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Exodus 2:11-15

(11) Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he
went out to his kinsfolk and witnessed their labors. He
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsmen.
(12) He turned this way and that and, seeing no one
about, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the
sand. (13) When he went out the next day, he found two
Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why do you
strike your fellow?” (14) He retorted, “Who made you
chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to kill me as you
killed the Egyptian?” Moses was frightened, and thought:
Then the matter is known! (15) When Pharaoh learned of
the matter, he sought to kill Moses; but Moses fled from
Pharaoh. He arrived in the land of Midian, and sat down
beside a well.

Rashi on Exodus 2:14

(3) 7wn x7m AND MOSES FEARED — Explain it in its
literal sense: he was afraid of Pharaoh. A Midrashic
explanation is: he felt distressed because he saw that
there were wicked men among the Israelites — common
informers. He said: Since this is so (7nvn), perhaps they
are not worthy to be delivered from bondage (Midrash
Tanchuma, Shemot 10). (4) 7277 v71 198 SURELY THE
THING IS KNOWN — Explain it in its literal sense: the fact
that I have killed the Egyptian is known. A Midrashic
explanation is: now there is known to me that matter
about which I have been puzzled — how has Israel sinned
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more than all the seventy nations, that they should be
oppressed by this crushing servitude? But now I see that
they deserve this (Exodus Rabbah 1:30).

Sforno on Exodus 2:14

(1) "mx 70X °131727? Are you stirring up a quarrel to get
me killed? (2) 7wn X7°, as a result Moses became careful
and fled. (3) 7277 ¥y71 19K% R, when the snitch said these
words to him, in the presence of others, he did not kill him
seeing there would be no point in doing this, seeing he
had already reported what Moses had done to the
authorities.

Bereishit Rabbah 76:1

(1) And Jacob became very frightened and distressed
(Genesis 32,8). Rabbi Pinchos says in the name of Rabbi
Re'uven that there were two people that Hashem
promised them and nevetheless they were afraid. The
chosen of the patriarchs and the chosen of the prophets.
The chosen of the patriarchs is Jacob as it states (Psalms
135,4) "For Jacob, Y-H chose for Him" and and Hashem
said to him (Genesis 28,15) "And behold [ am with you"
and at the end, he became frightened as it says "And Jacob
became frightened". The chosen of the prophets is Moshe
as it says (Psalms 106,23) "Were it not for Moshe His
chosen one" and Hashem said to him "For I will be with
you" and in the end he became frightened as it says
(Numbers 21:34) "And Hashem said to Moshe, don't fear
him" Hashem would only say "Don't fear him" to someone
who has become afraid. Rabbi Brechiah and Rabbi Chelbo
recited in the name of Rabbi Shmuel Bar Nachman who
recited in the name of Rabbi Nassan "The Jewish people
were worthy of being destroyed in the days of Haman,
were it not that they relied on the knowledge of the
parents' elder. They said "If Yaacov our patriarch, who
was promised security by Hashem and Hashem told hi
"And behold I will be with you" and HE became
frigthened. How much moreso US. It is this that the
prophet accuses Israel of and says to them (Isaiah 51,13)
"And you forgot Hashem your maker the one who spread
the heavens and founded earth." He said to those people
what he would say to you (Jeremiah 31,36) "So said
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Hashem: If the heavens from above will be measured" if
you see that the heavens quake and that the earth quakes,
from the inclination of the heavens and earth you
wouldn't learn anything other than (Isaiah 51,13) "And
you are afraid all your days"

Genesis 32:8

(8) Jacob was greatly frightened; in his anxiety, he divided
the people with him, and the flocks and herds and camels,
into two camps,

Genesis 28:15

(15) Remember, I am with you: I will protect you
wherever you go and will bring you back to this land. I
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised

”n

you.

Exodus 3:12

(12) And [God] said, “I will be with you; that shall be your
sign that it was [ who sent you. And when you have freed
the people from Egypt, you shall worship God at this
mountain.”

Numbers 21:34

(34) But ma said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for I give him
and all his troops and his land into your hand. You shall
do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites who
dwelt in Heshbon.”

