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ה'הלכהג',פרקמגילהירושלמי)1

וירִבִּי נשְִׂרְפָהוּבַשֵּׁיניִהַמִּשְׁכָּןהוּקָםלַנּיִסָןשֶׁבְּאֶחָדלְפָרָה.הַחוֹדֶשׁשֶׁתִּקְדוֹםהוּאבְּדִיןחֲניִנהָ.בַּרחָמָארִבִּיבְשֵׁםלִֵ
הַפָּרָה. ולְָמָּה פָרָה קוֹדֶמֶת. שֶׁהִיא טָהָרָתָן שֶׁלְכָּל־ישְִׂרָאֵל.

Rebbi Levi in the name of Rebbi Ḥama bar Ḥanina, it would have been logical that this month
should precede cow since the Tabernacle was erected on the First of Nisan and the cow was
burned on the Second110. Why does cow precede? Because it is the purification of all of
Israel.

א'כ"ט,מגילהרש"י)2

פרה אדומה - להזהיר את ישראל לטהר שיעשו פסחיהן בטהרה:

The Parsha of the red heifer is read; to remind the jews to do their passover offerings purely.

ברביעית החודש הזה לכם - ששם פרשת הפסח

The fourth week Parshas Hachodesh is read; as there is the Parsha about the Pesach offering.

ב
קי"געשהמצותלהרמב"םהמצותספר)3

והיתהשאמרכמומתטומאתלטהרתאליושיצטרךלמימזומןאפרהשיהיהכדיאדומהפרהלעשותשצונוהיא
לעדת בני ישראל.

And that is that He commanded us to process the red heifer, so that its ashes be ready for one
who needs it for purification from the impurity of a corpse - as He said, "and it shall be for the
congregation of the Children of Israel" (Numbers 19:9).
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ב'ט"ז,השנהראש)4

ואְָמַר רַבִּי יצְִחָק: חַיּיָב אָדָם לְטַהֵר אֶת עַצְמוֹ בָּרֶגֶל, שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר: ״וּבְנבְִלָתָם �א תִגָּעוּ״.

And Rabbi Yitzḥak said: A person is obligated to purify himself on a Festival, as it is stated:
“And their carcasses you shall not touch; they are impure to you” (Leviticus 11:8). This verse is
referring to the Festivals, as taught in the following baraita.

ג
קי"געשהמצותלהרס"גהמצותספר)5

ופרה למשמרת בתדר

A heifer on constant standby.

ג'פרגסוףאדומהפרההלכותרמב"ם)6

חוֹלְקִיןהָיוּחֲלָקִיםוּשְׁ�שָׁהלַמַּחֲנהֶ".מִחוּץ"והְִנּיִחַט)יט(במדברשֶׁנּאֱֶמַרבָּעֲזָרָהלְהַנּיִחוֹמֵאֶפְרָהּכְּלוּםמַכְניִסִיןאֵין
הָיוּהַמִּשְׁמָרוֹתלְכָלשֶׁמִּתְחַלֵּקזֶההַמִּשְׁמָרוֹת.לְכָלמִתְחַלֵּקואְֶחָדהַמִּשְׁחָהבְּהַרואְֶחָדבַּחֵילנתִַּןאֶחָדאֶפְרָהּכָּלאֶת

שֶׁנּאֱֶמַרוּמֻצְנעָמוּכָןהָיהָבַּחֵילשֶׁנּתִַּןוזְֶהמִמֶּנּוּ.מַזִּיןישְִׂרָאֵלהָיוּהַמִּשְׁחָהבְּהַרשֶׁנּתִַּןוזְֶהמִמֶּנּוּ.מְקַדְּשִׁיןהַכּהֲֹניִם
וּפָרָהפָּרָהכָּלמֵאֵפֶרמַצְניִעִיןהָיוּוכְֵןמִמֶּנּוּ.שֶׁמַּצְניִעִיןמְלַמֵּדלְמִשְׁמֶרֶת"ישְִׂרָאֵלבְּניֵלַעֲדַת"והְָיתְָהט)יט(במדבר
רַבֵּנוּ.משֶׁהעָשָׂהרִאשׁוֹנהָבַּשְּׁניִּהָ.הַבַּיתִשֶׁחָרַבעַדזוֹבְּמִצְוהָמִשֶּׁנּצְִטַוּוּנעֲַשׂוּאֲדֻמּוֹתפָּרוֹתותְֵשַׁעבַּחֵיל.שֶׁשּׂוֹרְפִין

שְׁניִּהָ עָשָׂה עֶזְרָא. ושְֶׁבַע מֵעֶזְרָא עַד חֻרְבַּן הַבַּיתִ. והְָעֲשִׂירִית יעֲַשֶׂה הַמֶּלֶ� הַמָּשִׁיחַ מְהֵרָה יגִָּלֶה אָמֵן כֵּן יהְִי רָצוֹן:

None of its ashes are brought into the Temple Courtyard for storage, as ibid.:9 states: "And he
shall place it outside the camp." The ashes were divided into three portions: one was placed in
the chayl, one on the Mount of Olives, and one was divided among all the priestly guardposts.

