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Shemos 21:2

Should you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall work [for] six years, and in the seventh [year], he shall go out to
freedom without charge.
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Rashi on Shemos 21:2:1

Should you buy a Hebrew slave: This means a servant who is a Hebrew. Or perhaps this is not so, but it
means a servant of a Hebrew (one who had been the servant of a Hebrew), i. e. a Canaanite servant whom
you bought from a Hebrew, Should your brother, a Hebrew man... be sold to you, [he shall serve you for
six years]! — And if you ask, how | will then explain the commandment, (Vayikra 25:46) “and you shall
leave them (the Canaanite servants) as an inheritance for your children [and they shall serve you forever]’?
then | reply, that this refers to the case of a Canaanite servant who has been bought from a non-Jew; but
if such a servant has been bought from an Israelite he shall go free at the end of six years! — This
explanation that our text refers to a Canaanite servant will not hold, for the Torah states, (Devarim 15:12)
“Should your brother, a Hebrew man... be sold to you, [he shall serve you for six years]” — the Torah says,
as it were, by using the two terms mayn and 7'nx: | tell you this (that the servant shall go free in the seventh
year) only with regard to your brother!
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Rashi on Shemos 21:2:2

Should you buy: — This means an Hebrew servant whom you bought from the hand of the court which
sold him [into servitude] because of his theft, as it is said, (Shemos 22:2) “If he has no [money], he shall
be sold for his theft”. Or perhaps this is not so, but Scripture is referring to the case of one who sells himself
as a servant because of poverty, but if the court sold him, he does not go free after six [years]? This
assumption it erroneous, When he [the Torah] says: “And if your brother becomes impoverished beside
you and is sold to you” (Vayikra 25:39), it is plain that in this passage there is mentioned the case of one
who sells himself on because of poverty. So [to avoid repetition,] how do | apply “Should you buy”? [By
understanding that this is] concerning one sold by the court.
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Bereishis 41:12

A Hebrew youth was there with us, a servant of the chief steward; and when we told him our dreams, he
interpreted them for us, telling each of the meaning of his dream.

T72:'a X0 MaT.5
VN DY YN T YWY NiATOX ' D2 W7 NITNY
Divrei Hayamim | 2:34

Sheshan had no sons, only daughters; Sheshan had an Egyptian slave, whose name was Yarcha.
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| Shmuel 30:13

Then Dovid asked him, “To whom do you belong and where are you from?” “I am an Egyptian boy,” he
answered, “the slave of an Amalekite. My master abandoned me when | fell ill three days ago.
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Shemos 12:35-36

The Israelites had done Moshe’s bidding and borrowed from the Egyptians objects of silver and gold, and
clothing. And Hashem had disposed the Egyptians favorably toward the people, and they let them have
their request; thus they stripped the Egyptians.
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Shemos 15:22
And Moshe caused Israel to journey from the Red Sea ...
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Rashi on Shemos 15:22:1

AND MOSHE CAUSED [ISRAEL] TO JOURNEY — He made them journey against their own will, because
the Egyptians had adorned their horses with ornaments of gold and silver and with precious stones, and
the Israelites were finding these in the sea. Greater, indeed, was the booty they obtained at the Red Sea
then the booty they had brought out of Egypt — as it is said (Song 1:11) “Circlets of gold (the booty of the
Sea) will we make thee together with the studs of silver” (which we brought forth from Egypt) (Mekhilta
d'Rabbi Yishmael 12:36). On this account he was compelled to make them journey on against their will.
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Bereishis 15:13-14

And [Hashem] said to Avram, “Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs, and
they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years: but | will execute judgment on the nation they
shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great wealth.
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Shemos 20:19-22

Hashem said to Moshe: Thus shall you say to the Israelites: You yourselves saw that | spoke to you from
the very heavens: With Me, therefore, you shall not make any G-ds of silver, nor shall you make for
yourselves any G-ds of gold. Make for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your
sacrifices of well-being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where | cause My name to be mentioned
| will come to you and bless you. Make for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and
your sacrifices of well-being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where | cause My name to be
mentioned | will come to you and bless you. And if you make for Me an altar of stones, do not build it of
hewn stones; for by wielding your tool upon them you have profaned them.
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Shemos 20:10

but the seventh day is a Sabbath of Hashem your G-d: you shall not do any work—you, your son or
daughter, your male or female slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is within your settlements.
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Shemos 20:14

