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Numbers 19:11
He who touches the corpse of any human being shall be unclean for seven days.
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Yalkut Shimoni on theTorah 761

"He who touches the corpse” — [from here we derive:] One who touches a corpse is impure, but the corpse
itself is not impure. One who touches a corpse is impure, but the son of the Shunamite woman is not impure.
The sages said: when the son of the Shunamite woman died, anything with him in the house became impure
for seven days. And when he was resurrected, he was pure regarding touching sacrifices. Then the items in
the house touched him, and caused him to become impure. This says: “that which made you impure did not
make me impure, and you made me impure...”
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2b. Il Kings 4
"(8) One day Elisha visited Shunem. A wealthy woman lived there, and she urged him to have a meal; and
whenever he passed by, he would stop there for a meal... (12) He said to his servant Gehazi, “Call that
Shunammite woman.” He called her, and she stood before him. (13) He said to him, “Tell her, ‘You have gone
to all this trouble for us. What can we do for you?... (14) “...The fact is,” said Gehazi, “she has no son, and
her husband is old.” (15) “Call her,” he said. He called her, and she stood in the doorway. (16) And Elisha
said, “At this season next year, you will be embracing a son.” She replied, “Please, my lord, man of G-d, do
not delude your maidservant.” (17) The woman conceived and bore a son at the same season the following
year, as Elisha had assured her. (18) The child grew up. One day, he went out to his father among the
reapers. (19) [Suddenly] he cried to his father, “Oh, my head, my head!” He said to a servant, “Carry him to
his mother.” (20) He picked him up and brought him to his mother. And the child sat on her lap until noon;
and he died. (21) She took him up and laid him on the bed of the man of G-d, and left him and closed the
door... (32) Elisha came into the house, and there was the boy, laid out dead on his couch. (33) He went in,
shut the door behind the two of them, and prayed to Hashem. (34) Then he mounted [the bed] and placed
himself over the child. He put his mouth on its mouth, his eyes on its eyes, and his hands on its hands, as he
bent over it. And the body of the child became warm. (35) He stepped down, walked once up and down the
room, then mounted and bent over him. Thereupon, the boy sneezed seven times, and the boy opened his
eyes.
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3. Niddah 69b-70b

The Sages taught: The wise people of Alexandria asked twelve matters of Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Hinnana. Three of them were matters of wisdom, three were matters of aggada, three were matters of
ignorance, and three were matters of behavior... The Gemara lists the three matters of ignorance that
the sages of Alexandria asked Rabbi Yehoshua. What is the halakha with regard to the wife of Lot, who
was turned into a pillar of salt as she fled from the city of Sodom (Genesis 19:26), in terms of whether she
transmits ritual impurity as a corpse? Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: A corpse transmits ritual impurity,
but a pillar of salt, even if it was formerly a person, does not impart ritual impurity. The sages of Alexandria
also asked Rabbi Yehoshua: What is the halakha with regard to the son of the Shunammite woman, who



died and was brought to life by Elisha (Il Kings 4:33—-36), in terms of whether he transmits ritual impurity
after his resurrection? Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: A corpse transmits ritual impurity, but a living
person does not transmit ritual impurity, even if he had been dead temporarily. The sages of Alexandria
also asked Rabbi Yehoshua: With regard to the dead who will be resurrected in the future, will they require
sprinkling with ashes of the red heifer on the third and seventh days, like one who is purified after coming
into contact with a corpse, or will they not require that sprinkling? Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: When
they come to life, we will be clever for them and clarify the halakha. There are those who say that Rabbi
Yehoshua said to them: When Moshe our teacher comes with them, he will tell us the correct halakha.

T=T"".T"'" R nla'm 4
2700 4NTIXTIN IR INY) RTNININTRT WK TY TR 710170 10 N0 N2V QYRR DTN N7RD DATA IR Dl
WK NYDTINCINIY LA DN ANNZ IR 77N DN NN AR N7 QYN 1TDYT 2N DIRY DIRD UK A7)

.....

I Kings 17:17-24

After a while, the son of the mistress of the house fell sick, and his illness grew worse, until he had no breath
left in him. She said to Elijah, “What harm have | done you, O man of G-d, that you should come here to recall
my sin and cause the death of my son?” “Give me the boy,” he said to her; and taking him from her arms, he
carried him to the upper chamber where he was staying, and laid him down on his own bed. He cried out to
Hashem and said, “O LORD my G-d, will You bring calamity upon this widow whose guest | am, and let her
son die?” Then he stretched out over the child three times, and cried out to Hashem, saying, “O LORD my
G-d, let this child’s life return to his body!” Hashem heard Elijah’s plea; the child’s life returned to his body,
and he revived. Elijah picked up the child and brought him down from the upper room into the main room,
and gave him to his mother. “See,” said Elijah, “your son is alive.” And the woman answered Elijah, “Now |
know that you are a man of G-d and that the word of Hashem is truly in your mouth.”
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Rambam, Mishneh Torah, the Laws of impurity by a corpse 2:6

The following laws apply when there is a limb and/or flesh limply hanging from a person. Even though they
cannot be restored to their natural state and vitality, they are pure. If the person dies, the flesh is pure and
the limb imparts ritual impurity according to the laws pertaining to a limb severed from a living body and not
according to the laws pertaining to a limb severed from a corpse.

