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Bamidbar 28:1-30:3

(1) Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: (2) Command the Israelite people and say to them: Be punctilious in
presenting to Me at stated times the offerings of food due Me, as offerings by fire of pleasing odor to Me. (3)
Say to them: These are the offerings by fire that you are to present to Hashem: As a regular burnt offering
every day, two yearling lambs without blemish... (9) On the sabbath day: two yearling lambs without
blemish... (11) On your new moons you shall present a burnt offering to Hashem: two bulls of the herd... (16)
In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, there shall be a passover sacrifice to Hashem, (17)
and on the fifteenth day of that month a festival. Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days... (19) You
shall present an offering by fire, a burnt offering, to Hashem: two bulls of the herd, one ram... (26) On the
day of the first fruits... (27) You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing odor to Hashem: two bulls of the
herd, one ram, seven yearling lambs... (39) All these you shall offer to Hashem at the stated times, in addition
to your votive and freewill offerings, be they burnt offerings, meal offerings, libations, or offerings of well-

being. (1) So Moshe spoke to the Israelites just as Hashem had commanded Moshe.
(2) Moshe spoke to the heads of the Israelite tribes, saying: This is what Hashem has commanded: (3) If a
man makes a vow to Hashem or takes an oath imposing an obligation on himself, he shall not break his



pledge; he must carry out all that has crossed his lips.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 30:1

3w m X nwn nrt AND MOSHE TOLD THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL — This is stated to separate this
subject (of sacrifies) from the following (vows). Such is the opinion of R. Ishmael. What it means is: since up
to now we have the words of the Omnipresent to Moshe (Bamidbar 28:1—2: “And Hashem said to Moshe,
‘Command the children of Israel, etc.’ ”) and the chapter about vows that follows begins with an utterance of
Moshe (“And Moshe spake”), it is necessary first to make a break by stating that Moshe in turn told this
section to Israel (“And Moshe told etc.”), for if this were not done it would imply that he did not tell them this
section about the sacrifices, but began his address with the chapter about vows (Sifrei Bamidbar 152).
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Bamidbar 31
(1) Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying, (2) “Avenge the Israelite people on the Midianites... (7) They took the
field against Midian, as Hashem had commanded Moshe, and slew every male. (8) They slew the kings of
Midian... (9) The Israelites took the women and children of the Midianites captive, and seized as booty all
their beasts, all their herds, and all their wealth... (14) Moshe became angry with the commanders of the
army... (15) Moshe said to them, “You have spared every female! (16) Yet they are the very ones who, at the
bidding of Balaam, induced the Israelites to trespass against Hashem in the matter of Peor, so that Hashem’s
community was struck by the plague.
(17) Now, therefore, slay every male among the children, and slay also every woman who has known a man
carnally;
Rashi: 12an [AND EVERY WOMAN THAT MAY KNOW MAN] ... KILL — Why does it say this word again
after having used it in the first half of the sentence? It is to show where the pause comes in the paragraph.
So is the opinion of R. Ishmael (Sifrei Bamidbar 157:6). For if | read (omitting the word 4a731), 107 722 127N
W'N TWT WK 721 qua ... ‘121 0'wia quin 7221 “Now therefore kill every male among the little ones ... and every
woman ... and all the little ones among the women ... keep alive”, | would not know whether they were to
kill “every woman” together with the “males among the little ones” or were to keep them alive together with



the “little ones among the women’. On this account 121 is stated (added) at the end of the verse.
(18) but spare every young woman who has not had carnal relations with a man.
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Sifrei Bamidbar 152:1

...And Moshe said to the children of Israel": (The purpose of "And Moshe said" is) to conclude the foregoing.
For if | read "aside from your vows ... (30:2) And Moshe spoke," | would not know to what it ("And Moshe
spoke") referred, (to what precedes or to what follows?) It is, therefore, written "from your vows ... And Moshe
said," to conclude what precedes. These are the words of R. Yishmael.
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Exodus 19:14-15

Moshe came down from the mountain to the people and warned the people to stay pure, and they washed
their clothes. And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day: do not go near a woman.”