The one that was divided among all the priestly watches was used by the priests to sanctify
themselves. The one that was placed on the Mount of Olives was used by the entire Jewish
people for sprinkling. And the one that was placed in the chayl was prepared and hidden away,
as implied by ibid. which states: "It will be a security for the congregation of Israel." This
teaches that it was put away for safekeeping.

Indeed, in the chayl, they would put away for safekeeping a portion of the ashes from every
red heifer that was burnt. Nine red heifers were offered from the time that they were
commanded to fulfill this mitzvah until the time when the Temple was destroyed a second time.
The first was brought by Moses our teacher. The second was brought by Ezra. Seven others
were offered until the destruction of the Second Temple. And the tenth will be brought by the
king Mashiach; may he speedily be revealed. Amen, so may it be G‑d's will.

א'כ',שבת)7

וכְהֲֹניִם זְרִיזִין הֵן
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The fact that there was no concern about lighting the bonfire on Shabbat eve at nightfall is
because the priests are vigilant with regard to mitzvot, and they will certainly not come to stoke
the coals.

א'כ"ח,תמיד)8

בזמן שהן מרובין רצין ועולין בכבש כל הקודם את חבירו בתוך ארבע אמות זכה

When there are many priests who wish to perform that task, the matter is determined by a
race: The priests run and ascend on the ramp leading to the top of the altar. Any priest who
precedes the other and reaches within four cubits of the top of the altar first is privileged to
remove the ashes.

ה
ב'נ"ט,ישעיה)9

ם מִשְּׁמֽוֹעַ: ירוּ פָנִ֛ים מִכֶּ֖ ם הִסְתִּ֧ אותֵיכֶ֗ ֹֽ ם וחְַטּ ין אֱֽ�הֵיכֶ֑ ם לְבֵ֖ ים בֵּֽינכֵֶ֕ י אִם־עֲוֹ נתֵֹֽיכֶם֙ הָי֣וּ מַבְדִּלִ֔ כִּ֚

But your iniquities were separating between you and between your God, and your sins have
caused [Him] to hide [His] face from you that He not hear.

ד'ד',ואתחנן)10

ם הַיּוֹֽם: ים כֻּלְּכֶ֖ ם חַיִּ֥ ה אֱֽ�הֵיכֶ֑ ים בַּֽיהוָֹ֖ ואְַתֶּם֙ הַדְּבֵקִ֔

But you who cleave to the Lord your God are alive, all of you, this day.

כ"בי"ט,חוקתרש"י)11

עלותכפרפרהתבאכךהצואה,ותקנחאמותבאאמרומלך.שלפלטיןשטינףשפחהלבןמשלאדמה:פרה
העגל:

a red cow: This can be compared to the son of a maidservant who soiled the king’s palace.
They said, “Let his mother come and clean up the mess.” Similarly, let the cow come and
atone for the calf. — [Midrash Aggadah and Tanchuma Chukath 8]

ג'י"ט,חוקתרש"י)12

אל מחוץ למחנה: חוץ לשלש מחנות:

outside the camp: Outside all three camps. — [Yoma 68a]

רש"י)13

אל נוכח פני אהל מועד: עומד במזרחו של ירושלים ומתכוין ורואה פתחו של היכל בשעת הזאה הדם:
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toward the front of the Tent of Meeting: [In later generations, when this rite will be performed
outside the Temple in Jerusalem,] he is to stand to the east of Jerusalem and to direct his gaze
toward the entrance to the Temple while sprinkling the blood. — [Sifrei Chukath 14]

תשברמזכ"ה,מזמורתהליםשמעוניילקוט)14

תשובהיעשהא"לעונשו,מהחוטאלהקב"השאלולו.ויתכפראשםיביא(סה)א"לעונשומהחוטאלתורהשאלו
ויתכפר לו,

Torah was asked; what is the sinner’s punishment? It replied; he shell bring a guilt offering, and
will thus be atoned. G-d was asked; what is the sinner’s punishment? He replied; He shell
repent, and will thus be atoned.

ו'
כ"טז',קהלת)15

מָּה בִקְשׁ֖וּ חִשְּׁבנֹ֥וֹת רַבִּֽים: ר והְֵ֥ ם ישָָׁ֑ ים אֶת־הָֽאָדָ֖ ה הָֽאֱ�הִ֛ ר עָשָׂ֧ אתִי אֲשֶׁ֨ ה מָצָ֔ לְבַד֙ רְאֵה־זֶ֣

See, only this one have I found, for God made man straight, but they sought many intrigues.

