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The months of the year are lunar months, as [implied by Numbers 28:14]: "... the burnt offering
of the month when it is renewed,"1 and [Exodus 12:2]: "This month shall be for you the first of
months."2 [Concerning this verse,] our Sages commented:3 The Holy One, blessed be He,
showed Moses in the vision of prophecy an image of the moon and told him, "When you see
the moon like this, sanctify it."

The years we follow are solar years, as [implied by Deuteronomy 16:1]: "Keep the month of
spring."4
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Once the court sanctifies the new month, it remains sanctified regardless of whether they erred
unwittingly, they were led astray [by false witnesses], or they were forced [to sanctify it].35 We
are required to calculate [the dates of] the festivals based on the day that they sanctified [as
the beginning of the new month].

Even if [a person] knows that [the court] erred, he is obligated to rely on them,36 for the matter
is entrusted to them alone. The One who commanded us to observe the festivals is the One



who commanded [us] to rely on them, as [implied by Leviticus 23:2]: "Which you will pronounce
as days of holy convocation."37
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[An extra month is added,] making the year full, because of three factors: a) the vernal [spring]
equinox;5 b) the ripening6 [of the barley crop], and c) the blooming of the fruit trees.

What is implied? When the court calculates7 and determines that the vernal equinox will fall on
the sixteenth of Nisan or later, the year is made full. The month that would have been Nisan is
made the second Adar, and thus Pesach will fall in the spring. This factor [alone] is sufficient
for the court to make the year full;8 other factors need not be considered.
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[The fixed calendar is structured in] a nineteen-year cycle, including seven leap years and
twelve ordinary years. This is called a machzor.

Why was this [structure] chosen? Because when you total the number of days in twelve
ordinary years and seven leap years together with their hours and their units, counting all
[sums of] 1080 units as an hour, [all sums of] twenty-four hours as a day, and adding them to
the number of days, the total will equal nineteen solar years, each of these years being 365
days and six hours.

The difference between the days of the solar calendar [and the lunar calendar] will be only one
hour and 485 units (in numerical terms, 1 - 485).8
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[There is a difference of opinion among] the Sages of Israel concerning the length of a solar
year. Some Sages1 maintain that it is 365 days and 1/4 of a day - i.e., six hours. Others



maintain that it is slightly less than that figure.2 There is also a difference of opinion among the
wise men of Greece and Persia concerning this matter.3
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According to the opinion that [a solar year] is [exactly] 365 and 1/4 days, there will be a
remainder of one hour and 485 units after every nineteen-year cycle, as we mentioned.4

Between the start of each of the successive seasons of the year, there will be ninety-one days
and seven and one-half hours. When you know the date and the hour of the beginning of one
season, you can calculate [the beginning of] the following season by [adding the above
amount]. Similarly, you can calculate the beginning of the following season, and continue
forever.
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It appears to me that [the Sages] relied on this calculation [of the length] of the seasons
regarding the institution of a leap year, in the era when the High Court held sessions and would
institute a leap year because of the time [when the equinox was scheduled to occur] or for
other reasons. For this calculation is more accurate than the former one. It shares a greater
resemblance to the data explained by the astronomers than the first opinion, which considered
a solar year to be 365 and 1/4 days.
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Halach is the ultimate truth. As regardless, torah in its entirety is “true”, additionally, Torah is
“truth within truth”.
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A person who sees the sun on the day of the spring equinox at the beginning of the
twenty-eight year cycle that begins on Wednesday night [must recite a blessing]. When he
sees the sun on Wednesday morning, he should recite the blessing "who performs the work of
creation."

Similarly, the blessing "who performs the work of creation" should be recited when the moon
reaches the beginning of the zodiac constellation taleh at the beginning of the month when it is
not pointing to the north or the south, when any of the other five stars [that revolve in separate
spheres] arrive at the beginning of the constellation taleh and do not point to the north or the
south, and when one sees the constellation taleh ascend to the eastern corner [of the sky].
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It is taught in a baraita that Hananya says: And in the Diaspora one does not begin to request
rain until sixty days into the season, i.e., sixty days after the autumnal equinox.
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[The following law applies with regard to a person] who has water at home that was drawn for
the sake of kneading matzah and the spring equinox fell either on that night or [during the next]
day, or a person in the neighborhood died. [In both instances, the prevailing custom] is to pour
out all the water in the neighborhood, because there is concern48 for danger. Nevertheless, it
is not necessary to pour out this water [which was drawn to enable observing the mitzvah to
eat matzah. This can be derived from the verse,] “One who upholds a commandment will not
know any adversity.”