Rashi: [AND MOSHE WENT DOWN] FROM THE MOUNTAIN UNTO THE PEOPLE —This tells us that
Moshe did not betake himself first to his personal concerns but went direct from the mountain to the people.
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Rashi on Vayikra 24:10

AND THE SON OF THE ISRAELITISH WOMAN WENT OUT — Whence did he go out? Surely not from the
camp, since Scripture states “and they strove in the camp”! Rabbi Levi said, “He went out from (by his
blasphemous utterance he lost) his eternal life (in21y; R. Levi evidently connects xx'1 with the last word of v.
8; “the everlasting covenant, n71v n"11”). R. Berachya said, “He set forth (xx') (started his argument) from the
above section. He said sneeringly: “Every Sabbath he shall set it in order!? Surely it is the way of a king to
eat fresh (lit., warm) bread every day; is it perhaps his way to eat bread nine days old (lit., cold bread of nine
days)?! (The Hebrew word nmna “Say this in the intonation of a question” means nothing other than our
question mark) (Midrash Tanchuma 38 23). A Baraitha states that xx'I means, he came out of the judicial
court of Moshe where he had been pronounced to be in the wrong in the following matter: although his father
was an Egyptian he had gone to pitch his tent in the camp of the tribe of Dan to whom his mother belonged
(cf. v. 11). They (the men of Dan) said to him, “What have you to do here" (lit., what is your character that
gives you the right to come here?). He replied. “| am one of the children of the tribe of Dan”. Thereupon they
said to him, “Scripture states: (Bamidbar 2:2) “Every man [of the children of Israel shall encamp] by his own



standard, that bears the signs of their father’'s house”! He thereupon went in to the judicial court of Moshe to
have the matter decided and came forth (xx') declared to be in the wrong. He then stood up and blasphemed.
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Chagigah 6a-6b

it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yishmael says: General statements were said at Sinai, i.e., Moshe
received general mitzvot at Sinai, including the Ten Commandments. And the details of the mitzvot, e.g.,
the particulars of the sacrificial process, were said to Moshe at a later time in the Tent of Meeting. And
Rabbi Akiva says: Both general statements and the details of mitzvot were said at Sinai and later
repeated in the Tent of Meeting, and reiterated a third time by Moshe to the Jewish people in the plains
of Moab, as recorded in the book of Deuteronomy.
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Vayikra 23:1-2
Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: These are My fixed times,
the fixed times of Hashem, which you shall proclaim as sacred occasions.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 28:2

COMMAND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL — What is said above? Moshe said, “Let Hashem set [a man over
the congregation]” (Bamidbar 27:16). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “Instead of giving Me a
command regarding My children, command My children regarding Me!” A parable! It may be compared to the
case of a princess who was departing this world and gave her husband charge concerning her children, etc.,
as it is related in Sifrei Bamidbar 142:1.
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10. Shulchan Aruch of the Alter Rebbe, 1:1:11

Our Sages declare: “Whoever occupies himself with the laws of the burnt-offering is considered to have
brought a burnt-offering, and whoever occupies himself with the laws of the sin-offering is considered to have
brought a sin-offering.” It is therefore desirable to recite every day the Biblical passages pertaining to the
burnt-offering, the meal-offering, the peace-offering, the thanksgiving-offering, the sin-offering, the definite
guilt-offering, the provisional guilt-offering, and the adjustable guilt-offering spoken of in the passage
beginning, “[If a person will sin] and accept a charge with an oath...”

Since every voluntary sacrifice must be accompanied by a libation, [the passages concerning] the burnt-
offering, the peace-offering and the thanksgiving-offering should be followed by the passage concerning the
libation. Neither a sin-offering nor a guilt-offering requires a libation.



