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And your seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall gain strength westward and eastward
and northward and southward; and through you shall be blessed all the families of the earth and
through your seed.
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Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Yosei: With regard to anyone who delights in the
Shabbat, God gives him a boundless portion, i.e., a very large reward, as it is stated: “If you keep
your feet from violating Shabbat, from pursuing your affairs on My holy day, and you call Shabbat
a delight, the Lord’s holy day honored, and you honor it by not going your own way, or attending
to your own matters or speaking idle words. Then you shall delight in the Lord and I will cause
you to ride on the heights of the world, and to feast on the inheritance of Jacob your father, as the
mouth of God has spoken” (Isaiah 58:13-14). The reward for delighting in Shabbat is specifically
the portion of Jacob. Not that of Abraham, about whom it is written, “Rise, walk through the land
through its length and its width because I have given it to you” (Genesis 13:17), i.e., only this land
alone in its borders. And not that of Isaac, about whom it is written, “Dwell in this land and I will
be with you and I will bless you because I will give all of these lands to you and your offspring”
(Genesis 26:3), meaning these lands and no others. Rather, that of Jacob, about whom it is written,
“And your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to
the east and to the north and to the south, and all of the families of the land will be blessed through
you and your offspring” (Genesis 28:14). There are no boundaries for Jacob’s portion.
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Shabbos observance is not explicitly mentioned with regards to Avraham. Accordingly, he
inherited the world in a limited fashion as it says, 'Rise, walk in the land, to its length and to its

breadth’.

Yaakov however, being as he does have an explicit mention of Shabbos observance, as it says, “and
he encamped before the city”, (which is interpreted as -) he entered towards the end of the day,
and set Shabbos boundaries while it was still day,

Inherited the world in an unlimited form, as it says, “And your seed shall be as the dust of the
earth’.

Ja s mToin (4
2NM NIPN (Mg TR YN 5P 071N YPUTIUN 27

Because Abraham hearkened to My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes,
and My instructions."
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R’ Yonatan said in the name of R’ Yochanan - even the laws of mixing courtyards were known to
Avraham, ‘My instructions (Torati)’, Avraham kept two Torahs, even the simple commandments
of the oral law.
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It is permitted to think about one’s business affairs [on Shabbos], even how to perform labors
after Shabbos that are absolutely forbidden on Shabbos,for [our Sages| forbade only speech, [as



reflected by the prooftextl that mentions] “speaking about [mundane matters].” [Implied is that]
speech is forbidden; thought is permitted. Nevertheless, if thinking about [his business concerns
will cause him] anxiety or even a trace of worry, it is forbidden. [Indeed,] it is an expression of
Shabbos pleasure not to think about one’s business concerns at all, but rather to consider all of
his work as having been completed. This is [hinted at by] the verse: “Six days shall you labor and
you shall perform all your work.” Now, [the verse cannot be understood literally because] there is
no way a person can perform all his work in one week. [Instead, the intent is that| every Shabbos,
a person should consider all of his work as having been completed. There is no greater pleasure
than this.
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That from you is their rest, and by their rest they sanctify your name.
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“And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see the vision; but a great
trembling fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves” (Daniel 10:7). Who were these men? The
term “men” in the Bible indicates important people; who were they? Rabbi Yirmeya said, and some say that
it was Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba who said: These are the prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 12The
Gemara comments: In certain ways they, the prophets, were greater than him, Daniel, and in certain ways
he, Daniel, was greater than them. They were greater than him, as they were prophets and he was not a
prophet. Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi were sent to convey the word of God to the Jewish people, while
Daniel was not sent to reveal his visions to others. In another way, however, he was greater than them, as
he saw this vision, and they did not see this vision, indicating that his ability to perceive obscure and
cryptic visions was greater than theirs. The Gemara asks: Since they did not see the vision, what is the
reason that they were frightened? The Gemara answers: Even though they did not see the vision, their
guardian angels saw it, and therefore they sensed that there was something fearful there and they fled.
Ravina said: Learn from this incident that with regard to one who is frightened for no apparent reason,
although he does not see anything menacing, his guardian angel sees it, and therefore he should take steps
in order to escape the danger. The Gemara asks: What is his remedy? He should recite Shema, which will
afford him protection. And if he is standing in a place of filth, where it is prohibited to recite verses from
the Torah, he should distance himself four cubits from his current location in order to escape the danger.
And if he is not able to do so, let him say the following incantation: The goat of the slaughterhouse is fatter
than I am, and if a calamity must fall upon something, it should fall upon it.
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The Gemara inquires about the basis of this law: These four cubits within which a person is
always permitted to walk on Shabbat, where are they written in the Torah?
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The Gemara answers: As it was taught in a baraita: The verse “Remain every man in his place; let
no man go out of his place on the seventh day” (Exodus 16:29), means one must restrict his
movement to an area equal to his place. And how much is the area of his place? A person’s body
typically measures three cubits, and an additional cubit is needed in order to allow him to spread
out his hands and feet, this is the statement of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehuda says: A person’s body
measures three cubits, and an additional cubit is needed in order to allow him to pick up an object
from under his feet and place it under his head, meaning, to give him room to maneuver.
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