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Volume 16 | Tetzave-Zayin Adar
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The verse states: “They cast pur, that is, the lot” (Esther 3:7). A Sage taught the following
baraita: Once the lot fell on the month of Adar, he, Haman, greatly rejoiced, for he saw this as
a favorable omen for the execution of his plans. He said: The lot has fallen for me in the month
that Moses died, which is consequently a time of calamity for the Jewish people. But he did not
know that not only did Moses die on the seventh of Adar, but he was also born on the seventh
of Adar, and therefore it is also a time of rejoicing for the Jewish people.
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the Holy One, Blessed be He, sits and completes the years of the righteous from day to day
and from month to month, as it is stated: “The number of your days | will fulfill” (Exodus 23:26).
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"Speak to the children of Israel, and have them take for Me an offering; from every person
whose heart inspires him to generosity, you shall take My offering.
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And you shall command the children of Israel, and they shall take to you pure olive oil, crushed
for lighting, to kindle the lamps continually.
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If he said like Moshe on Zayin Adar what would be the Din; as on his birthday, Zayin Adar, they
rejoiced greatly, however on his day of passing, one can assume that many made vows and
Nezerits multiplied in israel.

He said ambiguously “i will be”, hence our doubt, if he is referring to his day of passing,
accordingly accepting Nezirus, or is it like his day of birth, and he undertook joy.
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and with regard to vows, follow the colloquial language,
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The birth is worthy to atone and negate the death.
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Rav Yehuda, son of Rav Shmuel bar Sheilat, said in the name of Rav: Just as when Av begins
one decreases rejoicing, so too when the month of Adar begins, one increases rejoicing.
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Whoever enters Adar: Days of miracles - these were for the Jews - Purim and Pesach
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whereas these days mentioned in Megillat Ta’anit are statements of rabbinic law, and
statements of rabbinic law require reinforcement.
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And the king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month-that is the month of
Sivan-on the twenty-third day thereof, and it was written according to all that Mordecai
commanded, to the Jews and to the satraps and the governors, and the princes of the
provinces from Hodu to Cush, a hundred and twenty-seven provinces, every province
according to its script and every nationality according to its tongue, and to the Jews according
to their script and according to their tongue.
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And he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's ring, and he sent
letters by the couriers on horseback, the riders of the king's steeds-the camels, bred of the
dromedaries
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that the king had given to the Jews who are in every city, [the right] to assemble and to protect
themselves, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish the entire host of every people and
province that oppress them, small children and women, and to take their spoils for plunder.
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The Jews assembled in their cities, in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, to lay hand on
those who sought to harm them, and no one stood up before them, for their fear had fallen
upon all the peoples.
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And the rest of the Jews who were in the king's provinces assembled and protected
themselves and had rest from their enemies and slew their foes, seventy-five thousand, but
upon the spoil they did not lay their hands
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on the thirteenth of the month of Adar, and they rested on the fourteenth thereof, and made it a
day of feasting and joy.
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as the days when the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month that was reversed for
them from grief to joy and from mourning to a festive day-to make them days of feasting and
joy, and sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.
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7. If one is sailing at sea or goes out in a caravan and he does not find a Megillah to take with
him, he reads on the 13th or the 12th or the 11th without a blessing. And if he cannot wait until
those days [arrive], there are those who say that he can read it even from the beginning of the
month [of Adar]. RAMA: And this is our custom. And if by chance he does locate a Megillah, he
goes back and reads it on the 14th, even if he read it in the beginning on the 13th. In any case
he read it not in its appointed time. [Kol Bo; Beis Yosef]
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Rav Pappa said: The Ninth of Av is different, since the calamities that occurred on that day
were multiplied.
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And the mishna further taught that the Temple was destroyed for the second time also on the
Ninth of Av. The Gemara asks: From where do we derive that the Second Temple was
destroyed on this date? It is taught in a baraita: A meritorious matter is brought about on an
auspicious day, and a deleterious matter on an inauspicious day, e.g., the Ninth of Av, on
which several tragedies had already occurred.
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The Gemara applies this to Pharaoh: Pharaoh’s astrologers saw that the savior of the Jewish
people would be stricken by water. Therefore, they arose and decreed: “Every son that is born
you shall cast into the river” (Exodus 1:22); they thought that their vision indicated that Moses
would be killed in the water. Once Jochebed cast Moses into the water, although he was
protected in an ark, the astrologers said: We no longer see in the stars anything like that sign
we saw as to the downfall of the leader of the Jews by water, and therefore at that moment
they canceled their decree. But they did not know that what they saw foretold that Moses
would be stricken on account of the waters of Meribah. They envisioned a downfall for Moses
by water but didn’t fully comprehend their vision.
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These are the days when troubles occurred for our forefathers, and it is worthy to fast on
them.
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Rabbi Yohanan said: There is no constellation for the Jewish people that influences them. The
Jewish people are not subject to the influence of astrology.
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There is no constellation for jews; for it changes to good, through prayer and merit.
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It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for that is the end of
every man, and the living shall lay it to his heart.
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There are days when the entire Jewish people fast because of the calamities that occurred to
them then, to arouse [their] hearts and initiate [them in] the paths of repentance.
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One who did not see the Celebration of the Place of the Drawing of the Water never saw
celebration in his days.
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Both these and those say: Happy is he who did not sin; and he who sinned should repent and
God will absolve him.
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Thus it is very easy for his disciples to receive their part of the essential aspects of their
master's ruach,
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Now, there is yet another type of radiation to his disciples. However, it does not vest itself truly
in their mind— as is the case with the first one, but radiates over them, from aloft. It stems from
the ascent of his ruach and his neshamah to the source whence it was hewn, that is to the
"orchard of the holy apples" (chakal tapuchin kadishin). (This ascent) effects a unification there
(yichud) by means of the elevation of the mayin nukvin of all his doings, his Torah, and the
Divine Service which he served all the days of his life. And in the chakal tapuchin kadishin are
implanted most sublime lights corresponding to the nether ones, i.e. his Torah and worship.
The illumination of these supernal lights radiates over all his disciples who became servants of
the Lord through his Torah and worship. And this radiation, which is over them from aloft,
instills in their heart thoughts of repentance and good deeds. And all the good deeds born from
this radiation [radiating from the lights implanted in the orchard mentioned above] are called
"growths of the second degree." But this radiation is in great latency and concealment, just like
the sun radiating to the stars from below the earth. Thus it is stated in the Tikunim, in reference
to Moses our Master, peace to him, that after his passing his radiation extends in every
generation to the sixty myriad souls, just like the sun radiating to the sixty myriad stars from
below the earth.
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