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And they heard: There are many Aggadic midrashim, and our Sages already arranged them in
their proper order in Genesis Rabbah and in other midrashim, but | have come only [to teach]
the simple meaning of the Scripture and such Aggadah that clarifies the words of the verses,
each word in its proper way.
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The Alter Rebbe once said:1 “The commentary of Rashi on the Chumash is ‘the wine of the

Torah.’ It unlocks the heart and reveals one’s essential love and fear [for G-d]. Thecommentary
of Rashi on the Gemara unlocks the mind and reveals the essence of one’s mind.”
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But you shall not rebel against the Lord, and you will not fear the people of that land for they
are [as] our bread. Their protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear
them."
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you shall not rebel: And consequently, “You will not fear....”
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for they are [as] our bread: We will consume them like bread.
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Their protection is removed from them: Their shield and strength, their virtuous ones have
died- [namely,] Job, who protected them. (Another interpretation: The shade [protection] of the
Omnipresent has departed from them.)
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However, the people who inhabit the land are mighty, and the cities are extremely huge and
fortified, and there we saw even the offspring of the giant.
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They spread an [evil] report about the land which they had scouted, telling the children of
Israel, "The land we passed through to explore is a land that consumes its inhabitants, and all
the people we saw in it are men of stature.
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There we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, descended from the giants. In our eyes, we
seemed like grasshoppers, and so we were in their eyes.
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They arose early in the morning and ascended to the mountain top, saying, "We are ready to
go up to the place of which the Lord spoke, for we have sinned. "
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Do not go up, for the Lord is not among you, [so that] you will not be beaten by your enemies.
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For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you will fall by the sword. For
you have turned away from the Lord, and the Lord will not be with you.
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And [in the] morning, you shall see: This was not stated in reference to “and behold, the glory
of the Lord appeared in the cloud” (verse 10), but this is what he [Moses] said to them: In the
evening you shall know that He has the ability to grant your desire, and He will give [you] meat;
but He will not give it to you with a smiling countenance, because you requested it
inappropriately and with a full stomach. As for the bread, which you requested out of necessity,
however, when it comes down in the morning, you shall see the glory of the radiance of His
countenance. For He will bring it down to you lovingly, in the morning, when there is time to
prepare it, and with dew over it and dew under it as if it were lying in a box. — [from Mechilta
Yoma 75a,b]
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meat to eat: But not to be satiated. The Torah [here] teaches us a rule of behavior we should
not eat meat to satiety. What did He see [what reason did He have] to bring down bread in the
morning and meat in the evening? Because they requested bread appropriately, since it is
impossible for a person to get along without bread, but they requested meat inappropriately,
because they had many animals, and furthermore, it was possible for them to get along without
meat. Therefore, He gave it to them at a time when it would be a burden for them to prepare it,
[at an] inappropriate [time]. — [from Mechilta Yoma 75b]
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"And |, behold | am setting up My covenant with you and with your seed after you.
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And with every living creature that is with you, among the fowl, among the cattle, and among
all the beasts of the earth with you, of all those who came out of the ark, of all the living
creatures of the earth.
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The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are on all His works.
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When a non-Jew slaughters an animal, it is considered as a carcass and imparts impurity
when carried. This applies even when a Jew is supervising him and even if he slaughtered it
properly with an acceptable knife. Whether the slaughterer is a gentile, a Samaritan, or a
resident alien, his slaughter causes the animal to be considered as a carcass.

According to my estimation, this is also a Rabbinical decree, for the impurity imparted by false
deities and objects offered to them is a Rabbinical decree, as will be explained. And it is
because of their worship of false deities that the Samaritans were distanced and their
slaughter forbidden. If you will ask: According to Scriptural Law, it is forbidden to partake of an
animal which they slaughtered? In resolution, it can be said that not everything that is
forbidden to be eaten imparts impurity. For an animal that is tereifah, but which was
slaughtered properly, is forbidden to be eaten, but is ritually pure. It is impossible to obligate a
person for karet for such impurity for entering the Temple or for partaking of sacrificial foods
unless one can clearly prove his assertion that he contracted impurity.
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The Lord is your Guardian; the Lord is your shadow; [He is] by your right hand.
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And some say that the angel Gabriel recited: “And the truth of the Lord endures forever.” This
Gemara elaborates: When the evil Nimrod threw our father, Abraham, into the fiery furnace,
Gabriel said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, | will descend and
cool the furnace, and | will thereby save the righteous Abraham from the fiery furnace. The
Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: | am unique in my world and Abraham is still unique in
his world. It is fitting for the unique to save the unique. Therefore, God Himself went down and
saved him. And as the Holy One, Blessed be He, does not withhold reward from any creature
who sought to perform a good deed, He said to Gabriel: You will merit the rescue of three of
his descendants under similar circumstances.
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And a man who lies with an animal, shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the animal.
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And you shall kill the animal: If the man sinned, in what way did the animal sin? However,
since a failing came [upon a person] through [the animal], therefore, Scripture says: It must be
stoned [to death]! How much more so [is this relevant] to a human being, who knows how to
distinguish between good and evil, and yet brings evil upon his fellow [by causing him] to
commit a transgression. Similar to this matter, it says, “You shall utterly destroy from all the
places [where the nations...worshipped-their gods]” (Deut. 12:2). It is surely [possible here to
draw] an inference from minor to major: If [in the case of] trees, which do not see and do not
hear, when a failing comes [upon a man] through them, the Torah says, Destroy them! Burn
them! Annihilate them!- how much more culpable is a human who leads his fellow astray from
the path of life to the paths of death! - [Torath Kohanim 20:115]
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Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak says: Their prohibition is their death penalty. Since the only

punishment mentioned in the Torah for transgressing a Noahide mitzva is execution, any
descendant of Noah who transgresses is liable to be executed.
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Rav Huna, Rav Yehuda, and all of the other students of Rav say: A descendant of Noah is
executed for transgressing any of the seven Noahide mitzvot; the Merciful One revealed this
punishment with regard to one mitzva, the prohibition of bloodshed, and the same is true with
regard to all of them.
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Anyone who accepts upon himself the fulfillment of these seven mitzvot and is precise in their

observance is considered one of 'the pious among the gentiles' and will merit a share in the
world to come.



This applies only when he accepts them and fulfills them because the Holy One, blessed be
He, commanded them in the Torah and informed us through Moses, our teacher, that Noah's
descendants had been commanded to fulfill them previously.

However, if he fulfills them out of intellectual conviction, he is not a resident alien, nor of 'the
pious among the gentiles,' nor of their wise men.
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If the Lord desires us, He will bring us to this land and give it to us, a land flowing with milk and
honey.
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For My angel will go before you, and bring you to the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Canaanites, the Hivvites, and the Jebusites, and | will destroy them.
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And | will send the tzir'ah before you, and it will drive out the Hivvites, the Canaanites, and the
Hittites from before you.
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| will drive them out from before you little by little, until you have increased and can occupy the
land.
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For Rebbi Samuel bar Nahman said, Joshua sent three orders to the Land of Israel before they
entered the Land: Those who want to evacuate should evacuate, those who want to make
peace should make peace, those who want to go to war should go to war. The Girgasites
evacuated, believed in the Holy One, praised be He, and went to Africa. (2K. 18:32, Is. 36:17)
“Until | come and take you to a land like your Land,” that is Africa. The people of Gibeon made
peace, (Jos. 10:1) “... that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel.” Thirty-one
kings went to war and fell.
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