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~ In memory of 217Tn 7"t 7xw' Di7w 1" 7'Tux DT DN " N"NN,
on occasion of his 30th Yohrtzeit, on 2"own'n 11x 2 ~

Use these words to fill in the blanks:

* compared * Daven * equal * government * swallowing *

IN THE MISHNA:

madn by ARidwa Svann i — Daven for the well-being and success of the ,
AN Ny — because if not for the fear of government,

iy2a o»n any) Ny vx — people would swallow each other alive.

QUESTION:
If we need to for the success of the government to prevent people from literally
harming each other, why does the nywn use the unusual expression of people

43

each other alive”?

ANSWER:

The mwn is talking to a person who learns n7n and does nnyn, and would never actually
physically hurt or harm someone else.

However, although he would not do anything wrong to the other person, the way he views the
other person might be negative. He might look down at the other person, thinking that he

himself is so learned and accomplished, and the other person is nothing to him.

In this way, he “swallows” up the other person as if only he is important, and the other person
has no independent value.

So the mwn says: Daven for the well-being of the government. When you Daven for the well-
being of the “kingdom” here on earth, it will remind you of the real King, Hashem. And in the

presence of Hashem we are all , and one will not “swallow” anyone else alive.

Further discussion:
> What is the connection between this teaching and 07737 po X230 >27 who taught it?

(See footnote 30 in the 7n°v)
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Sicha resources: www.ProjectLikkuteiSichos.org
Feedback welcome: yhodakov@hebrewacademy.org
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