ז'י"ב,קהלת)16

ר נתְָנָהּֽ: ים אֲשֶׁ֥ ה והְָר֣וּחַ תָּשׁ֔וּב אֶל־הָֽאֱ�הִ֖ הָיָ֑ רֶץ כְּשֶֽׁ ר עַל־הָאָ֖ ב הֶֽעָפָ֛ ֹ֧ ויְשָׁ

And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God, Who gave it.

ד'משנהב',פרקאבות)17

ואְַל תַּאֲמִין בְּעַצְמְ� עַד יוֹם מוֹתְ�

Do not trust in yourself until the day of your death

כ'ז',קהלת)18

ר יַעֲֽשֶׂה־טּ֖וֹב וְ֥�א יֶחֱֽטָֽא: רֶץ אֲשֶׁ֥ יק בָּאָ֑ ין צַדִּ֖ ם אֵ֥ י אָדָ֔ כִּ֣

For there is no righteous man on earth who does good and sins not.

א'?פ"ב,מטותלקו"ת)19

וחטא הוא לשון חסרון ופגם שלשון חטא נופל אפילו על ביטול מ"ע ודקדוקי סופרים שעכ"פ יש חסרון ופגם.

'Sin’, linguistically means a lack and blemish, which is relevant even when not fulfilling a
positive commandment, or a rabbinic ordinance, as there is in the very least, a lack or
blemish..

א'ס"ז,כתובות)20

כִּדְבָעֵי לֵיהּ לְמִיעְבַּד לָא עֲבַד כִּדְאָמְרִי אִינשֵָׁי לְפוּם גַּמְלָא שִׁיחְנאָ
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as he should have done, he did not do. As people say, according to the camel is the burden.
The stronger the camel, the heavier the load it must bear. Even if he gave altruistically,
Nakdimon ben Guryon did not give as much as he was expected to give.

ב'נ"ה,שבת)21

אַרְבָּעָה מֵתוּ בְּעֶטְיוֹ שֶׁל נחָָשׁ

Four people died due to Adam’s sin with the serpent, in the wake of which death was decreed
upon all of mankind, although they themselves were free of sin

כ"בכ"א,תצא)22

יתָ אתֹ֖וֹ עַל־עֵֽץ: ת ותְָלִ֥ ותֶ והְוּמָ֑ טְא מִשְׁפַּט־מָ֖ ישׁ חֵ֛ ה בְאִ֗ וכְִי־יִהְֽיֶ֣

If a man commits a sin for which he is sentenced to death, and he is put to death, you shall
[then] hang him on a pole.

א'הלכהא',פרקיומאירושלמי)23

אָֽמְרוּ. כָּל־דּוֹר שֶׁאֵינוֹ נבְִנהֶ בְימָָיו מַצֲלִין עָלָיו כְּאִילּוּ הוּא הֶחֱרִיבוֹ.

They said, any generation in which it is not rebuilt is debited as if it had destroyed it.

ד'הלכהג',פרקתשובההלכותרמב"ם)24

חָטָאחַיּבָ.וחְֶצְיוֹזַכַּאיחֶצְיוֹהָעוֹלָםכָּלוכְֵןחַיּבָ.וחְֶצְיוֹזַכַּאיחֶצְיוֹכְּאִלּוּכֻּלָּהּהַשָּׁנהָכָּלעַצְמוֹשֶׁיּרְִאֶהאָדָםכָּלצָרִי�
אֶתהִכְרִיעַהֲרֵיאַחַתמִצְוהָעָשָׂההַשְׁחָתָה.לוֹוגְָרַםחוֹבָהלְכַףכֻּלּוֹהָעוֹלָםכָּלואְֶתעַצְמוֹאֶתהִכְרִיעַהֲרֵיאֶחָדחֵטְא

עַצְמוֹ ואְֶת כָּל הָעוֹלָם כֻּלּוֹ לְכַף זְכוּת וגְָרַם לוֹ ולְָהֶם תְּשׁוּעָה והְַצָּלָה

a person should always look at himself as equally balanced between merit and sin and the
world as equally balanced between merit and sin. If he performs one sin, he tips his balance
and that of the entire world to the side of guilt and brings destruction upon himself.

[On the other hand,] if he performs one mitzvah, he tips his balance and that of the entire world
to the side of merit and brings deliverance and salvation to himself and others.

