Summary Chart, Likkutei Sichos 15 Breishis 1 - The Alef and Beis of Torah

Why does Torah start
with a Beis?

Questions:

Answer: Torah has 2 levels: 1) Learning with understanding. 2) The
essence of Torah, and the connection with the Giver of the Torah.
There must always be “Borchu BaTora Techila,” the recognition of
the Giver of the Torah first (Alef of Torah) before actual learning
(Beis of Torah). This impacts:

Kabbala Alef - Torah of Atzilus, | Hashem gave us the The Torah itself:
?els }—lTorah Of_l;YBA'_ sfa me}'ll‘ orah go.m al? OVE | When learning without the Giver of the Torah, it creates separation
ora Sl’)talljts Wl;t els th% av}tle ab els,.t (in (as in BY”A), but with the preface of “Borchu BaTora Techila” there
:c'o sym 0 1ze. that t .e ora . abovel1s also | -,1d be oneness and unity with Hashem (as in Atzilus).
our” Torah is the with a Beis. Why would
second level. the Torah above begin
with Beis?
Yerushalmi | Alef - Arira (cursed). There must be words The person learning:
BBellS B .Bracha ;hat begin _W,lth Alef that If he is meritorious - meaning, he learns with the holiness and
(Blessing). ) avea pqsmve essence of Torah - it becomes a potion of life, meaning blessing
The Torah starts with | connotation, and words (Beis - Bracha)
blessing. Wlt},l Bels that ha\{e a7 If he is not meritorious — meaning, he’s lacking the giver of the
positive connotation Torah - it becomes a potion of death (Arira).
Medrash The shape of the Beis | The world was created | The world:
151?1rr}1111.ar ,;0 th; fworld3 S\yﬁand folr (’j t}}lle TToraffll. When acknowledging the Giver of the Torah, we recognize that “this
delc IS; osed trom h y wqu l'fcfe c})lra world has a master,” and we are able to rectify that which is lacking
sides and open on one | chahge tse ort' N in the world, due to the “openness of the Northern side.”
(northern) side. world (and not vice
versa?)
Translation | All of the sages A. How could they have | The learning of non-Jews is only about the comprehension and not
of Talmai translated with divine | started with an Alef? about the essence of Torah, so there is only one level. The sages
Hamelech inspiration “Elokim B. Why would Talmai therefore began their translation with an Alef, which is the only

Bara Bresishis,” thus
actually beginning the
Torah with an Alef.

not have understood
the above-mentioned
reasons?

level that Talmai could understand.