What are the differences between the laws pertaining to a limb severed from a living body and the laws



pertaining to a limb severed from a corpse? Flesh and bones that become separated from a limb severed
from a living person are pure. Flesh and bones that become separated from a limb severed from a corpse
are considered as if they were separate from an entire corpse and impart impurity according to the appropriate
measures.
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Rambam, Mishneh Torah, the Laws of impurity by a corpse 3:9

When a corpse was burned and its skeleton - i.e., the backbone and the ribs - is intact, it conveys impurity
like an entire corpse. Needless to say, this applies if the flesh is merely charred. If, however, it is burnt to the
extent that its form is destroyed, it is ritually pure.

Similarly, if a miscarried embryo which had already begun to have its limbs take form was mixed with water,
it is pure, because its form was destroyed.
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Exodus 4:1-7

But Moshe spoke up and said, “What if they do not believe me and do not listen to me, but say: Hashem did
not appear to you?” Hashem said to him, “What is that in your hand?” And he replied, “A rod.” He said, “Cast
it on the ground.” He cast it on the ground and it became a snake; and Moshe recoiled from it. Then Hashem
said to Moshe, “Put out your hand and grasp it by the tail’—he put out his hand and seized it, and it became
a rod in his hand— “that they may believe that Hashem, the G-d of their fathers, the G-d of Abraham, the G-
d of Isaac, and the G-d of Jacob, did appear to you.” Hashem said to him further, “Put your hand into your
bosom.” He put his hand into his bosom; and when he took it out, his hand was encrusted with snowy scales!
And He said, “Put your hand back into your bosom.”—He put his hand back into his bosom; and when he
took it out of his bosom, there it was again like the rest of his body.
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Mishnah Kelim 18:6
A bed that had contracted midras impurity:If a long side of it was broken and then he repaired it, it still retains



its midras impurity. If the second side was also broke and then he repaired it, it becomes pure from midras
impurity but is unclean by virtue of contact with midras. If before one could manage to repair the first side the
second one broke, the bed becomes clean.

"N N7¥-2 ¥ Y0 L9

Y N7 XNTNN KX DPAY DTN D7 DONRR YNCRP TRI9YE RI9Y I RD YN DWT INNINR XYM 217 0 R
X7 0'0N [N X 0NN N 'R DMN XY AT 'R NN [N NTR 00N A XETRRE DD RN TRNR 7Y W e
7¥ 1NNV DT W2 NIPN N7 W' NQWI DT NN [MYY NDIDT ¥ NN NDIDT 220 1" XN 9Ryne Y AT pw D
NNdI NNd NNR 7Y n"apn

Sanhedrin 90b-91a

The Roman emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: You say that the dead will live. Aren’t they dust? And
does dust come to life? The daughter of the emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: Leave him, and | will
respond to him with a parable. She said: There are two craftsmen in our city; one fashions vessels from
water, and one fashions vessels from mortar. Which is more noteworthy? The emperor said to her: It
is that craftsman that fashions vessels from water. His daughter said to him: If he fashions a vessel from
the water, all the more so is it not clear that he can fashion vessels from mortar? By the same token, if G-
d was able to create the world from water, He is certainly able to resurrect people from dust. The school of
Rabbi Yishmael taught that resurrection of the dead a fortiori from glass vessels: If concerning glass
vessels, which are fashioned by the breath of those of flesh and blood, who blow and form the vessels,
and yet if they break they can be repaired, as they can be melted and subsequently blown again, then with
regard to those of flesh and blood, whose souls are a product of the breath of the Holy One, Blessed be
He, all the more so can G-d restore them to life.
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Bereishis Rabbah 28:3

... Hadrian, may his bones be crushed, asked Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah: whence will man sprout in the
Hereafter? He replied: from the nut (luz) of the spinal column. He said to him: prove it to me. He had one
brought; he placed it in water but it did not dissolve, he put it in fire, but it was not burnt, he put it in a mill but
it was not ground. He placed it on an anvil and struck it with a hammer; the anvil split and the hammer was
broken but all this had no effect on the luz.
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Bava Basra 73b-74a

