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And they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" And he said, "Behold in the tent.
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And they said to him: Heb 1x.

There are dots over the letters rx in the word r9x. And we learned: Rabbi Simeon the son of
Eleazar says: “Wherever the [undotted] letters.are more than the dotted ones, you must expound
on the [undotted] letters, etc.” And here, the dotted letters are more than the [undotted] letters,
and you must expound on the dotted [letters]. [The meaning is that] they also asked
Sarah,“Where (vX) is Abraham?” (Gen. Rabbah 48:15) We learn that a person should ask in his
lodging place of the husband about the wife, and of the wife about the husband (B.M. 87a). In
Bava Metzia (ad loc.) it is said: The ministering angels knew where our mother Sarah was, but
[they asked in order| to make known that she was modest, in order to endear her to her husband.
Said Rabbi Joseph the son of Chanina: In order to send her a cup of blessing (i.e., the cup of wine
upon which the Grace after Meals is recited).



Behold in the tent: She is modest:
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The letters “rX” have dots, whereas the “9” does not. Rabbi Simeon the son of Eleazar says:
“Wherever the [undotted] letters are more than the dotted ones, you must expound on the
[undotted] letters.”... here, the dotted letters are more than the [undotted] letters, and you must
expound on the dotted [letters]|, (meaning that they also asked Sarah) “Where (vX) (is
Abraham)?”
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The next verse states: “And they said to him: Where is Sarah your wife? And he said: Behold, in
the tent” (Genesis 18:9). The Gemara explains that this verse serves to inform us that Sarah, our
foremother, was a modest woman, as she remained inside while the guests were present. Rav
Yehuda says that Rav says, and some say it is Rabbi Yitzhak who says: The ministering angels,
who visited Abraham in the guise of travelers, knew that Sarah, our foremother, was inside the
tent. Rather, what was the purpose of their eliciting Abraham’s response: In the tent? It was in
order to endear her to her husband, by accentuating Sarah’s modesty.

Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, says: They inquired about her in order to send her the cup of
blessing. It is customary to recite Grace after Meals over a cup of wine, which is then distributed
to those present. It is taught in the name of Rabbi Yosei: Why are there dots in the Torah scroll
upon the letters alef, yod, and vav in the word “to him [eilav]™? These letters spell ayo, which
means: Where is he? The Torah is teaching the proper etiquette, which is that a person should
inquire of his hostess about his host, just as he should inquire about the welfare of his hostess
from the host. The Gemara asks: But doesn’t Shmuel say: One may not inquire about the welfare
of a woman at all, as this is immodest? The Gemara answers: A greeting by means of her husband
is different. Asking a husband about his wife is not considered immodest.
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And they gave their father wine to drink on that night, and the elder came and lay with her father,
and he did not know of her lying down or of her rising up.
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or of her rising up: Heb. nmp21; mentioned in conjunction with the elder, is dotted (i.e., there is a
dot over the second “vav”), to denote that when she arose, he did know, but nevertheless he was
not careful not to drink on the second night (Nazir 23a).
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and behold, three men: One to bring the news [of Isaac’s birth| to Sarah, and one to overturn
Sodom, and one to heal Abraham, for one angel does not perform two errands (Gen. Rabbah 50:2).
You should know that [this is true] because throughout the entire chapter, Scripture mentions
them in the plural, e.g., (below verse 8): “and they ate” ; (ibid. verse 9): “and they said to him.”
Concerning the announcement, however, it says (ibid. verse 10): “And he said: I will surely return
to you.” And concerning the overturning of Sodom, it says (below 19:22): “For I will not be able to
do anything”; (ibid. verse 21): “I will not overturn” (Gen. Rabbah 50:11). And Raphael, who healed
Abraham, went from there to save Lot. This is what is stated: “And it came to pass when they took
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them outside, that he [the angel] said, ‘Flee for your life.” You learn that only one acted as a

deliverer.
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And Esau ran toward him and embraced him, and he fell on his neck and kissed him, and they
wept.
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and kissed him: Heb. inpw: There are dots over the word. There is controversy concerning this
matter in a Baraitha of Sifrei (Beha’alothecha 69). Some interpret the dots to mean that he did not
kiss him wholeheartedly. Rabbi Simeon ben Yochai said: It is a well known tradition that Esau
hated Jacob, but his compassion was moved at that time, and he kissed him wholeheartedly.
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Regarding the woman from Shunem: “And she said to her husband: Behold now, I perceive that
he is a holy man of God who passes by us continually” (II Kings 4:9). Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi
Hanina, said: From here, where the woman from Shunem perceived the prophet’s greatness before
her husband did, derive that a woman recognizes the character of her guests more than a man does
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The Sages taught in a baraita: One may not bake bread on one Festival day for the next, i.e., on the
first Festival day for the second Festival day kept in the Diaspora. Nevertheless, actually, they said
the following established halakha: A woman may fill an entire pot with meat to cook on a Festival,
although she requires only one piece for that day, and all the remainder will be for the following
day. Similarly, a baker may fill an entire barrel with water in order to heat it up although he
requires only a jug of hot water. But with regard to baking, he may bake only that which he
requires for that day. 10The baraita continues: Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: A woman may fill

the entire oven with bread, although she does not intend to use it all on that day, because bread
bakes well when the oven is full. A full oven has less empty space and is therefore hotter;



consequently, filling the oven with bread serves not only to provide bread for the next day but
also to improve the bread to be eaten that same day. Rava said: The halakha is in accordance with
the opinion of Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar.
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He who follows the medical directions, but sets his heart merely to keep his body and limbs
healthy and beget children to do his work and strive for his needs, such is not the good way. But
he should set his heart to have a sound and strong body so that his soul be tranquil to acquire the
knowledge of the Lord,; for, it is impossible that one should comprehend and improve himself in
scholarship when he is hungry, or sick, or when one of his limbs pains; but he should set his heart
to have a son who, perhaps will be a great sage in Israel Consequently, one who follows such way
all of his life, is constantly in God's service, even when he is buying and selling, even when he
performs the grossest duty, seeing that his thought beneath it all is to find enough to satisfy his
wants, so that his body be sound, ready to serve God. Even when one sleeps, if his sleep be
purposeful so that his mind be rested, and rests his body so as to prevent himself from becoming
sick and be unable to serve God as a result of sickness, it will be found that even his very sleep is
part of his service to God, blessed is Hel And on this subject the sages commanded and said: ‘And
let all thine actions be with devotion to the Name of God" (Pir. Av. 2.12); and, concerning this
Solomon in his wisdom said: "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will make level thy paths"
(Prov. 3.6).
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“when I break for you the staff of bread, and ten women will bake their bread in one oven , and
they will bring back your bread by weight”.

Although our parsha seemingly contains curses, it is known that in truth they are blessings.

“And ten women will bake”. Torah is called wheat bread, as the word nvn is the Gematria of 22,
the 22 letters of the Aleph Bais. To explain, food which isn't baked, isn't digested nor absorbed to
generate blood. If eaten after being baked, it is digested in adequate measure to create blood.
Similarly with regards to the food of the soul, the Torah. If one does not bake his Torah, as much
as helearns, he will not connect and receive vitality. In order to be enlivened from Torah, one must
“bake” his Torah learning, allowing it to be absorbed throughout. The fire in this case being the
inherent love all have for hashem. This love can bake the Torah in the oven of (G-d’s) “oneness”,
allowing the Torah to permeate. “Ten women”, represent one’s ten faculties which are “baked”,
and are meant to be “feminine”, in terms of being on the receiving end. Recognizing, how this love
is gifted from G-d.



