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There is an old teaching that has been handed down by Chassidic tradition in two versions: (a)
Chai Elul is the day that introduced — and that introduces — vitality into Elul; (b) Chai Elul lends
zest to one’s spiritual labors as defined by the phrase, "7 *Tim 177 a8 — “| am my Beloved’s
and my Beloved is mine.”
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| am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine, who grazes among the roses."
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But one who did not stalk [him], but God brought [it] about into his hand, | will make a place for
you to which he shall flee.
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But doesn’t Rabbi Yohanan himself say: From where is it derived that matters of Torah provide
refuge, i.e., that the blood redeemer may not harm one who is engaged in Torah? It is derived
from a verse, as it is stated: “Bezer in the wilderness, in the flatlands, for the Reubenites; and
Ramoth in Gilead, for the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, for the Manassites” (Deuteronomy
4:43), in the list of cities of refuge designated by Moses, and it is written thereafter: “And this is



the Torah” (Deuteronomy 4:44). Based on that juxtaposition it is derived that the status of
Torah is like that of a city of refuge.
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And the Lord, your God, will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, [so that you
may] love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, for the sake of your life.
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And the Lord, your God, will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, [so that you
may] love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, for the sake of your life.
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Today is the fiftieth anniversary of the first time that | was privileged to hear that highlighted
Gut Yom-Tov! on Chai Elul, so let me wish you likewise, Gut Yom-Tov!

And since “one is obligated to quote the wording used by his mentor,” | will quote my father’s
holy words as | heard them: “Gut Yom-Tov to us! Today is the birthday of our two great
luminaries: Monday, Chai Elul, 5458 (1698), was the birthday of the Baal Shem Tov, and
Wednesday, Chai Elul, 5505 (1745), was the birthday of the Alter Rebbe!”
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When a year had passed since their marriage and they had not been blessed with a child, R.
Baruch and his wife set out during the month of Elul to visit the Baal Shem Tov in order to ask
for his blessing. The Baal Shem Tov blessed them, and promised them that in the forthcoming
year, 5505 (1745), they would be granted a healthy son.



The fact that this child was connected to the new soul that was destined to descend that year,
was hidden even from the Baal Shem Tov.
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And God made the two great luminaries: the great luminary to rule the day and the lesser
luminary to rule the night, and the stars.
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And Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba further said that Rabbi Yohanan said: What is the meaning of that
which is written: “And the Lord delivered to me two tablets of stone written with the finger of
God; and on them was written according to all the words which the Lord spoke with you in the
mountain” (Deuteronomy 9:10)? This teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, showed
Moses on the mountain all the inferences that can be derived from the words of the Torah; and
all the inferences that can be derived from the words of the Scribes, the early Sages; and also
all the new halakhot that the Scribes were destined to introduce in the future in addition to the
laws of the Torah. And what is it specifically that the Scribes would introduce in addition to the
laws of the Torah? The reading of the Megilla.
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Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: When Moses ascended on High, he found the Holy One,
Blessed be He, sitting and tying crowns on the letters of the Torah. Moses said before God:
Master of the Universe, who is preventing You from giving the Torah without these additions?
God said to him: There is a man who is destined to be born after several generations, and
Akiva ben Yosef is his name; he is destined to derive from each and every thorn of these
crowns mounds upon mounds of halakhot. It is for his sake that the crowns must be added to
the letters of the Torah.
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Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, show him to me. God said to him: Return
behind you. Moses went and sat at the end of the eighth row in Rabbi Akiva’s study hall and
did not understand what they were saying. Moses’ strength waned, as he thought his Torah
knowledge was deficient. When Rabbi Akiva arrived at the discussion of one matter, his
students said to him: My teacher, from where do you derive this? Rabbi Akiva said to them: It
is a halakha transmitted to Moses from Sinai. When Moses heard this, his mind was put at
ease, as this too was part of the Torah that he was to receive.
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And every one of Israel is able to reveal secrets of wisdom, ( to reveal) and to discover a new
insight, whether it be in laws or in homiletics, in the revealed or in the esoteric parts (of Torah),
according to the level of his soul's root. Indeed, one is obliged to do so in order to perfect his
soul by elevating all the sparks that fell to its part and lot, as known.
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Now, when an intellect conceives and comprehends a concept with its intellectual faculties, this
intellect grasps the concept and encompasses it. This concept is [in turn] grasped, enveloped
and enclothed within that intellect which conceived and comprehended it.

The mind, for its part, is also clothed in the concept at the time it comprehends and grasps it
with the intellect
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and “good” means nothing but Torah, as it is said, “For | give you good instruction; do not
forsake my Torah” (Proverbs 4:2).
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Rav Huna who said that Rav said in the name of Rabbi Meir: A person should always teach his
student in a concise manner.
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And Rava also says, with regard to this verse: Initially the Torah is called by the name of the
Holy One, Blessed be He, but ultimately it is called by the name of the one who studies it. As it
is first stated: “His delight is in the Torah of the Lord,” and in the continuation of the verse it
states: “And in his Torah he meditates day and night.” This teaches that through study one
acquires ownership, as it were, of the Torah.
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However, the righteous, their names precede them: “And his name was Kish” (I Samuel 9:1);
“and his name was Saul” (I Samuel 9:2); “and his name was Yishai” (I Samuel 17:12); “and his
name was Mordekhai” (Esther 2:5); “and his name was Elkana” (I Samuel 1:1). It is because
they are similar to their Creator, as it is written: “But with My name, the Lord, | was not known
to them” (Exodus 6:3).
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Behold, it is puffed up-his soul is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.
'N,T'Y v (22

NIN 2 RYTR A7 K721, 7 MK N7 D17 12ANT i npi7 — DM TYing 1Wp7 U mx
'aRNY7 910 'R NAXI,D''AKN 12 DI'NRN [ 7 MY ImnT

On the topic of Miriam’s leprosy, the Gemara cites that which Reish Lakish said: One who
suspects the innocent of indiscretion is afflicted in his body, as it is written: “And Moses
answered and said: But they will not believe me and will not hearken to my voice, for they will
say, God did not appear to you” (Exodus 4:1), and it is revealed before the Holy One, Blessed
be He, that the Jewish people would believe. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses:
They are believers, the children of believers; and ultimately, you will not believe.
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Rabbi Yose said: Let the property of your fellow be as precious unto you as your own; Make
yourself fit to study Torah for it will not be yours by inheritance; And let all your actions be for
[the sake of] the name of heaven.
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