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Reuben, you are my first-born, My might and first fruit of my vigor,
Exceeding in rank And exceeding in honor.

Unstable as water, you shall excel no longer; For when you
mounted your father’s bed, You brought disgrace—my couch he
mounted!

nxw I SUPERIORITY IN DIGNITY — Since you were the first-born
it was proper that you should be superior to your brothers by
being endowed with the priesthood. This term nxw “lifting up”
alludes to the o’o> mx>wi the raising of the hands when the priests
pronounce the benediction (cf. Onkelos).

1w ann SUPERIORITY IN POWER — meaning in royal rank, as is
meant by v in (1 Samuel 2:10) “And he will give strength (1v) unto
His king”. And what caused you to lose all these?

on3 o The impetuosity and the precipitance with which you so
hastily showed your wrath, just like water that rushes headlong in
its course — therefore

amn Y% THOU SHALT NOT BE SUPERIOR— you will not receive all
these many prerogatives that were proper to you. And what was
this impetuosity which you displayed?

The sons of Reuben the first-born of Israel. (He was the first-born;
but when he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given to the
sons of Joseph son of Israel, so he is not reckoned as first-born in
the genealogy;
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And now, [ assign to you one portion more than to your brothers,
which [ wrested from the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

Another explanation of this verse: 7nx 0ow ONE PORTION [ABOVE
THY BRETHREN] — this refers to the birthright (Genesis Rabbah
97:6): that Joseph'’s children should receive two portions when
Canaan would be divided amongst the tribes (cf. Deuteronomy
60:17; Joseph therefore was to be regarded as the first-born). The
word Do signifies portion.

The sons of Leah: Reuben—J]acob’s first-born—Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun.

apy» 1192 JACOB’S FIRSTBORN — firstborn with regard to heritage,
firstborn with regard to Divine Service (for before the Levites were
appointed to minister to God the duty devolved upon the oldest
son in each family), firstborn in any enumeration of the twelve
tribes; for the right of a firstborn son was given to Joseph only in
respect of the tribes — in that he founded two tribes (just as a
firstborn son received a double portion in his father’s property)
(Genesis Rabbah 82:11).

Judah is a lion’s whelp; On prey, my son, have you grown. He
crouches, lies down like a lion, Like a lioness —who dare rouse
him?

ayon FROM THE PREY (literally, tearing) — From the deed of
which I suspected you when I said (Genesis 37:33) “Joseph is torn
in pieces, an evil beast hath devoured him” — and by that Judah
was meant who was likened to a lion —
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5y 12 THOU WENTEST UP, O MY SON — from that murderous
deed you withdrew saying, (Genesis. 5:26) “what profit is it if we
slay our brother”, and similarly did he act when Tamar was
condemned to death, for he said “She is righteous: mine is the
blame” (cf. Rashi on Genesis 38:26), therefore as a reward 23 y75
HE STOOPED DOWN, HE CROUCHED etc. — as we are told of the
days of Solomon (1 Kings 5:5) “[Israel dwelt safely] every man
under his vine etc.” (Genesis Rabbah 99:8).

though Judah became more powerful than his brothers and a
leader came from him, yet the birthright belonged to Joseph.

Because Judah prevailed over his brothers as it says (Gen.
49:9): “Judah is a lion’s cub.”

When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in
the pit, he rent his clothes.

121x%7 2w AND REUBEN RETURNED — When he (Joseph) was sold
he had not been present, for it was his day (his turn) to go to attend
to his father (Genesis Rabbah 84:19). Another explanation is: he
had not sat with them at the meal because he was occupied with
his sack-cloth and fast in penitence for having disturbed his
father’s couch (Genesis Rabbah 84:19).

N0 nya °nn AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THAT TIME — Why is this
section placed here thus interrupting the section dealing with the
history of Joseph? To teach that his brothers degraded him from
his high position. When they saw their father’s grief they said, “You
told us to sell him: if you had told us to send him back to his father
we would also have obeyed you” (Genesis Rabbah 85:2).

While Israel stayed in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah,
his father’s concubine; and Israel found out. Now the sons of Jacob
were twelve in number.
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25w AND HE LAY — Because he had disturbed his couch Scripture
accounts it to him as though he had actually sinned in this manner.
But why did he disturb his couch? When Rachel died Jacob
removed to Bilhah’s tent and Reuben came and protested against
the slight thus inflicted on his mother (Leah). He said: “If my
mother’s sister was her rival, is that any reason why the handmaid
of my mother’s sister should become a rival to her!” On this
account he disturbed the couch (Shabbat 55b).

Jwy 01w 1py’ 12 i NOW THE SONS OF JACOB WERE TWELVE —
Scripture begins again where it left off the previous narrative (i.e.
the birth of Benjamin): when Benjamin was born the destined
number of his sons was complete and it was proper that they
should then be enumerated; and therefore it enumerates them.
Our Rabbis explained that these words are intended to tell us that
Jacob’s twelve sons were all equal — they were all equally
righteous, for Reuben had committed no actual sin (Shabbat 55b).

71X 9 A YOUNG LION — He prophesied this with reference to
David who, when he began his military career, was but as a whelp
— as it states, (2 Samuel 5:2) “when Saul was king over us it was
thou that didst lead out and bring in Israel” — but who later on
became as a lion when they made him king over themselves. That
is what Onkelos means by translating it “A ruler he shall he x17wa”
— at the beginning

One who makes a breach Goes before them; They enlarge it to a
gate And leave by it. Their king marches before them, The LORD at
their head
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Dedicated in loving memory of Chana Leah Bas Reb Shimon 71"p, on her Yartzeit 7 Teves
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