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Bamidbar 3:14-16

Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, saying: Record the Levites by ancestral house and by
clan; record every male among them from the age of one month up. So Moshe recorded them at the command
of Hashem, as he was bidden.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 3:15
n7wni wn |an [NUMBER THE CHILDREN OF LEVI ... EVERY MALE] FROM A MONTH OLD AND
ONWARDS — As soon as it passed the age of a non-viable child (a full month was regarded as the utmost
time such a child can live) it can be counted to come under the term “keeper of the holy charge”. — R. Judah
the son of R. Shalom said: It is quite the usual thing with this tribe to be included in a census from their very
birth, for it is said, (Bamidbar XXVI 59) “[And the name of Amram’s wife was Yocheved, the daughter of Levi],
whom her mother bore to Levi in Egypt” — which is explained to mean that she bore her just as she entered
the gates of the border-city of Egypt and yet she is counted among the seventy souls which came down with
Jacob into Egypt (cf. Bereishis 46:27 and Rashi thereon), because if you count their number (as set forth in
Bereishis 46:8—27) you will find that they were one short of seventy, and it was she whose name is not
mentioned there who made up the number seventy.
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Bamidbar 1:2-3

Take a census of the whole Israelite community by the clans of its ancestral houses, listing the names, every
male, head by head. You and Aaron shall record them by their groups, from the age of twenty years up, all
those in Israel who are able to bear arms.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 1:3

N2y Xx' 75 [FROM TWENTY YEARS OLD AND UPWARDS] all who are fit to go out to the army:— This
informs [us] that no one went out to the army below the age of twenty.
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Vayikra 27:2-6

Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When anyone explicitly vows to Hashem the equivalent for a

human being, the following scale shall apply: If it is a male from twenty to sixty years of age, the equivalent

is fifty shekels of silver by the sanctuary weight... If the age is from one month to five years, the equivalent

for a male is five shekels of silver, and the equivalent for a female is three shekels of silver.

T72-1”3:2"d K"l .6
Vayikra 22:26-27

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: When an ox or a sheep or a goat is born, it shall stay seven days with its
mother, and from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as an offering by fire to Hashem.
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Bamidbar 3:40

Hashem said to Moshe: Record every first-born male of the Israelite people from the age of one month up,
and make a list of their names.

Rashi: NUMBER ALL THE FIRSTBORN OF THE MALES [OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL] FROM A
MONTH OLD AND UPWARDS — as soon as he (the firstborn) has passed the age when it might possibly
prove non-viable.
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Bamidbar 3:5-10

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Advance the tribe of Levi and place them in attendance upon Aaron the
priest to serve him. They shall perform duties for him and for the whole community before the Tent of Meeting,
doing the work of the Tabernacle. They shall take charge of all the furnishings of the Tent of Meeting—a duty
on behalf of the Israelites—doing the work of the Tabernacle. You shall assign the Levites to Aaron and to
his sons: they are formally assigned to him from among the Israelites. You shall make Aaron and his sons
responsible for observing their priestly duties; and any outsider who encroaches shall be put to death.
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Bamidbar 3:32

The head chieftain of the Levites was Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, in charge of those attending to the
duties of the sanctuary.

Rashi: THE PRINCE OVER THE PRINCES OF THE LEVITES —i.e. he was appointed over all of them. And
in regard to what was his overship? nanwn =nw n1po THE OVERSIGHT OF THEM THAT KEEP THE
CHARGE [OF THE SANCTUARY] — i.e. by him was the appointment of all of these.
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Bamidbar 1:49
Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number, and you shall not reckon their sum among the children of Israel.

RASHI: ONLY THOU SHALT NOT NUMBER THE TRIBE OF LEVI — The legion of the King is worthy to be
numbered by itself (cf. Midrash Tanchuma, Bamidbar 15). — Another explanation is: The Holy One, blessed
be He, foresaw that a decree would once be made against all those that had been numbered from twenty
years and upwards, viz., that they should die in the wilderness (Bamidbar 14:29). He therefore said: Let these
(the Levites) not be included amongst those now counted, in which case they must die, because they are
Mine, since they did not sin by worshipping the golden calf.
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Bamidbar 3:11-13

Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: | hereby take the Levites from among the Israelites in place of all the first-
born, the first issue of the womb among the Israelites: the Levites shall be Mine. For every first-born is Mine:

at the time that | smote every first-born in the land of Egypt, | consecrated every first-born in Israel, man and
beast, to Myself, to be Mine, Hashem'’s.
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Bamidbar 3:40-41

Hashem said to Moshe: Record every first-born male of the Israelite people from the age of one month up,
and make a list of their names; and take the Levites for Me, Hashem, in place of every first-born among the
Israelite people, and the cattle of the Levites in place of every first-born among the cattle of the Israelites.
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13. Midrash Tanchuma, Bamidbar 16:1

R. Judah bar Shalom said, “The Holy One, blessed be He, is accustomed to numbering [the children of] this
tribe in every case while they are young. How is it shown? When the Holy One, blessed be He, told Jacob to
go down to Egypt, at that time he numbered Israel and his children; and all of them were found [to humber]
sixty-six, as stated (in Gen. 46:26), “And all the souls of the House of Jacob that came that came to Egypt...
were sixty-six.” [In addition were] Joseph's two sons, plus Joseph, for a total of seventy minus one. But it says
(in vs. 27), “all the souls of the House of Jacob, which came to Egypt, were seventy.”
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Sotah 12a