And Rabba bar bar Hana said: Once we were traveling in the desert and we were accompanied by a
certain Arab who would take dust and smell it and say: This is the road to such and such a place,
and that is the road to such and such a place. We said to him: How far are we from water? And he
said to us: Bring me dust. We brought it to him, and he said: Eight parasangs. Later, we said this a
second time, and gave him dust, and he said to us that we are at a distance of three parasangs. |
switched the type of dust to test him, but | could not confuse him, as he was an expert in this matter. That
Arab said to me: Come, | will show you the dead of the wilderness, i.e., the Jewish people who left
Egypt and died in the wilderness. | went and saw them; and they had the appearance of one who is
intoxicated, and they were lying on their backs. And the knee of one of them was elevated, and he
was so enormous that the Arab entered under his knee while riding a camel and with his spear
upright, and he did not touch him. | cut one corner of the sky-blue garment that contains ritual fringes
of one of them, and we were unable to walk. The Arab said to me: Perhaps you took something from
them? Return it, as we know by tradition that one who takes something from them cannot walk. |
then returned the corner of the garment, and then we were able to walk.
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Isaiah 26:19
Oh, let Your dead revive! Let corpses arise! Awake and shout for joy, You who dwell in the dust!— For Your

dew is like the dew on fresh growth; You make the land of the shades come to life.
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Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 34

Rabbi Ishmael said: All the bodies crumble into the dust of the earth, until nothing remains of the body except
a spoonful of earthy matter. In the future life, when the Holy One, blessed be He, calls to the earth to return
all the bodies deposited with it, that which had become mixed with the dust of the earth, like the yeast which
is mixed with the dough, improves and increases, and it raises up all the body. When the Holy One, blessed
be He, calls to the earth to return all the bodies deposited with it, that which has become mixed with the dust
of the earth, improves and increases and raises up all the body without water. Forthwith the earth quakes
and the mountains tremble, and the graves are opened, and the stones of the graves are scattered about
one from the other, as it is said, "And Hashem G-d shall save them || in that day as the flock of his people:
for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted on high over his land" (Zech. 9:16).
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Mishnah Oholot 2:1,3

These things defile by overshadowing: a corpse, an olive-sized [portion of flesh] of a corpse, an olive-sized
[portion] of nezel, a ladleful of corpse-mold, the spine or the skull, [a] full limb of a corpse, or [a full] limb
[severed] from a living person with the appropriate amount of flesh, a quarter [of a kav] of bones from the
structural majority or numerical majority, and the structural majority or numerical majority [of the bones] of a
corpse even though they do not amount to a quarter [of a kab]; [all these] are unclean. How many [bones]
form the numerical majority? One hundred and twenty-five.

The following defile by contact and carriage but not by overshadowing: A bone of barleycorn size, Earth from
a foreign country, A bet peras, A limb of a corpse, or a limb [severed] from a living person which has no longer
its appropriate flesh, A spine or a skull which is deficient. How much is [considered] a deficiency in the spine?
Bet Shammai say: two vertebrae, But Bet Hillel say: even one vertebra. And in the skull? Bet Shammai say:
[the size of a] hole [made] by a drill, But Bet Hillel say: as much as would be taken from a living person and
he would die. Of what drill did they speak? Of the small one [used] by physicians, the words of Rabbi Meir.
But the sages say: of the large one in the Temple-chamber.
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Rambam, Mishneh Torah, the Laws of impurity by a corpse 3:4
The decomposed mass of a corpse does not impart ritual impurity unless it is buried naked in a coffin of
marble, glass, or the like, and it was totally intact at the time of burial...
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Midrash Tanchuma, Chukat 10
So too Moshe said to the Holy One, blessed be He, “Master of the world, see, You have decreed for me to



die in the desert along with this wicked generation who angered You,” as stated (in Ps. 78:40), “How often
did they defy Him in the desert and grieve Him in the wilderness.” “Now the [future] generations will say | was
like them. Let it be written about me why | came to be punished.” It is therefore written (in Numb. 20:12),
“because you did not trust in Me to sanctify Me, therefore you will not bring.” The Holy One, blessed be He,
said to Moshe, “With what countenance do you want to enter the land?" The situation is comparable to a
shepherd who went out to feed the king's flock, and the flock was carried off. [When] the shepherd wanted to
come into the king's palace, the king said to him, “They will say that you caused the flock to be carried off.”
Here also the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moshe, “[Would it be] your glory that you are the one who led
sixty myriads out [of bondage] and buried them in the desert and are bringing another generation into [the
land]. Now they will say, ‘The generation of the wilderness has no share in the world to come.” Rather be in
their pain, and come along with them [in the future].” Thus it is stated (in Deut. 33:21), “[for there is an honored
lawgiver's portion,] where he came at the head of the people....” Therefore it is stated (in Numb. 20:12),
“therefore you shall not lead this congregation,” that came out with you.



