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And the kohen shall bring it near to the altar, and nip off its head, and cause it to [go up
in] smoke on the altar, and its [the bird's] blood shall be pressed out upon the wall of the
altar.
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and its [the bird’s] blood shall be pressed out: [The word n¥nii] an expression similar to
“the pressing out (ym) of wrath” (Prov. 30:33); and, “for the milking (ynn) has come to
an end” (Isa. 16:4). He presses the slaughtering area [of the bird’s neck] against the
wall of the altar, and thereby, the blood is pressed out and runs down [the wall].
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For pressing milk will give out butter, and pressing the nose will give out blood, and
pressing anger will give out strife.
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pressing: Heb. ym, pressing, preindre in Old French, as in (Jud. 6:38): “and wrung (yn")
dew, etc.” And our Sages explained (Ber. 63b): If you were put to shame because of the
words of Torah, by seeking and asking your doubts of your mentor, even if you appear
to him as a fool without intelligence, you will ultimately be exalted; nint oxi, but if you
placed a muzzle on your mouth and muzzled it, and you did not ask him anything, your
end will be that when they ask you a matter of halachah, you will put your hand to your
mouth and you will be dumb, for you will not know to reply anything about it. Just as
pressing milk gives out butter, so will pressing anger that your mentor is wroth with you
for not understanding readily and you were put to shame because of it, eventually bring
out of your mouth after a time many (nian) halachoth and instructions.
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It is far more fitting to accept the reason for the offerings which scholars say, namely
that since man’s deeds are accomplished through thought, speech and action,
therefore G-d commanded that when man sins and brings an offering, he should lay his
hands upon it in contrast to the [evil] deed [committed]. He should confess his sin
verbally in contrast to his [evil] speech, and he should burn the inwards and the kidneys
[of the offering] in fire because they are the instruments of thought and desire in the



human being. He should burn the legs [of the offering] since they correspond to the
hands and feet of a person, which do all his work. He should sprinkle the blood upon
the altar, which is analogous to the blood in his body. All these acts are performed in
order that when they are done, a person should realize that he has sinned against his
G-d with his body and his soul, and that “his” blood should really be spilled and “his”
body burned, were it not for the loving-kindness of the Creator, Who took from him a
substitute and a ransom, namely this offering, so that its blood should be in place of his
blood, its life in place of his life, and that the chief limbs of the offering should be in
place of the chief parts of his body. The portions [given from the sin-offering to the
priests], are in order to support the teachers of the Torah, so that they pray on his
behalf. The reason for the Daily public Offering is that it is impossible for the public [as
a whole] to continually avoid sin. Now these are words which are worthy to be
accepted, appealing to the heart as do words of Agadah.
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and it will be accepted for him: For which [sins] will [the sacrifice] be accepted for him
[thereby atoning for them]? If you say that [the offering is accepted and thereby the
person is atoned for] sins which incur the penalty of excision, the death penalty through
the court, the death penalty through the heaven[ly court], or lashes, their punishments
are [expressly] stated, [and thus, the person must undergo the respective punishment
to receive atonement for those sins]. Thereby, we determine that it is accepted only for
[failure to perform] a positive commandment [for which the punishment is not expressly
stated in the Torah, or [violation of] a negative commandment that is attached to a
positive commandment. [l.e., some negative commandments are attached to a positive
commandment that relates to the same matter. An example of this is the law of the
Passover lamb. The Torah states: “And you shall not leave over any of it until morning,
and whatever is left over of it until morning, you shall burn in fire” (Exod. 12:10). Here,
the negative commandment is “attached” to the positive commandment. How so? If
someone has transgressed the negative commandment and left over some of the
Passover lamb until the following morning, he may exonerate himself from the
punishment he has just incurred by fulfilling the positive commandment attached,
namely by burning the remainder in fire. That is an example of “a negative



commandment that is attached to a positive commandment.” See Mak. 4b.]- [Torath
Kohanim 1:31]
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"Whoever is in a rage is as if he worships idols." The reason is clear to those that have
understanding, because at the time of his anger faith has departed from him. For were
he to believe that what happened to him is of the Lord's doing, he would not become
angry at all.
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with respect to matters of Heaven, "To warn off from wrong-doing," the reason stated
does not apply,
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it might enter your mind to say it may be permitted, since the permissibility of
consumption of the milk of a kosher animal is also a novelty. The milk originates from
the blood, which is forbidden for consumption, as the Master said that the reason a
nursing woman does not experience menstruation is because the blood is spoiled and
becomes milk.
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| have descended to rescue them from the hand[s] of the Egyptians and to bring them
up from that land, to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to

the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivvites, and
the Jebusites.



™ 719 x'an (10

W"TI .WOIN 2'UN7 DITYN IWYIY TV 200 "MIpinnl 02210 0NY 1Y "Yimn IX 0'9"N 0NN Wil
N'ODONIN TD N7yN7 1IN O 17W YN DYV IYYIN AIW'Y "D Ay 01'7 Yy D2l 1nyn? 'n 7vo 75 ''mon
NV7 "apT K Pnoni Ko

and the other of tart or sour articles of food which have been well spiced and garnished
so that they are made into delicacies to quicken the soul.

This is what is alluded to in the verse, "The Lord hath made everything for His sake;

also the wicked unto the day of evil," meaning that the wicked man shall repent of his

evil and turn his evil into "day" and light above, when the sitra achra is subdued and the
glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is brought forth on high..
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And its innards and its legs, he shall wash with water. Then, the kohen shall cause to

[go up in] smoke all [of the animal] on the altar, as a burnt offering, a fire offering, [with]
a pleasing fragrance to the Lord.
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