the altar, they fixed the ring of the Bilga watch in place, rendering it nonfunctional,
and sealed its niche.
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And some say that the watch was penalized for a different reason. It happened once that
some members of the Bilga watch tarried in arriving at the Temple. The members of the



previous watch, the watch of Yeshevav, his brother, entered together with the members of the
Bilga watch who had arrived, and served in the place of the absent members of his brother’s
watch. The Gemara notes: Although neighbors of the wicked do not typically profit, according
to the principle: Woe unto the wicked, woe unto his neighbor, Bilga’s neighbors profited, as
Bilga always divides the shewbread in the south, even when the watch is incoming, and his
brother Yeshevav always divides in the north, even when the watch is outgoing.
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The Gemara clarifies: Granted, according to the one who said that Bilga was penalized
because members of his watch tarried in arriving at the Temple; that is why the entire watch is
penalized. However, according to the one who said it is due to Miriam, daughter of Bilga, who
apostatized, do we penalize the entire watch of Bilga because of his daughter? Abaye said:
Yes, as people say, the speech of a child in the marketplace is learned either from that of his
father or from that of his mother. Miriam would never have said such things had she not heard
talk of that kind in her parents’ home.

NNaY] WY 20 2TX7 200,117 IR YT IR AR X 70nYin R707 2'017 ARl N1AX DI
L 172K DR'77un 9 2 200 D PTY NIRRT

The Gemara asks: And due to Miriam’s father and mother, do we penalize an entire watch?
Abaye said: Woe unto the wicked, woe unto his neighbor. To conclude the tractate on a
positive note, the Gemara says: Good for the righteous, good for his neighbor, as it is stated:
“Say you of the righteous that it shall be good for him, for they shall eat the fruit of their doings”
(Isaiah 3:10); the neighbors of a righteous man who witness and acknowledge the good that
befalls him will benefit from their proximity to him.
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All persons disqualified from performing sacrificial service1 may slaughter sacrificial animals,
even sacrifices of the most sacred order, as an initial preference, with the exception of a
person who is ritually impure, who may not slaughter as an initial preference. Even though he
stands outside the Temple Courtyard and inserts his hands and slaughters in the Courtyard,
[he was restricted]. This a decree, lest he touch the [sacrificial] meat
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Receiving the blood [of a sacrificial animal], bringing it to the altar, casting it on the altar and
bringing the limbs [of a sacrificial animal] to the ramp, are all tasks that are only acceptable if

performed by a priest who is fit to perform service, as we explained with regard to taking the
handful of flour from a meal offering or snipping of the head of a fowl.

2" 1d7n "N 9 ntnan na npa n"an (13

DX NNy D'N2YAN N'A TY i9Y 7NdN .2iaYn N7 YNl D' DX DINT? [iI9¥D A NITYD AN

i DTN DX 'O'YONRI |'7iR DYl .nxNRd Nink 2" 0'napnn na
The Courtyard was 135 cubits wide, from north to south. The measurement can be broken
down as follows:

Eight cubits from the northern wall until the butchering area.

Twelve and one half cubits, the width of the butchering area. There, they would suspend the
sacrificed animals [on posts] and remove their hides
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It is natural for a man's character and actions to be influenced by his friends and associates
and for him to follow the local norms of behavior. Therefore, he should associate with the
righteous and be constantly in the company of the wise, so as to learn from their deeds.



Conversely, he should keep away from the wicked who walk in darkness, so as not to learn
from their deeds.
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When the condemned man is at a distance of about ten cubits from the place of stoning, they
say to him: Confess your transgressions, as the way of all who are being executed is to
confess. As whoever confesses and regrets his transgressions has a portion in the
World-to-Come. For so we find with regard to Achan, that Joshua said to him: “My son, please
give glory to the Lord, God of Israel, and make confession to Him” (Joshua 7:19). And the next
verse states: “And Achan answered Joshua, and said: Indeed | have sinned against the Lord,
God of Israel, and like this and like that have | done.” And from where is it derived that Achan’s
confession achieved atonement for him? It is derived from here, as it is stated: “And Joshua
said: Why have you brought trouble on us? The Lord shall trouble you this day” (Joshua 7:25).
Joshua said to Achan as follows: On this day of your judgment you are troubled, but you will
not be troubled in the World-to-Come.

a,n"y,"a p'inar (16

JYY .DMIND KT L POT KT IN'K 77201 ,1"KI 101 ') IR AT RT3 7100 2j7Y! XTD KT KD

ANAORELNRIN AT INT 7N RDT L, TARDNG L NDAYK X7 40K QX TN N R LAY KRR 7'0)

AR AT R it 'o

1,0"> nayn (17

N'Y9Y '¥N'71 AT VT — XD A1 0RY'Y 1)) TR KY'T A7 NIKT TRIY! 12 270 19D 10 MK
AT NMAT — T2
Rav Pappa said: Therefore, in the case of a Jew who has litigation with a gentile, let him avoid

him in the month of Av, when the Jews’ fortune is bad, and he should make himself available in
Adar, when his fortune is good.
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They sinned doubly, as it is written: “Jerusalem has committed a sin [het hata]” (Lamentations
1:8).217 They were punished doubly, as it is written: “For it has received from the hand of the
Lord double for all its sins” (Isaiah 40:2). They are comforted doubly, as it is written: “Comfort,
comfort [nahamu nahamu] My people” (Isaiah 40:1).
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"Console, console My people," says your God.
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I, yea | am He Who consoles you; who are you that you fear man who will die and the son of
man, who shall be made [as] grass?
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We have the custom to get up at the break of dawn to recite Selichot and tachanunim from
Rosh Chodesh Elul until Yom Kippur.
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;Wholly righteous people are immediately written and sealed for life
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