Rashi on Genesis 32:11

(1) o>7om %51 nivp I AM TOO UNWORTHY OF ALL THE
MERCIES (This may be rendered “I am small — unworthy
— because of all the kindnesses) — My merits are
diminished in consequence of all the kindness and truth
which You have already shown me. For this reason [ am
afraid: perhaps, since You made these promises to me, |
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have become depraved (*n>p%pn1) by sin (another version
of Rashi has °n2%3%n1, I have become defiled by sin) and
this may cause me to be delivered unto Esau’s power
(Shabbat 32a). (2) naxn 2om) [my merits are diminished in
consequence] OF ALL THE TRUTH — of the true
fulfillment (nn°»X) of Your promises — because You have
already kept all the promises You made me (3) *7pna *>
FOR WITH MY STAFF — I had with me neither silver nor
gold nor cattle — only this staff of mine. The Midrashic
explanation is, that he had placed his staff in the Jordan
and Jordan had divided for him to pass over.

Tanya, Part IV; Iggeret HaKodesh 2

Upon his arrival from Petersburg "l have become small
from all the favours and from all..." This means that by
every favour (chesed) that G-d bestows upon man, (man)
is to become very humble. For "chesed is the right arm,"
and "His right arm embraces me,"— which refers to the
state of G-d actually bringing him close (to Himself), far
more intensely than before. And whoever is close to G-d,
with ever exceeding uplifting and elevation, must be ever
more humble— to the lowliest plane, as it is written:
"From afar the Lord has appeared to me." And as known,
"All that are before Him are esteemed as nothing." Hence,
whoever is more "before Him" is that much more as
nothing, naught, and non-existent.

And this is the rank of the "right side" of holiness, and
of "chesed unto Abraham" who said: "And I am dust and
ashes." This (humility) is also the trait of Jacob, and
therewith he justified himself for his fear of Esau and did
not rely on the promise given to him— "And, behold, [ am
with you..," (That is), because Jacob regarded himself as
utterly insignificant [because of the multitude of favours,
"for with my staff..." |, and as unfit and unworthy to be
saved .. and as the saying of our sages, of blessed
memory, "maybe sin will cause ...." for it appeared to him
that he had sinned.

It is different, though, with the corresponding opposite,
i.e. Ishmael— "chesed of kelipah” :the more kindness
(manifested to him), the more he grows in pride,
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haughtiness and self-satisfaction.

Therefore I come with a general announcement to inform
all our followers regarding the multitude of favours—
"The great things that the Lord has done with us" : to hold
on to the attributes of Jacob, the "remnant of His people”
and the "remainder of Israel," who regards himself truly
as remnants and excess that is of no use. They are not to
become haughty-minded in relation to their brethren ...
not to speak defiantly against them or hiss at them,
Heaven forfend. A strict warning: hold your peace! No
mention is to be made ! Rather, they are to subdue their
spirit and heart before everyone according to the
attribute of "Truth (emet) unto Jacob," with humility and
a "Soft answer that turns away anger," and with a
restrained spirit ... And, maybe, through all that G-d will
put into the heart of their brethren that "as waters
(reflect) the face..."

Duties of the Heart, Fourth Treatise on Trust 1

(1) Trust is peace of mind of the one who trusts. That one
relies in his heart that the one he trusts in will do what is
good and proper for him on the matter he has trusted him
with, according to his ability and his understanding of
what will further his good.

(2) But the main factor, which leads one to trust in the one
trusted, and without which trust cannot exist, is for one's
heart to be confident that the one trusted will keep his
word and will do what he pledged, and that he will also
think to do what is good for him even on what he did not
pledge out of pure generosity and kindness (this will be
explained).

Shulchan Arukh, Yoreh De'ah 335
It is a religious duty to visit the sick. Gloss: Some say that

whosoever has a sick person in his home should go to the
Sage of the city in order that he pray for him;

Psalms 55:23
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(23) Cast your burden on the LORD and He will sustain
you;

He will never let the righteous man collapse.

Duties of the Heart, Fourth Treatise on Trust 2

(1) There are seven factors which make it possible for one
to trust in another (human being):

..... (6) All matters of the truster are entirely in the hands
of the one he trusts, and no one else can hurt him, help
him, benefit him, or protect him from harm, as a slave
chained down in a prison is entirely in the hands of his
master. If the truster were in the hands of the one he
trusts in this manner, it would be more fitting to trust in
him.

Psalms 37:3
(3) Trust in the LORD and do good,

abide in the land and remain loyal.

Tanya, PartIV; Iggeret HaKodesh 11

To make you skillful of understanding... By believing this
truly, everything becomes good even in appearance.
Midrash Lekach Tov, Exodus 2:14

"And Moshe feared and he said" There is no secure
promise for the righteous in this world.

Isaiah 56:1

(1) Thus said the LORD: Observe what is right and do
what is just; For soon My salvation shall come, And my
deliverance be revealed.
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