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Vayikra 25:1-7

Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai: Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When you enter the
land that | assign to you, the land shall observe a sabbath of Hashem. Six years you may sow your field and
six years you may prune your vineyard and gather in the yield. But in the seventh year the land shall have a
sabbath of complete rest, a sabbath of Hashem: you shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. You
shall not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your untrimmed vines; it shall be a year
of complete rest for the land. But you may eat whatever the land during its sabbath will produce—you, your
male and female slaves, the hired and bound laborers who live with you, and your cattle and the beasts in
your land may eat all its yield.
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Rashi on Vayikra 25:1

on Mount Sinai: What [special relevance] does the subject of Shemittah [the “release” of fields in the seventh



year] have with Mount Sinai? Were not all the commandments stated from Sinai? However, [this teaches us
that] just as with Shemittah, its general principles and its finer details were all stated from Sinai, likewise, all
of them were stated-their general principles [together with] their finer details-from Sinai. This is what is taught
in Torat Kohanim (25:1). [And why is Shemittah used as the example to prove this rule, especially since the
very fine details are not even specified here (Sefer Hazikkaron)?] It appears to me that its explanation is as
follows: [At the plains of Moav, Moshe reiterated the majority of the laws of the Torah to the Israelites before
their entry into the land of Israel, this reiteration comprising most of the Book of Devarim. Now,] since we do
not find the laws of Shemittah [‘release”] of land reiterated on the plains of Moav in Devarim, we learn that
its general principles, finer details, and explanations were all stated at Sinai. Scripture states this [phrase]
here to teach us that [just as in the case of Shemittah,] every statement [i.e., every commandment] that was
conveyed to Moshe came from Sinai, [including] their general principles and finer details [and that the
commandments delineated in Devarim were merely] repeated and reviewed on the plains of Moav [not
originally given there].
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Chagigah 6a

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yishmael says: General statements were said at Sinai, i.e., Moshe
received general mitzvot at Sinai, including the Ten Commandments. And the details of the mitzvot, e.g.,
the particulars of the sacrificial process, were said to Moshe at a later time in the Tent of Meeting. And
Rabbi Akiva says: Both general statements and the details of mitzvot were said at Sinai and later
repeated in the Tent of Meeting, and reiterated a third time by Moshe to the Jewish people in the plains
of Moav, as recorded in the book of Devarim.
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Shemos 33:11

And Hashem spoke to Moshe face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he turned back to the camp:
but his servant Yehoshua, the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart out of the Tent.

Rashi: mannn 8 awi .( AND HE RETURNED INTO THE CAMP — After G-d had conversed with him, Moshe
used to return to the camp and teach the elders what he had learned. This Moshe practised from the day of
Atonement until the Tabernacle was set up, but no longer. For on the seventeenth of Tammuz the tablets
were broken, on the eighteenth he burnt the calf and punished the of fenders, on the nineteenth he ascended
the mountain, as it is said (Shemos 32:30) “And it came to pass on the morrow (the day after he had punished
the wrongdoers; cf. vv. 26—29), that Moshe said unto the people”, [Ye have sinned a great sin and now | will
go up to Hashem]”. There he spent forty days and sought mercy for the people, as it is said, (Devarim 9:18)
“And | threw myself down before Hashem [as at the first, forty days and forty nights]”. These terminated on
the last day of Ab (there were 11 days from the 19th to the 29th of Tammuz therefore 29 days in Ab complete
the forty) and he then returned to the people. On the first day of the New Moon of Ellul it was said to him,
(Shemos 34:2) “And be ready in the morning] and go up in the morning unto mount Sinai” — to receive the
second tablets. He again spent there the forty days of which it is stated, (Devarim 10:10) “[And | stayed in the
mountain, according to the first, days, [forty days and forty nights]’. The words niIwKXIn oM, “like the first
days”, cannot refer to the number of days for this is stated immediately afterwards; they are to be joined with
'"MTny — | stayed in the same state as on the first days: How were the first forty days passed? In G-d’'s good-
will (because the Israelites had not yet sinned)! So, too, the last forty days were passed in G-d’s good-will —
from which you must admit that the intervening forty days were passed in G-d’s anger. On the tenth of Tishri
G-d became reconciled with Israel in joy and perfect affection and said to Moshe: “| have forgiven!” and
handed him over the second tablets, whereupon Moshe went down and began to command them concerning
the work of the Tabernacle (cf. Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 31; Seder Olam 6; Rashi on Shemos 18:13,
Devarim 9:18 and also Taanit 36b). They were occupied in its construction until the first of Nisan and from
the time when it was set up G-d did not converse with him any more except from the tent of meeting.
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Shemos 16:22-23