ז
ב'פי"ט,רבהשמות)25

בַּפֶּסַח נאֱֶמַר בּוֹ: חֻקָּה, וּבְפָרָה נאֱֶמַר בָּהּ: חֻקָּה, וּמִי גְדוֹלָה, הַפָּרָה, שֶׁאוֹכְלֵי פֶּסַח צְרִיכִין לָהּ,

regarding Pesach it is written "law" and regarding the Red Cow it is written "law", and which
one is more important? The Cow, since Pesach needs it,

תרכ"טחוקתזאתגו'וידברהמתחילדיבורסוףשמואל,תורת)26

ואוכלי פסח צריכין לפרה כי גם הצדיקים צריכים לעשות תשובה
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Those who eat the Passover sacrifice need the cow, because righteous people need to repent
as well.

ל"הפרקתניא)27

זה האוהב שהוא יש ולא אפס

the person who loves [G‑d] and [ipso facto] exists [apart] and is not null and void—

ה'פרקתניא)28

כיהנפשומזוןלחםבשםנקראתלכןבתוכםומוקפתושכלוהאדםבנפשמלובשתהתורההתורהשבידיעתולפי
יחיהואזיכבשרוובשרדםלהיותשםונהפךממשוקרבובתוכוכשמכניסוהגוףאתזןהגשמישהלחםכמו

עמוומתאחדתבשכלושנתפסתעדשכלובעיוןהיטבשלומדההאדםבנפשוהשגתההתורהבידיעתכךויתקיים
והיו לאחדים נעשה מזון לנפש וחיים בקרבה מחיי החיים אין סוף ברוך הוא המלובש בחכמתו ותורתו שבקרבה

Since, in the case of knowledge of the Torah, the Torah is clothed in the soul and intellect of a
person, and is absorbed in them, it is called "bread" and "food" of the soul. For just as physical
bread nourishes the body as it is absorbed internally, in his very inner self, where it is
transformed into blood and flesh of his flesh, whereby he lives and exists— so, too, it is with
the knowledge of the Torah and its comprehension by the soul of the person who studies it
well, with a concentration of his intellect, until the Torah is absorbed by his intellect and is
united with it and they become one. This becomes nourishment for the soul, and its inner life
from the Giver of life, the blessed En Sof, Who is clothed in His wisdom and in His Torah that
are [absorbed] in it [the soul].

ח
י"בפרקתניא)29

אדםאיןעבירותג'וכמארז"לועבודהמתורהולבלבלולמוחולעלותלפעוליכוליםמעבירההקשיםעבירההרהורי
המסותרתואהבתוה'ויראתבמוחיןהרשימומועילשלזהרקכו'תפלהועיוןעבירההרהוריוםבכלמהןניצול

תאותולהוציאבעירוממשלהשליטהלולהיותשלאתאוההמתאוההזההרעעלולשלוטלהתגברהימניבחלל
ברצונוח"ולהרהרוממשלהשליטהלואיןברעלהרהרלבדובמוחואפי'הגוףבאברילהתלבשהפועלאלמכח

בשתידוחהולשםבעלייתומידאלאכנ"ללמוחמהלבמאליוהעולההרעזההרהורח"וברצוןשיקבלשבמוחו
ידים ומסיח דעתו מיד שנזכר שהוא הרהור רע ואינו מקבלו ברצון

it remains in the realm of sinful thoughts, "Which are yet more heinous than sin itself," and
which can be forceful enough to rise to his mind, to distract him from the Torah and Divine
service, as our Sages said, "There are three sins against which a man is daily not
safeguarded: sinful thoughts, distraction in prayer," and so forth.

However, the impression [of prayer] on the intellect and the hidden [i.e. innate] fear and love of
G‑d in the right part [of the heart], enable one to prevail and triumph over this evil of passionate
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craving, depriving it from gaining supremacy and dominion over the "city," and from carrying
out this desire from the potential into the actual by clothing itself in the bodily organs.
Moreover, even in the mind alone, in so far as sinful thoughts are concerned, evil has no power
to compel the mind's volition to entertain willingly, G‑d forbid, any wicked thought rising of its
own accord from the heart to the brain, as discussed above. But no sooner does it reach there
than he thrusts it out with both hands and averts his mind from it the instant he reminds himself
that it is an evil thought, refusing to accept it willingly,

י"דפרקתניא)30

והנה מדת הבינוני היא מדת כל אדם ואחריה כל אדם ימשוך שכל אדם יכול להיות בינוני בכל עת ובכל שעה..

The rank of benoni is one that is attainable by every man, and each person should strive after
it. Every person can at any time or hour be an "intermediate,"

לשון השבועה תהי צדיק…

the oath, "Be righteous (tzaddik)...”

השבועה שמשביעים תהי צדיק:

the avowed oath: "Be righteous."

***
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