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house: you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female
slave, or his ox or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.
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Bereishis 24:1-4

Avraham was now old, advanced in years, and Hashem had blessed Avraham in all things. And Avraham
said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, “Put your hand under my
thigh: and | will make you swear by the LORD, the G-d of heaven and the G-d of the earth, that you will not



take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom | dwell, but will go to the land of
my birth and get a wife for my son Isaac.”
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Bereishis 26:5
inasmuch as Avraham obeyed Me and kept My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My teachings.
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Rashi on Bereishis 26:5

AVRAHAM OBEYED ME - when | put him to the test. AND KEPT MY CHARGE — This refers to
precautionary measures which are intended to make us avoid the infringement of Biblical prohibitions: such
are the Rabbinical inhibition of marriage between relatives in the second degree and the Rabbinical
regulations regarding not doing certain acts on the Sabbath. MY COMMANDMENTS — those matters
which, had they not been written in the Torah, we would nevertheless hold that they are fitting matters to
be the subject of a commandment, such as robbery and murder. MY ORDINANCES — matters which our
evil inclination and the heathen nations argue against the necessity of prohibiting, such as the eating of
pigs’s flesh and the wearing of garments made of a mixture of wool and linen — things for which there are
no apparent reasons but which are the King’s decrees and enactments imposed on His subjects. AND MY
LAWS — The plural serves to include with the written Law also the Oral Law which prescribes commands
that are an ancient institution given by G-d to Moshe from Sinai.
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Shemos 21:1
And these are the rules that you shall set before them:
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Rashi on Shemos 21:1

AND THESE ARE THE JUDGMENTS — Wherever n7x, “these are”, is used it cuts off the preceding
section from that which it introduces; where, however, n7x1 “and these” is used it adds something to the



former subject (i. e. forms a continuation of it). So also here: “And these are the judgments (i. e. these,
also)”: What is the case with the former commandments (the ten commandments)? They were given at
Sinai! So these, too, were given at Sinai! (R. Yishmael's opinion in Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 21:1).

Now why is this section dealing with the “civil laws” placed immediately after that commanding the making
of the altar? To tell you that you should seat (i. e. provide quarters for) the Sanhedrin in the vicinity of the
Temple.
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Shemos 21:5-6

But if the slave declares, “I love my master, and my wife and children: | do not wish to go free,” his master
shall take him before G-d. He shall be brought to the door or the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his
ear with an awl; and he shall then remain his slave for life.
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Rashi on Shemos 21:6:3

AND HIS MASTER SHALL BORE HIS EAR — ... What is the reason that the ear had to be pierced rather
than any other limb of the servant’s body? Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai said: That ear which heard on
Mount Sinai, (Shemos 20:13) “Thou shalt not steal” and yet its owner went and stole and was therefore
sold as a slave — let it be pierced! Or, in the case of him who sold himself from destitution, having
committed no theft, the reason is: That ear which heard on Mount Sinai what | said, (Vayikra 25:55) “For
unto Me the children Israel are servants” and yet its owner went and procured for himself another master
— let it be pierced! (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 21:6:3; Kiddushin 22b). Rabbi Shimon used to interpret this
verse [in a beautiful manner] like a bundle of pearls [or a great amount of perfume in this way:]: In what
respect are door and doorpost different from all other objects in the house that they should be singled out
for this purpose? G-d, in effect, said: door and doorpost that were eye-witnesses in Egypt when | passed
over the lintel and the two doorposts, freeing Israel from slavery, and when | said, (Vayikra 25:55) “For unto
Me the children of Israel are servants” — servants to Me but not servants of servants (of human beings),
and yet this man went and procured another master for himself — let him be pieced in their presence (i.e.
let them be eye-witnesses now when this man voluntarily prolongs his state of slavery)!
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