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Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says: Three good sustainers rose up for the Jewish people
during the exodus from Egypt, and they are: Moses, Aaron and Miriam. And three good gifts
were given from Heaven through their agency, and these are they: The well of water, the pillar
of cloud, and the manna. He elaborates: The well was given to the Jewish people in the merit
of Miriam; the pillar of cloud was in the merit of Aaron; and the manna in the merit of Moses.
When Miriam died the well disappeared, as it is stated: “And Miriam died there” (Numbers
20:1), and it says thereafter in the next verse: “And there was no water for the congregation”
(Numbers 20:2). But the well returned in the merit of both Moses and Aaron.
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When Aaron died the clouds of glory disappeared, as it is stated: “And the Canaanite, the king
of Arad heard” (Numbers 33:40). What report did he hear? He heard that Aaron had died and
the clouds of glory had disappeared, and he thought that the Jewish people were no longer
protected by Heaven and therefore he had been given permission to go to war against the
Jewish people. And this disappearance of the clouds is the meaning of that which is written:
“And all the congregation saw that [ki] Aaron was dead” (Numbers 20:29).
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Rabbi Abbahu said: Do not read the verse as: “And they saw [va’yiru]’; rather, read it as: And
they were seen [va’yera’u], as the clouds which had concealed the Jewish people were



temporarily removed. This is as Reish Lakish taught. As Reish Lakish said: The term ki
actually has at least four distinct meanings: If; perhaps; but; because, or that. According to this
interpretation, the verse would be rendered: And all the congregation was seen, because [ki]
Aaron was dead.
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The baraita continues: Both the well and the clouds of glory returned in the merit of Moses.
However, when Moses died all of them disappeared. As it is stated: “And | cut off the three
shepherds in one month” (Zechariah 11:8). But did the three shepherds really die in one
month? Didn’t Miriam die in the month of Nisan, and Aaron in Av and Moses in Adar? Rather,
this verse teaches us that with the death of Moses the three good gifts that were given through
their agency were annulled, and all three gifts disappeared in one month, which made it seem
as though all three leaders had died at the same time.
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The congregation had no water; so they assembled against Moses and Aaron.
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had no water: From here [we learn that] all forty years they had the well in Miriam’s merit. —
[Ta’anith 9a]
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The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the south, heard that Israel had come by the route of
the spies, and he waged war against Israel and took from them a captive.
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The Canaanite... heard: He heard that Aaron had died and that the clouds of glory had
departed... as is stated in [Tractate] Rosh Hashanah (3a). Amalek was always a chastising
whip for Israel, ready at any time to mete out punishment. — [Midrash Tanchuma Chukkath 18,
Num. Rabbah 19:20]
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And the spilling of the streams that turned to settle at Ar and leaned toward the border of

Moab.
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From the heights to the valley in the field of Moab, at the top of the peak, that overlooks the
wastelands."
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From the heights to the valley in the field of Moab: For there Moses died and the well ceased.
Another interpretation: A well dug out by princes - When they encamped each tribal chieftain
took his staff and drew it toward his division and his camp. The waters of the well were drawn
after that mark, and came in front of the camping place of each tribe - [Midrash Tanchuma
Chukkath 21, Num. Rabbah 19:25].
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The people quarreled with Moses, and they said, "If only we had died with the death of our
brothers before the Lord.
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"Take the staff and assemble the congregation, you and your brother Aaron, and speak to the
rock in their presence so that it will give forth its water. You shall bring forth water for them from
the rock and give the congregation and their livestock to drink."
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The cloud of the Lord was above them: Seven clouds are recorded in the account of their
travels: four from the four sides, one above, one below, and one in front of them which would
flatten the high land, raise the hollows and destroy snakes and scorpions - [from Sifrei].
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It is written: “You shall dwell in sukkos for seven days, .... so that your [coming] generations
shall know that | caused the Children of Israel to dwell in sukkos when | took them out of the
Land of Egypt.” [The term sukkos in the latter context] refers to the Clouds of [G-d’s] Glory that

encompassed [the Jewish people and provided] them with shade so that they would not be
smitten by scorching heat and sun.

