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Vayikra 26:3-4

If you follow My laws and faithfully observe My commandments, | will grant your rains in their season, so that
the earth shall yield its produce and the trees of the field their fruit.
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Rashi on Vayikra 26:3

If you follow My laws: | might think that this refers to the fulfillment of the commandments. However, when
Scripture says, “and observe My commandments,” the fulfillment of the commandments is [already] stated.
So what is the meaning of “If you follow My laws”? It means that you must toil in the study of Torah.
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Toras Kohanim, Bechukotai, Section 1 2
"If in My statutes you walk": | would think that these are the Mitzvos. But in "and My Mitzvos you keep, to do
them,"” Mitzvos are already stated. How, then, am | to understand "If in My statutes you walk"? — that you



toil in Torah. And thus is it written (Vayikra 26:14) "And if you do not hearken to Me." | might think that these
(words) are (spoken of) the Mitzvos. But in (Vayikra 26:14) "and do not do all of these Mitzvos," Mitzvos are
already stated. How, then, am | to understand "If you do not hearken to Me"? — to toil.
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Rashi on Vayikra 26:3

and observe My commandments: You shall toil in the study of Torah in order to observe and fulfill [the
commandments (Torat Kohanim 26:2). This is similar to, “[Hear, O Israel, the statutes and ordinances...] and
learn them, and keep in mind to do them” [i.e., learn the Torah in order to keep them in your heart and
perform them].
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Shemos 13:9

And it will be a sign on your hand and a remembrance between your eyes... that G-d took you out of Egypt
with a strong hand.
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Vayikra 18:4
You shall fulfill My ordinances and observe My statutes, to follow them. | am Hashem, your G-d.

Rashi: You shall fulfill My ordinances: These are the laws stated in the Torah in justice, [i.e., which human
intellect deems proper,] which, had they not been stated [in the Torah], would have been deemed worthy to
be stated [e.g., not to steal, not to murder, etc.]. and observe My statutes: These are the “King’s decrees”
[without apparent rationale to man], against which the evil inclination protests, “Why should we keep them?”
Likewise, the nations of the world object to them. Examples are: [The prohibition of] eating pig and wearing
shaatnez [a mixture of wool and linen], and the purification procedure effected by purification water [the
mixture including the ashes of the red cow]. Therefore it says, “I am Hashem.” | have decreed [these] upon
you; you are not permitted to exempt yourselves [from fulfilling them].
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Vayikra 26:46

These are the laws, rules, and instructions that Hashem established, through Moshe on Mount Sinai, between
Himself and the Israelite people.
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Bereishis 26:4-5

| will make your heirs as numerous as the stars of heaven, and assign to your heirs all these lands, so that
all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your heirs— inasmuch as Abraham obeyed Me and kept
My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My teachings.
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Rashi on Bereishis 26:5:1-5

7772 pnnax ynw ABRAHAM HEARKENED TO MY VOICE when | put him to the test. '‘mamwn w1 AND
KEPT MY CHARGE — This refers to precautionary measures which are intended to make us avoid the
infringement of Biblical prohibitions: such are the Rabbinical inhibition of marriage between relatives in the
second degree and the Rabbinical regulations regarding not doing certain acts on the Sabbath (cf. Yevamot
21a). 'mixn MY COMMANDMENTS — those matters which, had they not been written in the Torah, we would
nevertheless hold that they are fitting matters to be the subject of a commandment, such as robbery and
murder (cf. Yoma 67b). 'nipn MY ORDINANCES — matters which our evil inclination and the heathen nations
argue against the necessity of prohibiting, such as the eating of swine’s flesh and the wearing of garments
made of a mixture of wool and linen — things for which there are no apparent reasons but which are the
King’'s decrees and enactments imposed on His subjects (Yoma 67b). '‘naini AND MY LAWS — The plural
serves to include with the written Law also the Oral Law which prescribes commands that are an ancient
institution given by G-d to Moshe from Sinai.
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Proverbs 6:23
For the commandment is a lamp; and Tora is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:
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Avot D'Rabbi Natan 6:2

What were the origins of Rabbi Akiva? They say that he was forty years old and had still not learned anything.
Once, he was standing at the mouth of a well and he said: Who carved a hole in this stone? They said to him:
It is from the water, which constantly [falls] on it, day after day. And they said: Akiva, don't you know this from
the verse (Job 14:19), “Water erodes stones”? Rabbi Akiva immediately applied this, all the more so, to
himself. He said: If something soft can carve something hard, then all the more so, the words of Torah, which
are like steel, can engrave themselves on my heart, which is but flesh and blood. He immediately went to
start studying Torah. He went with his son and they sat down by the schoolteachers. He said to one: Rabbi,
teach me Torah! He then took hold of one end of the tablet, and his son took hold of the other end. The
teacher wrote down aleph and beit for him, and he learned them (aleph to tav, and he learned them; the book
of Vayikra, and he learned it). And he went on studying until he learned the whole Torah. ...



