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Mechilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 18:1

(Shemos 18:1) "And Yithro heard": What did he hear that caused him to come (and join
Israel)? The war with Amalek, which is juxtaposed with this section. These are the words of R.
Yehoshua. He heard of the (prospective) giving of the Torah and he came. For when the Torah
was to be given to Israel, all the kings of the earth shook in their palaces, viz. (Psalms 29:9)
"and (each king) in his palace accorded glory"... R. Eliezer says: Yithro heard the splitting of
the sea and came (to join Israel). For the splitting of the sea was heard from one end of the
world to the other, viz. (Joshua 5:1) "And it was, when all the kings of the Emori heard, etc." ...
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Rashi on Shemos 18:1

Now...Jethro...heard: What news did he hear that [made such an impression that] he came?
The splitting of the Red Sea and the war with Amalek. — [from Zev. 116a, and Mechilta,
combining the views of Rabbi Joshua and Rabbi Eliezer]

Jethro: He was called by seven names: Reuel, Jether, Jethro [i.e., Yithro], Hobab, Heber,
Keni, [and] Putiel (Mechilta). [He was called] Jether (21n!) because he [caused] a section to be
added (n') to the Torah [namely]: “But you shall choose” (below verse 21). [He was called]
Jethro (inn') [to indicate that] when he converted and fulfilled the commandments, a letter was
added to his name. [He was called] Hobab (22in) [which means lover] because he loved (22n)
the Torah. Hobab was indeed Jethro, as it is said: “of the children of Hobab, Moses’
father-in-law” (Jud. 4:11). Others say that Reuel was Jethro’s father. [If so,] what [is the
meaning of] what it [Scripture] says [referring to the daughters of Jethro]: “They came to their
father Reuel” (Exod. 2:18)? Because [young] children call their grandfather “Father.” [This
appears] in Sifrei (Beha’alothecha 10:29).

X’'nnp1.3

NN Iin7iya NN N2 WiTRDYT 7 'R UTmMD N 20NY 0N CIR7VT AN MR 02 KYN A0 KT )
1273 N2 7Y nink yax

Berachot 8a

And this concept, that halakha is the most sublime pursuit, is expressed in that which Rabbi
Hiyya bar Ami said in the name of Ulla: Since the day the Temple, where the Divine
Presence rested in this world, was destroyed, the Holy One, Blessed be He, has only one
place in His world where he reveals His presence exclusively; only the four cubits where the
study of halakha is undertaken.
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Rambam Introduction to the Mishnah 16:41



And they said (Berachot 8a), "The Holy One, blessed be He, only has in His world the four
cubits of the law (halakha) alone." And put your heart to this thing — since if you examine it
according to its simple meaning, you will find it very far from the truth; as if the four cubits of
the law alone are the appropriate focus and the other wisdoms and traits are thrown behind
His back. And at the time of Shem and Ever and after it, when there was no halakha, can we
say the there is no share in the world to the Holy One, blessed be He, at all?
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Berachot 31a:12

Similarly, a person should neither take leave of another from an atmosphere of
conversation, nor from an atmosphere of laughter, nor from an atmosphere of frivolity, nor
from an atmosphere of purposeless matters. Rather, one should take leave of another from
involvement in a matter of halakha. As we found in the books of the Bible dealing with the
early prophets, that they would conclude their talks with words of praise and
consolation.
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Shemos 16:29

See that the Lord has given you the Sabbath. Therefore, on the sixth day, He gives you bread
for two days. Let each man remain in his place; let no man leave his place on the seventh day
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Rashi on Shemos 16:29:2

Let each man remain in his place: From here the Sages supported [the law of] four cubits for
one who leaves the Sabbath limits [i.e., the 2,000 cubits from one’s city that one is permitted to



walk and no more than four cubits from one’s place], three [cubits] for his body and one [cubit]
to stretch his hands and feet. — [from Er. 51b]
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Eruvin 48a

The Gemara answers: As it was taught in a baraita: The verse “Remain every man in his
place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day” (Shemos 16:29), means one must
restrict his movement to an area equal to his place. And how much is the area of his
place? A person’s body typically measures three cubits, and an additional cubit is needed
in order to allow him to spread out his hands and feet, this is the statement of Rabbi Meir.
Rabbi Yehuda says: A person’s body measures three cubits, and an additional cubit is
needed in order to allow him to pick up an object from under his feet and place it under
his head, meaning, to give him room to maneuver.
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Shabbos 88a

A Galilean taught, while standing above Rav Hisda: Blessed is the all-Merciful One, Who
gave the three-fold Torah: Torah, Prophets, and Writings, to the three-fold nation: Priests,
Levites, and Israelites, by means of a third-born: Moses, who followed Aaron and Miriam in
birth order, on the third day of the separation of men and women, in the third month: Sivan.
On whose opinion is this homily based? It is based on the opinion of the Rabbis, who hold
that the Torah was given on the third day of separation and not on the fourth day.
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Zohar 1:130b

What is meant by, "For him that waits for Him?" He replies that it is similar to the verse, "waited
to speak to Job" (lyov 32:4). This refers to those who are anxious to fully understand some
words of wisdom, thereby better understanding their Master. In them, the Master takes pride
daily. They enter the upper gates and come among the supernal saints without meeting any
obstacles. Happy is their portion in this world and the World to Come.
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