In emulation of this, [G-d] commanded us to make sukkos that are made for shade so that we
will recall His wondrous and awesome deeds. When dwelling in the sukkah, everyone should
therefore have the intent that he is dwelling in it in order to fulfill the mitzvah of the Holy One,
blessed be He, Who commanded us to dwell in a sukkah in commemoration of the Exodus
from Egypt.
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Your clothing did not wear out: The clouds of glory would rub their [the Israelites’] clothes and
clean them so that they looked like freshly laundered clothes. And also their children, as they
grew, their clothes grew along with them, like a snail’s shell, which grows along with it- [Pesikta
d’Rav Kahana p. 92a]
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And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to cause it to lead them on the way
and at night in a pillar of fire to give them light, [they thus could] travel day and night.
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The Lord said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on the border of the land of Edom, saying,
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Aaron the kohen ascended Mount Hor at the Lord's bidding and died there, on the first day of
the fifth month in the fortieth year of the children of Israel's exodus from Egypt.
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It is Rabba and Rav Yosef who both say: The fifteenth of Av was the day on which they
stopped chopping down trees for the arrangement of wood that burned on the altar, as it is
taught in a baraita that Rabbi Eliezer the Great says: From the fifteenth of Av onward, the
strength of the sun grows weaker, and from this date they would not cut additional wood for the
arrangement, as they would not be properly dry, and they would therefore be unfit for use in
the Temple.
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heat: That is the end of the sunny season, half of Av, Elul, and half of Tishri, when the world is
hottest, as we find in Tractate Yoma (29a): The end of the summer is more severe than the
summer.
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Your clothing did not wear out upon you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.
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Mount Hor: A mountain atop a mountain, [appearing like] a small apple atop of big apple.
Although the cloud went in front of them and leveled out mountains, three of them remained:
Mount Sinai for [the giving of] the Torah, Mount Nebo for the burial of Moses, and Mount Hor,
for the burial of Aaron. — [Midrash Tanchuma Chukath 14, Num. Rabbah 19:16]
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by way of the Red Sea: Since Aaron had died, and this war had come upon them, they turned
back to the Red Sea route, which is the route they returned to after the decree [because of the
sin] of the spies had been issued against them, as it says, “and journey into the desert by way
of the Red Sea” (Deut. 1:40). Here they went back seven stations, as it says, “The children of
Israel journeyed from the wells of Benei Yaakan to Moserah; there Aaron died” (ibid. 10:6). Did
he really die in Moserah? Did he not die at Mount Hor? However, there [in Moserah] they again
mourned for him and eulogized him, as if he had died in their presence. Go and study the
stations, and you will find that there were seven stations between Moserah and Mount Hor. —
[Midrash Tanchuma Chukkath 18, Seder Olam ch. 9]
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and go out and fight: Go out of the cloud and fight with them. — [from Mechilta and Exod.
Rabbah, end of Beshallach]
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on eagles’ wings: Like an eagle, which carries its young on its wings, for all other birds place
their young between their feet since they fear another bird flying above them. The eagle,
however, fears only man, lest he shoot an arrow at it, because no other bird flies above it.
Therefore, it places them [its young] on its wings. It says, “Rather the arrow pierce me and not
my children.” | [God] too did that: “Then the angel of God...moved, ...And he came between
the camp of Egypt, etc.” (Exod. 14:19, 20), and the Egyptians shot arrows and catapult stones,
and the cloud absorbed them. — [from Mechilta]
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The Canaanite...heard: To teach you that it was the news of Aaron’s death that he heard, for
the clouds of glory had withdrawn, and he thought that permission had been granted to wage
war against Israel. This is why it [Scripture] repeats it [here]. — [R. H. 3a]
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and according to the cloud's departure from over the Tent, and afterwards, the children of
Israel would travel, and in the place where the cloud settled, there the children of Israel would
encamp.
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The Lord said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of the people and hang them before the Lord,
facing the sun, and then the flaring anger of the Lord will be removed from Israel.
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facing the sun: for all to see. The Midrash Aggadah (Mid. Tanchuma Balak 19) says: The sun
identified the sinners, for the cloud folded back from the area above him and the sun shone on
him. —
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| had the children of Israel live in booths: [These were] the clouds of glory [with which God
enveloped the Jewish people in the desert, forming a protective shelter for them against wild
beasts and enemies.] [See Num. 10:34 and Rashi on that verse.]- [Sukkah 11b]
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how he happened upon you on the way: Heb. 307, an expression denoting a chance
occurrence (). - [Sifrei 25:167] Alternatively, an expression denoting seminal emission
(7)) and defilement, because Amalek defiled the Jews by [committing] homosexual acts [with
them]. — [Tanchuma 9] Yet another explanation: an expression denoting heat and cold (ip).



He cooled you off and made you [appear] tepid, after you were boiling hot, for the nations were
afraid to fight with you, [just as people are afraid to touch something boiling hot]. But this one,
[i.e., Amalek] came forward and started and showed the way to others. This can be compared
to a bathtub of boiling water into which no living creature could descend. Along came an
irresponsible man and jumped headlong into it! Although he scalded himself, he [succeeded to]
make others think that it was cooler [than it really was]. — [Tanchuma 9]
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all the stragglers at your rear: Those who lacked strength on account of their transgression.
[And because these Jews had sinned,] the cloud [of glory] had expelled them [thereby leaving
them vulnerable to Amalek’s further attack]. - [Tanchuma 10]
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And the children of Israel did according to Moses' order, and they borrowed from the Egyptians
silver objects, golden objects, and garments.
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to the border of the land of Canaan: At the beginning of the border, before they crossed the
Jordan, which is the plains of Moab. We find [the two clauses] contradicting each other. Rather,
[it means that] in the plains of Moab, when Moses died on the seventh of Adar, the manna
stopped coming down. They supplied themselves with the manna that they had gathered on
that day until they sacrificed the omer on the sixteenth of Nissan, as it is said: “And they ate of
the grain of the land on the morrow of the Passover” (Josh. 5:11). — [from Kid. 38a]
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And some say: Moses did not actually die, as it is written here: “And Moses, the servant of the
Lord, died there” (Deuteronomy 34:5), and it is written there: “And he was there with the Lord
forty days and forty nights” (Exodus 34:28). Just as there, where it says: “And he was there
with the Lord,” it means that he was standing and serving before God; so too, here, when it
says: “And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there,” it means that he was standing and
serving before God.
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The Gemara relates other statements pertaining to Torah scholars and their descendants.
Rabbi Parnakh says that Rabbi Yohanan says: With regard to anyone who is a Torah scholar,
and whose son is a Torah scholar, and whose grandson is a Torah scholar, the Torah will never
again cease from his descendants, as it is stated: “And as for Me, this is My covenant...My
spirit that is upon you, and My words which | have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of
your mouth, nor out of the mouth of your seed, nor out of the mouth of your seed’s seed, says
the Lord, from now and forever” (Isaiah 59:21).
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