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Rebbi Levi in the name of Rebbi Hama bar Hanina, it would have been logical that this month
should precede cow since the Tabernacle was erected on the First of Nisan and the cow was
burned on the Second110. Why does cow precede? Because it is the purification of all of
Israel.
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The Parsha of the red heifer is read; to remind the jews to do their passover offerings purely.
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The fourth week Parshas Hachodesh is read; as there is the Parsha about the Pesach offering.
|
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And that is that He commanded us to process the red heifer, so that its ashes be ready for one
who needs it for purification from the impurity of a corpse - as He said, "and it shall be for the
congregation of the Children of Israel" (Numbers 19:9).
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And Rabbi Yitzhak said: A person is obligated to purify himself on a Festival, as it is stated:
“And their carcasses you shall not touch; they are impure to you” (Leviticus 11:8). This verse is
referring to the Festivals, as taught in the following baraita.
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A heifer on constant standby.
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None of its ashes are brought into the Temple Courtyard for storage, as ibid.:9 states: "And he
shall place it outside the camp." The ashes were divided into three portions: one was placed in
the chayl, one on the Mount of Olives, and one was divided among all the priestly guardposts.

The one that was divided among all the priestly watches was used by the priests to sanctify
themselves. The one that was placed on the Mount of Olives was used by the entire Jewish
people for sprinkling. And the one that was placed in the chayl was prepared and hidden away,
as implied by ibid. which states: "It will be a security for the congregation of Israel." This
teaches that it was put away for safekeeping.

Indeed, in the chayl, they would put away for safekeeping a portion of the ashes from every
red heifer that was burnt. Nine red heifers were offered from the time that they were
commanded to fulfill this mitzvah until the time when the Temple was destroyed a second time.
The first was brought by Moses our teacher. The second was brought by Ezra. Seven others
were offered until the destruction of the Second Temple. And the tenth will be brought by the
king Mashiach; may he speedily be revealed. Amen, so may it be G-d's will.
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The fact that there was no concern about lighting the bonfire on Shabbat eve at nightfall is
because the priests are vigilant with regard to mitzvot, and they will certainly not come to stoke
the coals.
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When there are many priests who wish to perform that task, the matter is determined by a
race: The priests run and ascend on the ramp leading to the top of the altar. Any priest who
precedes the other and reaches within four cubits of the top of the altar first is privileged to
remove the ashes.
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But your iniquities were separating between you and between your God, and your sins have
caused [Him] to hide [His] face from you that He not hear.
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But you who cleave to the Lord your God are alive, all of you, this day.
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a red cow: This can be compared to the son of a maidservant who soiled the king’'s palace.
They said, “Let his mother come and clean up the mess.” Similarly, let the cow come and
atone for the calf. — [Midrash Aggadah and Tanchuma Chukath 8]
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outside the camp: Outside all three camps. — [Yoma 68a]
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toward the front of the Tent of Meeting: [In later generations, when this rite will be performed
outside the Temple in Jerusalem,] he is to stand to the east of Jerusalem and to direct his gaze
toward the entrance to the Temple while sprinkling the blood. — [Sifrei Chukath 14]
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Torah was asked; what is the sinner’s punishment? It replied; he shell bring a guilt offering, and
will thus be atoned. G-d was asked; what is the sinner’s punishment? He replied; He shell
repent, and will thus be atoned.
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See, only this one have | found, for God made man straight, but they sought many intrigues.
'T,2A" n'7np (16
TN YK D7D 2UR DD NIDYR YIRDTY 19V Ay
And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God, Who gave it.
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Do not trust in yourself until the day of your death
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For there is no righteous man on earth who does good and sins not.
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'Sin’, linguistically means a lack and blemish, which is relevant even when not fulfilling a
positive commandment, or a rabbinic ordinance, as there is in the very least, a lack or
blemish..
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as he should have done, he did not do. As people say, according to the camel is the burden.
The stronger the camel, the heavier the load it must bear. Even if he gave altruistically,
Nakdimon ben Guryon did not give as much as he was expected to give.
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Four people died due to Adam’s sin with the serpent, in the wake of which death was decreed
upon all of mankind, although they themselves were free of sin

1" ,x"D x¥n (22
Y7 IR D7D NRAN| NIRTO9WN KYD YR NI

If a man commits a sin for which he is sentenced to death, and he is put to death, you shall
[then] hang him on a pole.
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They said, any generation in which it is not rebuilt is debited as if it had destroyed it.
T nd70 ,"a 719 nawn nd%a n"an (24

NOD 270 i'¥N] 'N2T I'¥D D7IVD 72 D) 220 I'¥N) 'R2T I'YN 47K R72 MWD 72 Inyy XYY DTR 72 Y
NX Y20 0 NDX DIYA NYY .Y i7 0031 1IN 927 172 D700 72 DX in¥Y DX Y120 1D TN XN
N7¥n1 NYIYR D71 i7 D021 NIDT 927 172 0Yivn 79 NI inxy

a person should always look at himself as equally balanced between merit and sin and the
world as equally balanced between merit and sin. If he performs one sin, he tips his balance
and that of the entire world to the side of guilt and brings destruction upon himself.

[On the other hand,] if he performs one mitzvah, he tips his balance and that of the entire world
to the side of merit and brings deliverance and salvation to himself and others.

T

21,09 D1 ninv (25
;A7 '3 NOY "22IKY ,N190 ,N7ITA "4 ,NPN A2 MY N9 ,NFN 12 1K) N0

regarding Pesach it is written "law" and regarding the Red Cow it is written "law", and which
one is more important? The Cow, since Pesach needs it,
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Those who eat the Passover sacrifice need the cow, because righteous people need to repent
as well.
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the person who loves [G-d] and [ipso facto] exists [apart] and is not null and void—
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Since, in the case of knowledge of the Torah, the Torah is clothed in the soul and intellect of a
person, and is absorbed in them, it is called "bread" and "food" of the soul. For just as physical
bread nourishes the body as it is absorbed internally, in his very inner self, where it is
transformed into blood and flesh of his flesh, whereby he lives and exists— so, too, it is with
the knowledge of the Torah and its comprehension by the soul of the person who studies it
well, with a concentration of his intellect, until the Torah is absorbed by his intellect and is
united with it and they become one. This becomes nourishment for the soul, and its inner life
from the Giver of life, the blessed En Sof, Who is clothed in His wisdom and in His Torah that
are [absorbed] in it [the soul].
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it remains in the realm of sinful thoughts, "Which are yet more heinous than sin itself," and
which can be forceful enough to rise to his mind, to distract him from the Torah and Divine
service, as our Sages said, "There are three sins against which a man is daily not
safeguarded: sinful thoughts, distraction in prayer," and so forth.

However, the impression [of prayer] on the intellect and the hidden [i.e. innate] fear and love of
G-d in the right part [of the heart], enable one to prevail and triumph over this evil of passionate



craving, depriving it from gaining supremacy and dominion over the "city," and from carrying
out this desire from the potential into the actual by clothing itself in the bodily organs.
Moreover, even in the mind alone, in so far as sinful thoughts are concerned, evil has no power
to compel the mind's volition to entertain willingly, G-d forbid, any wicked thought rising of its
own accord from the heart to the brain, as discussed above. But no sooner does it reach there
than he thrusts it out with both hands and averts his mind from it the instant he reminds himself
that it is an evil thought, refusing to accept it willingly,
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The rank of benoni is one that is attainable by every man, and each person should strive after
it. Every person can at any time or hour be an "intermediate,"
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the oath, "Be righteous (tzaddik)...”
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the avowed oath: "Be righteous."
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