[Nevertheless,] if one seeks to be stringent and pour out [the water], he may do so. [Indeed,] it
is proper to do so if [the person] can easily obtain other water that was held overnight, or if it is



easy for him to knead [the dough for matzah] on another day with other water that he will draw
during dusk on the preceding day.
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MISHNA: After the witnesses have been examined and their testimony accepted, the head of
the court says: It is sanctified. And all the people respond after him: It is sanctified; it is
sanctified. Whether the moon was seen at its anticipated time, on the thirtieth day of the
previous month, or whether it was not seen at its anticipated time, in which case witnesses are
not necessary to establish the following day as the New Moon, the court sanctifies it and
formally proclaims the day as the New Moon.
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Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Tzadok, says: If the new moon was not seen at its anticipated time,
the court does not sanctify the New Moon on the following day, as the celestial court in Heaven
has already sanctified it, precluding the need for the additional sanctification by the earthly
court.
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...we count from the year prior to actual creation..
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It is taught in a baraita that the tanna’im disagreed about this point: Rabbi Eliezer says: In
Tishrei the world was created; in Tishrei the Patriarchs were born; in Tishrei the Patriarchs
died; on Passover Isaac was born; on Rosh HaShana Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah were
remembered by God and conceived; on Rosh HaShana Joseph came out from prison;
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on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt ceased; in Nisan the Jewish people were
redeemed from Egypt; and in Tishrei in the future the Jewish people will be redeemed in the
final redemption with the coming of the Messiah.
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Rabbi Yehoshua disagrees and says: In Nisan the world was created; in Nisan the Patriarchs
were born; in Nisan the Patriarchs died; on Passover Isaac was born; on Rosh HaShana
Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah were remembered by God and conceived sons; on Rosh
HaShana Joseph came out from prison; on Rosh HaShana our forefathers’ slavery in Egypt
ceased; in Nisan the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt; and in Nisan in the future the
Jewish people will be redeemed in the final redemption.

V"I QWY RYT YIRD RYTA D07 KT 1I0KIY — D7IVD K120 YDAY 90 NI YN 120 K9
AT 190 INIX| YA DT MIR D — NI KM (7K DRYT ARNIN YIRDY UTN DTN 79 YY VAT
SYIND D NZYE TR INNIY ANR'Y] DMYA AT DD Ny

The Gemara explains these matters in detail: It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Eliezer says:
From where is it derived that the world was created in the month of Tishrei? As it is stated:
“‘And God said: Let the earth bring forth grass, herb yielding seed, and fruit tree yielding fruit
after its kind” (Genesis 1:11). Which is the month in which the earth brings forth grass and the
trees are full of ripe fruit? You must say that this is Tishrei. And a further proof that the world
was created in Tishrei is that when the world was first created, it needed rain so that the plants
would grow, and the period beginning with Tishrei is a time of rain, and rain fell and the plants
grew, as it is stated: “But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of
the ground” (Genesis 2:6).
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Rabbi Yehoshua says: From where is it derived that the world was created in the month of
Nisan? As it is stated: “And the earth brought forth grass, herb yielding seed after its kind, and
tree yielding fruit” (Genesis 1:12). Which is the month in which the earth is full of grass and the
trees begin to bring forth fruit? You must say that this is Nisan. And further proof that the world
was created in Nisan is that when the world was first created, the animals had to breed in
order to fill the world, and the period beginning with Nisan is a time when cattle, and beasts,
and birds mate with one another, as it is stated: “The flocks are clothed in the meadows, and
the valleys are wrapped in grain; they shout for joy, they also sing” (Psalms 65:14).
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There are Piyutim in Davening reflecting the month Hashem thought to create the world,
although it was carried out at a different time (the same way there is a difference between the
form of man, as one or two).
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