On the sixth day they gathered double the amount of food, two omers for each; and when all the chieftains
of the community came and told Moshe, he said to them, “This is what Hashem meant: Tomorrow is a day of
rest, a holy sabbath of Hashem. Bake what you would bake and boil what you would boil; and all that is left
put aside to be kept until morning.”

Rashi: and told [it] to Moshe: They asked him, “Why is this day different from other days?” From here we
can deduce that Moshe had not yet told them the section regarding the Sabbath that he was commanded to
tell them, [namely:] “And it will come about on the sixth day that they shall prepare, etc.” (verse 5) until they



asked him this [question]. [At that point] he said to them, “That is what Hashem spoke,” (verse 23) which |
was commanded to tell you. Therefore, [because Moshe had waited to convey this commandment,] Scripture
punished him that He said to him “How long will you refuse [to observe My commandments...]” (verse 28)
and [in saying this He] did not exclude him [Moshe] from the general community [of sinners].
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Bamidbar 10:11-12

In the second year, on the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle of the Pact
and the Israelites set out on their journeys from the wilderness of Sinai. The cloud came to rest in the
wilderness of Paran.

NN DMAT.T

AAAAA

Devarim 1:1

These are the words which Moshe spoke to all Israel on that side of the Jordan in the desert, in the plain
opposite the Red Sea, between Paran and Tofel and Lavan and Hazeroth and Di Zahav.
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Sanhedrin 86a

Rabbi Yohanan says: An unattributed mishna is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Meir; an
unattributed baraita in the Tosefta is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Nehemya; an unattributed
baraita in the Sifra, the halakhic midrash on the book of Vayikra (Toras Kohanim), is in accordance with the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda; and an unattributed baraita in the Sifrei is in accordance with the opinion of
Rabbi Shimon. And all of these are in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, as all the Sages
mentioned were his disciples.
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Shemos 23:10-11

Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield; but in the seventh you shall let it rest and lie fallow.
Let the needy among your people eat of it, and what they leave let the wild beasts eat. You shall do the same
with your vineyards and your olive groves.
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Eiruvin 46b

Since the Gemara discussed the principles cited with regard to halakhic decision-making, it cites additional
principles. Rabbi Ya’akov and Rabbi Zerika said: The halakhais in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Akiva in disputes with any individual Sage, and the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yosei even in disputes with other Sages, and the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi in disputes with any individual Sage.
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Berakhot 61b

The Gemara relates: When they took Rabbi Akiva out to be executed, it was time for the recitation of
Shema. And they were raking his flesh with iron combs, and he was reciting Shema, thereby accepting
upon himself the yoke of Heaven. His students said to him: Our teacher, even now, as you suffer, you
recite Shema? He said to them: All my days | have been troubled by the verse: With all your soul,
meaning: Even if G-d takes your soul. | said to myself: When will the opportunity be afforded me to fulfill
this verse? Now that it has been afforded me, shall | not fulfill it? He prolonged his uttering of the word:
One, until his soul left his body as he uttered his final word: One. A voice descended from heaven and
said: Happy are you, Rabbi Akiva, that your soul left your body as you uttered: One.
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Shabbat 88b

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: From each and every utterance that emerged from the mouth of the Holy
One, Blessed be He, the souls of the Jewish people left their bodies, as it is stated: “My soul departed when
he spoke” (Song of Songs 5:6). And since their souls left their bodies from the first utterance, how did they
receive the second utterance? Rather, G-d rained the dew upon them that, in the future, will revive the dead,
and He revived them.