Yocheved'’s age is established based on a tradition concerning the number of the descendants of Jacob
who came to Egypt, as follows: While the verse states that Leah had thirty-three descendants (Bereishis
46:15), only thirty-two were enumerated. This was explained as Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, says:
The “daughter of Levi” is Yocheved, whose conception was on the road, as the family of Jacob
descended to Egypt, and she was born between the walls, i.e., in Egypt, as it is stated: “And the name
of Amram’s wife was Yocheved, the daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt” (Bamidbar 26:59).
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Bereishis 46:8-27

These are the names of the Israelites, Jacob and his descendants, who came to Egypt. Jacob’s first-born
Reuben... Those were the sons whom Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, in addition to his daughter Dinah.
Persons in all, male and female: 33... The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. To Joseph
were born in the land of Egypt Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath daughter of Poti-phera priest of On
bore to him... All the persons belonging to Jacob who came to Egypt—his own issue, aside from the wives of
Jacob’s sons—all these persons numbered 66. And Joseph'’s sons who were born to him in Egypt were two
in number. Thus the total of Jacob’s household who came to Egypt was seventy persons.
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16. Rashi on Bereishis 46:15

wvi o'w7w THIRTY THREE — But in the enumeration above you will find only thirty-two. The one whose
name is omitted is Yocheved who was born “between the walls” just as they entered the border city, as it is
said (Bamidbar 26:59) “Yocheved, the daughter of Levi, whom her mother bore to Levi in Egypt — she was
born in Egypt, but she was not conceived in Egypt (Bava Batra 123).
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Bamidbar 26:59

The name of Amram’s wife was Yocheved daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; she bore to
Amram Aaron and Moshe and their sister Miriam.

v”7:1”"> 12N .18
:DDNX DN DX NYNRTIRDRTNN DRYY TN DNYNA 177 ANKR D7 WK 7702 T DNy NYX | DY)

[ YD RDL,NDT? NRIND N7 10122W3 ,0M¥NA AN 'K DY ANTYZ . DMI¥XNA 177 ANK AT UK 'oN
WYUN| D'WY K7X RYIN NDX 'YX 0192 N0V 0y

Bamidbar 26:59

The name of Amram’s wife was Yocheved daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; she bore to
Amram Aaron and Moshe and their sister Miriam.

RASHI: nmxma u%? anx a1 "wx WHOM HER MOTHER BORE TO LEVI IN EGYPT — she was born in
Egypt but was not conceived in Egypt; when they came “between the walls” (within the confines of Egypt),
she gave birth to her, and she (Yocheved) made up the number of seventy; because in the enumeration of
them (Bereishis 46:8—27) you will find only sixty-nine.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 3:12

MmN mn axi AND |, BEHOLD | HAVE TAKEN [THE LEVITES FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL]
— This means: And | — whence do “I” claim the right on them from among the children of Israel, that the
Israelites should have to hire them (cf. Rashi on v. 8) for My service? It is through the firstborn — to whom |
surely have a title — that | have a claim on them (the Levites) and so | take them in their (the firstborns’)
stead. For originally the service (the priestly functions) was performed by the firstborn, but when they (the
Israelites and among them their firstborn too) sinned by worshipping the golden calf they became disqualified,
and the Levites who had not worshipped the idol were chosen in their stead.
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Jerusalem Talmud Rosh Hashanah Chapter 1, Halacha 1

(Question:) The Pasuk states (Melachim 1, 2, 11), "The days that David reigned over all of Israel were 40
years etc.", And the Pasuk states (Shmuel 2, 5, 5), "In Hebron he ruled over Yehudah for 7 years and 6
months and in Yerushalayim he ruled [33 years]...?

Answer #1: When the 1st Pasuk speaks generally, it says 40 years. The 2nd Pasuk is more specific and says
40 years and 6 months...

...R. Yudan bei R. Shalom answers: The Pasuk states (Melachim 1, 11, 16), "For 6 months Yoav and all of
Yisrael stayed there (until he had cut off every male in Edom)". The Holy One said to him - | said to you
(Devarim 2, 5), "Do not provoke them (the nation of Edom)" and you wished to provoke them (by attacking
and destroying them). Therefore, this time will not be counted for you.
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Mishnah Nedarim 3:11

If one says: The property of the descendants of Noah is konam for me, and for that reason | will not
benefit from it, he is permitted to derive benefit from a Jew but prohibited from deriving benefit from the
nations of the world. If one says: The property of the offspring of Avraham is forbidden to me, and for
that reason | will not benefit from it, he is prohibited from deriving benefit from a Jew but permitted to
derive benefit from the nations of the world.
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Jerusalem Talmud Nedarim 3:8

Question: (Why in the above case is it permitted to derive benefit from all gentiles?) Is not Yishmael included
in 'the seed of Avraham'?!

Answer: [Indeed, he is not, as we see that the verse states (Bereishis 28) -] “for in Isaac will be called your
seed.”

Question: Is Esav not included in the seed of Yitzchak?!

R. Yudan bar Shalom answers: [Indeed, he is not -] the above verse states: in Isaac, i.e. but not all of Isaac...
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Bamidbar 1:53
The Levites, however, shall camp around the Tabernacle of the Pact, that wrath may not strike the Israelite
community; the Levites shall stand guard around the Tabernacle of the Pact.
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[l Samuel 20:19

I am one of those who seek the welfare of the faithful in Israel. But you seek to bring death upon a mother
city in Israel' Why should you destroy Hashem’s possession?”



